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New member writes *

Your- magazine is such an ingpiration
on everyone. Keep up the good work. It is
really a blessing to have a fine magazine
that is well worth reading.’ )

I have been baptized for about three
months now and 1 really can tell God is
working with me. I am 20 now and 1 am
the only onc¢ in my family to attend
church. 1 feel so honored to be chosen to
become someday onc.in God’s Kingdom.
I feel very inspired by the Work and | -
really hope it continues io EBrow cven
stronger.

Jennifer L. Hcdrlck
- San Leon, Tex.

Family articles appreciated .

Your articles on the'family. especially
on the father, are excellept. I've been a

*{ather now for two years. Our son is @

beautiful, healthy gift. However, 1 never
dreamed how much hard work bcing a8
father is!

Imellcuually. 1 undcrstood t'hc relas
tionship of d father 4o his I'amnly But

whert 1 held my mewborn son in my arms-

God drove the point home with a sledge-
hammer! .

The rcsponsnblhly I sometimes fnght‘
ening. The articles are always belpful and
encouraging.

To be the best p.ucm —orevena good
one -— we need God's help. One of the
ways He provides it is through this gubli-
cation. You all have the prayers of my
family

~Gregery A. Green.
Dillsburg, Pa.

smgu patents o :

‘
I am a single parent in God's Church

and cdh't express my gratitude cnough

- for the article, in the October-November

issug, chtitled “How to Cope as a Sipgle
Pargnt.”

It helpgd ﬁc to know thm God has a-
" specigl placc. in His heart for’ the singie

parent. and the fatherless children, and
that He will bless the family no matter
how shall or large it is. '

God so unexpectedly- eases the hard-
shnps and through ‘my. migister, family

is Body, HEyhas provided blessing |
|\blcssmg for myself and for my 3- -
year -old son. I thank you for such an.

_'inspiting article, and say ta all single par- .

ents: God is the greatest helpex any of us
could ever have and wilf nevex let us
down, ' N ~

. Kim Wilson
Pittsburgh, Pa.

&
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By Herbert W. Armstrong*

Have we beek-overlookmg the-
. - very ﬁrsz lesson in true Christian hvmg?

.

HERE'S an enemy in
your home, probably
You haven’t seen’ this
enemy. He's right in your fam-
il'y — he’s made you all suffer
. -— he's broken up many fami-
h.es caused untold suffering
/tand a world of unhappiness.
) \f But you never saw him. He's
S kept hidden from your sight. .

s o

€yes and took a good look at him, so
* you can recognize hifn for the villain

ke is.

. - ¢ The psychol ogists call him ‘cm0~

It's high time you opened your

tional 1mmatunty U

y

 But that's someéthing many pcople
know nothmg about. It's something
“educated™ people talk and write
about, but seldom understand.

" What is emotional matu;ity?
It is not something to, be learned
) abom by college g{aduales it is-
ething that. ought to be taught in

B 4

1 first grade - and taught to 4, 6,

and 8 year olds in the home. It is the *

the Ten Commandments. It is the

" real secret to human happiness. Buf it
is just not taught!

5 How cat parents teach their chil-

dren, when they ‘themselves are

teachers jnstill- emotional maturity
ih children when théy have not
‘grown up. emoionally themselves?

N « Yetlhere is the real secret of ability
“i7 1o live the Ten Commandments. It's

the real secret to Christian diving.and
perfection. It's the real distmgmshmg
mark of the truly educated person.
'Ehal it%s not realized and instilled in

‘The GOOO NEWS F@bﬂmfy 1882

emotionally immature? How can

technical art of putting into practice

_ mﬁucncaA

.4
_ children while they are growing up

— that it is not a required” basic
course of training in all colleges — is
a terrible indictment against educa-
tion, religion, socicty.

Ope author defines emotional
maturity as development from the
state of taking to the state of giving.
Taking is the way of Satan. Gmﬁg is -

- the way of God, and the pnncxplc of -

His law. LOVE is giving. -+
A little baby learns, generally, only
How to take. He will take his bottle,

his rattle, his toy. It becomes his

- human nature to rake. Hurmans know

absolutely NOTHING at birth. But-a
baby responds to Satan's negat:vc
develops a selfish nature
and begids to reach out to take what-
ever attragts or tempts him.

Humans must be taught to gives
Giving is|something that has to be
LEARNER| But how many begin
teaching their babies this principle —
the very principle of God's law and of
trugé love?

Wl}at we dvorlook

Lét us define it’ further. All human‘

beings are actuatcd by their emo-

tions. But-dg weever stop to ask and
analyze what @r¢ these emations? {
’ An emotjon is a-sirong [eelmg —

a disturbance — a départure from

*the normal calm state of rational

thinking and acung -— an impulse

reasoncd and approved by the mind.
Among the_ emotions are such feel-

“ings or nmpulses as fear, anger, dis-

gust. grief, joy. surprise. yearning.
And first cousin to'emotion are our

person is usualiy ong who is moody

are not equipped with instinct,

N

and has never learned 10 control his
moods.

More and more [ am impressgd that i
one- of the most impormm truths we i
humans overlook is that himan beings
like
dumb animals, to guide us #nto the

b

- proper course. Animals do not have the

mind power, knowledge, ability to rea-
son and mentally direct their actions.
God endowed them, instead, with

" instinkct that guides them along in the

- must learn 10 do this, and he can

son from that kitowledge — to think,.

channel He intended. :
God endowed man, in His own - ,

image. with MIND. Man must, first «

learn and acquire knowledge. He is - I

endowed, also, with capacity to rea- - : i

to plan, te-arrive at conclusions, to

make decisions,” God intended man's -~ . | . |

mind to direct his actions. But man :

never achieve God'$ PURPOSE in plz‘u:‘ |
ing him on this earth until he does. - B S
Thédevelopment of right CHaxac-

" TER is the purpose-of human life. And

- knowledge -and wisdomsand then to
+ direct the mind and body into this

character is ability; to come to right

right course. ’ .
But we poor humans act as tﬁough o j

we believed' man to_be merely the ‘ [

highest of the dumb brutes — as if

man wegg equipped,with instinet, and

. the purpose of life were merely to : C.

7 toward an action that has mot' been

__direction!

}moods? An emouxnally immatire -

ENJOY such feclings, sensations, emo-
tions and moods .as impulse attracts . L
us to, without thinking or mental o

v 13

A tragic cese

+ T once knew a lragac emmp!e.
man highly educated, whose life had
been devoted 1o the field of e¢duca-
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-facts about the earth,

tion, assuming readily the responsi-
bility of teaching others, when he
himself had not learned this central
truth of life.

"His mind was stored with knowl-
edge of science, history, mathemat-
ics, literature. He had knowledge of
‘the sun, the
He had acquired

moon, the stars.

knowledge about many other things,"

but not about Aimself — his moods,
his feelings, his drives, impulses and
desires. He had not.stopped 16 study
and analyze them, let alone learn to
control them. s

As a child he had been pampered,
petted, spoiled -~ permitted to have
his way. pever taught self-restraint,
self-control or how to understand his
moods, feclings and destres, and to
control and guide them according to
the sound reasoning of the mind,
instead of impulsively following them
without rhentat direction.

He was married, had a'fine family,
an. honored position with rare oppor-
tunities. But letting feelings. moods.

“impulses dominate his mind, instead

of making his mind rationally: and
wisely direct them, his marriage
crashed, his home was broken up and
he fled in fear from his high position
and britliant future.
wrecked his own life. he forced great
SOFTOW, unhappine§s and suffering on
many others. His emotions had so
dominated his mind that he came to

_see circumstances through the eyes of
his feelings, and’ his understanding |
- became warped -and distorted..

‘Physically, he giew to normal

maturity, and was reasonably profi- .

cient in athietics. He possessed ‘a

‘number of university degrees. He was

mentally mature so-far as this world's
faulty educafion instructs. But, emo-
tionaily. he was still somewhere
between ages B and - 12! And, sadly,
his spiritual age was no older.

- The great tragedy of our genmera- -

Lion is that nearly all, people mature
physically, perhaps half to two thirds

He not only

.

mature mentally, but very few ever .

grow up e’mauonally or spiritually:

One is not a fully mature man or’

_ womdn, as God intended, until emo-

tional and spiritual maturity ‘has
been reached!

-

 Should start in cmad tralnlnq

‘The time lo star‘i this emouonal
“growing up” is the same time men-

2

tal training is begun. it should be
started in the home, within, the first
months of a child’s life.

Parents, STUDY your own children.
Remember that tramning of the emo-
tions involves control and right direc-
tion of feelings, tempers, impulses. It

means control over anger, jealousy,.
hatred. fear, grief, résentment, self-

ishness, vamty

And since the RIGHT dxrcchon Is
the way of God's law —~ and since
that is the way of LOVE. and love is
the principle of giving instead of tak-
ing — it means-the teaching of your
children to use their owp minds to
understand their moods and guiding
them in the direction of GIVING — of
love toward others, equal with love
toward self. .

Yelling. loud 1alking, bursts of
temper, rudeness — all these are lack

of emotional growmg up.’ Emot10n~ .

al immaturity ‘is. simply letting

human nature run sway without any_ .
. controd from a right- thinking, rhason-

ing mind. Teach your children to let

their MINDS direct thm; natures prop- A

erly and wisely.

-1 remember. the first funeral I was
called on to officiat¢. At funerals
many people_ let their emotions «of ;'

Then I went to a private room,
closed the door and talked to my
ledvenly Father about it, and
received from Him the emotiopal
control I hag lqckcd for this ordeal —
and that first funeral was an ordeal.
But when | literally placed myself in
God’s hands as His instrument, He
used me, and the words He spoke
through my mouth resulted in the
conversion of the bereaved parents.

I found it difficult, as I was later
more and more frequently called -

upon to officiate at funerals, to so
control my own emotions as 'to
achieve right baglance —+ that outer

calmness. without going:to the oppo--

site extreme of hardening my senses

“so that I would not feel proper sym-

pathy. It was through God's help and-.

er that | was able to
with

much pr
achieve eﬁhouoga.l control,

»dlgmty a.rgd poise, yet with extreme
“ tenderness, gemlcness and heartfelt °
sympat'hy for those in sorrow, so that

I could ‘give them: the help they " :
needed in their gréatest trial, and still -
not break down with them, & .3

. ‘

’

Suely . no on¢ can achxcve real -
s hristian growth, and« pcrfcctxon until )

hc has acquired cmouﬁal stability. ,
Our tempers, feelings, emotions

-grief run uncodtroltéd: ‘Argreat fear’ B wcre given to us for a purpose! They

seized me. 1 was afraid I-would noxhe“@‘ .are ‘not: 16 be nullified — merely
© intelligently guided by mind control -

able to keep calm’and tgntrol my own.

feelings. and 1 kjew: 1 :must do that.
* and, with dalm tendcrntss and- syms

pathy. comfort the- bereﬁvcd I was

- much younger then, dénd in the e¢mo- "

tional struggie that wenton inside my

mind over ability to carry this respon-
“sibility..I began to'go to pieces. | B
1 announced to my family 1 just
" couldn’t do_it. We wereat the time

visiting in my father’s home, and he

shoufders. and cainfly shook me, say-
ing in a voice of authority with which
he had not spoken‘{o rne since [ wasa
child: ““Here! Snap eut of it This is

Jyour responsibility! This family is

broken up ig sorrow, and they are

. relying on you. You can't back out of

it Wake up! Come (0 yoursell Get a

grip on yourselft Yeu are going

through with this, and you're going to .

" do it with credit and calm digaity and
) smcemy' K

That,
calmed fne and brought me back to
my right senses, and I replied quietly,
“Yes, Dad, of course } will.”

“

I - remember, sobered and

' came over-to me. p t his hands on my . -

law!"

into the proper cha.nncls of Gods

0

Emotlon in rollgion o

- Of aii\hc phases %f life, there is

none m)wh:ch emohomhmmammy

is more apparent than in religion.
Here, too, psopl are prone 1o go to

‘extremes. Either “they deliberately

work up the emotidns to arenzy or -

they' make-their religion a wholly -

- mental -‘expressian, restraining the
emotions Gatirelyy, \
Many, usually théenore illiterate

or at least less educated \foliaw a reli-

gion that is almost ‘wholly emotional. - .
the preachers .say ..

In “meeting,”

nothing thyt is thought provbku‘ig,,

but only that which is emotion arous-
ing. They do not teach or instruct,

they generate unrestrained emotion.

They ask .the -congregation such
questions as “Are you Aappy?” —
echoed by thunderoud
shouts of “HALLELUJAH'" The main
job of the preachcr is to’ gemerate

(Commued on page 29}

The GOODNEWS February 1982
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"ever. before in the
long " history of man:

A . Qkind haye human
bemgs been blessed 50 bounti-
'fuh ' '

‘Never before have S0 many —
especially in Americr, Britain and
th Tommonwealgh P been able to-
enjoy so many physical bléssings.

But. also. never before has .this.
carth witnessed such mdcsprcdé\

AN

Are you gullz} of bezng umhankfwl - unappreczatzve
- —of your many blefsings? Younetd to _
devezlap the habzt of bemg gratefui — jor everythmg’ -

By Raymond F MCNalf '

Why shou&d unthénkfulnsss be so
prevalent in this era ofunprcccdemed
wealth and prosperity? ’

And, most impor(ant of all, what

‘can you do'to make sure you don't,

cither become or remain’ a helpless
victim of s all- loo—prcvdlem sin of
ingratitude? How cap’ you prevent

“the -octopus-like clutches of lhlS\

wirldwide sin from stranghng much *
of your happiness?’

<More than 1900 years ago. the

Capostle Paul foretold today's world

-t

the last days perilous times shalt

_‘come. For men shall be lovers of gheir
_own selves . . unthankful.- unholy“
(I Tim. 3:1- 2)

How many of us are truly grateful .

‘Mo out very JCreator for the many
blessings .He has permitted us 1o
cmoy” And how many of us are

Irigréméda s a deadly but tommon sin Are
. you regily Yhank il for your many blessings ? How
‘offen’ for mslance. o you express your appre-

"ciation for your husband or wife? Don 1 take your

A

.
I
3
g
£
%
g
%

ingratitude! conditions. “This know also, that in  blessngs for granteds N
s . N » B . N *
— ' \ -
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. and relanves

e

thanR{ul even to our fellow’ human
beings Yor the miffny blessings, ser-

‘vices ang beneéfits we receive fronv

them? .

An awful prophecy

“Consider a historical éxample of
ingratitude.

God Almighty delivered the nation
Israel from terrible Egyptian bondage..

He miraculonsly saved them from the
slaughter of the Egyptian pharaoh’s

ternifyving army. Also. He fed them

with manna, and in the dry. barren
desert.” He sustained them with water
out of the rock

But they stdl grumbled and com-
plained continually (Num. 14-17
They weren't really thankful for 1hc
many blessings He had so lavishly
bestowed upon them.

Because of their unbelievable

-~ ingratitude, God "hnal]} gave them

over to destruction. They all. except
Joshua apd Caleb. perished .in the

_ barren wilderness of Sinai — without
ever-reaching the promised land. the’
. land o{ milk and honey. )

One of the most awful prophecxes

in_the entire Bible reveals why God -

sometimes lets' terrible calamitieg,

-even nationdl invasion and capuivity.’

come ‘upon ungrateful nations. This

~ hortifying prophecy. which applies to

our Anglo-Sixon peoples. is found in

‘Deuteronomy 28. It was given nearly.

4.000 years ago. -

God promised countless blcssmgs".

to those who would obey Him — to

‘those who would' really follow His

ways (verses T-14). But He also

revealed that .terrible "curses would = -

overtake the nation that turned its

back on Him — that flagrantly brake

His holy and righiéous” command-
ments (verses 15-68)

-Why wil] these curses come upon
our people
- unless they repent?
“Because thou servedst not the

“Lord thy God ‘with.joyfulhess. and

with gladness of heart, fok the abun-
dance of all things: Therefore shalt

thou serve thine enemies which the '

Lord shall send against thee. in hun-
ger. and in thirst, and in nakedness.
and®in wanl [lack] of all things: and

“he, shall- put a yoke of -iron upon thy

neck. until he have d%lroycd thee”
(verses 47. 48) .

p

-upon our own friends -

Besides the wealth of blessings God shower's upon every one .
‘of us, we also receive many benefits from otherweople. Do we
really appreciate the coascientious gas station attendant. the
- djligent supermarket helper.. the person who opens the door for
us, the courteous waiter? Though bountifully blessed, many
people are terribly unthankful. We should all be more grateful

-— even for trials!

v

This terrifyving prophecy is di-
rected squarely at the peoples of
‘America. Britain and the Anglo-Sax-
on m(?;bers of the Commonwealth
—unless we tepent of our present

downward moral and spmtual plungel

into tofal depravity.
(If you don’i know where ‘the

‘Umited States, Britain and the Com-

monwealth #re mentioned in the
Bible. be sure to write for our free
booklet, The ( nited States and Brhi-
ain in Prophecyv).

Moses’ sélemr{ warning
" Shortly before his death, the

" elderly Moses gave a solemn warning
- to the people of lsrael

- and to their
descendants, to our very people -

-not 1o forget their God -

He assured byrgel of vld tout-fore-
fathers) that we (their descendants)

- would inherit 4 goed fand™ ~ atand

possessing  lots uf- water, natufal
resoure=s and abundant crops (Deut,
8:6-9)

Then Moses was inspired o givc
IhlS sobering warning’
“When thoil hast eaten and art |

full. then thou shalt bless the Lord-

thy God for the good land which he
hath. given thee. Beware that thou
forget not the Lord thy God.Tn.not
kegpmg his-commandmehts. and his -
judgments. and his statutes, which |
command thee this dav Lest when

thou hast cates and art full. and-hast

built goodly houses. and dwelt there-
in,"And when thy herds and thy
flocks muluply. and thy silver apd
thy gold 1» multuphed. and all that
thou hast 1y muluphed. Then thine
heart be hfted up. and thou firget the
Lord thy Gud™ fverses 10-14)

(I our people began to forget God
and refused to hive dccording 1o God's
laws. then terrible calamity was cer-

“lam to »vértake them

CGod Almighty continued H,i)
warming through Tis servant, Moses
“And thou [Isract] say in thine heart.
My power and the - might of mine

The GQOU NEWS  Fetriary 480




hand hath gotten me
tiis weadfh  But thou
shalt remernber the Lord
thy God foryit 1s he that
giveth thee \power to get
wealth, that he may
establish his covenapt
which he sware unto thy
fathers, st 1s this day™
(verses 17-18)

A Israel did forget
her God. doom would be

certain, warned \.‘,»u
“And it shall beof thos
Gyt el rnrgu the
i God oand walk
crher wods oand

serve the, ind worvingp them 1 tes:
By apanst vau this day sh_;;z}‘ah:l!
>urcl\ perish (verse 19j-
Again, let us ask ournselyes “Are we
~oreatly thankful to JLrJlg,hu God .
- every day
- we have rcu.ncﬁi’ B

NoDo owe slways give ous. Creator
thanks fur thé ioud on our table,
1 . before we partake ofir? How many of
] thuse wha grace’ are really
: thankful? How many mygrely repeat
- . ©certam words p‘arrm fash:on,‘wmlc
] © “saying grald”
A God's Word T\.‘-Ldls that we should
A - always pras’ from the heart —
| e . Just repeast words hke a
] I record (Malt 6 7)
I © " Yes. how many for how few!) are
- really gratetul for the priceless gift of
: their very existence” Also, how many
“of s give God thanks for our eye-
sight. our hearing. our senses of taste,
smell and feeling? How many of us

”>L'\,V'

phomograph

'

AR

fur-ihe many blessings

Dorqt wile biessings !or'grahtud _

©

not ~ -

are truly thankfu! for our ability o
speak. and for the abibity to ue cur
various members - like cur fest wnd
legs for wa “m"“ v

We should nof toke thase
biessings for granted Scme
been struck down by o sericus
stroke or by other dreaded
affliction and have been made
almost totally “helpless Often after
such a calamuaty, they veally fe 1)
apbreciate the great blessings  of
fht™ heering, speech. muscular

courding

many

nave

SUTNE

Ly

i
veur hie wL'd be wnuifed oyt yrnoan
our foved i'd be
oA Brnancial o \xh LT
such as o nudc\xr
anstanthy turn 4 normal,
tenee into  nphtmere
fn tne twinkling of un eve vour
Safl oeuid and ali that vou
Booveuns ceeld be taken Trom
wane else Rugor
feartin s o respedier of persons!
Eor we broug® notbing into this
GHEWE Lafl LeTTy
ng fued andrar-
therewith: content”

aovdent or ORes Loy

hentrom
ible calannty
War o wonid

Pleosan e

stup

1

Von gind given Lo st

ty gl

And hav
us bC

[

world ond
nothing sut
meat et
tf T
SMaterial
fuasl b’s*i,‘ us

things ot themeeives do
happiness “"But godh<
Aces gith (Ontentment iy grea 1 ga
jverse 0 . .
£ hrist warned, U lake heed, and
beware of cosetousness for a man's
*life wonsisteth not tn the abundance
of the things which he possesseth”

(Luke 1215) 4 . )
"Do vou really treasure your
health * o B

We are living 1n d degenerate age
in the last generation of m&ns
6.000 years of misrule

Granted. few have perfect health.

Almost everypne has some infirmi-
ties But do you at least thank God
for’ the measure "I heallh He has
merufulh granted you”?

A fewoyears ago a well-known mul-
umilhonaire 1n the United Statés

-reportedly offiered a million dollars to

_ new stumach.

.anyone who. would help ﬁnd the

answer to his Ternible health problem

gnawing ulcers He would gladly
“hdve given one mullion dollars for a
Here was a wealihy
.man who could hardly eat ‘anything.-
“He could not enjoy a normal meal —

A gv\;d steak: or oiher w»he‘ foods - -
hike the uver
\ec.rl y

IS Comten

=zi that hc desireth, vet

him ot power ool
. 5 e
siranger cwlgtih (o this

i

(ot

ne wh ‘duin ‘Mh hend
the power of irml:lz, of hfe. of pecce
of evervining gpoud '

Thank God.— even for triale :_7"

People are piten ';cm‘?p:cd, 10 com
“plasn of their fot i life, They should
never give 1n to slich a temptation

I once heard of a woman who
beame ;‘,\gd!)l\td from her neck
down She could onhy move her head
This could have mgdc her turn sour
She could have become bitter and
cynical, but she dién't.

Rather, she was thankful that she”
sull had her mental facuiues, and was
Yalso grateful te God !hal she could
stll speak '

- By using her head. she-fs able to
build up.a good real estate business’
- selling” property. She did this by
staking 2 pencil between her teeth and
dialing phone numbers. -

She became a successful apd happy
"person. because she had learned to
count her blessings and make the
most .of what many would have
thought was a hopeless situation.

Why can’t we learn to count our
blessings and 'to thank our Creator
for everything — yes. even for trials
and tests. which many times turn out .
to be blessings in dlsgmse" )

.God often permits trials and .
calamities. to beéfall us to teach us
certain lessons — to help us learn
some of the true values of life (11 Cor.
12:7-10). Knowing this. we should
sincerely thank a merciful’ Creator,
“even for our sore trials (Jaf 1:2:4).

What 3 pity that people don't real-
ly understand this today. Few, even
-among professing Christians, seem
to really grasp the greainess of the
God whom they profess lgﬁmow and

-4
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“For he maketh sore, and bind-

serve
- b oup he »mur_dh and his hands
mzke whole’ T(Job S18).

a

L One En 10. than‘xful

© The type of ingratitude in the
world todas s aptly tllustrated in the
incident where Christ healed 10 lep-
£rs (Luke 17°12-14).

‘And*one of them. when. he saw
that he was healed. turmed back. and
with a loud Vaice glorified God. And
“fell dowh on his face at, hls feet, giv-
ing.him thanks.and he was a Samar-
itan Andgdesus answering said. Were
there ngi ten cleansed? but where are
the nine? There are not found that
returned to give glory 10 God. save
this stranger™ (verses 13-18).

This- type of experience is oft
repeaf‘cd even in our time. There fs

bably not one in 10 who will so

uch as tugn back and give God
thanks r

One of the worst possible sins you
can commit is the terrible sin of
ingratii:d’c. All too many have built
up an inveterate habiof continually
complaining about everything instead
of being thankful. . .

\’hhelher you realize it or not, you

eloquently David's thanks and praise
for the many blessings he reccived
from God. '

“Bless the Lord. O my soul: and all
that is within me, bless his holy name, \
Bless the Lord. O my soul. and forget
rot all his benefits: Who forgiveth all
thire iniquities: whorhealeth 2l thy
diseases: Who redeemeth thy life from
destruction: who crowneth thee with
lovingkindness and tegder mercies:
Who satisfieth thy mouth with good
things: so that thy youth is renewed
like the eagle’s™ (Ps. 103:1-5).

Our Maker likes to see us over-
flowing with gratitude — just as we
rejoice wheh someone we help show:}l
appreciation. ’“Whoso offereth prais
glorifieth me. declares almighty

© God (Ps. S0:23).

The prophets. patriarchs, aposties
and Jesus Christ were thankful for
‘their .blessings. Christ’s apostles
rejoiced and praised God. thanking’
Him that they were even acgounted
worthy 1o suffer shame for the sake of
Jesus Christ (Aots 5:41).

Why can’t people realize that it is
the Creator God who gives us every
blessing? He made the wonderful
things to eat and 1o drink and the

"Have 'many. many things to be thanks—~_ -many other things for the service and

ful for Remember the-old saying, “1
once complained because & had no
shoes. until I met a man who had no
feet!”

The almi\ghty Biesser

You needto reahie that your very

Creator is the One.from whom all
4 blessmgs flow! T

When God appeared unto Abra-
ham, intending to bless him and his
sced, God revealed td Abraham one
of Mis many names — El Shaddai.

“The Lord appeared to Abram,
and said unto.him, | am the Almighty
God [Heb.. £l Shaddai]™
17:1). N Shaddai means *the
almighty Blesstr.™ ' :
" The apostle James was inspired ‘to
write. “Every good gift and, every
perfect gift is from above, and com-
eth down frofn the Father of lights™
(Jas. t:17)

David reveals throyghout the book.

(Gen. .

of Psalms the mercy. goodness and. -

boundless blessings of God — bless-
.ings God bestows upon all mankind.

pléasure of mart. What a loving. God
we have! - N
Bul God-detests ingragitude! -

Be thankful for everything

God does not require us 1o offer,
amimal sacyifices as of old (Jer. 7:22-
w but He is well pleased when we

“offer the sacrifice of praise 1o God
continually. that is. the fruit of our
“lips giving thanks to his name " (Heb.
13:15)

We are commanded er “the
sacrifices of than Aing. and.
“declare his works with icing™ (Ps.
107:22).

_ One reason whygdlany find prayer-
so difficult is 1 they have not
learned to mix praise and thanksgiv-
fhg with their prayers.

“But in every thing 3V prayer and
supplication with ksgiving let
your requests B mddc known unto

* (Phil. 4:6) — “giving thanks
alwa)s for all things™ (Eph. 5:20).

What should we bg thankful for?

Far food. clothing. shelter, for the

* We should be tharkful & il
ible by which we 2an know God's
planifor Goc's love, mercy and pro-

-of the Hoh

- Kingdom of Q¢d

" ‘from a loving, all-wise, ever mercif ul

rapid transportation ang communica-
ton. o o . .
We shquld be thankful also for the
beauty we see around uvs. for the gift
of life itself and for continued health
and strength with whick we can exer-
cise our mental anc¢ physical faculties
s0 as to zccomplish many things.
or the

tection from harm. for the szcrifice of
Carist — making possible the for-
giveness of oér sins - and for the gift

spirit, and for the assur-
arice of eterrnal l:fe in the endless

. Weshould. 1h fact. be thankful for
everything! ““In every thing give
thanks: for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus concerning you'
(I Thess. 5:18). ‘

Truly. these are only a few of the
'many blessings we hayve recewed

Creator who wants us to have an
abyndant life (John 10:10).

We should also be very thankful
for the Plain, Truth magazine and the !
World Tomorrow broadcast. If we
don't appreciate receiving God's pre-
cious word through these media. then
the time will come uhen we will | no
longcr have these blessings,

“Behold. the days come. saith the
Lord God, that ] will send a famine in
the land. not a famgire of bread. nor a
thirst for water, but [a famine] of
hearing the words of the Lord™

mos 8:11).

Yes. God's Word solemnly de-
¢lares that, in the dark daw {mmedi-
ately ahead of us. the public preach-
ing of God's Word will be cut off!
The true Gospel will not have free
course 10 go out unhindered as 1t does
today. Appreciate this blessing while
you hav& it — before it is too late.

God will 1ake away our blessings if
we don’t really appreciate them and
give Him thanks — if we don't learn to
serve Him joyfully for all the great
abundance of blessings He has so lav-
ishly bestowed upen us (Deut. 28:47-
48). :

Don't be guilty of committing the
terrible sin of ingratitude (11 Tim.
3:2).Learn 1o be thankful to God and
to your fellowman*for every-

The entire 103rd Psalm ¢xpresses * blessings of living in a free land, for thing! . Ty
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Norks of Faith?

Are poudeveloping these Christian qualities
that wrll Aup you /mm ever /u/lm;:’

everal monthe apo amid
dleaped woman, well
kKnown i the Paaclena,

) Calll,, conpregations of God'y,
{

«lnm‘h. died ol \vmurr.‘ hhe
~died an the ~ulh
TueoeSlie, das oot Hn,c'
wlmliy convertdd.

¥

v L T

~ Hy Db Apartian

vapect o by healod (Jas 514 15)1
Why, then, will some have (o wait

added o tath These seven works
make ous Gt a living Tadth, not a
dend one

In any lunguage, words are ugeil 1o

wnlil the sesuection ol U ddond 10, ,uxpwu*;‘uk i, but they olten have dit

ht: dally henled®?, N
The wpintle Junes devoted e

g uullv Bjis whole epistle 0 the subjeet

Lvery time /\n\hll\mulm‘ Gollopge ‘

afdents went to vt hév at-hee bad-.
atde, they lhwur-llyvu tapme - luul\
cheervd and forsied. s lady wiw,
fuilof cncourggemont, tull of smiles,
She haedly eyer (ulkul ulmm frer lcu
rible dlness

of falth livistg tuithy Gath that
always produces frudes Bt he also
croveated o much neglected teuth that
- holds the key, Iy hieuling, He wiote,

ferént l()!lh()(lﬂl()l]h ln peoplo's
iy, - Gotl exprestes His idens’
theaigh the Wible, We must there.
forve grmp tha, ‘!|v]lll|llll Intgnt of His
wards 1o tully umlumhmd llu IHL)lv

|wmmnm : o

SoEiver o taith, if 6 hath not works, W,

And hot umy dad llun woman Bave

Tnith to be headed, but ulm with B0re
she Would be healed.

Yet she died! Why!

Did she have the right Mutudo"
ey, she did. Did slje have fuith - She
certuinly did. Then why dig ahe,
diet |
~ Probably all of u ]mvc kuuwﬂ
people” like her, and ave have anked -
ourselves similar questions. We wone

,dered why some people with, appar-

ontly, much bess fuith - aind dome-
times, secmingly, less converted atfi-
tudes - are healed, while otheis, like
this wormup, die.

Pustor General Herbert W. Arm-
strong has stated that it healing does
not tuke place in this 1T, it wijl oecur
after the vesurgection, That is greatly” -
encouraging.”

But isn't it/nuc llu;i whey v
~ repent of our {sins und call for the

eldefs of God's Church to priay for us
and’ to anoint us that we should

{- ubmmy 1902

¥
i

'

deyd” ¢Jus. 2 1) .

Hut the woman whe dipd had Inuh
arid'workal She did the hest she could
W ledit o £ hoistinn Life, Why will she
have 1o wiit witth the xummunn 10,
be lwuh’tl?

N hile the oplatie of lumcu duuln

. rrhmwily with [aith, the two episties
Peter wrgte put the accent on, hope;
~af for the apostie Sohn, he, in his
llm'c lettors, ex;munded on whm love.

Ihuw threw vhlnw wmlvhlud
h\hh hupc and love uvqnl to us

;‘(he warks of fmgh,

Interestingly enoigh, the up(w!lo

Peter groups these works in three sim.
Dl verses, as he writes: SAnd besjde
. this, giviug all diligence, ndd to your ;5
fuith virtue; and to.virtue knowled g,
. And to knowledpe tempetance; and 1o
tcmpuuuw phticnee; and to pmlcnu!
" godliness; i\nd to-pudlinosy Lrotherly
kindness; and to limthcifﬁ ‘Rindness
charity” {11 Pey. }:5-7).

Do you uuuully unduwmnd the
full 1feiln o those words? Peter
mentidT heven 1upplcmcnts
lmpblmm woiks - that gn; LR

v

+

Peter wiote, under God's lnmi‘hn«
thon, thut the first supploment i, ﬁmli
tho first of the n'quhcd wurku

s virtue,

e the original Check this. wmgl
appears four Umes in the N(\N Teata-
ment, but it i not alwayy trumalivicd -

“virtue™ in the vaclous Viplish ver-
slons. Some teanslate it as “excel. o
lenge,” “styength,”
or evei “wander(ul deeds,” .

“In exsence’ you must conduct your- .
solf nccobding 1o, God's way in order

“ to have diving falth.’ You mrust show

courage -and’ meng\h..und you ,p\mu

< éxeel- iy, your task.:

Petcn alsiyveole, i‘Ye are ¢ e,h -
' generation; 7a yoyaf priesthood, \

“lioly ration, a geduljnr. pc()pk thatyye
“soven |, should shew @ the praises of hin

“who hath calle m; qm ol durkncﬁs

o l.’y

right unfdum" e '



into his marvellous Hpht'g Pet. 2:9).
Here the same Greek word that s
clwowhere ummlulul ni'“virnua" is
rendered “praises.”

Lm\)mlhm, 't it? The words

Uprae” and “wonderful deodn” (Ro:
,vited Standard Vérmion) are used as
cquivalents of the Groek word olue
where trunslated “virtue,”

Therelope, to Juwve var faith (ro-
member, “Faith without works is
dead”™  Jumen 2:28), you mast pro
duce “wonderful douds” or have o
“prnseworthy conduct™ in God's sipht.
That's whit God wants you todo. . (7

5

_ lul m now X l\mhw llw w‘mwix
work that muat by nddéd {o Vnul [}

to muke it live], Petor ataton, * ml
beside this, gwu”{ ull (Illlrc,nw
ndd L.t virtue knnwlm!pu (11 Pot.

I ‘))

Why shoytd km;wlmlyu wmr ripht
altor virtue? The answor is obvious:
to enable us to riphtly determine just
‘what are pood and lmu%wullhy
doods. That knowlodge unly COMos
from God. /

Comsequently, you nosd to study
the Bible nnd lourn what God wanty
you to do. Your deeds must bo ovalu-
ated by His standards and not your
hunian M\Ldmd% Without divine
revelation, you cannot have this
essentinl knowledge.
~ Today humanity a8 -a whole has
much knowledpe of material things,
But is lamentably ipnorant of spiritug)
truths. Men can send highly sophisti: ™
cuted spacecralt into spuace and take
remarkable, pictured of the planets.
Astronduts can set fogt on the moon |
and return to earth safely, '

Nevertheless, that kind of knowl-
pdpe, however awe-inspiring, does
not pwtluce living fuith, It cannot
save a person. Your fuith mast bc
supplemented with the knowledge of |,
Guod's will and His ways, -

*My poeople are dcatruyé@ for luck
of knowledge,” says your Cyeator.
*“Because thou hast rejected knowl-
edge, 1 will also reject thee, that thou

8

shalt be no priest 1o me: soeing thou
hait forgotten the law of thy God, I+,
will alvo Torpet thy qult!run" (Jlm
4:6).

The prophot M
swhat i the true kind!
to be added to your [with: “He [God)
hath showod sfhee, O man, what s
poad; and what doth the Lovd require
of thee, but to do Juntly, and to love,
merey, and to walk lmmhly with lhv
God™” (Mic. 6:8).

Stmple und beautiful words, pro-
vided you prap their spivitual intent.
To do juptly is 10, live by evory word
Ilml proveeds out of giod's mouth; (o
Jove meicy in to be pood to your
neiphbor @ to love him as you love »
yourself, to walk hwnbly with God s
1o do Hin will, and 1o have no other .
pocdy before P,

-Hntmlulmlclv, evor

cleaply qliuwu

since dhe

. |>\'p|nu|np,, the world hu.'. l‘umlud thin
| knnwltd»u.
i

Altor mpplclnmmnm yu(u al’:liih
with virtue dnd Howlddgu YOI, st -
oxercise lemporines o self.captrol..
“And bcmdu this, giving all diligence,
add . o knowlulpc l.umpmuueg'.
(11 Pel. 1:5-0). .

Of what value can knuwle«i(w bt i(-
you don't put it to us¢’ « or il you -
lack self-control? Mord oftep. thay -
not, people know what they aye sugp-

tor o do it

Misuse of anything leads w um,
*For instance, there's nothing wlo;i)(
with eating and drinking. But (o -
muuh cating and  drinking tan bq
sin. .

Do you now see why ‘God w'm.pm
you to add to your fuith a8 a work-
ing part of it sell-contral? You .
must learn to résist tempthtion, to
stop before you come anywhere noar
breaking God'y law. w 'y

. The best-and surest way to resigh -
“ tempjation is to get closer to God, but

you chn only get closer to Him by ,
dofng His will. That's having self-

, control or temperance. : s

Ulodpo thint needs ~

C Ottt

“‘ ‘

Giod's Spiritin you will give you all
the lwlp you noed, bucaune “the fruit of
“the Spirtt iy love, juy, penve, longsuf
foriup, pontlencss, poodnegs,
(Gal.

fuith,
Meckness, 5:22.
24,

temporance”

e _— v
T'o virtue, which is good conduct or
pratseworthy  doeds, you must add
podly knowledgpe: to knnwlul;w sl
uuullul or temporancs in order to
“resint ovil; and 10 sellcontrol, stead-
Tustnons or putience (B Pet, 1:0).
Patence is one of the mowt’ impor-
and one o the hardest -
lhlnpu to practice, Without it you
Cemnot grow in grace and knowledge,

;

pmnllu virtue, acyuire knowlodpe or .

CeRercise self-control,

That's why the apostle Jumey

wrgte: “*My brethren, count it all joy
whan ye fall into divers teniptations;
Knowing this, that the trying of your
“faith workath. pnncnw But tet

pm'mmc have her perlect work, that,

ye may be perfect and entire, wanting,
cnothing™ (Jas, 1:2).

Ta one degree or another we all
lick patience. We often pet upset and
irritated when others don't do what

« they are supposed to do, but we are
very tolerant with ourselves,
© How grateful we should all be to
~God that Ho does not lose pulmnw s

- 'we do!
posed to do, but they Ingk-the uhanw- o

To have putience is to set your ideas;
" your. goals, your mind.on positive
-‘flhmg‘a — with faith all the time.
* Patjence never givw up, no mutter
what. Tt enables you 10 rémoembet that
, Gl loves -your. and that He always
knows what's best {or you.
“Throughout history, all the people
ot God and every dwplu of Christ
had to lenrn to be patient. Today, in

‘this era of corruption, as we eageily

“wait for God's Kingdom.to come,
some of us have not patience enough
to ‘wait. Solrie of God's people quit!
They must have forgotten thut Crod 8
tihing is always best, and that ‘our

faith 1s strengthened when we

paticnlly wifit on Him._ )
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Just what v godliness (11 Jet,
CE6)? How does the Bible define it?
~To beodly is to have a godlike
attitgde. You hgiht loaen to gradually
think like God and behave like Him.
God commtands you to “lond n quiot

and poeaceable dife i all padliness and |

honesty” (1 Tim. 2:2),
Indeed, you have to endeavor to be

. podly und respoctful in evory way

to thinkeand att an God does  to be
patient and kind as He is. Unfortu-
. Quw}y. thes much misunderstood
\ Words plpus or plousness Imyo boen
-ohybstitnted for godliness’ in some
Ffplish versions of the Bible, and
wople are’confused. .
Gadlinesy is synonymous with true
Christingity or true roligion, 1fffact,
. in the Révised Standard Vorsion, this
[ how the same Grogk word luy boen
transluted jn | Timothy 2:10: *But by
pood deeds, ps bolits wamon wha, pee-
foss religions| godliness].” '
As you. can see, Lo Practice padlie
ness is to have godlike religion - the
true religion. Faith without godliness,
iy ddnd,

So far we have briefly examitied

five of the seven supplemonts of
works Peter tells us to add to*our
fpith. The Jdast two concern love
toward our neighbor: first, love oy
“brotherly kindness™ (I Pel, 1:7)
toward God's people; second, love
. wwurq all mankind,’

The “brotherly kifdness” men-

tioned in thik verse is translated frbm

the Greek word philadelphia, whigh
literally means “brotherly.love.” s

W‘E works of your living;
God's Church hgs members all-

love is one
faith.

v )
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‘are pooy

1some gro sick
and vory old; many grc of n difforont
Tuce than you. Nevértheless, they ull
wre your brothren. You must have
brotherly love, for every onc of
them.

* How often do you pray for God's

peoplo around the world? Do you
love them an you do your closest
friends in your Jocal congropatjon?
Aro you concerned nbout their partic-
ulne probloms, their diljeultion and
hardships? You lack WWnp faith if
you don't.”

God commands you to have broph-
erly love - philadelphia - for all
mefibers of Mis Church, Whatever

“their ape, their sdication, their
nalionality and their race, thoy ure
your brothren - “members of God's
spiritual fumily
Holy Spirlt, -

This is the type of concern’ you
shotld have for all of yous, brothegn in
Christ. You must pray log them, sufy
for when thuy spfor, rejoice when
-they rejoicé, T
ly love ‘ad
your faith. .

The wopim I describod at the
boginning of thig article did have
brotherly fove. Sl:s\—lr'ﬁly expressed it
When peoplo went to see hof, 1t was

"sho_who encouraged them. They
rotfimdd home fortified rather than
depressed, bocnuse they saw God's

R..Spivit working in and through her.

She died in u beantiful aptitude.
She will be resurrected - yotally
healed - to live forever_expressing
brotherly ‘love. Can she have wished

,, anythihgagore rewarding?

In nearly all' of his letters, Mr.

Armgtrong asks you tg pray for him
ag well as for all the ministors and for
the Church as a whole. Do you do it?
Or iy your faith without works? =

The final supplement — the sg)l
enth work -— to living faith that Peter
lists is charity, love fgr all mankind

@

who shire with "
you~God's most precious. gibta,Jlis |

'l

X .
(11 Pet. 1:7). The brﬂer’ly love nlone
" or philddelphia ™ is not sufli-
cient; you must tove (agape) evory
humay rogardlesy of his charagter.
Do you renlly lovg everyone,
includiyg your eaouips? Don't you
sometimon oritivide othors, seve the

evil in them, overiook thoir guod‘

deeds? Don't you judge thom instend
of being a light to thom?

Without guestion, there is much ’

wrong in the world, and you, us
Christin, should not be u part of it,
-nor,.#hduld' you judpe it. The whole
wairld today desperately needs God's
»Kingdom to come . Chrisl didn't only
;1‘(-, for His trug followers. He died for
“uv\‘y single human boing,

In fact, when & man cuthe to wk
Christ whayt were the two great com-
mandments, Chtist answered: “Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart, and with all thy soul, And

with all thy mind. This is the first and

N

gront commuandiment. And the second
iw like unto it, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyset™ (Matt, 22:37,
19). . .

“Christ is Aot oily talking here

» indeed, is brotherd
umic supplement g0 sbout brotherly Igve, but of the love

&:gup:') for all mankind, which.is the
INghest form of love., He gxpressed
" agape for cvery single human
when He dicd for our sins, =
- ¢ Consequently you, too, throupl
His Spirit, must have agape for
everything including those who
hate you add who persecute you.

Examine your heart. Is your fnith

truly supplemenied with the seven
works the apostle Peter mentions in
this section of his second episile?
In concluding this section, Peter
wrote, “Wherefore the sather; broth-
, tei, give diligence to make your call-
ing and election sure: for \if ye do
- these things {if you practice these
works of fnith]e ye shall never fall":
I Pet. 1;10).
What a tremendous promise!® If
you have living faith — faith supple-
- inented with these seven works —
you will never, nevet fall. You will
~Jiever give up. “For s0'gn entrance
_shall be ministored unto you abun-
- dantl¥ into the ceverlasting kingdom

§ of our Lord and Saviour Jesuf '
" Christ” (verse 11). t

That's your precious, ultimate

reward. Let your faith bo-truly sup-

- plemented with the works of the Haly.
Spiritt § : ,

-
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( an you vxplam why Christ -
referred 1o His (Il sc tpl('s as ".sali"?

( By Nofinan Shoal

N,

“«Wust who
really”?

Do you ever won-
der what your specific pur-
pose inlife is? Do you
sometimes huv; trouble
hpunnp out ¢xactly where
you fitin the preat scheme

are you,

"ol lhlllp‘»’ Are there times

when you siniply don’t feel
useful or important o any-
ong, including yourself? 2
If you are a Christian, you
should have no such identity”™
crisis. Jesus Chris¢ bougfl/
and paid for us with His own
blood. He even now owns and

" uses us, as we allow Him tos

Christ tells us jn His Word
exactly who we are und what

‘-wé are o be dumg lmlﬂ
now.”

~In what is referred to ay
the Sermon on thé Mount,

Christ ook Hig-¢losost- disciples to a

secluded place on a mountainside and

there personally tay ,,,11"'" about

their vommiigsivn and the: wiy of life
_that lwd‘a to true, happiness. ‘

( thercoursf of this lt.uchmg,

iy told thfe disciples .(and us

)T “Ye afe the salt of the'earth:

4 if the salt have lost his savour,

_ wherewith_shall it be salted? it i

thenceforth good for ngthing, but to
*Be cast out,.and to be trodden under
foot of men” (Matt. 5:13). .
What did Christ mean, *“Ye are the
salt of thc carth™? Why use, 3ymbol~

ically, thiy eommnion seasoning? What

~ caht salt teach s nljout our ‘(“hn-mml '
-calling? - '

< Salt hds swural upquﬁ(, qualities

“that shed light ou how we: are to func-

“tionas Christians. «

. g .
‘Used uparln -l
. Sglt -ocouss. commonly sn nature.

salt, mostly in varidus industries. -
But only 3 percent of the world'

“salt.is used in the home. Think of the’.
smiall amount of salt you use to yeason

a menl J ust a dnsh

1"
a .

- a few gs:ams -

makes a big difference:
In Christ's day sult ‘'wigs not
as available as it is now, Sall
wits once 50 valuable that it
wits used to pay the wapes of
Rotan soldicrs. We got. the
Eoglish word salary §tom
vhis ancient pn\uiu: of paty-
~ing with salt, .
Sult was alsorused a8 pay:
ment in buying and setling
Ureek, slavesy toduy people

mmclimw usk \vlu et u per-
soh is “wdth his saRljn eval
wating JRim. The dispiploss

would/have  understood  the
vuhyﬁ and rarity of salt, So
- what did. (lhxlat mean when'
He Gallgd #His dis T
“salt™? 9( %P
Just-this-God is not calling
the whale weyld now, as. Pas-
_tor General Herberl W,
" .Armstrong has prlumud‘
“No man can come to me,’
Christ said, ‘“‘except the
Father which hath ‘sent me drnw
him" (lnhn 6:44). :
God is only Wworking with w small”
roup of people at thissfime. And-
od is only working witfl this “little
flock™ (Lukc 12:32), 1o get a gpecific
job d(nc — preaching the Gospel of
the coming Kirigdoglof God in all’
the world far a’witness to all nations

_ About 14,000 uses.gre catalogicd for (Mott. 24:14).

¥ In pther words, lI‘UL Chnsuans are U‘;
rare,. God's trie people, in-whom. the §
" Spirit of God resides (Rom. 8:9), are
far fewer in dumber than this world’s V;
“Chnsnumty recognizes. True &

"The GOOD NEWS Fabruary 1982
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o this tivie, wo, nor ever shall be.
And except those ddy» shduld be
shortened, there should” no flagh be
saved: but for the eloct’s sake those
“dhitys shall b shortened.”

I mot lor a proup of truly cpn-

verted, faithful servants, of God on
. this carth, God would haweno Yeason
to save nnkind alive from the com-
ing, holocaust! e

True Christians are that group.

Qur job s the “splt of the earth” in* ‘

this age is far more awesome thansou
may have reahized.

Study God's Word
\

Sait bay othes uses, and we could
dmw uilict spiritual analogies l'rom

H()W

I he same sentence in which He
instructed  His diseiples ghgt they
were to be the “salt of @c }ur(h,"
Cherst warned that  flis\ fullowers
should not “lose their savor™

“Ye M’lhc salt of the earth: but if
the saliNeave tust dus savour, where-
with spall™t be salted? it is thence-
forth good for nothing, but o be cust
-oul, Jild to be.trodden under iwt ol
men” (Mattim5:13).

Salt wathout any flaver is, indeed,
oo for little But how does salt lose
ity savor? And what does this warn-
ing mean ' Christians?

Sull s an enduring manergl. 1t can

lasta long tige und undergo i lot of -

pressure

we! its guality dimin-
ishes. B

‘The deprosils_in_salf mines, from

. wimh wan obtains, most of the auit

used i the world, are thyusands of.

vears old Vet the sivor or taste is sull
there.

Fven rclm@ ;mll can bL
stored for extuutjcd }mrmds‘ .

, amd retainits flavor
Theugh the salt may grow
hurd o lumpy. its
“salty™
r'cnimns

cun

Syl
hot spail.

ssolved

in water,
saly dis-

appears,

but ity

- Christians shoul

ol splt”

quallty - -

" yet tur the dunghm" (l ukt: i4: 35)

Christ’s statement in Matthew 5:13.

As an esseptishaiticle of dict, salt
Historically symbolized.. hO%]\lld'lly
s the world's most
hospitable people. -

~The Otd Testament uses the
phrase “*¢avenant of saft" (Num.
18:19, 11 Chrowe=13:5). This phrase
described an unbreakable aliance
between friends. The covenant we
-made with God at baptist should be
pnbreakable. ‘And we
hawe the privilege of considering God
our friend

l)ou t just read over the mforma-

tion in your Bible. God went to preat

lengths to produce ahd preserve this
book for us#oday, .lud it i§ rich wnh

Does Salt Los

quality rcnmlrw,mu the water and '

ymi'll find thatthe salt is still theee.

T S4alt can a0 Ue subjected to
extréine teperature. Even at 800
degrees Centigrade, the temperature

~at which it melts, salt still retains its

particular chennical composition.
So how can the savor of salt: be

_compromised or déstroyed? Only il it
reacts Uhgmiulll): with some other

substance - il it 18, so to speak, con-
taminated by sofire ouysldu in-

 fluence.

The salt used-in ( hrist's day was
u(u.n natural rock salt. This “salt,,

whea exphsed to the rain, sun arfd air,
CU“MIW saltiness. But the salt
that was Mose to the rock remained
protected and rliined its savor.

Can_you_ scefthe_implitation _for.
Christ's followers? :

Jesus said that though we ‘must be
in the warld, we are not to'bo of the -

- world (John 17:15-16).

Consider. this strong warning in

Revelatiop 18:4; “Come out of. her,
iny peuplc. that-ye be not partakers of -
hew sins, and {hut ye receive nat of her
plngucq :
Choked by “the cures of. lhm
and the deecitfulness of mhcs. and
lusts of other khmgs epe r‘n% in,’
Christians ¢ me.
(Murh 4:19).- As the “salt gf "the
earth,” we can osg our sivor, and aré
thercafter * *nieither fit fm' the land, nor

wond,

tion fronf vutside i

-

¢ -
wpiriluul truth. Look at all the mean-
ing in just this one verse, Mutthews,
§:13.

Examine ®he words in the Bible
and make sure you know théir defini--
tions. Put all the scriptures on any
one subject together to get ‘the full

* implications. Meditate on what you .

read and ask God 10 give yoyamore
understanditip, of His Word.” *

The Bible is “able to make thee
wise unto salvation”™ (11 Tim. 3:15).
Ruxlly tudy God's Word! 1t tells you
whio vou are and what you are to | be
doing. v,

Grow, in prace and knowledpe of
‘God's truth, and truly become the
“salt of lhm.cmth o0

God's

< and left

thoy ullu\ud “thicl)
taminated by this

Perhaps they belillle ‘obsessec B
with muking, money. ViFbe' t t
the trials in their Christian livesover-

whelm them. @r myybe they’ Tistened
{o the mgumuus and attacks of dissi-
du\lu and detrastors, und decided ghis -
was not God's Church. .

What ‘about -you? What concerny

-you the, tost?

Is it your job, family trgublés, the

-xokcn-dnwn home you live.in, the

sire 16 be married, your loneliness
or un endless list of things you would”
like to- mqulrc for yoursell? P

LOr s it the high_calling of Jesuy
Chnst His end-time Work and your
part in it and developing the perféct,
holy, righteous character that pleases

God? '

I 'you are concerned. most, with

" anything other than the iu,nlq in this

- lutter list, stop and examine Yourself.

Get back on the track quickly. You:
are the “splt of the earth,” but salt’
_cah lose its savor through contamina-
fluknces. °

God wants you to obey Him and be

nuu'nl i~ His . Kingdom. That's why you

were created. Nothing glse matters.
Nothing else will moke you happy.
Be the “salt of. the earth” — axgll.’

_ don't foge your savor! - 01
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What is a now moon? How
does God want us Yo regard new
moons today?

At treation wgek God made the
ddy to consist of (,vcmng and morning
{Gen. 1:5). He also created the Sab-
bath-day to make the week compléte
(Gen. 2:2- N

The mig’mh du,ordmg, 0 (Jqu
method of reckoning time, begins dt
S _the new moon (Gen. 1:14). We
- visually recognize the beginning of a

new month by the first, thin crescent

in the western sky just after sunsct.

e God commanded observance of the
L weekly Sabbath, but not ‘the new

- moon, as a ggy of worship.

¥ Later, when the Church was in the
wilderness (Acts 7:38), God com-
manded observince of annual Holy

Days according to His plan for add- -

"+ ing members 1o Mis Family (Ex.
, 23#44-17). But rlc gave no instruc-
tion fo. worship on cach new moon.

When Isracl sinned by gmvously
disobeying (jod's commands,  the
ernal instituted the ‘sacrificial Sys-
¢ to remind Jacob's people of the
-onyequences lor sin ‘dnd ‘point to the
human- nged of redemption (Jer.
7:21-28, Heb 10:4-12).  *
The sacrificial offerings were made
"evenings and mornings (datly), every
Sabbath (weckly), on new moons
" {monthly) and on Holy Days “(an-
. Tnually). This act of worship on new
\ moons has no More bearing on God's
" Chuich today than Mosaic sacrifices
\\ *do on any Gther. day. ’ -
S The only biblical reason for special
-activity on new moons in Old Testa-
ment times .was the Eternal's com-
‘mand to dssemb&p when two trumpets
* were blown on"a new moon during
’ the wilderness wandering (Num.
10{1-10). These trumpeu. are not
blown now. 3 .

] = ' - The Bible commands_only one

dsse,mbly for the Chur€h on a new
moon, That is on the Festival of
Trumpets, the first aay of the seventh

( _nonth.
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Amos 8:% refers to the House of
Isracl, who changed God's laws,
Apparently these peoplé had made it
their practice to cease buying or scll-
ing on a new meon, v

Certainly some sacrificing and new
moon getivities will occur in the Mil-

: h.nnium (Ezek. 46°1-2). So will cir-

cumcision and the Levitical Ppriest-
hood among lsraclites (Ezek. 44:9-
11). After Christ’s return everyone
will ddily, weckly, monthly and
annually worship God (Isa. 66:23).

The Worldwide Church of God
‘takes nofe of the new moon judt as
God intends (€ol. 2:16) — as the
beginning of the month in His solar-
lunar calendar, so we can know when
to keep His Haly Days.

Did Christ ever eat the moat of
animais? Was.He a vegetarian?
© We read in Juke 2:41-42 that it
was the cugtom of Jesus’ parents to go
up to Jerusalem every year 10 eat the
Passover. When Jesus wids 12— the
age a young Jew was considered a
man - - He wedt with them.

Each family killed and ate a lamb

at the Passover, so Jesus ate meat,
Undoubtedly Hé'continued to cat the
Passover every year. We have specific
mention that He ate the Passover at
< ftheend of his life (see Luke 22:1, 7-8,
15 and parallel passagessp Matthew,
Mark and John).

* Had Jesus been a vegetarian,

people — especiaMy those faultfind- ~
¥ crs who werg always standing around

to catch Him - would have noticed
2;1::1 wondered. The subject would
ceome up'in the Gospel accounts.
Therefore it is obvidus Jesus ate’the
samé things other Jews ate, including
animat flesh.
If Jesus had been a vcgctdndn He
would have been known ds an ascetic

like John the Baptist (Luke 7:33). -

Instead, Jesus was called a glutton
and a drunkard.(vérse 34) because

_ He attended banquets and ate with ,

" Pha¥isces, tax collectors and other
affluenT peapfe who cermmly ate
meat (verse 36

As Lord, Chiist also vulmd Abra-
ham, and we rc..)xd that Hc\(c flesh
,(Gcn 18:1- 8).

ermen and helped them catch fish, and
He ate fish Himself (John 219, 13

. Peter, like Jesus, undcrslMat
some animals were created to be

. ~

As a man Christ associated with fish-_

i

caught and killed to be used for man’s
benefit (11 Pet. 2:12). \

In isalah 11:12, the Blble usss
the expression “‘the four corners
of the,.earth.”” Didn't the Old Tas-
tamont prophete understand that
the sarth was not flat?

The men of God in ancient times
possessed basic knowledge of God's
vast creation. The cxpression *‘the

four corners of the carth™ is merely a

“figure of speech. Isaiah used the
phrase (o paint a2 woid picture of how
God will rescue His, people from cap-
tivity and bring them back from the
. extremities of the carth to establish
the Kingdom of God on this pldnc&
The word translated “corners™ can,
mean wings or skirts. On many occ.x-
stons God pictures the carth as an
extgnded garment dver which He has
# all-embracing power” (¢.g., Job
38:13).
It is clear that men of GQd under-
stood that this earth is an prb, not fiat
*and four cornered. Notice ls.xrgh
40,22: It is he that sittcth upon the
€ cle of the earlh and the inhab-

ants thercof are as grasshoppers; .

that stretcheth out the heavens as a.
curtainy-dnd spreadeth them out as a
tent to dwell in.’

While the Bible is not a lcxlbqok
on science, it is the foundation of all
truth and knu\yludgc

-

Can we ook to Jesus-too
much, and make Him to be in our

minds above God the Father? Or-

should we think of Jesus as being
less than God the Fathar? N

If you Worship Jesus, you_ almost -

automatically acknowledge the Father
at the same time, and vice. verss. thn
Jesus’ disciples didh't quite under-
stand Christ's” relanonshlp to His
Father, He cxpldmed it this way: ¥l am

" the way, the truth, and the life: ho'man

cometh unto the Father, but by me"
(John 14:6).

- Christ and the Father arc one (John
10:30)." And Christ Himself com-
mands us to give God the Father the
precminence by praying to thF Father

. (Matt. 6:9), even though we pray in

“Jesus’ name (John 16:23).

So. we.should: -worship both - ng'

7 the Father and, Jesus Christ as mem-’
bers of the God Family — onc as our

. Father and the oxhcr as our Savior

“and High \’rlcst
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Imost every  man has
. dreamed of being mar-
- : ried to the Proverbs 31
. . woman that ncar-super
heroine who se¢ms 1o be able -
| to do it-all.
' .+ She is totally. ’capable, yet subo
‘ . * missive to her- husband. She is.
|7 highly mtclhgent ye;, cTothca
. ' with humility,
" Many.men have read. thns chap-
+ ter -of the Bible and - !ongmgly
>\ wondered if such a kwgman has
- ever lived.
« - o - But-few men have ever sloppcd to/
ponder what kind of man deserves
: such a woman,
L - They may fantasize about how
- wonderful it would be to be martied
3 . .. to this visjon of’ true womanhood, .
R ~but they have- probably never ama=-
lyzed whether they weuld be WOrlhy
" of her. :

u think the proverbml “rua-

omineering, malcachamnmst

e
‘\w BRI
e
N

Y

R ByRonald Kelly 3

- . s

What man wouldn t want a fantas,ttc
wzfe like .the Proverbs 31 woman? But
what kmd of man, deserves such a woman7 o

u =¥

type reaﬂy deserves thc woman
dépicted jn Proverbs 317,

Or how about the hly h\remd.'"'
“weak- kd{:ed 'mouse? Could such an .-
o mt'rcvcrt ever acmeve happmess a.nd' =

propcrly lead the capable woman of
" Proverbs 31?7 -

Men, it’s high time io slop worrymg
about where this wondcrful wife is and

e far. more ‘concérmed about .

.bccommga Proverbs 31 husband. '+
* In fagt, i
erbs 31 husbands, thcre would be .
miore Proverbs 3K wives. ;

o

theré were more’ Prov-

What kittd ofahusband ‘Sffuld it

!akc to lead, Jove, provide for and

- protect this outstanding woman we
read about in Proverbs? At first'you

miglit think¥f a dominant, promi-.

"nent; self-confident mian ‘whose, wifg
-trails five paces behind him.— meek. ;
“quiet, 'seen but-seidom heard.” Bu

1]
that's naot - how 1hns WOmg!n 15

'depiucd

The Proverbs 31 womm is c«spabl
fident. ‘Heard as well as seen.
Rcspcucd Known




intelligent, pr'oﬁcicn: and lgving does
not hide her in a tent. He shouts her
praises for all to hear — he wants the
world to know. that the epitome of
femininity, grace and talent is per-
sonified in his wonderfdl wife.
- Let's take a fresh look at Prov-'
erbs 31, this timg to see what
< kind of man l¢ads and -
provides: for ‘the Prov-
. .crbs 31 woman.

=]

‘Read it again “...and a pprtion to

her maidens.”™

This family's success has made it .

possible for help to be provided,
which, in turn, makes it possuble for
the wife to achieve her maximum
powgntial. The Proverbs 31 wife is not
_constantty “‘barcfoot and pregnant”

— she is not a poverty-laden scrub-

woman eking out a barc cxistence ina

‘ramshackied hut on the wrong sideof -
* town. '

hand to the poor; yea, she reacheth
forth her hands to the needy.”

She is,a woman of accomplish-
ment. Her famlly is provided with the
finest quality ‘clothing and food. Shc
has maidservants. :

She also has time availablé, and she
‘uses her time to the best possible
advantage — not lying by the ‘pool on .

a sunny afterndbn, whiling away
countless hours, or sitting glued to a
television screen keeping up with the

A successtul man The Proverbs 31 husband has pro~

vided an environment in which
wife can reach her full capablhues

latest intrigue ‘and drama of ‘soap : .
operas, And she spcnds much of her '
time in service.

-Yvu see, she and her husband have
both developed their potentials. to
hekp and serve in addition to taking g
care of their own family's needs. - :

Ccrtalnly whoever the Prqverbs
31 woman 'was, she has provided the
finest exambple for every woman to
cmulate. ’
But Solombon. the author of mbst of
the Proverbs, probably did not fiave a

A person of ssrvaco

1 have known of more than one
‘man who has browBeat his wife wnh

wif¢ like this. Among his 300 wives  Proverbs 31:15. “Get up woman,” he \ N
and 700 concubines, it is doubtful  slurs sleepily. * “Why can't you rise up_ Mutual trust and respect N B
that ther¢ was a woman of this kind  like that Proverbs 31 woman?" ‘One of the most vital elementssina - T ’ .

of lgve and wisdom. Solomon proba-
bly didnt even know 2ny onc of his
" wives ‘well ‘enough 16 write such a,
- complimentary chapter.
" The Proverbs 31 woman —_ and -
the Proverbs 31 husbard — remain
buried in anonymity. We just don't’
know who they were. o4
But this woman does seem practj- -
tally perfect. And the man? Well, we
may not haye given much attention to
him. But he himself must have been a
" person of great ability, outgomg con-
cern and wisdom. -,
Hidden .between the lines of thc
" - verses in Proverbs 31 we see a man
wha must have provided a far-better-
1han-avcragc hvmg for his farmly
vRead verse 23:.
“*Her husband is.. known in the
n '.gams. when h¢ sitteth among, the:
~ elders of the land.” Tihe husband of . -
“Proverbs 31 “was respected in the- .
. commumty He sat with the wise of
" the city and possessed wxsdom and
ability, He'earned. the réspect of his

Certainly, Proverbs 31 shows a'dil~  stccessful marriage is trust and
jgent wife rcspondmg to the needs of  respect. The Proverbs 31 husband -
her houschold. She does tise wagly . please note it — totaMy lrusts hls
and she does have everything ready to . wife. -
make the bcgmnmg of the day enjoy- How many women today ﬁavc

" able for everyone, including the live- _ teceived the respect and trust they
in help her husband has provided. It descrvc" Greed, -jealousy, mistrust
seéms$’ many men feel the woman ~.and a host 'of wrong emotions dom»—
should be up carly -in the morning . nate many marridges.
getting all the chores done in addition - How does the ProverBs 31 husband
to providing the nogishing breakfast . Tegard his wife in this area? Read it’

-the family. reeds for a proper start. in verses 11 and 12: “The heart of her

Monctdry wealth did not go to this . husband doth safely trust in her, so
woman's, head. She, had. not become  that he shall have no need. of spoil. .

“lazy merely because maidens had.  She will do him goqd and not evil all * !

been provided.- In fact, ishe felt a the days of her life. o

responsnbxh!y to.‘cveryore in the. - Trust and respect are a two-way . - :

houschold including $he hired help. - street The wife’ s‘clnduct certamly . o - .

But part-of her reSpensnbxhues must be' worthy of fespect. But it is I -
must <have mciudcd outluung duties' " the husband wh must gwe lhc

and’ projects’ for he? ‘maidens.  trust. o

throughout the day. She was respon- ' . s _Aind how. about. § word of prmse g e

sible for the - hous:hold organization - now and' then? o wE

- dnd opcr'mcms . ‘One of the Proverbs states, "A IR It

* There .is-yot. anothér” hm: of the- word ﬁ:ly spoken is like ‘apples of - © - o

famxlys ﬁmmcna] ‘stability ‘in -verse & gold in fncturw ‘of xllvcr” (Prov o

25 U

'pecrs as we]l as that of hns wif¢ .and- | 21: “She is not afraid of the snow for . .,
 fhmily. * - her houschold: for all.her household - How is this fbr a word ﬁtly spo- .-,
oy n addmon he achleved a measure are clothied. with scariet.” Garments  ken? “Her children arise up, and call ) . S
of financial sugcess. Notlce verse 15:  of substaq,tna! qualny are here. " her blessed: her husband also, and he L
- “She riseth alsd while it -is yet hight,. depicted. The'children were not irf  praiseth ‘her.” How about it, ‘hus =~ = . .
- and. giveth meat to her household, . 'torn and tattered rags. This famiily - ‘bands? When was the Jast time you. . . vhe N

- and. a portion. to her maideris.” The " -had ho fedr ofth®bitter colds of win-
‘. waman -described: in this. verse is full -
of -diligence and zeal, rising bef 170

" the test of her’ famlly to help prcpare
them for the day. . S

. - But have you gver noticed that this

-« houscheld has, to put it in modern

“said, “Honey, that was a'super job"? -
“ter. The: Proverbs -31' woman pur- -
chased quality_ -gavments. or . madc
" them with hér own hands. . .
Throughout this msgnhg chnptcr'

we find thal this superwoman is con- -
stantly a pe son-of service. Notice:

When was the last time you comph- v ]

- mented syour wife on a well-cooked - SRy

_meal? Or a.clean and neat house? Or - .~

the extra time shc spcm helpmg a

sxck neighbor? N
Unfortunately, . most of ;he titne, .

the good/decds md hard. work go . - ]

-paraphrasc full-time h:,red help?  verse 20: “Ske stretcheth euar her
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‘ unnouced — ccrlamly un%mpli-
mented.

.
You men would llkga Proverbs 11
wife? Then, first, you'be a Proverbs

31 husband!

Trust, respect and praise for your
wife — these are important qualitieg

- of the Proverbs 31 husband

She has ablilty
Until late in this century, many

societies have presumed that men

were superior to women in every way.
In The Good News -we have becn

.unmotivated, unsophisticated wench.’

~ Rather, she is an intelligent, capa-
ble, cultured. industrious woman who

- comphments her husband’s suc-

I's

pubhshmg a series of articles, largely "

. directed to women (but, it is hoped,

read by all members of God's

_ Church), in which we have empha-

sized that God did not make superior
and inferior when He made male and
female.

He did make woman “bone of my
bones, and flesh of my, flesh™ (Gen.

'2:23). And He made male and female

“heirs together of the grace of life™
(I Pet. 3:7).. -

God did make male and female dif- -

ferent. Map was not complete as male
alone (Gen. 2:18). Different, yes. But
one bem:r than th&, other? - By no
means..

Hchvcr.A God creatcd man male

and female, -each. wih separate -

responsibilities to perforh. Each was

1o achigve lhe fullest potential possi-
blez There is not superior «nd infe-

rior. This has never been undcrstood

“ in the hisiory of mankind.

~Don’t get the idea we have leaped

“over to, thc side of ‘the “libérated .
_ woman.’
-deal of instruction relevant to hus-’
" bands and- wives.. There is male and-
“feraie. There is ‘breadwinner ‘and
-homemaker :
. 7 .In past articles in The Good News, .
we sliowed how God designed ;
in wlnch gach of s, male or female, .

" The Bible offers a’great

can Jevelop our ultimate potential.

.VWe showed that the calhng of the

“average, everyday housewifé’

By cmphasxzmg the capablhties of

a Proverbs 31 woman, wedo not want
© to swing like. the proverbial pendy--
. lum far to the left of the God-inspired = .
and created- purpose for male and
. feinale — hisband and wife.

'is just,
- as great as’that of a corporate pr&sxw'-
" dent.’ :

cesses. 4

She cares for her children person-.
ally. She works hard. She has de-
veloped a sense of personal confi-

-dence that has made her individually

succedsful as a person, a wifé, a moth-
cr and a home manager, and in appro-
priate personal business affairs.

If there are any. male chauvinists
reading this article, | imagine they
have not read this far. If they have; -
these statements might be’ the final

" straw that breaks the camel s hack.

 chauvinist may ask,
‘have personal business dealings? A

' the male
“‘a woman can

“Do you mean to say

woman?"-Yes, a woman can be suc-
cessful in appropriate personal busi-

- ness dealings — that’s what i€ says in
_the Bible.

Look at the principle in Proverbs’
3 : .
_ Girst, verse 24, ““She maketh fine .
linen, ang selleth it;.and delivereth

_ girdies unto the merchant.”

n-addition, notice verse 16: -‘_‘She

‘considereth a field, and Juyeth it

with the fruit of her hands shc plant-

- ¢th a vineyard.”

Many, many. women have good

business heads. They have the ability -

to turn their time into pmﬁts and to

_ be of service to their famnhes and

othérs.

That does not méan xhis Proverbs
31 woman weift - off to become a
major sorporate executive. She did .

_ not leaveé her chndrcn in a day-carc'

away ©

center from -the time they were 6 -
+ weeks old forward. She did not travel..
~ far "and abroad . leavin® her - family
- behind jn some sort of role reversal, -
‘with her as breadwinner and her hus- . *

_.band a ‘housdhusband ~The Prav-

But you just cannot relegate the -

Proverbs 31 woman to the backseat, -

_She is not - an lgnoram wed'ucated;

16.

< ““erbs 31 woman; obvicusly, first: and< )

foremost has an allegidnce and sense -
of lcSpons»bxtny 1o her husband and

. family and maidens. . f-

Bt cari you seg what kind of- fam-

ily this is? The husband’s. education,

prcaugc and success have afforded

magny opportunifies for the family., -
The wife has been.abie-to fulfill her - .-

duties as a wife'and mother a,nd at the
same nmc d'c'Ichpp her' persbnal
sk:lls R -

How many men today ‘have
achxsycd & sense of ptrsom;l streqgth |

PR

" intimidated when their wives develop

and worth such that they do not féel

skills? How many husbands have

confidence in their wives'. ability to

“capsider a field and buy it"?

The Proverbs 31 husband has
encouraged his wife’s personal devel-
opmcx’n and has demonstratéd confi-
dence in her abilities,<He is p of
her accomplishments.™

A negative example . .

Sometime back a fady. in God’s'
Church came to me for counsel and
advice. Her marriage to a member of

the Church had ended tragically in
~ despair,

heartache and, ultimately,
divorce. .

She wanted me to hclp her hus-
band ang other men in God’s Church
sec that there is more to the woman's
function' in marriage than mop han--

- dles and dirty diapers.
In this sad case, the lady involved,

had tremendous talent in ar{.-She had

the ability to paint and the personali- -

ty and skill to market her paintings

" and profit from her talent. : :
But her husband forbade her to
paint and ordered her to do hothing

more than cook the meals, clean the

house, have babies and work in lhe .

yard. -
This was his mistaken impression
of what God ‘wanted a woman to be.

" He not oniy refused to let his wife seld

her paintings, but he even com-™

-.manded her not to paint at all.

I the course of time, the hus-

* band's indbility to see his wife’s need

0 use her talents brought only heart-

ache and misery. The mamage endcd o

in divorce, -

This Jady did’ not wam to become a..

' blg art tycoon. — she did ‘wani to

express hierselfiin hép paintings-and to'

. be able o sl a few now and then. .
"But her -husband just wouldn't let. -
‘Her. He wasd:z;a vacrbs 31 hus-

band. He di

ment of those talents ds he provided

‘the proper direction and: framework'

. for the ﬁam:ly .
is.a both sides . 0 F
Perhaps—whnlc sou have hcen read-;: -

ing this article you have opened your.

Bible 10 Broverbs 31 and read verses . )

it
‘1 would 'like to ask you to stop

. hcadmg thearticle rxght aow and read
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and skms He di not"permu develgp- .
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- alsh

tpfough the entirg section of Prov-

trbs 31:10-31.-1f%ou have a modern

7« translation of the Bible, such.as. the

Revised Standard Version or the

" New International\Version, use it.

You now might see this chapter in
a totally new light. Not only will you
find a truly phenomenal wife, but you
find a. rdre and wonderful hus-”
- band. -

You ladies reading this article:

Read Proverbs 31:10-31 and sec how
you measure up against this wife.
Would your husband describe you-as
a jewel worth far more than rubies?

And you men reading the article:-

- See if you can honestly say, I am
man enough to deserve, lead and love
this kind of woman.” .

Set yourself to capture the spirit and
intent of what it means 1o be a Proverbs

- 31 wife or a Proverbs 31 husband
,whlchevcr you happen tobe.

Pa.sior Gengeral Herbert W. Arm- .
strong dectared 1981 the “year of the

,famxly 1981 is now hxsmry and we

are into 1982.

But thai does not' mean thas we in
Ged's Church should no longer
-emphasize improving family life.
. During 1982 we should even go
',beyond what we dCcdmphshcd in

198l i

smg attention on the

; ge & type ~ °
. The Bible instructs huysbands and

.,

wife is'a type of the marriage between
Christ and His Church.

This mystery is revealed as each
partner in the marriage fulfills
important responsibilities.

A Christian wife must develop to

her full capacity, must be properly |

submissive to her husband — he is
the head of the family, just as Christ
is the Head of the Church. There has
to be authority in the home.” God
designed the family to depict, this
‘spiritual type. Christ is the Head of

Head of the Church (the bride) and
‘the eternal marriage that will take
‘place at His return.

Husbands, likewise; are to learn to
love their wives ras Christ loved the

- Church — He ever gave Himself for

wives-1o typify. as muich as is possible |

in,the flesh. the coming marriage of
Christ to His Church. The husband is.
to be 4 type of Chnsl Lhc wlfe a aypc
of the Church.
That marriage is to xake place vcry
»‘soon now. Whep Christ returns, one
0 the first joyfuk evemts of His King-
‘dom will be the Weddmg of the. Lamb'
RCV |‘9 7 9,
“What' kipd &ﬂ bndé Wl] Chnsn
~ také?. Do yoy think’ this bride (thé"
:Chhch) is d'ewmed by ‘sime dmﬂb

“blonde bombagell” type — an emp-
iy-headed, terbraitied “sex - sym-
bol?” e '.

< Hardiy! ‘ '

" Here’s whai the éub‘e sa\s - Lcl us
. be-glad agd rejdRe. am? give. honcmr
m him: E’or hie m!‘r

self. rcddy"' {Rev..

" explaiged in Ephess.mS 5.3 33 the
© greatmystety that the physucaﬂ wari-

ml sl.m b&lwu,n a husband and a

The GOOD NEWS Feb!uyy 1982
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- has already had one wile who plyyed
the harlot and had to be put away..

. oul -like. Jezebel.

it. He, died for hee. Through that
supreme act ‘of sacrifice, forgweness
of sin became possible.

The. bride of Christ is to be clean
and pure and holy. And, we might
add, int¢lligent, diligent and indu$-
trious in addition {0 being loving,
kind and submissive. You see, Christ
has been allowing the CHurch to

develop the skills and abilities. that”
- will help her fa:!hfully seeve Hlm for -

all eternity.

Christ is-not going 10 marry soime
ignorant, wishy- washy spmclcss in-
travert.

" shouldn’t husbands be permitting

their wives to dcvclop those full capa~ <
bilities? \ 4

In fact, shouldn’t they be encour-
aging their wives to develop those

'«: skills and abilities that help them

. the Church. He will always be the.

On. the other hand Cbrm ds not

going to marry some brazen, smart-
mouthed, self-centéred hussy decked

Christ was martied 16 Israel -—. He

Through His death, however, forgive-

'-‘ness ofvall. sins cantake’ p!aec a.nd

Ncw Tcsmrriem Israel, the Chisrch, is_
-in the pmcesq of being made holy and’

o marrwgc

f Develep your polantl&l

In ancient -times,’

. pure — pxepanng hersﬂ' fvr the “-

" In God's Kingdom, Christ is gomg

" 'to give a-lot of responsibility 10 Hig. -

“wife. But. she will always_be under
_His authority and care,

. Then how &boul today?

] Slwuldn! you inen be, dsvciopmg:‘
> wver) po»isnb!e attriblige you can to
.. rule and Serve.in G

3 Kingdom? "

And shoulda’t
-oping allthe possil

" And the next logical question —

wives be devel-.
¢ skills you canto
- be part of that bride, too?

reach their"ultimate potential in this
life as homemakers, wives, mothers

" and future parts of the br:de of Jesus

Christ? /- »

The Bible reveals some shocking
truths. Preconceived and false ideas
‘have ‘dominated whole "sccieties for
_moast of the 6,000 years of human

istory. Time-honored beliefs some-
times have to be thrown away.” The
Blblc*jusl doesn’t say what many
people seem\to think. -

- In our grtigles on the famnly we
havé been trying to show how impor-
tant it is to achieve your maximum
potential. . v

Those born malé have.a rcsponsn-
bility 10 develop their ‘itimate poten-
tial and, in marriage, become loving,
waring, proyiding husbands who are
heads gffiouscholds and inspirational -
feaders 10 their families, .

Those born female have an equal.
respo;lssblhly 10 develop, within the
framework of the functions God has
created for them, the ultimate poten-
tials as a wife, mother, homgmaker
and future eternal spirit being in the
Kingdom of God.

it s. cnmcly possible for a wnfc to 7
» be.submissive 1o hér husband and at
the same timeé be 2. tremenadous *
homemaker and mother to her chil-’

--dren, and 1o develop her skills.in the

‘home and family and outside of the. .
famnl) as time. aqd abilities permit.

It is -posgible. for a husband to be -

" the wise, respected, successful and ~
levmg leader of his family -1t is possi-
‘ble fo# @ man. to be ndlrried w0 a
“woman who-is. m(cjhgcnl and
respected for her. own .accomplish-
" ment$ and abilities and wisdom. .

* With God's help, 8ach of you wives
“and mothers reading this articlé can
become more and more like the ulti-
mate wife depicted in- Rroverbs 31..

* Make it your goal to do just-that..

And 2ll you husbands, who may
"have never thought of it before, have
- responsibilily te. bec@me,the ulli-

- mate Proverbs 31 husband. it {akes a

- whole lot of man to do se — not’ migny .

“have. But armed with true Knowl-

edge, with ‘God's ‘Spirit :md God's_

help. you can? _D
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; . ) ou've seen the
. . Wiraffic sign thay |
. i “says ' Yield.”
havent you?’ e
It means, basically: “You
-don’t have the right of way. Give
‘the othier traflic priority.”

know what to do.
When you sec.the word yield in

" 10 yielding than meets the eye.
" Yield is not one of the more common
words in the English Bible. But in

‘explain our responsibility io God -and
§ - His law. once we are baptized.

| God ..

“are . . for as.ye have yielded your
membcrs seryants to uncieanness .

] ~{verses 13. 16..19).
.-, -} The.meaning is fairly, obvnous
] Anyone who is used to pausing at a

you c a baptized member of God's

ol

|
B |

,i 1
| g8
| !

So whign you see a yield sign, you .~ )

the ‘Bible, you also know what. to. do, .
fight? Not negessarlly There is more

. Romans 6. Paul uses it several timesto

““Nieither yield ye your membersas  and His way priority. In other words, -
- instruments of unrighteousness_unto .
sin> but yield yourselves uato -
. to whom ye yield yourselves ..
scrvanls to obcy, his' scrvants. ¥e

even so pow yield your members ser--
" vanits to rxghtcousncss unto holiness”™ .

yield, sugn would get the pomt Orce  _ an exact scignee.,
‘Church. you can't_ just go burtling ..
through lifc doing what youy Rave -
ajways. done. You wall coihde -with-

Your sz!e tel[s youto “yield
yourself unto God.” But do
" you know exactly what the

Bible means when it says
yield”? Don'’t be too sure!

'By John Hah‘ord

2

you.no #onger have .the “right of.
way.” That's yneldmg in plain
Enghsh

’ Episties it Gleek

But Paul. as you know, dld not

. write in English. He wrote his epis-
- tles in the Greek language, W
- have is -a translation — somehmcs

U we /|

good. often not so good.-

_But even al best, }rdnstatlon is ‘not
It is prachcallv
impdssible to convey the exact mean:
ing of a word in. another. language.

this is. espeua}ly true ' with worduhm
» describe behavior.

.to “assist her in whafsocvcr busmcss R |

: -parrstem(

, .
don’t all mean exactly the
" same thing.
And the<Greek \sord uscd
. by Paul in Romans 6 doesn’t
exactly mean “yield.” The word
is derived from the verb paris- )
temi, and “yield™ is part of what it
means. But 02.1! part.
Paristemi is(eich in meaning. lf an
ancient Greek chariot driver had come
tQan mtcrsecuoxland seen a sign using
p istemi, he would have done more
just given priority to the oncom-
ingf traffic. He would have thought of
_#ll the other things that it meant, He
would have been at thai mlersccuun
- for quite a-Jong time.
We.can see what Paul meant bv
" paristemi by looking at the other
" paces .where the’ word is used in the 1
Bible. It is a fascinating study.that .
can, help yog to !ru!y ‘yield yourself
to God o .

Auuung in God s ‘Work s

Paul’ uses pansleml again in -
Romans 16:1-2, where he informs lh(,
_church tha{ Phebe, a trustcd woman
— a deaconpess. perhaps — would -
shortly be’ nsmng Rome

Paul wrote in advancefo introduce
-hcr and 1old. the members in Rome |

she. hath need of you .
. The word assist is. i lhe Grcek
The church was told 1o

Gods law, For example, “How' are )ou’.’ . help Phebg in the'areas where she
You must get into zbe habit of = “Commeni-allez-vous? " “Wie: needed help, nol just where they
pausmg to make sute. you gnvc God gehis?” and T Comio” estd usted?” ~wanted (o he_lp o; in areas whcm lhev R 1
. - The GOOD NEWS - February 1982
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i do

=the ‘worse.”

thought she needed help. There is a
difference.
Today,
od's Work, in one capacity or
nother, to back up Christ’s apostle,
ert W. Armstrong. Mr. Arm-
strond lets us know through sermons,
articles, co-worker and member let-
ters and the Pastor General's Report
where he needs help. For instance, he
asks us to help with prayers, mhes
offerings and loyal suppon . .
One way we can “yield® to God is
to assist Mr: Armstréng in “what-
soever busineys he has need of us.”
just as the church at Rome had to be
willing to assist Phebg.
It sounds simple, but many ‘mem-

bars and ministers have gotten hurt

feelings and left the Church becatise
they weren't willing to do this. They-
were willing to assist in things that
they lhoughl Mr. Armstrong should
need. or in lhmgs that they wamed to

Yet Christ's cxamplc was, 1 seek
not mine own will, but the will of the
Father .which hath sent me” (John
5:30). Christ was willing to assist.in
whatsoever His Father had need. Are
you?

Another place where Paul uses the
word paristemi is | Corinthians 8:8:

*But, meat commendeth us not to

God: for neuhcr if we eat, are we the

is, in Greek, parisfemi.

* To serve God viggrously you need

good health; and that meadns a jgood,

‘balanced diet. But many people

‘this 10 extrethes.” . -
They begin to eqpale a4 hleous-
ness” with organic Vegetables

‘ral cereals; various herbs an b’rown

sugar: Bul “righteots” (selkrigh-
teoits?). food doesn't of itself make®
you more &r less yiclded {o God.  »

. [ once met a group of members in

The word cogmendexh

we Rave been callcd into

»

. name of Jesus Christ,

‘Spirit, said unto them . .

that food of and by itself does notr

eommend, yield or par:s'emz you to
God.

Standing as a witness

" One of the mast spectacular heal-
ings recorded in the Bible took place
in the Temple shortly after lhe day of *
Pentecost.

The pathetic cnpp]e who lay h

dled ql the gate was a familiar d-

mark in Jerusalem. You just ouldn't
“miss him as you walkwpray

him in the
it caused no”
small stir. It also upset the bigoted
religious authorities. and in due
course. Peter and John were .hauled
before the court to give account of

So when Peter heal

‘themselves.

*“Then Peter, filled with the Ho}y
. that hy the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth
« . doth this man stand here before
you whole™ (Acts A:8-10). The word
stand here is lranslaled from paris-
temi.

* The -ex- cnpple was “yielded”
the authorities as'a witness of 'ihc
power of the risen Christ. He hadn't
asked to be healed — he had .asked
for money — but he gol more than he
bargained for.

Likewise today some of God's:

- peoplc are healed — miraculously, in
better; nenher if we eat not, are we .

defiance of medical science — as a
witness. But others are not healed.

God delays their bealing, So,e even
-die in pain — but in faith.

Most church areas have one or tu.o
rré:mbcrs who are jll op handicapped

in sofne¢ way, Bul their ‘example ¢f =

patience! courage and faithserves, to

. inspire and’ mmwme those: who are

Asia who wer€, in igrorance, eating -

‘dog meat! But it was obvious that
-God was with them, and was working
in their lives\ Their attitude was right
“(and. of cburse. they itmmediately*

f quit eating dog whcn zhey !‘mmd it

E)

.,‘1

The GOOD

was wrong). s
- God looks on 1he: heart

good‘; balanced dié_l. But remember
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not of’
* the stomach or thyroid gland. We
should do the best ave can to eat &

wwhole. ., ]
. We all look’ forward todthe fime
when these: pcop!c will also *

d
beforé us whele.™ But, in the m%
time, if God has left vou with-

‘ aﬁnclnon 8¢ willing to sérve as an’ -
. xxamplc of faith undc,( eress It is -

There’is 2 olhc; “use of the word
paristeri injolving Pﬂea in the book

“of Acts, chifpleF 9.+ v

-the beloved, deaconess of

E Joppa had died. The 3

"and .

Tabitha had yielded her tafent to

Urgently, the church sent for
leading apostle. Could he, perhaps,
do something? And so Peter once he
had peace and quiet, kneeled down,
and by the power of God raised the
woman from the dead. “And he gave
her his hand, and lifted her up,
.. presented [paristemi) hcr
alive™ (vcrsc 41). -

Tabitha, the yielded servant of |§
God and her brethren, was given back [
1o the brethren. Her acts of service
were ‘used as a powerful witness.

“Think about it — would your congre- :
" gation miss you?

Waiting ta carry out God's wili

Now let's look at the Gospel-.of " |8

Luke, chapter 1. Gabhidl: Godls
powerful archangel, appeared to
Zacharias, and told”him that he was
soon Yo become, the father of John the
Baptist. ©

-} am Gabriel,” said the archangeL
“that stand in the presence of God™ -
(verse 19). When Gabriel said
“stand,” he¢ used the word paristemi.
How did hé mean it? )

If you could take someone from
Zscharias’ time to your airport and
show him the taxis. standing in line
waiting for fares, he would probably
describe what they were doing with
the verb paristemi. He would see that

" the drivers are lined up, witling (well, |
in theory, anyway) fe go anywhére i

they are asked. .
Gabnei 1s hike xhal as are all lhe

lenia. Gods layat angcls stand
before Him to carry out His djrec:” I
tives. They serve wqﬁ! and -usuilly |
agonymously, ‘doing what must, be_x,
done 10 bring about the fulfillment of

. God's- plan, Unlike Sajan, they are

yielded as they stand in the presence
of God.

-And becausé God mnsls  Hee

can use them.. Gabriel was=used to [§ -.

carry ‘some of the “most important”
messages um have ever come from

.- heaven.” S

. Just six momhsaf&cr ?ns mission m

Zacharias, God sent Gabriel to tell -

Mary. that she was-to become the
mother of the Messiah (Luke 1:26).
Mary herself is o« remarkable




‘Tying -a‘boufo

Ieam a foreign language.

example of vielding. What God was
c_skmg w2s going to change her life. It

cemed a: first Ged's request would
br?ns{ a quick end to her cngagement
Joseph, suspecting her of fornication,

was minded to refuse to marry her,

unti! an angel reassured him. Noth-
ing in Mary’s life would ever be quite

i - normal again.

But her reply 1o the angcl showed
that she was totally yielded to God:
“"Be 1t unto me according. to thy
word™ (Luke 1-38). Ané later. when
Christ was borm. Mary and Joseph
ook ther httle Son dnd- presénted
{paristem:y Him to Giod (Luke

hl ‘)‘\j

But. of ceurse. isn"t it only reason. -

able for a person who has. gnerH’um
self to Christ 10 make himself avail-
able for whatever God wanis? ~

In Romans 12:1 Paul writes: S

beseech you . . that ye present [par-
istgri} your bcq:ha a fiving sacrifice,
hely. acceptable unto God, wmch
your reasonable service."™ .
Parister .makes sense 10 a con-

| verted persan. But it is no! the way of
( _the world

Mr. Armstrong has oflcn ex- |
plained that thus world’s way is ‘the -

way of campdtition and vanity, of

“success ' Maké yourself look good

- make the other fellow look bad.
Get what you want, be it power, posi- -

tion or wcahh at any-cost.

But .a yiclded Christian does not”
think of himself *'more highly than:
F| he ought to think™ (verse 3). He will .~
F think soberly “aboui ah¢ talents and
| abilities God has given. ‘him. . No
¥ inflated h{mstmg nor false humifity. |
E. If you can do the job, make yourself

avaifable. But if God “wants to use
someone clse,
)lcidcdncss .

B - + N

'srppwlng youvse" approved

‘A skllled workman {nows the

" rules, and knows how to use xhe tools
_of his trade, . .

i, for insiance, you. want to be-a
builder. you should ledrn the &mldmg
code"and be able to handle the equip-
ment. ) A budding trgnslator caanot

| expect.to be used, however willing he

might.be, if bt can’t be bothered to

God .

; s abilities in an effort”
{ 1o get ahead of others in the race for -

that's ﬁne Thats'

’(Acm
self 10'be a *“workman that needeth
_Rot to be ashamed.”

And so it is with wanting to' be
used by God “Study.” said Paul. “to
shew [pgristemi] thyself -zpproved
unto-God, 2 \mrkman that needed not
10 be ashamed’ (El Timr. 22155,

_1f we really want to be usefui to

God. -now ard in the zuturc we have

" 1o know the rules. Never have God's

people had so much trainipg material
available. We have Sabbath services,
Biblt studies. Spokesman clubs,
ladics’ clubs, magazinies. booklets. the
Correspondence Course and now
fu length books. But rone of these
of any use uniess we take advan-
Iagc of them.
So part of yieﬁding to Y}od is to

To be useful to
./we have to know
the rules. Never have

. -God’s people had so

much training material

. Sabbath services,. -

Bible studies, Spokesman

<lubs, ladies’ clybs,

magazines, booklets, the .

Ccrrespondence
‘Course.

' ,Of :hem.

B

r

conunue o leam lo become more-
“skilled "as a spiritual workman.
Christ 16} us there would always be |

a shonage of really qualifigd labor-
ers (Maut. 9:37-38).

The deacon Stephen had rio idea
what Qod owould need him to do
8.7 @) But he pnoved him-

So pan of yielding.is 19 sludw and
prepare yourself,
available for God to use however He
will.. Parestemi means just that.

-In Acts, 23:24. 2 Roman’ officer
provided beasts of burden to trans-

.- But none of -
these are of any L_ts_e, .
“unless we take advantage

This world
needs what we havctto give, éven if -
St dmvt redlize i1 vet. There are
+ many big jobs — and little lobs -
_still to be done. ¢ ’

<0 that you, are-

* igg. not orly for ashorl term rcv»ard .

pert Paul 1o the governor Felix. The

werd provide 1s another translation
from paristemi. The beasts had no
say in how they were used — they
were provided. That should bg the

attitude of 2 bondslave of Jesus

Christ — a willing attitude Gx want-
ing lo do what is needed.
metimes, though, there doesn’t

seem there is much to do. But 2 -

vielded person will always have the
atiitude of sianding by, or being
rezdy, just in case. ’

The close relatives and friends of
Jesus must have felt pretty useless
ang helpless while He was being cru-
cified.. But they didn't desert Him
_ They stood by (John 19:25-27):

“When Jesus 1herefore saw his moth-

er. and tlie disciple [John] standing |

by [paristemi] . . . he saith ugto his
mother.! \\oman behold ‘thy son!
- Tien satth he to the dtscap B;:hold
thy mother!

- So John, by standing by tathe end,
was able to perform. a final act of
service. Christ could now leave the
physical care of His beloved mother
16 a man He knew He could tryst.

-Oriented to service

* That s what paristemi isall -

about —- trust. humility. serving,
. growing. helping. Theré is 50 much
mote. to yielding than Just waiting
(rather tmpaticntly, pcrhaps) at an
‘intersection while someone eise goes

 his way. At is a relationship with
' God that begins whm you )m&d at

baptism..-

When you give ¥ \oursclf io Chrlsl -

Hc"puls you-lo work, in.one capa,cu)
or dnoghter, behind His apostle. You
. aré€ now assisting in.the Work, stand-

.ing by to do whal is'necded. And all ~

,lhe time you:are studying and’grow-

- but for eternity.

*In Ephesnans 52'1 we ;ead that.

Christ's geal is“to “present” (paris-

- lemi) His Church perfect. wubou(_
. spot or wrinkle or any spiritual blem-*
ish. He will knovu then that He has a -

- team of loyal. trustwerthy. humble,

service-orfented “people .who hgve
shown thel can md'eed work together
‘in harmony.

Armed with that amludc we can

assist Hlm in “whatsoever He hath ‘

need of us”

fore\er, z

—
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. 7 g Davidyg at one point s lite, the alate waa wiped Mlenn s’ lant not boon we my servant David,
- . in his life, committed David himnelf sndd of God: 11 thoy, W) kept my commuandmonty, und
; Lovd, shouldest mark iniggities, O v fottowed e withall hin heart, to
, . fwo L,npllnl iy m.lul»‘ . . _ N
| ) | ey, Lord, who shall stand? But there iy do that only which 'waspight in mine
tery and mutder * forpivoness with thee, that thow  byes; But [you, sponking to Joro. . ' .
, God's renction I recor (‘“‘1 i mayest b foped” (Py, 130:3.4), hosm| hast dono ovil sbovo all that
HE Samuel 1E27: But the thing How td God view David's sing ware bofgre thee,” :
that l)uvul hid - done  displeasod — nfter David died? Did He contlnually Cod mde this declurption many
Jthe Lo ropent them tn the books of the IMMle  yewrs after Duvid's death. Nothing » '
. Al arloi timds'in our lives sl weitton aftor Duvid's lfetime? o, about nuy. capltal erimes v mens "
* Al wordn could be written nboul Nutite the wecount, wrigton two  tloned, Inbtend, 'Duvid iy boecome. ‘
i, The important question fs, was  gencrations later, recorded dn 1 Kings  the standard — the'vight example -~ " ‘
God permanently  displemsed wllh 14790 "o, tell Jorobowm [Jaro- by which other kingy nre judged,
Daeld? bomti was the fest king ovet the 10 . What we have hero bx o beief mm- "
! Iy He parniinantly displensed wml teibow after Divnel wiw divided], Thus *nary statoment of Duvid*s life, ‘this ‘/"'\
nuy ul us wifen we slip and fll on the . nith the Lord God of lsraol, Formw-* in how God Judpged David, und the '
voud 10 cternal ‘Nle? How dovs God — moh as | oxalted thee from nmong” Incldent nvm\ln an fwipartant wpoot '
) judge ust How did He juduo the poople, and inade thee prinee over | ‘ol Cods method of jydgimeny, \
Duvid' wy people. Istuel . nnd yet thou ' Klngu 1518 lJpvhl ieJ\mnpurcd \
N ' . 1
o How did God judye David? | B o
' mvid sinned. whon the Stolling alvony, the palsce rouf one ave: X .
’ K lk \':!Ilmtllq ll l‘llll sl “ll!'““ " "ﬂ:u,l iy, Dayid oaught sight o Bathahebs bath- i, G
A nlowladpe O t n y Ing. Ovarovme with it deaite, David com- Co
““""I liis mind, David dl’ﬁ}’l\' mitted ddultery with Uathafisba smd had her | :
repented, And " llw uml ul nuapuu! Utluh murdered, A “
9! J ,‘,‘."
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to auotheor king, Abijum 'nl' Juduh. '

Notjce again how God judped David:
“David did that whick -was right. in
the syes of the Lotd, and tdrned not
mido from wny thing that he com-
magdeod him all the duys of lli!‘.lllﬂ.
wivo only: Iy the matter of Usdalf the
Hittite.” ‘

Aside from the account itsell i
A1 Sumuel (und, (n ong sense, Panlog
§1), this iy the only other place in the
Bible whnr Duvid's capital vrimos
aro even hintea at. And oven thon,
preat dplonmmey is oxorcisod in the
wording.

warily on Juab's militiry prowoss,
ovortooking other iwpects of lm;hn

aharactor. ™

Twice during f\is relgn, Duvid tr fpd

to appoint other men to fhat vital -

Bost. And twice Joub manged o
muedor David's appoplntees. David,
during his ltotime, was not ablo 10
dischurge Joub from his rosponsibili-
ties (sometimes wo have to live with
our mintpken), ’

Anottiby example of u hasty Judg:
ment David mudo is found t 11 Sam-
‘uel 16,

Maphibihoth's servant Ziba slun-

Verne 5 i um;lhm overnll judg aradttod hls master 10 David and, undor

ment of David's conduot. Gad boldly
stnten, “David . turned not aslde
rom any thing llgul ho [God] come
mynded him all the daysef his life.
Then, almost us i aftogthought, the
matter of Urlah v montionéd ay the
one excoption,

But wait u minute! Did not David
number the pedple Tor puy, pu‘wn ol mile
ftary “ndvantoge? Al wasn't God

i htp;hlv displeased with that couin of
~actlon? And ditln’t God sy to Duvid,
© "Fhon_hast shed blood abunduntly,

and hasf made gromt wags: thou shalt
not build an houso unte, my name,

- beonuse thou st shed mwoh blowd

upont -the earth i my Nighl" ¢ Chigon,
22:8)7

Truo, there are othor lumnnwn
where¥David fell short of God's will.

" But {n oo swmaning wp or gn overgll

judgnu/nt whother it be from God pr
¢ sy, cqumffion pr ncliuu is 40 omit N]m»
cifien”

\ WhmmvT otio i able lu mnke o
“pmitive judgment, bygones are pen- /

o crully bygones and specific indiscre-
tium; wre sinply omlm-d and fo gub

- ten s if they. il nevide ooo ‘é
After, ul; God does pnpn
s remove ouif transgre casions Irom us gu

o lh~

gromt prossure beeause of s hurried

boing could reccive much higher
prwdse from God.

And do you khow llmt David
rebetverd this tostimony from: G
evon beloes ho became king?

" Sumuel said 0 Sauk “But wow thy
kingdom shall not continue: the Lord

linth sought him a gan wler his own

hedet, and the Lord hath commanded
lim 1o bo captain® bver hin people”

A1 Sum. 13:14), God kow THS man!®

He had grewt plans for Duvid from
the very begianing, + .
dn the same sermon Paul: hud

- unothor (M ousion to wantion David,

He naid, “For David, aftor lu tund
sorved hin own goneration by the will

flight from Absalom, David. believed * of Guod, foll on sleap™ (Acts 13:36).

Iy without gotting the othar sido of
the story. Tmmedintely David',
awarded all of Mt*phibm.lmth n prop-
orty to Zlba (verso 4).

Later the king at least partially
s ' .
corvocted himaell when-he tinally snw
Mephiboshpth IQm to fuge (1 Sun,
19524 30). Stnes’ David did pot know
whain to believe, he tinplly divided
the property, hetwoon the two, e

King Duvid_was not prfevt, He
did not ulwnyr’ do the vight thing on-
the spot. But he did try to copreet his
orrors when they were brought to his
attention. And many other. bibifeal
aceonnts show David making nstute
und faie judpments, eypocially when
ldos gnd atafl wore bent on Incorreet’
uetion, Duvid's wise decivions far qut.

, Weighed hjs unwise ones,

Now Testamsnt evidence

Did youknow that noue of Duvid's
sins are ever: mentioned in the New -

' lwnnwnl? I)u you reallde that Jesis

hrlm fiver fofereed to thiom in the
uu}wl accounts? Nor'did any. of the -
, apustles. 1f we onily hudd'the Now ‘Testit-
“memt, we would know nothing of

far us the Rt i irum the wenl (P * David'y, mistuke. On the.contrary, we

103 l 2).
Duvld'a klnquhln ]udgim

,,'

" Notice now God's jmlgmcu( of thg.

uvcru]l Apnor of David's kmgshlp.
“And David retgned gver all Fsyaol; und -
l)nvld executey judgment and 1usLluc
*unta all his people” (r Sum: 8:15).

" Does this, then, mean that King

wunu. fot! .

Remember David later mglcncd
uppoimlng Joab-us his chicf general,”
. - Duvid *bused this uppolntment. pri-

R

do have some positive judgnients of”

L DuVid wlife In Lhe Néw Testument,
blmlu, what the npostle Paul was

hispired to'say in one of hiy sermicns:
“He: [God] raised up wilo them
David to be lhun»kiug to whomn alxg-
- he gave tedtimony, and said, | have
found David: the son of Jesse, o mmy
- after Wiliie owihieart, which shall ful-

David- nevirmade uthﬂsmh;-—ﬂt -411 alk-mry-will- OF this man's seed hath

- God secopding to his promise raised @

T unto” Israel o Saviour, quus" (Acts

u 22-23),
l( is hm‘ﬂ w mmginc huw 4 hu&m

—Anmxmﬁty ﬁtmnnkindmh thoughail-

JThit statément amounts (o p oho-
sontence summary of David's life,
*That i3 how Gl remombers him,
How wili God judge you?

We can take grest cournge in
Wod's morcy and mothod of judg.
mont., If our howrty unwrlgln it the
ovoradl tenor of our HIe is in the right

_ dircotlop, if we are overcoming, then

we are going to be in God's Fandly,
We can be muth encouraged by read-
‘g liow God looks at lhc lllg ()(
Duvid,

But we must sgy this much in lho
way of yualification: We should never
Jpoint to Divid's wmistakes” as an

* excune for our uwn sing. We fhauld

instend follow the pr inupk lnid: down
in | Corinthings 10:11 wnd leain !wm
Duvid'y errord by uvoidh!g \hem Oufs
‘selves,

I Duvid wer ¢ ulive ludny und could
commiunicate with 'us, he would say,
“Lovk at all the suffering that (hose
ins, browght wpon me, und don't fol-
low- iy example; in-then." .
 But the g doeh outweigh mu
-bud s Duvid's cuse. You'll be able to
see that clearly if you resd through
“the buoks m Siuel, Kingy and,
Chronlcles, e gowl lhut.j)uvhl did’
“undy the lessons he learncd -ure the
“reuasms he will'be king of Inrgel in the .
world fomorrow.

w off -you readly, mpcm. God will

remember the good things you e
done and forget the bud. That - the:
“dloment of ropentance - is. why the

v

have sinned, will sventualty be nble to -
“joln o in His Kingdom., .,

That's thie’ kind. of God wo '

haye! ©
" he apos Nﬁ'yw’

sfeum‘gt.y agnz :
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tr
he liivyer had talked |
himself” into a corner,”
and he knew it.

He had intended to trick:
Christ, to somchow  embarrags
this upstart Nazarene carpenter.

But his plan had backfived. Hw
wast't tempting Christyw rather,
Chrlst wan convicting him,

' Fhe lawyer had asked  Christ,
“Mister, what shall I'do to inherit
clernd ife?” (Luke 10:25).

Chrst tusned the question wound,
“What is written i the "lpw? how
readest thou?" (verss26).

Better e careful liere, lln lawycr
thought to himsell. Then, in reply to
Chuwt's question, he mumd the twe
great commundmenity: *“Thou shalt
love the Lopd thy Ged with all thy
“hewrt, and with all thy sou), and with
all thy strength, and .with, all. thy
wind; and thy mlghbout us lhyarl(“
{verse 27)

Now, the lawyer thought, what cuan-
Chrisg answer fo that? )

ilul Christ agreed with himb
“Thau hast” answeréil Fight, Jesus
- said My da, uml theu gitult live"
(verse MH).

The muvurmmm\ wis gertainly not
gostip the way the lawyer Bxpectoed it
W The lawyer knew, fnside, that
* though he wits fumiline with what the
Scriptures suid, be wis ot in the®
“habit of acting nevording to ! that
knbwledpe < ubt ulxcylng(md cong
pletely. .

Al cven now, hiv carpnl mimd
rebelied. He couldn't let Jesus show,
hincwp - he certainly couldn’vadmit.
lhul Ghrist was right mxd hcgm w

ehunge-his-way-of fife: -

“But be, willing to justify hmmll.
\.md«umu’L Jesus, And who lu my
ncxghbﬂm? (vclsc 24).

That's It, the Tawyer thoughl i
et s i1 don't know wing this

“prophet” i tulking about, Verhaps
T the lawye Il.ll that the only way out,’
“of the corfier into_which he had "
talked ™ himseli wis * to urgue with
Christ ovor- terminology.* After all, -
whal "did Jcsus | e by “neigh-
:b«)n"'? ‘

bo-we g e t.ume uxmy (A VTS
“attempt to Justify, umuclyes by pre-
-tending we, don't: know- who . our
nughb&m ufc? Who s "your neigh-

e
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bor? The man next door? 'The person

Adum. the lmhcr ol ( mn and Abel

who works alongside you? Is it any- / and our fitst parent;, hid purtakon of

pe,wha is in troublo and needs help? -
lmw the term neighbor refor only 1o
. memboers of your fymily, or does it
L, even refer to those outside your.
ingnediate fumily? -

'

Spirtually dlscerned

The problem I8 not determining
wlhio our neighbor is. The roal prob-
lem iy loving our uoighlmr 08, wo
“ought to,

It was the same with the lawyor, in
this oxumple. Vory likely, he assuined
he hyd fultilled the tirst proat com-
mandment to love Gad. He did not
want.to be condenined for breaking
the second great commindment by
beinp, unresponsive to his neighbor.

Neithor do any of gis want to be
tondenined - but we ] stand con--
demned until we learn td, fulfill the

commandment 1o love our neighburs -

us oursklves® "

. The lawyer's reil question was not,
““Whe s my nmghlmr?“ e knew
who his noighbor wag, just'us each of
by knows who our neighbor is; Our,
neighbor iy every humun being with
whom we came in contact.

The lawyer's real problem was
thiat, ummlty. he 1) didn't want to
love his "noighbor and 2) _did not
kiow how (;l; love bis neighbor evon
it he had wanted fo. This v our
problem ak well. Maun, under
Sutit's sway. Iy just naturally. cony

the tree of the knuwiedge of good und

Covil i the . Garden of, Eden, Adam

‘chose to decide for himself what s
relationship would be with both God
and . Nutluc the impuct wl
~ Aduiy's decision upun his children,

In time, both Cain and Abol

brought ofleringk to God: Abol's sue-
rifice was aeceptable. Cain's was not.
The ‘reasons why- one of{oring . was
aceeptable and the other was not ure
irrelovant hore. The fuct romains that
Cuin's su&'iliﬂp wis unaceeptablé to
God. Cain had boon dertlict or
proedy and his porformance was inpd-
equate.
. God nsked' Cain the reason for his
fuden countenance and his -bad atti-
tudo. God retninded Cain that ifshe
obeyed Him nid did that which was
proper, his “offering would alsy be
acceptable) is wis Abol's*(Clon, 4:7).
1 Cain decjded to chaat o the offer-
Ing, win wap present,

Hut Cait's renction was not one of
“fogrot or sotrow. Hle didn't npnlogiie
o God, ropent of hiy’ improper saeri-
fice and agree to rectify the error,
* Rather, the more Cuin thought about
it, the more upuet he bocamice, .

“Cain's Solf-imdge wan tarnished.
© When he compared hijuself with hiy -
brather Abel, he way lucking. ‘This
hurt Cain deeply. Blit rother than
correct hiscapprasch| and  attitude,
Cuin ullowed his rage hnd Tousteation

petitive and resentful of neighbor, « to build to such a level that he Hlleq

nut caring and concersied. <
 Phe probilem of wanting o or

kuuwing how, to love opr neighbor Is.
| spiritial, not physical. God,declares
“in Romuns 8i6-7 that ""t6 be caraally
minded m'do.uth. but to be spiritually
“minded is Kife and peace. Beosuse the:
ccurngl mind, Iy enmily ggainst God: .

for'it is fot subject 10 the law of God, d

“neither indeed tan be:”

4 God's law is spiritual. Man doey
ng,t naturally perceive spiritual truth
— God munst reveal it, Therefore we
see, lhruughuut human history, con-
Ihu bolwccn man und his neighbor,

Your bu‘othor . kupor?

his brotlier Abel.” What did this
rguulvcf Nathing.

Cain  didn't realize thit his ruul
lruslruuun was with himself, God -
and God's law, FHs Tumin redction
was to lish out at his_brother, Who
hug Mg, pirt in his ain. All- I}bul dnd
wu,s obt,y Guod. ;

Cain's comptitive upmt :,uupcd
_ violence within the luman family ot a,
" time whedf there wis only o hundful *
of peaple on earth. BulCuin didnt
. understand, whay the problem wus.

Likewise, none of us secs ulcurly
lrne feelings townrd oyr nmghbm
u:i‘ revents them to us. Then-
thcn cuir we correctour attl--

* God's commun

* God. With this perspective, w

\
Y

x

knew, of coursd, but the question wits
convioting and corrective.
cuin replied, T know not: Am {

my olhcr s keeper?™ Cuin rc‘qud
ed 1o Yin u rcwnllul and hostile,
ulllludo P

Cain's rem‘twn minkey neNenuo to o
converted mind. But the. way of the
Curnal mind is rosentment toward
" Giod and competition, vy, strife and o -
greed towurd nelghbor,

One' industrinl® executive, wull~

cnown In his tield, commented pub’
licly sbout the cumpmtmn in hig pae-
tculur business, “This mn, ohmirman
of the board of his company, stated:
“This is tough business. Poople
urénl huppy just to succeed - llmy
‘want you to fuil."

‘nm‘lhng stutement indeed ubom

wan's natural, carnal prmhvn\y
toward his neighbor! -

God'l law magnified

CThe first step toward fullilling
(imem to ‘love our’
neighbor numelch is to yecognize «
that we do not, hor can we, tryly love
our neighbor, humanly speaking. We
ure prone to be selfish, wummg the
best for ourselves,. wmpcmm with

- our peighbor, wanting lmn to fail

whllc we succoed,
* God’ established the purpmc for

" hutnun exjstence, and man, cut off

from God, doesn't know that Purpusc.
God must reveul it,

God ucutcd man to beepme & part’
of God's very Family, We have to
chouse lite und walk with'God it we
are o/uchieve God's purpose, )

lhé godly perupeulivc is thut we
must wuit-the best for our ncighbor ‘

'( an- welll oy Tor nurucﬁré'e The best Tor

become o meinber of the Funly of -

are s

- poing to be determined got/1o Ty or,

harin our neighbor, We will.not bc in

coij\pemmn with him or her..
esuy’ Christ, who gave God's coms-

inlndments t mg physica) Isruel, niagni-

i

our heighbor s thut hie or sh% al,uu

fied these itnal laws in thc New
’Icslmnenl

* Tuke, for cxumplc. ‘the bixth Lom~
mundmcm “Thou _shalt not kil

“We Gan e the results. of th
uul upproach to nelghbor in e
humen  history, - inr" the exampla

+. Caify nnd Abel,

ltsl

)

8§ cur-

" aske

tude: |
M‘l i Cain murducd Abcl God
im, “Where is Abel thy
hfot er‘l“ {verse . 9) Qud already /

/(Ex.. 20:13), and think of hew it

i npplics 1o loving your neighbor,”

As magnified by Christ,athe ¢om-
mandmem to not kifl mcnns that we™

A
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m\u.ﬁfut lmlc dviul or cotitpele wnlh
our meighbor (Matt, $:21.24),
e um ls at we should -express luvu
toward vur ueighbor in every way in
chiylhinp, we do. We must always
ku‘p in mind our nmphluu |x)lunm|
in GodSplan. "

The Ten Commandiments contim-
ve, l hou shiall not connmit .ldulluy
(Ex. J0:14). Sparituaily neither are
we o even lust after our acighbuor
(Matt. 5:27.28). Considér: Can we
brguk God's wmpmndnmul coneern:
ing adultery with our lll‘li{llbﬂi’ whon
God is preparmy, thit ncighbor, just
like us, tor Hhs Family? »

The other commangsonts iulluw
(L LQOUS1T) AllaRgihese come
nmnamcm.. magnificd by Christ
Hispaell, rgveal how we dre Lo Jove
our ucighbior as Gurselves. Keeping
the commandments hinges on re-
membering that membership in the
God Family is intonded for every
Buman. being. And cvery lumun

bcmu is owr neighbor
Our nelqhbor [} an

Our mnyhlmi hay the 'mmL (lunrc
wndd needs that we have.

Do we: get hungry? So dods our

ndighljor, How many people do you

know/who cannot provide essential®

twd ffor there families? The distres
may lw ciused by unmmluwnrm
\ Vi

N . .
sicknesy or some other problem., li we

have Loml, wo Mist learn to -Jmc
with those in need. This is loving vur
neighbor. .

The same applics o ulllu basly
needs such as shelter wnd clothing.
We must feurn to share the blcssings
Cienl gives us.

What are mhcr watys i wluch we
van manifest true (hmuanl Juve
toward our neighbuor?

Are you cver aware ol yemcont in
pain or agony? Do you know someone
who iy sulfeping from a sichaess yr
disease”? Do you hnow nyope whi
hay suflered an m;m\, UL R HOUE
demt? ’

Theifpliysical necds way abeady
be tukon care ol But what about thei
apivitual needs? God.expects ud tn
care, o give vomiort and solace.
When we comfort otheriowe express

Cienl's Tove. We all need the love of

uthe cxptc%m! to s, and we sl
cxu(;.w hat sdme lnu {owgrd
others, ["/115

Whn.u our netghieo
bdlgy appointed W juine pilive or
rthnIui tor some N uiplishient, |
wt‘ urc “to be hoaored as well {1 Gor,

2:26). What o comtiast ® theaw

nient by the ¢xéeutive referped t eﬂ)~
Ber, who stated !Iml.hh uuiphlu:u\l
mmpvmun wha wan{ hins o fail.

Triabs.and tests nre mmm\m i all

is honored by

our hw We tave trialy, aod so doesy -
©our ncighiue
* While Chigst was wardergoing, tic
* grial of Hhs e He wa praying i
cPeter, w key disciple whom Sata”
waned to destioy. And et Chirivt
Himschf, was abmut m by sucrifived.
What o sclifesy love! Christ
“instructed Petyr, “When thow it
converied, strefghen thy bretheen”
(Luke 2230143
llli\ Is lhc type ol luve we sest
mnmlcﬂl !nw.udqim neighbwor..
sy

The game aé lovihg God

God wetually puts Tlaiselt e the )
-\ plce ot our néighbor. Whateyes we
et oo acsghbue, \M‘: R Y
eHuing e God (Mate, 25.30.46)7 Do
we always vpriaden, as wt deal with
another human being, that, we aré
desing 1o Crod whateover wee oo tor Vit
peisun? )
© This knowledge shoutll have -
powestul ugpact whep we consider
our rehtionshig with our geighbur!
An addition, God says: 10 g nfan
-ufy. 1 fosve Ged, mand habeth his broth-
er, fie i u D Tor he that* fovetk not
“hiv bruther whum hie hath seen, how
et he love 'God whote he'hath nat
seen? At this mmm.mdmmt have -
we (rom B, That he ‘whe loveth
Ciod Tove his brother also™ (1 Johe
4:20.20). Our neighbors - each aned
every one of them @ - are mude in
“Giod's fikencss vand wre to bcwmc
Giod (s, K26 . s
hu we bel ie to see the bnphr l.tm.c

on solgiionships betweeis

Iaummn beings n Fiis hkoness? -
Ivuy humm IR Wmmm
ily ¢ .

Cpese in By life. rh@s ‘st be the
uyderlying prémise ‘upon which we
base gur. evkr uughl and deed
tawardd ol neighbyh, A

Uhpist taught, = ud ity yc wuld
thiat sven should d9 yop, do ye ulso,,
165 them Hikewise™ ikg 6:31) The
apostle John wrote, “We know "that
we have passed from denth unto life,
because we love the Brethren™ (1 .}

ol

11 we can de this, we afe pesceiving -
eur neighbor from God's point of

.view, Thiis, then, 'iq loving aur neigh-

e u&{ Nw)c, @W&

bor as uuiscl!
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trat Lanpe prapes!
Pebple 1 the crowd
patled cach other Lo pet
a better look g the wmAvind clus-
ter of frair, Py Tond not sceb the
ke n ol the years of shiveryvan
"Epypt. ‘ "

ot now these Isvavfites were froed
fromm bondagt send poived at tie Dor-
der of the pompiscd fand.

The £ spros who, 30 days carbier,
fad been sent to sedichont the land
Iiaed just vopese brack wath their sepust [t
wd aken twes of them e carry thic

aiannieeacth Btanich ol prapes now being,

Rzl b by somes of incredulous eyes.
Ao an dispday wore Tustious ponm
granaies aued plasnp bigs bronght hadk
Froomms thic waifunneding lunlmy

bdeed: the sples regorted e
Murses wsied fo all Byrael, the Ring was

Yertide amd productive, “And they.

told b, e saidWWe came unito the

faned whathes thouNgentest us, and

v osurely it ﬂuwvll! with\milk and how-
Ly aned thy i the fruit of 4 (Num
1327,

Yo, 0t was a goud Tand, w fand of

plenty. i they hid to-do was po in

and_ lLlLLul it What wgs the prob

Tenss? (e problem was the uu! wuld -

iliey d: Nevevtheless
The spsu&
everything God promised it would be.
“Nevertiitless,” some of the spies
, Quickly added, vellecting fear and lack
of faith, "the people be strong thiy

dwell to the fand, and the clties are .

walied, agd very great” (verse 28),

] — werg aheady living there,
' —»————lw——ﬁ—h—v“kve{w fiat-
the ﬂtﬂpie“ they are stronger than

we," they mesned.

" brought i an evil report of ‘the lind

whick they hud searchied unto the

children of Isvaél, saying, ‘the land,

. . 1 ‘

revd Uit |hc l.md L

“Amd they',

Iiy (,‘.]leh_)ln Seep

through which we have gone ta
N ; ,E, > They pointed out how variows  séarch it, is a land that eateth \ip the
| e tribiey of prople - awesume peoplg., inhabitants thereof: dud ull the people

that we saw i it are inen of o ‘greut

fe-to-flo-up-upainst——stuture—Amnd-there-we-suw-the ghants Mmumhx

the sons of Anak, which come of the
giants: and we 'were jn our own sight

as gr.lsxl‘opper%. and: yo"wc were in

lhw saglii“ (verses 31-33),
The spies finished their disinal,

gregation lifted® uj u.u vuiu. undi
erled; and the peoplé wept tiaw night.
And all ‘the children of lsrael mur-
gaitist - Mosds—and—against
! Aaroft” (Num 14:1-2).

Ln:wof taith o N
r Israelites! God had Drought ™ »
lhcm. \vhh signs and. wonders, out of
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" God's Splnl and

--and-believed-in God's|

with spectacular miracles, pouring
“plagues upon their mptorx wreaking

" . havoc upon an exalted arid powerful

nation, parting the Red Sea, then
gloamg it agdin uporn Pharaoli’s
armies. He led Fsrael with 4 pitlar of«
firc by night and a cloud by day,
bringing them' to their own 1Andy
And now God, the lsraclites con-
cluded, would not be able te keep His

promise to givesthem the land that lay

before them. . .

-+ Upon what wuas this conclusion
based? On faithan God's power? No,
on"what the spies saw with their cyes

the physical evidence: “all thé

people thyt we saw in it arc menof a

great stature. And there we saw the

giants . . . and wo wero in our own
sight as )gmbahopp?:m .they com-
plained.

Do you undcrst.md what their mis-
take was? We are to walk by faith,
not by sight (11 Cor. 5:7). They had it
backwards. They walked by sight,
rather than faith. The

he faith it
imparts,

“Faith is “the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not
.seen” (Heb. 11:1).

What the spies should have said, is:
“The people be strong that dwell in
the land, and the cities are walled,
and very great . . . All the people that

we saw in it are men of great stature.-
. and .
4 we were in our own sight as grasshop:

And there we saw the. giants . ..

pers. Nevertheless, it is an exceeding-
ly good land and Ged is able togive it
to us as He has promised.”

Joshua and Caleb, two of the 12
spics, did rcjccl the physical evidence

They copfidently declared: “If the
Lord delight in us, then he will bring
us into this land, apd give it us; a

land,  which floweth with milk and

honey. Only rebel not ye agamst the.

Lord, peither fegs ye the people of
the land ... thé Lord' is with us”

" (Num. 14:6- 9). .

But because Joshua and Caleb
dared express their faith t6 a doubt-

did not have-

nained Peter), as recorded in the
book” of Luke.

Once, when Jesus was on Simon's
boat, Jesus directed that the nets be
let down for a catch of fish. Simon,
however, kncw the fhysical facts:
There were nd fisn 1o be caught at

“that time ‘and location. He and other

fishermen hyad just spent hours in a
fruitless attempt to catch some-
thing.

v “And Simon answering said unto

instead. - -

ing mob of faithless Israelites, they -

were nearly slomcd to dcalh (verse

10). - . e

*
Simon Peler's reaction -
Israel balked at God's word. A dif-
ferent reaction to God's instructions,
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-

him, Master, we have totled all the

_night, and have taken nothing: nev-

crtheless at thy word 1 will let down
the net. And when they had this
done, they inclosed a great multitude
of fishes: and their net bruke™ (Luke
5:5-6).

Simon stated the physical facts. He
acknowludbcd them. Buu then: he
added, “nevertheless at thy word |
wilf let down the net.’

This was the right reaction. It ig
the opposite of how the Israelites and
their spies reacted. Had they been on

the boat with Jesus, they would prob--

ably have said: “Master, we hear

what you are saying. We know that

. . . L4
you have done miracles in the past.

Nevertheless, we know there are no
fish hcrc 50 it is useless to lower the
net.” And they would have sat down
and wept. .

What would, your reactipn havc
been to Jesus' instruction?

Be spirituaily. minded

.

One of the greatest hindrances to
faith is the fact that the world around
us is so real. We, made from the dust
of the ground. are naturally in tune
with the physical.

We feel the pain
when we are sick. We hear the
‘harassment from neighbors, relatives,
persecufors, petty officials.. When we

lose @ job, we see the cold seality of a.
' tcrmmalmn riotice and the accumula-

tioh of bills. Family problems are
‘real. So are the temptations of the
flesh — the tastes and smells and
fcclmgs of these lhmgs that are
wrosg.

Whatever the situation is — as in h

the esie of Peter waikmg ont - the! -
water (Matt. 14:22-33), for instange
— we can look around and see, hear,
taste, smell and feel the physical,
material realities. Knowledge of them

- God’s

\r- (
o \ P
" bondage in Egypt. He delivered them however, came from Simon (later - comes to us through the cb.mnels of

our five phyuc.nl sEnses.,

But there is one other chafnel — -

the spiritual channel. It is through
this channel that faith comes. Faith is
a gift freely given by God through
His Spirit.

Christiarf® with God's Spirit “look.
not at the things which are seen, but
at the things which are not seen: for
the things which are seen arc tempo-
ral, but the things which are not seen

Yare eternal”™ (11 Cor. 4:18).

I{ our minds are mostly on the
world and on physical things, exerciss
ing the spiritual clement of faith is
cxtrcmcly difficult, We begin to sink
in the waters of doubt us Peter did.

+ On the other, hand, if we fill oir .
- minds with spiritual things, if we are

studying God's Weord, if we allow
Spirit to work in us, if we aret
praying as we ought, fmth will be
available when we need it. )
“For those wio live gecording to
the flesh set 1heur minds on the
things of the ﬂcsh but . . . to g& thc
mind on the Spirit is l»!'c und peace”

(Rom. 8:5-6, Rcv:scd'Slanda.rd \Ver- .

- sion).

~We deteet matérial reality- ws{h»ourrf—r ised.
" physical senses.

Getting the mind off of lhc physi-

“cal and onto the spiritual is one of the

greatest keys to receiving more faith.
“So then faith cometh by hearing,
‘and hearing by ‘the word of God"

(Rom. 10: l7) ¢

Accounts in God's written Word
of how God delivered those who

trusted in Him ought to become verys

familiar to us. We should review
them oftén so that we get used to
- thinking of God as the living God
who acts on behalf of His people and
who is faithful to what He has prom-

4

.

L,

The whole of chrews H is about
individuals who"successfully kept
their minds on the spiritdal level —

. the promises of God — that which

they ciuld not sense physically, They
hadb their minds on the world to come
{verses 10, 16). They believed in
blessings yet to be granted (verse 20).
They “endured,as sceing him who is.
invisible” (verse 27). -

They all said, in effect: **1 acknowl- °

wedge what the physical circumstances

~are: | acknowledge-the- hardship: -~

-~ acknowledge the trial, the pain, the
danger. Nevcnheless. 1 believe God
-and His promises.”

Can cach of gy the same? ©

- 27
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‘ " At that dinner, just two days bpfore )
the Passover, a woman anointed Jesus
‘with g specxal expenswe omtmem ‘

W

M%rwy of Beth: ny’

J Jesus said, "Wheresoever thls gospel shalI be' s
| S preached in the whole world, thereshall also
o thzsﬂh.ai this woman hath done, be told for a .- -
’ memorwl of her.” The question is, Why? L

"1 Wust days'béforc His cruci-
B fixion Jesus returned for

the final time to Bethany,.
a vxllagc Iéss’ than two miles.

from‘ Jerusa cm \on the-east.’
slope of the Olives' ‘
There He s ared an intimate

dinner with Hjis disciples at the

home of Simon, a leper.

It was just after this. evening's

- events/'that Judas agreed to-betray
‘Jesus into the hands ‘of the chief
priests who sought to kill Him.

Judas became offended that n,lght
This offense, added to what _may have
been a long list of other xmagmcd
offenses "Judas harbored: ‘against

| Jesus, may have been the catlyst:
lhal finally turned Judas against his

'y Remember

! )

By Jim Licht nstein

(Matt, 26:6-13)Yohn Y2:1-8 teils of "was great mdccd — ncar!y a’ ycars
the same dinner)and WMentifies the ~ wages for a working man!
waman anointing fJesus 2s A cloge per- Judas' motive in cémplammg .
. sonal friend, Mar, sister pf Martha ' about what Mary did was not out of
.and Lazarus. Lazar\s is th£ one Jesus . "concern fot the.poor, as he said, but
i ust a few days - beeause he lost an opportunity for*
before (John 11:1-2, 39n44)‘ grcat personal gain through theft :
The'dinner that night in’ Bethany  (John 12:6). Judas, however, was not.
. was spcmal to all. It Was'a celebration - alone in ﬁndmg fault with Mary’s
for Lazarus' restoration to life (John  actions. Some of the other disciples
12:1-2), and po doubt for Jesus a  also joined in to find fault with her.
timne of heaviness as the reality of His  We are told they “‘had indignation™
1mmmcnt crucnﬁxxoh wclghcd on His , *and complamcd at the waste (Matt
‘mind. | . 26:8, Mark 14:5). : . .
* Mary and Martha were pnv;leged Th, clamor of the group.of dlSCl- .
to' serve the dinner, ‘while Lazarus = ples againsf, Mary ‘became so vehe- =

. wis one of the- guests. During the  -ment that fesus had to come to her

~course of the. cvcnmg Mary no.doubt' - rescue and rebuke them. by saying, .-

surpnsed everyqne " by taking “an. . “Lether alone; why: troublc yohcr')" f,""

entire, pound oft <costly, cintment_and (Mark 14:6).
anointing Jesus with_ it-(John 12:3, "When Jesus cxplamcd tq the disci-

i ppened that night to | Mattﬁ'l.é»'lfMarkﬁM—})~%~—» A plw -the-meaning -0f-this-special- $ér-
3

further dlienate Judas from }csus‘{, -

Offended at (:hrilt
‘Jesus warns us to be on guard

; i agamu\ becoming offended and turn-”

-ing away from Him and His way of -
life. He tells us that in the end time .
“shall many be offended, and 'shall
betray one anather, an¢shall hate one .

another™ (Malt 24:10)." This hap- - “denarins, a silver “coin about

_ pened to Judas and began ?aﬂ'ect at
least some .of thc othcr dnsc

IR
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ples that

. When thc disciples observed what . vice, the. attxtudw of all but one —
Many was ‘doing, instead of. Judas — were. apparently calmed.

. ¥especting this act'of service and gen- . Even though Jesus had for months-

" erosity, they bcgan to find fault with. before been explainirig to His disci-
* her. Judas expressed the thought that  ples that when: He feturned-*g Jerusa-
what she did was a grcat waste (Jobn lem it would be.to die, the disciples

- 12:4-5). " .had not ynderstood, what He meant

.Judas csnmaled the spxkenard’ © (Matt. 16:21- -22).. -
value at ,300 pence or oné¢'Raman .- Jesus told the group, “She hath
" done what-she could: she is come -
_‘weight and sizé of an American gifver aforehand to ancint my body t¢ the.
_quarter. Scripturc indicates-that oné . buryiny” (Mark 14:8), And again.on '
~-penge. was - dotually -the ‘amount-of -~ -this-occasian Jesus -patiently- ex=
money- pdid to.a laboring man for & plamed to ‘the disciples what. He
day's work (Matt. 20:2). : * would ‘have to g0 through durmg the

The value"'thcn of this omtmcnt nexl few days
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U TAn but,one ‘of lhc dnsmplcs had his |
- mind open: to receive this rcbukc
from Jesus. ‘
Only Judas, mouVatcd by greed,
refused to change his attitude and |
learn from Mary's example. Instead |
o ' Ne rejected Jesghs and cmerd! into

fa - -

, v R negotiations with the priesthood to
- L buray Him. Judas was promised 30 §
... pieces of silver, an amount far less
" .. "t than the value of the-spikenard Mary
1o used to anoint Jesus (Mhlt 36:14-
I . 16).-«

The lesson 'of. Mary’ 8 act

¥ Both Matthew's and Mark’s |

' accounts’ tell ys there'is a lesson in
Mary’s anointing Jesus. Jesus said,
“*Verily 1 say unto you, Wheresoever, |
~ this gespel shall be preached in the
. Dwhole world, there shall also.this, that
N this woman hath 8ane, be told for a
.y memonal of hcr" (Mau 26: 13 Mark

14:9). , u
Mary paréntly behcv!cd )csus
whcn He sald He had corie to Jerusa--
lem o' die. She. may not, have under- |
S i -sto0d the full ‘meaning of His death
vl  forithe sins-of it mankind, but she
L . did" believe  What, He. said. She did
o1 what she'could-tg assist her Friend,
A - and Sawor 'in what jr way. sht,,knew
L hHow. .

1 -On the &)lhcr h.md ‘the dxsczples —
b who weré with Jesus’ daxly and. coQ-
L stamly heard ‘His preaching, who saw.
His 'miracles and were eycwnncsser
only days before, to the raxsmg of |
" Lazarus from thc tomb - did rot

“ had- been. teaching 'them. And wheyi
. they w«.,rc‘wuncsscs 1o Mary $'act of |
service ato her Lbrd, - the. d}scnple{s
~found fault and onie ;umpd aumplete«
}y away.”
L ‘For @ach o!' us Mary stands as an.

o &xamplc of faith, trust and commit- §
. ment.to God. T “hough stie was chided §
“for her service\ by those closest to-
Jeshs and though she- probably did'
. . ot fully understand "what. Jesus' ||
death was to mean, she beheved what
~He said and she’ scrved

Mary's total commumem of her-

stands a8 g.memaris - and. tesnmony
“to all in God's Church. of what trye

Chnsuamly is — to follow Jesus’ n
"faith; ‘all "the way, wnh aII we'
huvc 8]
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understand the Gospel message Jesus B}

- self and all, her resources to Jesus J

Hidden Enemy

(Continued from page 2)

wild, shouting, uncontrolled emotion,

until the whole congregation is out of

' control in a frcnzy-crf fanatical -cxu-~
berance.

- Then - there “are the more qmct

.cmouonal segts ~— but "who also

accept the counterfeit of sentimental-
ity and emotion for deep spirituality. .
"Indeed it seems that most fundamen-
‘talist- groups .accept one, form or
apother of EMOTION in the plao& of
. true spirituality.
But embtion is not spxmuainy
Emotion is physical reaction. ‘While a
certain’ emotional reaction should

naturally follow true and deep splrn~= .
" tual experience, ncverlhclcss it.is a .
’ physxca] rcacuoi’! from that expefi-

ence and is not, n_ itself, ‘spirityal
experience. Eiotlon is produced by
the. pervous' system of the flgshly

body It is, therefore, of the FLESH, -

not ‘of ‘the’ spirIT!

- The Heoly Spirit of God is 'glven‘ '

only to those-who oBEY God (Acis
5:32): Most religious bodies who mis-’
lakc thilkemational coungerfezt for
‘Benuin pmluahly “preach that
+"Qod’s law 13 done away” — preach a
doctrine of ‘‘salvation without:
_works,”
obedience 1o God or toﬁod s law. «
No'one'is a real Christian pnless: hc
has teceived and. is being led (in obe-
edience, 16 .God’s law) by the'Holy
. Spirit (Rom. 8.9, 14), and ‘the Holy
“Spirit in_us is. the- LOoYE OF ‘Gop .

{Rom: - 5:5), which if_the only. love
tha[ falfills God's law. And’ also the
--Holy Spiritis the Spirit.of .a SOUND' B
CMiNp (1T Tim. T: 71, Troe spmtuaﬂny, -

“theréfore, is $UUND MINDEDNESS, fot. -
Ctrue Qp;rnuahty can’ come only from
- the SppuT oF Gob within us. Truc

" spiritulity i4 RATIONAL: .
.On the ptherthand, true spirituality -

‘isnota merk mental religion divoreed-

from all- feclmg Wad- emotion. There:
are the' purely “mental religions. that
16 not even: btlleve in‘the Holy Splm
2of God.'

‘s And there aresomt of.us, pcrhaPS. "

-who have come to know God's truth -

— who have Syrrendered to God tru- ~
;_y rcpemcd of our-qwn way, turned °

o the ways of the world and who
“are devoted to studying the Bible to

b learn God's way so that we mgy Jive .

PR
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. The truly emotionall

by which ‘they mean without

by every word -of €9d — apnd who

also pray a great deal, but who yet.*

LACK the very second: FRUIT of xhe_ '

Spirit of.God — jov!

NOT emotionipss matuiity

Emotional maturity does not mcan_
emotion/éss maturity any more than
it means unéontrolled emotion,
mature are
Spirit- guldcd by ‘solind, Spirit-
mindedness — * by God's Word —
and the emotions age CONTROLLED,

-+ but not anesthictized. The emotional-

¢ ly grown-up w0 cxpress -enthusiagym,

_ j0Y, happiness. They D0 feel and

. express gratitude, reverence, adora-
 tion'in theit worship of God. They do -
- feel gnd express compassnon, mercy,

" sympathy.

God is a Spnm and they tha( Wor-
ship Him miust worship IN $PIRIT and
_IN. TRUTH. One cannot worship- IN

“SPIRIT unlcss hé has received and is -

" led by God's Spmt “Oneé cannot wor-
shiptN- TRUTH without UNDERSTAND-

ING of God's Word with,a-sound .. . - 7

'mind. But this kind of worshlp is not~

~ devoid of Jeeling and resultant emo-- .

tional expression. Even though the.

. cmotion s physrcal reaction; it does
traly accompany or react [rom true - .
" spiritual cxpencnce But Jat Ls ‘not- a IR

substitute for it. .

The emotianally malurc will prop—-
erly cxpress sympathy in a most sin-
cerc_manner, ffom. the “heart.’ They
will express, on ‘gecasion, when called

for, - sorrow ‘anguish,’ compassion, , -

“Apd’ they- w:]l also express--good -
‘cheer, “happiness, epthusiasm, zeal
_and that happiness that is brimful and

Arolled’ Expr§
"phys'ﬁ:a!
that is Spisi -begotwn and Shirit-led,
“doesn’t it? In. other _wards, ¢émotional-
maturlty deyelops hand in hand with-

-physical, mental and spititugl growth,
~<the four blending into, fimally, the
perfect spiritual cmmcrﬁn we were -

emouon fly amrc combme the cpn-f

put heré to become.- 7 - -~

You, probably have 8 long way yet
‘1o go. You have a-grave responsibili--

/ty. if you have children, in their Emo-.

TIONAL training as well as their phys- .
'1cal “health; mental -education and.
'spiritual ) guiddnce. We shail all. be °
.called tg account some day. How mu
vou mwat" D ,‘f—".
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How Much
Do You Know About

3 ..\ T . Where did: Jesus get 'Lhe Gospel He: preéched"

Q Wh\ Jesus saxd "‘Rapent ye and bchcve thc gDSpcl ”? what
Gospel was He spccxﬁcally talkmg about? = o . \

Q\What does the word gospel mean?

*a

@ When and where did Jesus- begin to preach it? o
Q ‘ghlch Gogpel did Paul preacb to the gentx]es" :

hat did Paul say: about those who preach any other gOSpel”

than the one true, Gospel?

N . What wxll happen after the tru¢ Gospel is preached in all 1he. L

world"

_ 7 w0rld ‘news" S

V¥ -tions? If so, good! But if not, why not -~ -
ge§ out your copy of What Is'the True Gos- . j '

- why nof send-today for afree 8Py of this =
’mlportanl booklet? Use- the. reply, card,

. inside or ‘write to the Gé‘gd News office .
nedrestyou . » N

W hat 15 the conn\&ction between the t,rue (}ospel and today’s -

: fere you - able to anSthr all the ques- S s

" pel?, and reread it? Or if 'yow haven’t read it, . 4




