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By Herbert w. Asmstrong . |

unless there is more or less noise, - |
mass enthusiasm and a great deal
of emotion worked up and visibly
_expressed. They neber enjoy a .
"sermon, no matter how edlfymg.

fOW OFTEN do we
hear one say, “He'is,
50 SPIRITUAL”? Or,
¢ pegple are not very-

\ spgirgtual”? What is true unless the preacher is full of-cer- *
© spirituality — do you tain emotional enthusiasm, fluent
k ow‘.r - in the accepted splmual phrasc- :
. - We heed, just now, to be ology and able to gener‘ale in his -
L _wam;c\against being deceived ?:;i'fig:; l:eo::l;‘uarlst:r:f;:é?g ’
_.mnto a false standard of spin in this type of meeciing. If such
luahly We need to examine , thihgs are present, these folk -
the true’ scrlplural sfhndard enjoy themselves immensely,
\Four Rhings usually accepted ;"h""hcr they. learn anything real-
. ‘@ sure .v!doncn . y worthwhile or-flot.-
. .This is not tp discount or to
THere are four things 8“-"‘3&?}‘)’ criticize. the n;lural emotional
regarded as sure evidence _expression resulting spontaneous-
. spiritual mind: ly from. a genuine spiritual cxpe-
. 1. SL&GCCh noise, emotlon, ‘rience,_or_the true_ spiritual lan= °
demorisifaiion. E guage sprihging naturally froman
2) Kndwledge of Scnpture honest heart. Far from it
3) “*Faith.” - Some - people arc naturally .
* 4) Rigid sumdard of righteous- - “‘emdtional. Some- are not. We .
ness. -

_ shall see from the Scriptures that

emotion and spirityah phrgses of
themseives are Nt‘}m\.&sscncc of
spirituality. The may he nat-

ural result, the honest and s ta-

It will prUve mte:estmg, and
pmfuablc -to tale a brief look at
each, and measure according to -
the scriptural standard. -

.~ 1) Thénost commonty accept-
ed evidence of spiriluality 4s the
way people talk or dgmonstrate.

- neous expression of it; or, if delib-
eralely generated and “‘worked -
up,” put on for show and effect,

. cultwaled spiritual-sounding lan-
‘guage. Qr, perhaps, ‘they have

. unconsciously ‘acquired the habit
of usirg “spiritaal”. soundmg

And the sad part is that those.

*ywho deal in counterfeit always

insist they have the gendine. .
“By their Yruits,” Jesus said,

\

\ - éxpressions. People say, “My, isn’t ' “we shall kvow (Matthey 7:20).
. Brother so-and- sospmiual?" o s imporlanl that we %;ct &
Many think a’ church service  right balan .
,d(;es‘ not  amount to anythmg 2) The sécond clgss Ls well .

) Splrltuahty
. WhatIs It-DoYou Know?

£y

indoctrinated. Usually {hese

. people do- not believe in much, if -

any, npise or any spiritual mani-
“festations, Fhey have a great deal-

of -head knowledge but most of *

this class have a great deal of mis-
understanditig, and often they¢'

‘have gqueer personal theories -

resulting - from misapplied,

"wrongly divided Scriptures. . -

“They love to try to trap snd .

- corner others with the Scnpwrcs

“and especially do they delight in
it if they are able to corner some
minister. Arguing Scripture -is
their one great interest in life.

These misguidéd people be-

lieve their arguments, contentions -

 and beliefs will win their éternal.

, salvation, Without real repen-
lanm:,_ﬂL_llvulg a_surrendered,

e R AR N e
Fl

righteous life in -Christ" Jesus.
showing the fruits. of the Spmt in
their lives.

3) And then therc is the

“faith” group. Thesc“say they arc
sa\ted “by 1TH, .and faith
ALONE.” They -ate.not so much

- concerned abyt the Holy Spirit, .

and seldom mention_ such things.

as repentance, oiter surrender<gr .

any aced of submission dnd obc-
dience to God’s will and faw."

ﬁl . Some peo\;lc have deliberately”  they _may be. iny,us counterfeit. —~ =+ Their religion- nover wopk&anyw '

miracle-changes in their llvcs
Since “Jesus died for our sins,”"
we do got have to obcy “Just:

"BELIEVE on the Lord Jesus

Christ, and thou shalt ‘be saved,”
is their sole condition to salvatiofi.
The invitation of the minifters of

(Continued on page 19} .
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crown of glory, if it is

'As an older Christian, you have a special calling.
Read here how o overcome the obstacles and ful‘ Il 1t' R

By Normqn L Shoaf

(44

he silver-
haired
., ~ A head is a
- found in the way of
righteousness” (Prov-
erbs 16:31). - '
So says the greafl
God, the One who will
lite forever -and the
One who created the
physical aging process
in human beings. .
-God respects those

T Our miodern xdois*“ari*yﬁung.“f‘ioﬁz lives and who had the experi- — societies. Various worries gnd~ B

2

Jytars, are.striving to live
- special chalienges and

* confronted.

“who, further along in
His way in the [acc of the

trials with which they are.

seem, \s 'to be avqnded at all
costs!

What a para
.of science struggle
.spciety in"general strips from old
age all the respect’and }}fnor once

Yet how different God's view-
point -is-from that of the youth-
oriented sociely in. whlch we
live!

Television; mdgazmes enter-
tainment and advertiserents tell,
“us that young is in and.old is our. -

! As the forces

accorded those who had lived
beautiful, lithe and rarely more
than 30 — almost ‘never mworé
than 40 — years old, The genera-
tion gap widens. We are left with
the impression that to grow old is
to enter a wastejand of loneliness,
ignorance #nd uselessness.

‘ence, skdls and wnsdom to. share
for it. :

Oider nevple make upa SIgmﬁ-
cant part of thesBody of God's

"One in eight members, of God’s
Church is older than age 55. Per-

to extend life.

“ called and chosen people today.

read on. Your callmg
gives you a unigué role’in’
the Body of Christ.
. And if y6i agg not ol
k. . this spcuai grou?rcad on
“@nyway. You probably
- kigw several peopic who
. are, and you are responsi-
- ble as a fLhristian for
appreciaiing their feelings
and needs and serving
them.

®

A a&c;al% o
If you“are an older

Christian, you aré special-

1y blessed!* God says;: .
“The splendon of old men

_ {an omen']  is .their
gra he\ad (Proverbs
20:29). have a spe-

‘Y
‘cial "pla fi i !
Church These should\be yéur .«

golden years — the best of“
_your life. ‘

* However, the world we hvc n
—- Satan’s world',—~ produces

_ trials that are 'particularly hard on

the elderly, ‘especially in Western

pressures beset older people, even
in. God’s Church, and can lead to
discouragement.

Perhaps the present ﬁnancaal§
“squeeze’ " feels more like a stran- %
glehoiﬂ‘ to-you, living on a limited ;
income and struggimg to make
ends meet each mronth. Perhapsg

>

¢
7

Becoming ‘‘old,” it would haps ygu arc one of them. If so,
2 . The GOOD NEWS ' Co- g '
. IE . - . .




you have no family nearby a
close friends, and ﬁghl despgate
+ ~_bouts with loneliness.
Majybe your health is.pot wl‘at
- it once was, and you are ferced to
face your mostality in pain or

what” you want. You may even
have% gniwing fecllng of useless-
mress - you just.don’t feel wanted
and u.onder sometimes what you*
. are domg in the world.
.. How can’you fight — and win
— battles such as these?

, What is your cutiook?
”A.majqf key to Jovercoming in
this Christian >Irugglc is to devel-
.- op ‘the Hght outlook on life. That
outlook. must be ‘tremendousiy,
ovcrwhclmmgl) poalu‘vc' R
“The . almlghl) Guc_ -in hcavcn

'Hc is. “lhe High. and Loﬂy 01\6
‘who innabits;, edernity’’ (lsalahr

37015), -and #His , pupose s to :

. share that. c;ernn) with oy.
dctply wams yoti, more than
~hurman ‘mind. cin realize.

your

The mxghyf Godds “the Fa!her 4 motto:
i com-

of mem!es .and God o
fori™ (I Cormthnans i:3). You.

¢ every -need. You can cast every.
¢are upon Him;
about you (I Peter 57). He wants

, You 0 enjoy an abundant, happy,”
life (lohn 10:10), and will- pro-

you ume in which to develop His
character and -qualify” for {1s
coming Kingdom. : ’
Notice how King David, as he

grew' older, relied on God: “Do |
‘not cast me off in the time of old
age; do not forsake me when my

. strength fails™ (Psalm 71.9),
- David criéd out. “Now also when *
V'ooram old and ‘gray-headed, O
." God, do not forsake, mik, until |

~

B “who Is to come™ (verse 18).

¢+ cessful life because he relied on
God:* “Now Apraham was oid,
well advanced “in age; and the
Lord*had blessed Abraham in all

no

- ward. He " thought his life -ha

“you re oo vid to ¢
is 'the name”of -the game .in the -

camlxtcrally rely off Him, for your -
*edpe dnd &ccomphsh even more.”
for- He cares

vide such if you will only look to “abundam lifé he enjoy
A Him in faith, H
4 God] iven. yowth;silfé\as a W—hlmsel!*wnh Geod's help, and can

-- Abraham enjoyed ,a long, suc-; -

things” (Genesis 24:1). Whatever ator of o
: TP o

stane or cnrcums‘taneu- you are in,

determine ko live life to the ful!&st
)t

\"'

0 you have.a habit of looklng

“merely by not being.able to do . back on failures in your life, fike

one man I knew? After this may.
retired he was forever Iamcnung
all the mistakes he had mage in-
his life, and sorry he had'not

_ accomplished more.

The resyit? He wandered frdm.
room to room, looking outsthe®

‘ "'thn you are

b Lg
K3 -
? .t

5 older, you'must

*look buck on the,

. things you have

Fo

~. done, not the-

. things you
t. missed. In other

,

" words] take a

- positive approach

to life. The

windows and feeling sofry far fx ‘future is positive

himself, until the day he died.-
But his real failure was that _he.
Tooked backwiard | instead of for-

already cnq,;ﬁ when he reached/a
certain® age. And after all.- ‘Bn't
that. what society had told him?

N Live in the present and look to .
“the. wonderful things you can®do
‘niow and in the future if you will

omly” apply )ourscl[ You say’
e? Changc
Chrlsua‘n life! Make this, your
ﬂ’lroug'h Christ who slrenglhem

(Phlhppums A4:13). You' Te
nevcr oo old” te. gam new, knov«lv

PastSr. General Herbert- W
Armslrong‘ now ut hl{‘g’nd )eap:
[is'd tremenddm,case tn point. He .
lias often remarked on ﬁjo Kappy.
Why s .

- he hdppy? Because he,hag applied .

— and that is

. something to

1 gcane do all- things

I

_.\gear in mind."’
" Alfred Mayhew,
88

Mandstone. -

. England

in his life, and is tooking forward -
to dumg even bigger and beuer
thmgs

God's purpusc. (or you is that
you ‘rulé. the universe with Him
(Re\elduon 21:7). That medns an }
eternity of extraordinary accomi-
plishment. You need aMeep that
in mind and ingdhin & positive
attitude nto your character now.
There is no human alive who tan-

" of our powerful Father.

Gog wijf even renew your
strength and .gw€ you new vigor
for life: “Have you not kaown?
Have yoj "not ‘heard? The ever-
lasting {od, the Lord, the Cre-
c cnds of the,carth, nei-

&,

————declare Yquestrength-tg-thisYn-——not-improveand- ErOW, cspccraﬂy" 4
uon Your power fo everyone » with the direct, loving assistance

5

Y

traifing ground. He has- given - look back on great achievements Q_ ':Thﬂ-rﬁagt. .

satisfying thing .
. now is that the

A years have.
j _helped in

in"having
& better .

' understanding of,

. sympathy with °
and ability to

. acquaint*with
others, whetber

\

Roy North 79

of the same age
ﬁrohp yaunaer :

“It is essential
that older people
keep their minds

active. | believe. jt

is vital that you
have'a hobby.
And there are .
always peopld
around who need
help, and active
elderly citizens
can get |, '
themselves
mva[ved "

Elizabeth
Mayhew, 68
Maidstone,
England

“One thing | wish
younger pecple

people and S
- old age is that
-older people
understand
young people’s
- probiems. Older
peodple remember
that they were
. once young, too.
And they would
tike tor young
" people tb come
to them and talk

From our -
.@Xperience we -
can help them.

" They shouldn’t

be afraid.” .

Ruth Barksdalé, 70

Broox!'yn, New N -
" York . N

_about problems.

. 3

‘o knew'sboul'older . . - .

.




' know that we
’ elderiy, love them
- B ver)ﬁuch and
. L we desire to
<. share in their
' happiness —
that we
appreciate
gestures of love,
even a smile or
a helio.”

§
i .
i ‘IJ_ ‘I would like for

i he y?ung to

|

|

1

:

!

|

&'.

IR - Eglantine Trottier,
74
Point-aux-

. Trembies,
Quebec

I believe oider. -

T digcouragement
' by encouraging

- othere Get
involved' be « .
- friendly, give of
oneseifl. be
humbie and in
geneoral have

a Christian )
attitude. Attend
Church activities
and, above ail,

spiritval law,

© of love. The
resuits wilk be
joy. peédce,
happiress,
l’ulliirnenr and
encouragement.”

~Vista, Calitormnia

peopie can avoid

practice God's , .

e which is the law

S

- Howard Stein, 69

“When young
people iook at

“older folks, they

should take the
time to realize
that they, too,
will one day be
old and that they
will, in the very

. near future, be

replacing us as
the older .
generation. Time,
goes 8o quickly..
You are old
bofore you know

it We were

young once, too.
And if was only
yesterday.”’
‘Helene Viard, 84
St. Andre Les .

I Vergers, Ernnce

“We have gone :

, «through years of -

experiance. Our
past trials have
made us awgre
ol our errors and
misjudgrnents. As
& resuit, ouwr past
adds to,our -
presgnt strength.
We sre

using these
experiences as
fearning
processss to

 help younger

peopie.” . . |

. Lils Stein, 88

Vists, Cslifornia

’

- shall utterly fall,

»

ther faints nor is° weary. There is
no searching of His understand-
ing. He gives power to the weak,
and lo those who have no might
He increases strength.

“Even the youths shall faint
and be weary, and the young men
but those who
wait on the Lord [this means
you!] shall renéw their strength;
they shall mount up with wings
like eagles, they shall run and not

. be weary. they shall walk and not

faint™ (Isaiah 40:28-31).
Much of it is in the attitude
© you take toward life. God will
provide yolr every need and help

- you overcome every “obstacle

(Matthew 6:25-33).

“Finally, brethren, whatever
things are true, whatever things
are noble, whatever things are

whatever things are lovely, what-
ever things are of good repart,.if
there is any virtue and if there is

- anything praiacwdnhy' — medi-

tate on these’ 1hmgs (Philippians
4:8)., ,

Remember God’s calling. He
. specially chose you to actively
assist in the most important job in
the final days of this age. And
God doesn’t make mistakes. He
knew and knmvs cxactly what He:
is doing. You Can grow in grace
- and ‘knowitdge, develop taleriis,
overcome, endure' to the end and
be bora into God's Family at the

___return of Christ. T

Get involved

What part are you to play in
- the Church and.work of this end
. time? How can you become more
- involved?

Orerall, cdhcen{m!c on giting
and not getting. Dof’t occupy
your mind with your problems —
your bills, your. loneliness, your

. iliness. Let God take care of those
 things — you concenirate on
. what you cap do for others. . - .

Share as much_ as pussible. Per-

(hagh you are ot capabke o! ren-.

‘-.dering financial assistance.

' Maybe "you cpn't volunieer for
. work projects. Bul you can main-
tain a cheerful attitude for the
benefit of those around you.
"Amuety in the heart of man,

causes. depression, but a good

just. whajever things are pure, -

s

word makes it glad” (Proverbs
12:25). Remembersthe incredible

future awaiting us.iii'God’s King-

dom, and keep on hand a*large
supply of those *‘good words”
.with which to encourage*others.
" A kind word can work wonders
for somedne who is down.

If you are close to God through -~
rtheditation =

“

Bible study, prayer,
and, if your@physical condition,
permits 1t, fasting, you will haxe’
real godly confidence. and this:
will radiate to others.. You will
remember that Jesus Christ over-

came the world (John 16:33), and

that you are on His side. -

» You will face your trials with
courage, persistence and. a suff
resolve 10 obey God in ail things
And think of the fine examp
you will set for others.

Do you feel that you don’t sup-
port God's work enough? You
simply doa’l %ave the monrey lo
make the large offerings you wish

. you could, and you feel likc you -

are not doing your part?

Well, neveér und:resumate the
power of praver. You “can o
more with one deeply felt, belidv-
ing prayer than a hundred others
can do with a hundred half:
hearted offérings. James said.
“The cfeciive, fervent prayer: of
a8 ngmeous man avails: much”
(James S:16).

The Bibie is filled with records
of what belicving prayers accom-
plished "for God’s’ people. God
hears such prayers and answers.
Perhaps you even have more time

-

to detote {0 prayer than thosé’

» who must work ¢t who have more
. family responsibilities to. lake
care of

Set & right sxample

“Paiil devoled a w hole section of
one of his epistles to you as an
older person: “Speak the things

which are proper for. sound doc- -

__trine: 1hat the older men be sober,
severent, lemperate, sound in
faith, in love. in patience; the old-
er women likewise, that they be
reverent in behavior, not slander-
ers, pet given -to much wine,
teachess of good things — that
they_admonish the young women
‘to love iheir husbands, to love

their chilgren, 1o be discreey,

f
f
&
5
’
.
&
. o

.
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cheerful words, your contagious
smiles, vour confideat attitude,
your prayérs and your faith — ail
" this is well within your means.

chaste, homemakers, good, abe-
dient 1o their own husbands, that
the word of God may not be bias-
phemed™ (Titus 2:1-5).

This is nc smail responsibility!  You are rever too old to sow
w You are to; deveiop love, ~ thesé good sceds. )
patience. tlemperance and the Notice this combination prom-

other.fruits of God’s Spirit. Your
behavior is to hiuerally be holy, as,
( befits 2 saint. And vou are to set a
good example. io teach younger
pecpie the night way to live. Your
age ©r s;tualion in no way
exciudes you from an aptive part
< in the work of God's Church!
" Inshort it is your duty to let
, people around you know what ig
L means 1o be truly Christian. The
help yon gixe your feliowmen, and hezppze&a
" your encouraging’ example, yout . Ba&’

ise-command from God: "Those
who are plunted in the house of
the Lord shall floursh in the

fruit in old Jge, they shail be
fresh and scursshing fin God's
Spirit, in Christian works]”
(Psalms 92°13-14)
Strive 10 truiv make these sour
golden years -~ the most produc-

vears of your

i
!
i
[
i
|
}

. Here's how older C‘hnstlans can lead more
' producme arfd ‘rewarding Iwes

‘ \ St _ : ) By ‘Gary !\mg
. 3 . . . s J\ . .

.. God's approach 10 old age. is surprastr&g"

6

ivery day | epray
that 1 will die:!"

. The speaker

an elderly woman confined to
a uheeia.haur Lufg in an “old-
folks’ ‘home™" had become
unbearable for her.

She was lonely, bored and in

g one :‘b) one.” Her family

reason (o go on living.
Or did she?

Is t God's desire that. older
peopie waste away their final
years of human life staring blank-

J o - ’

- washed up?

old friends were

ly at television screens? Are.
p&oplc of no value once they

reach 65 or §3 or 45. or whatever
age socielyysels as the age after
which peame are considered to be

The answers,
known. would bring comfort and
hope to milliens of senno: cilizens!

. God's ltmudo

" Age has pever been.a problem -»

fox God. After all, who is oider

" didn't visit -anymore. She had no « s than the Eternal, the **Ancient of
, Days" {Danicl 7:9)?

God's approach would surprise *

many iif this youth-oriented
sacictydavherc people with per-
fectlyt skills and experience

are often pushed inta retirement.

Many of God's people through-

W ie extremealy .

necessary (o

. have 8§ scksdule

&nd to think
about what you
will Bb® doidg with
your ime.

" Se&ich oul ways

Gsts of cur Gaxt They shalb still * -

1o relp others -

'ana to make -

them happy.
There 18 o

- bglter way to N

i .prove to

tive, most uselui. most nnlercslmg ax

yourse!s
that you are
81l useful "

Ag@re Cuisiner,
7 .

. slowly when
. R . looking into the
if more widely [

- looking at the

b

a

W

Paria, Feance

“We don’t lee!
oid as young
people think of

*

“Young #Ropleé
can be a great
moral comfont, &
ryo beam of
sunghing. o,
those of us aha
xS

@1¢ N0 longer . _

young. -by simply
pay:ng a bit of
r@spect and
gttention o0 49."
Rene Cu.sinen
77 -

Pars. ,ance?

“For some,

elderiy people - -»

seem out of
phase, behind

. the trmes. They

should know

- old, Time seems

"to have moved

p8ogle wou

that current

accomphshmems

wouldn't have - ]

been possible ]

except for the . i
!

to move so

future. and seems
tenacity of the

elderly who, in"

spite of the
rudimentary

id do = means, have with .
wefi to realire " stubbornness '
old-age comes and wisdom

80 Quickily when

pas!. Young

L to all of us " accumuiated the
sooner than we knowledge and o
| expacted.” scurces of ‘ ] .
Walter Schuricht,  fechaological ~ B '
‘w 69 progress.”’ : i |
= Ojei, Camomm kouis Besnard,
74

)

N

Bebsil, Qu&boe/

"
Rl AL it I e
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- “An !ﬂ'»"f’an? out history were chosen for  quences. 1'Kifhgs 12, for insiance,

“lt's rard to put
8 kid's head on
a man's _ -
{ ) 8roulders. But Ip’
o  wish they couid
realize what
we 've besn -
- rhrougn'. We've
) been dgwn the
road. yoy know:
And i woud hope
that our exampie .
) wouid give them '
i _ some idea of ¥

L]

Cari' Moilonex,
72,

Highland.
Cabiornia

\

- mqh
. youngsters cauld
understand that
age allows ftor
experience and

that older people
who try to guide
them are doing
80 to help them
avoid the
problems. and ™
hurts that the
oider person
: knows lie along
the way in life.
Experience
. the best teacher,
. but that -
experience does
not have to be
the youngster's
own personal
experiénce.” *
Thomas Faunce, '
a7 .
Santa Barbaras,
Calitornia

poirt for older
Leople to
remember is that
their lifetime has
been given'to -
‘them as a gift.
Always going

- back.to what
-has been can’

-sand does
often lead 1p
discouragement.’
They should
focus on things

what it’s ike.” . ahead of y=,

especially as
.Christiaps, to
learnwmore of
God's ways.”’
Hans Mayer, 72
Queens,
New York

-

“Irs hy Jyouth we

waete more family
oriented, and our
pleasures and "

. FOCreation were .
home-cehtered.

Moihers were af
kome when
.chiidren were
there. Fathers
. took their N
1 responsibility
8ly.
ial things .
‘were fgr less
important.”
Yirginia Faunce,
68
Santa Barbark,
Caiifornia

A 12 18). God telis us,

T v crbs

imporiant tasks wher they were
of advanced age. For instance,
Moses was 80 and Aaron was 83
"»"when they weré directed 10 lead
Isracl out of Egypt (Exodus 7:7).

"~ Abraham was 75 when God

called him out of his country.for a
great purpose (Genesis 12:1-4).
Noah certainly could clatm sentor
citizenship — he was 600 years
old when the Flood was upon the *
‘earth (Genesis 7:6).2
God still cails older people to
pﬂdy a vital rojJe in His work, and
“each individual » placed there for
an important reason, regardless of
age or handicapg (l_Cor«émhians
“The silver-
haired head is a crown of glory. if
it 1 foursd =n the way of righ-
teousness” (Proverbs, 16:31).
Muany dedicated  Church mem-
bers are #n their 70s, 80s or 90s,
-— & handful are more than 100
years of age. e

Why would Gud cdll or work
with someone Gp in years? Pre-
cisely because of the person’s
vears. in part; and the wisdpm
and eaperience lbose years havc
produced..

As Tius 2:1-5 c‘xpium -older
Christians Have a tremtendous
capacity fur teaching and setting
right examples. T

Younger people, wheii ‘was the

ci ¢ you'lapped the reservoir

perience that belongs 1o ofd-*

_ er.men and women? | still’
- remember many of the stories
told 10 me by my grandmuiher a

formes schovlieacher.

boy, 1 loved 10 go for

‘my graftdfather, . ho
strong. calloused hand,

l‘_ shared with mc his many cxpcn—
.. ehces as a blacksr .

i God commands u® (o listen to
* the wisdom of our clders (Prov:
23:22-23). Leyiticus 49:32
commands, 'You “shalj“ risc up
. before the gray Nhigaded%nd honor

'

fear your God: [ am the Lord.”
Wheh we visit the elderly, we
should ‘treat them with respect
and profit from their wisdom.

TR AT T A

R iesd

=z God will nut tolerate dishonar (1°

5 Timuthy 3:1).
i Failure to follow these prmcn
ples -can result in dprc conse-

. .copsider the matter,

the prescnce of an old man, and

tells the stoty of Suvlomon's son
ehobcam, who was faced with
‘the difficelt decision of whether

.maintain the high taxes thar -

had burdened the nation of Isreel
during his father’s reign. At siake

&zs{:hc nation’s loyaliy” {verses
e A

Wisdom rejected - * ‘

. Affer requesting three days 10
kmg Reho-
boam first consuited with’the old
men who had served Soiomon:
“*‘How do yoy advise me 10
answer these people”” And they
spoke to him.saying. I you will
be a servant to'these people today,
- and servg them? and anywer them,
and speak good words to them,
dhen they wili be your servants
forever’ = (vcrses 3-¥). .
Rchoboam “was not satisfied
with the voice of experience. how-
ever. ,The advice of the young
men, ,(Taull) though il was, was
more to Refloboam’s liking:
“Then the young men who had
grown up with him spoke (o hum,
saying.. "Thus you should speak 10
this people who have spoken to
you, saying, “Your father made
our yoke heavy, but you make 1t
lighter on us” thus you shall
say to- them: "My littlc finger

" *shall be thickefr than my father’s

waist! And now, wherecas my
" fathoy laid a heavy yoke on you. |
will add to your yoke; my father
chastised you with whips.®but |
will chastise you with scourges'™’
So Jerobvam and all the peuple
came to Rehoboam the third day,
as the king directed. saying,
‘Come back to me the third day.’
Then the kigg answered the
people roughly “and rejected the

counsei which the elders had giv- :

en him™ (verses 8-13).
The result was a civil war in
~which ihe nation of Israel spht

- .into-two separale couBtrics, %wilh

the larger betng. under the rule of

_ Jeroboam (verses 19-20). It
would have paid to heed the
adwce of the elderl)

A moducﬁve time of iife

Is i1 God's will that we shut

down once we reach a certain
{Cantinued on page 21)

-
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If You Had -
‘a B()SS Like Mme

()l\l‘ of our locil super-
markets ha malullm!
computerized cash rep-
isters, ‘The registers are
supposed 1o opergje it the
Ap W of Jight it everything
lekmg wcll .

(nw

LN

duy u*\vru‘lvv i wusi'y,

tsunwlhlnp asn't mlmlwdng
with something elses and the
L Lomputers were mukmg all kinds

of “mistikes. Consegueitly, the

Jne of customiers was getting lon-

~ger and ungrier, and the hopless

cashilers were becoming muore and
mort frustratdd. - '
By the thne the &)Mrgenﬂgmiﬂk
in front of me réachet the head of -
the line, he wos beside himpsgl!
with Impatience. As the register
buzzed, clicked and Nashed fna
futile attempt 1o make sense-of ity '
~own uignulu‘rhu Lld h,lluw ‘had ¥
" had enough. o
vLast time | ﬂhop hu-.l" he

prowled ut the huluugumud lmt
inpacent cashior,

“Cood!?” apapped the fruse
wrated young woman.

The no slummed down hlu ‘

itets and  ylormed out ol the
wlore. )

“Yau shouldn™t have said

lunnyl\ul the other cashioe, .
"Y‘u“ me llu |\|unugcuwul,

(im.‘un t uiluw us 10 bc 1ud«, to 1ln,
Lusmmt,u v
U Whe enies - wlml thly" think? .
“This I8 ny st day“anywyy, Pm
qlumng 4 ew mh next week!
“Lucky “you,!” ‘said the mhu

girl. SWIh Ewie

A !yplcul uluuAQ

."f

! Lhm‘

t

ll\_{“.‘h)rhvn Hultord

S T S

an=lHttlo-us-possible appronch
sQOiE to hc ot conmon
today.

l’mhum you uro ke that,

“Yen,” you'll way, “but I you
had to work whore 1 do - It you'
lind o boss ke mine - Well,
OK, there i that uldu o it,
Indeed, many, employment sitiae
Uarisure hagd et exclted about,
Condifiom g ygyomtortible,
th(-q are low. The Muk s or-
N g (e nmnuuvmml in neltish
uml unrdasunable.

~Obwviously, nhlmdy choosos m
'wmk t e situation -like that. Hm
WO mnl Uwayy chuwse. “Somge', -
CHes cmpluyuc haws dinle

t)mlu! hut 10 putiup with the dif-

" it conditions; becduse uny jnb

it betted than none at all,

Maybic you wre in'that position .
DIy whint should your atthtude
lw[ Have you no shoice but to

g |mn the ranks of m!unbthm.

luumhlhlg. turned-off, crenentiul
reﬂple who -hate every minuty——

hey spend o work and, who. Iuolg
fovward valy 1o quitting time? -

Does the Dible say nnylhmg
about that? 1t pught 10, Muost of .
us who woik  apond between o * -
quarter to a third of vur wnkhng ,
hours at. our place of uuph\)y-' .
ment. Ihul i w lurge ‘purtion of

un “lives -2 lves that should be -
spdut wpgu‘wmlng‘ nnd building
| ]

s lml;nlunquply. lhcm, young, -
L women. are lypinul of ntany - work?.". ) lu say ubom wPrk

ers. They aré miserable. ut ‘their
Jobs. Certalnly, Some. dompynies,
* dre filled wh hu )pchmployccu
eager to do o’ [y work, but

such plucesscem Lo be the exéep

ubn Rmhct. the hulﬂwumd do- 7

e Bitle dug.s, e sunwthln
.quiu, " lm~
hl foet, - '

- We rewgnia. thul not all pur
readers dre free o act, ey live:
‘I countrles where me
tents is- iilc. oF . my

fﬂevuluping Third

dploy- |
- u‘.h@
urld chmn-

q,
e
%
L

Thel mhlumd mumm@_ ,,,,, :
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tries where joby - “nny Jobyr- ..
are fow und fie betwoon, Or "pmu

» haps bocause. of age and lack of,
cducation, n change for the botter
I almont - hnpurmihlu i

S0 i you aren't happy at work,
or T you wro trapped in an
employment situntion that is lar
from ideal, this arttele s for
you, , \ '

Firat, remenmber lhiu It i not n
sin 4L, through no fuult &F your
own, you cannot be what this
world culls suceonstyl.

Some in Now 'Tostamont tjmon
were /uul‘wd“imq God's Church |
while they were slaves, and slave
ory in surely the maost uutluuhuhlo
of all carployment’ situations.’

< Baal'y atbvice 1 these poople Wn

S that they should galn thélr h‘uc» _

Codov il they Could; tat. it not; they.
hmml 1lrbg Lnncuuc.d bt it
(0 munhluna AN .,r,,‘. ‘
S e i Sun b sl 1 ’YW lf'
you wre in,n bl cmpluynmm TR
‘wation, {-m out of i+ inipréve’
! yoursell - i you Gon. Burif yow

are o [miure, Valuable “growing’
time"" need not be squandarey in
uull'vpily and frustration,

The Bible tells us, “Whatever
your hand finds to do, do it whll
yodr mipht", (Ecclesinstes. 9:10).

. Why? Becnuse “there is nb
work or device or knowledge or
windom m the grave where yop
ure gmng Y (same verse). "y

Anything - yay ure going’ to

learny and anythin® you are going

to do - or, what Is more impor, -

tant, any character you are g’()ing
to build - has t9 be done whil

you are a,llve Theretore, the thne
you spend at work had better be

used constructively. That doesn't |

only mean getting nhwd und
making money.  *

God wants you o mhuit oters
nal life and a level of achievement
and prosperity beyond the wildest

dreams bl evgn, the Mosl success-
ful business tycoons.
But before He gives you. that
kind of life, He needs to Kitow
~you will use it properly. Thefe
. will be no room for dishonesty,
* {uziness, scltishness and smoldet-
" ing resentment in the Kingdony of

come, with God's help, naw. The
apostle Paul once wrote 'adgm-

advice 1o Titus, the miglgars in
uhmgvui the vl\uu‘h on A%y \ltmil

of Crete, The Crotans had.a bud -

Sroputution for laziness and dis-
honesty (Thus 1:12), ‘The mem-
bers had to overcome this,

Clxhort servants to be obe-

dient. to thelr own mustors,”
wrote Paul, “to be well plewing
in all things, pot paswering, back,
nhl“wlllulug but -ehuwing ull
BoodHdolity, that they mn\‘udm n

« the Yoctrtne of God our Savive in
Jl things™ (Tiuy 2:9-10).

Yeu, but, some of the Crotans
may have thought, the way my
“bows npunhu to me, it's ull T ean do
- ot fo'be pude o return, And why
sltoutt | be - honedt” whén evry-
“bady: (*lhx:*‘,wluaw 1 wm‘t stewls ull
“thedine?. AR L pedpaidy .\mlhar
4 ok hivgd“or do nmhmg, aiid
SV Hody, e duuu du,‘ linlu s’
posnihlc RO ;

BBt wu\w ol W{a

i

' 'Ing yous, huah y Wh‘lln |
con't, you nead not feel that you

those over v onisj

o reliable employel, Ml

not be your muin’ I'culmh ,(W pchm

that way. ty e
“Servanty, obey in il lhlmm

“your ‘sides aceording (v,

Mesh” wmu. Paul to !hqwhurnh'

apt Colosse, “not with eyeservigey:

s meni-pleasers, but in sincerlty-
of heart, Idhmg God” {( Ql\m‘- :

slany 3:22).
You arcn't just-going to wqu

1o serve people who may mpt . 2

appreciate you. You' should algp *
have thesattitude that you -ate.?
working for God. He always -
apprecintes honest, hard ' worky!
und. e will reward it

S0 Paul continues to the Colos-
sinns: “Whalever you do, do-it
beartily, ay o the Lord gnd not to

men, knowing that from the Lard |

you will receive the reward of the
inheritange; for you serve the

U thep elbekt A

but as worvausts of Christ, doing
‘the will of God from  the |luqu‘l$
with pood will doing service, as td

*the Lord, and not to men, know;,

Ing that "whatever good anyot
does, he will recelve the san
from the Lord, whether he is o
NlllVG or li'ms“ (K phiesiang 6:5-8).

Who you r“lly work for

Iy clear, isn't itY An umplnv-
ment opportunity - any unpioy
ment opportunity -
chunivo to show God what kind of

" worker you arce,

v Ave you honest, or do you steul
your employer's - goodi? What
nbum hin time? Are you late? Do
you &uit early? Do you try to glve
i value for your wuges? Lo
you iry. to w;uwcl Kim, even Il he
i hard to got along, withi?

You should! “Servants, be sub:

. mianlw Lo your masters with all
lpnr. hotonly Lo the good and

‘gmllu, Gui also to the harsh”

Fabelor 2:18),

The Bible shows us wo should

higy” beyond the immedinte prob.
lbuiu The charagler you ure
buil;lmg w1ll stund you in pood
Stoakl I your future responsibili-
figs in the Kingdom and povern-
“ppint qF God. 1 your work gives
'yq)u ‘many hours u woek to build
that, cheter, thank God for it,
lm’d ‘don’t waste the time.’
. ka as if you are working for
Josuu.( hj ist Himsell. You can be
..i mr&' He s watching. -
[3&n’t succumb to the tempta-
nim’l of joining the millions of
, fedstented people who have tg
cdrag themselves to- work sach
"'dn}'. Wateld yuur uttitude —- not
Christian: whose
Alghts ore set on the hmgdum of
-God Con iinike even "the most
' tcdkﬂm af jobs an opportunity to
..ovmu)mc Iumncas, sollisieness,
,'rcm.numm wiid diahonu;ﬂly .
Why waste a quarter Wi (hird

provides a
N

s

L]

—tord Christ™ (veres 23-24) ",

Paul wrote something very
-similar to the people of the
church at Ephesus: “Servants, be
obedient 0 thuse who are your
masters accdrding: 1o the flesh,
with fear and trembling, in sin-
cefity of heart, as to Christ; not
with cyeservice, as men- plumers.

of yunr life?

- Ask-Giod 'y help you rise ubuve

the gifficult ircumstances.
“Then one doy you will huur
your real boss — Jesus Christ -
tell. you the words you wunt to
“hedr amogt; *Well done, good und
faithful m.rvunt" (Matthew
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very humanebeing is s
Just naturally inter-
ested in his cor ,
own things, ‘ ;
He knows nothing else! '

Ile is imterested ip his own it . l
pleasures, His own happinegs. His '
own profit. His own importance, foH : ,
Charm. . Fffectiveness. Success: »'E . : hd
Friends who mean a lot 1o him, !

9’

Ofien, e vis wconcerned for f
others o when he s reminded ‘ "
that” he-should be, ujfp then it s f
Decitine doing nice things ks : ) !
him “teel\ike u better person. A Lo -
sl sucfioe or-a charitable act ‘ Co '
betomes” a meank of sell-caalta- i
ton, 1o dd something nice TR
for others ‘mukes him feel S . oA

R Wopd, and muakes others ¢ ] . -
,_k “« admire him, .y, . L
v . Yet, in his own mind he N v :

- thgiks he“has “love” True - % M ‘
ly. is God's Word tells us, ‘ : |

x ress n man's “hearl s devepuive . - B .
[ above all thiggs and des. \..| .. . . Lo
' \llwuululy wicked Huunmh . o o ) B
- 79). . R A
\ \ .

A loveless generation !

One of the saddest com-y
mentaries of our time s
the lack of genuine love |

\ . .

}w'rwmv thinks he knows'what real = and concern Tor other ;
members of the human N ¢
()ulgqmg love is - butfewidy. Even /vwer race. I
Almuost everydne suffers P
vulm' the vital mupurtam ¢ of expressing it.. fram the loneliness of - W U
, l 7 being shut out from the 1 C -
L o b “+ thoughts and actions of
. uy Jaack IU Lol “ others. ‘ i
' Loneliness has vome to . : o
be o major prohlem in ouy . : R .
modern ®ay of life. It has probhe | iy :
bly been the cause of more delin- BT { .
quency, destructive acts and des- | - s
perate behavior' than uny other . L ‘
single factor. it , N

As -Normvan  Roston .wrote in . b , Lo
article “The Oney Who - | ESeg
W 2 _published several yum.y
ago in~Lhe  Saturday  Evening
Poyr: “Yolwean see them (the
unhw;d] in the city or town, men
oryomen, the young and the old,
,4\31 ering in the late sfternoons or -
eviénings, strolling in the streets, b i
or wandering through stores or H .
the parks, ot sitting on purk Lo ’ e
benches, or heading tor Bars. Haoo b TR
T Iuy are in search ul‘ utlu.rs. Lhua Lo : . .

, dune- Julv wed 9 .. .
K N . .
’l\

. . TR
Y R N !
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unnamed, the y&;&d’fwaluuml, ~eration makes goodwill diffigult,  purt-from Me, you oursed, into .
the lu)urwl(?lw, or night-long come it is still necessary for human the cverlasting fire prepared for e
i panions. And the numberless.  happiness. Lifé without personal  the devil and his angels.” \
’ unscen who marely wait alone in - warmth and goodwill is-not real . ‘uo love is so hmportant that
separate rooms, ;E! smally desper- - living, \ + Almighty God warns those with- FN\_A
ate rooms, their hope bohind, . out it that they are as worthlesy ol
accepting defont. ‘Theso aro the LOVe absolufely necessary “sounding bruss or Wtlunging
., - ones who have somehow inissed - Peoplo_péed to nee o smile and  gymbal™ (I Corinthians 13:1),
‘ the miracle. Pussed by while  receive o cheery greeting . that A personality devoid of outgo- - -
others were chosen. sontelftiw conveys interest in thelr  ing love i asick personality! It is
“Perhaps the saddost of these  wollure, with u willingness 1o stQp lmplmmd{it. unwholesome and '
N o are the aged and ill, botrayed by and help when nocessary. Such  ineflective. ) )
.o the wotld, forgotten by kin, The  love is u vital part-of any happy Ou the other hand, an outgoing - ‘
‘ living turn cruelly and irrevoge- + soclety. L personality adds immensurably to AT '
bly awuy from the dying. And And it | be 'n prominent,. health, happiness and prosperity. . ‘
V g love, the root of life, withers. personal, dail “gunlity in God's It is a delight to everygno, and it = ° :
C ot don't know why they're  Kingdom. : will certainly make the lives of
keeping me ahive,” suid the man in Those of us who are ublg to see  those around much brighter and
the sun-tilled ward ®f the hospi- — moré worthwhile, . ) A
tal, his hands Nut.upon the sheets, /™ ‘ The apostle Paul. wrote; !
- his head turned toward thé wi;(-/ “Though 1| speak with the
, dow wh,ﬁ‘i‘c the sun danced. ‘I'm . ‘tongues of mon and of angels, but 7 SN
not going anywhere il | get bet- +, have not love, | hidve become as RN
ter. I've got wsister Hving in Cal- sounding brass or a clanging cym- o ,*.\"'*
ifornia, but she hasn't written for “ml. And though 1 have the gift of o
Vo - years, and | never hetw from my prophecy, and understand”all * - o
’ 4 dusghiers. No one visits me- now mysteries and all knowledpe, and . . 1
4 CXcept o nun somotimes, who is though 1 have ‘nll faith, so that | : »4\ e
. very pice, but T don't even knbw “could remove mbuntaing, but - - . !
v her nume. It doesy’t mean any- L have not-love, 1 am notlting” : ,
8 - thing.' - : (lgCorinthians'13:4-2), . LT
“Itis not merely a mater of g " This knowledgeé-comes only '/-\
age. The loveless ‘¢xist wherever N _ from the Bible, and upderstung-
life may be. They are the obvioy AR , L ing comes from God's Ploly Spir- P
'y scarred or the seemingly well~ This godlcss age makes i, which no one pohesses natu- ) * “
the wounded with the sear *high will diftieult - orally. e . Y
; den; they are married or single,’in »8,"‘3‘1?7‘” QF‘(],I,,“’Q]F’ but Whhnﬁ God's/Holy Spirit, the , ‘/ . -
N\ ~und out of careérs, in und out of . Catas still /v:tul to only genNng. intergyt we huve iy oyl
Coe et marital beds or motel adventures,e happmsss*!?‘t;ife ithout . self-interest. Unconver, Vﬁdwprgsup;lc n 4N . )
: all touched by that, shadow of . — are interested. in others only in
: havigg. been denied, forgotten,. persondl warmth is relatign to- what others ‘mean (o
" o unblessed.” Lo not real living, « "+ ~them - what they et in
K e + This'is a pitiful, sad comnienta- R T S .
ry on real life! Perhaps you feel - . ; «  Since this world’s advisers are ' | -
that you are being left out of the  that, eutgoing love is a part, of, . without God's Spirit, their writ- sl -
" “affection and concern of vihers. God's way of life, and who have  ings or examples unwittingly 1 Cia ‘
" U"Bpt what sre yoli doing for  chosen (o come out of this world  advocate “putting it on™ in order . ) o
_0 o+ others? How about you? Do you -und to learn and practice God's  to receive. But giving in order to. \x.
© - . have any loved ones going ﬁ'&ﬁg\'yx way, muay not.excuse ourselves  receive is not ‘goou'will, oy o L
' for. u word «of encouragement, o fom Haviing and praglicing out-  phrsuing 'self-profit, [/ 1 , .\ .
- note of visit that sayf you care -going love and concern for others. - - All of us have heard about Jove N S
_ N _ahout_theifs? 4 Itis an absolute requirg Sfor __and _goodwilk from._peaple ‘who.: . g
i ] . { ve is.in ded- - any who expect onter His ,(dun‘l reallyC understand™jag We , ¢ - \
L. ~  perately.sfiort supply in this gen-. * Kingdom. ", “have seen others’ exafmyples of . -
cration. If you and I are not care- . Those who~have~not demoh--  what it js supposed to be, but we
o “ful, we w\ll fal} right into the trap . straied genuine outgoingiconcern  have received wrong informatioq. .
- that sg pnany people withoul ény  for others in their daily lives will  'Right kfowledge was simply not. - | - : ,) .
- knowledge of God's truth are in.  not enter at all (Matthew 25:31-  uvailable because of 4 lack of spir- - - Y
1. But iff we will begin o exercise . 46)! To.those who da not ald the - itual understanding. ' :
o, outgoing concern ourgelves, our  stranger, the hungry, the thirsty, » e are i . : A S
' e owaloneliness will evaporate. " the naked, .the sick and the con-! - Soine are asiesp |, : G e
- Even thdugh this godicss gen: . fined, J&sus Christ will suy,“\'l?c’e -+ Yet evén some who have been -~ |" y
i ) s | - c e o : S .. c .
: @ ) 2 : 5 B .-
L T ' . . . L
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‘God's Holy ‘alnrn is given by the .

“apostie Peter in-Acts 2:38.

Peter said tg those pricked in-
the heart apd d\mmg 10 do some-
thing about \heir condition: “Re-
pent, and let gvery one of you be’
baptized, in the nume ‘of Jesus
Christ\lor the®remission of sins;
und yoshall receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit.”™ -+ ‘-
Lntance meany turmn‘g
our Numan way of self- ~cen-

3

-ing. (mds law and ssumg your

‘will:to obey from here on. -
God will then  give you Hu

HAJ ¢ Spirit, a spirit of @ sound-

~concern - ~~,w1!l mill-.
be 3,,01:15 slrung“

hurnmmous Iovc uid goudwnll is’
worth working lor.

I you-would- Tike 10 kngw more

¥ gbout this vital key to true utgo-

ing love, write fur our free reprint -
carticle, Mlow, ¥ou Can Be
lmbuu.l wn‘lh lhc Puwcr of God™

address. neargst yuu.v ‘

‘Your part o
Outgmng love rcqmres work

mind i wnsdom by ‘which you ~ along with wnllpuwcr and deter-

~can iptelligently love and consider -
others. You canngt’ we good-
will by yourself. ‘
To act like you havc it iu 10 be -
fulle. Any act, no muuer how' -

ﬂ-‘ N o ?
. oo T

- smination. 1t is an uphill pulf:
“Because human ndture is not naz« :
“urally outgoing.

Humun _nature, - as mﬂuncd
by Satan the devil the "prinee of:

This 15 !thu_lic_u_ull_sbum' .
This is low: you h&FE“your purt in .

~old habits ure deeply ingrained,

* becomes automatic behavior. 1t R
o that wenre-what-we: =+ i
: halmunlly qn. imd yun bemms

- has beeir sl

\‘*_{/\ 1 s LN : .
w (
S L
. ' -'.
2 e
=) ’
I3 L} i *
baplTzed, have God's Spirit, Iumw ,gmul i cveimmliv dmnwevcd tu Ihc rumdr ol the gir™ (1 phumm
GOU's plan and hope w cnter’  be \usz that - aeting - 2:29, iy selfish. Tu be mngmm.-, it
God's Kingdpm lack this odtge- . On the ather hand; whcn we  ove cuts sgainsg the grain of whit o,
Ving love, They just don't think receive God's Hidly Spirit we do,. we haye been abmofbing through .
. absuy others, Their fruitless-lives - . not just ustomativaily and myste-"  Satm's influcace all vur lives, ) . i
muke it obvious that they do got  rivusly becume pcr 1. We warks Wisdom to 6y — wisdom W . ‘.
: getiely. cure for vihers, = - toward perfecti with much  corredtly guide your diforty, wis- L
; Yhey intentd to du ipht, lhey effury on vur part - uiil’lg the  dom to keep tying in spite of il | i
« Foften think to do unm{ wurks, yet  Spirit Gl wves,. " adversity, wisdony to discern 1
seldom  get ‘around&ay ucmﬂlly Guod's Spairit u;ﬁ:m our winds , God's will - is an ubsulute. g
. I doing them. The s try 1 be nice to fgulize the nnpurmnw of  nevewsity in learning uﬁuer’usc |8
y They often say and do pleasant ) dthers in pur lives and our impors — trie v, / ! }
) ‘r things. They try td bk fair. tunce gy theis. The Qoadwill we i nm‘ i yuu lucks wisdom, W
Y‘c(. no one is benchted. No | give ufd recgive is o vital com-  let hins agk.of Ged, who gives o L
ong’s life is bemp changed. Na o madity. We come to realize that  all libesally and without reproach, i
on’s hope is lifted up. No: h.xmw fclluwnhm of kindred spirits is  and it will be given 1o him. But v
Aicps is radinted 1o, athers.*No joy  most beautiful God's Spint aso et him ask in fwith, with no : E '
s spread,, lu-m.ud they are foreed ‘givu uns the assurasiee !!ma ihn duubln " (James 1:5-6), ' P (-
luu.mmulwc, defend themselves, ” "‘h-l waith, you must ummd ' i
! urgue af retreat. Fhis kipd of unwunrmgly on yuur irus! and ! )
. behavior fulls\Mug short of truly canviction. L
outgoing Iuvc :? I hope;. you gulde your sction .7
" n fact, u {v. not love ut Al " expelung to recelve the desire o
il p;)wm livhig up 20 wh.u . yadu have set your heart on. This *
" we lcd is rcqmrcd of us. It is a hope adds the mplmuai mutivation
person's way ol demanding credit to o forvard., Sy
# for being nice. It is sellish. Cl leve, ymz munst act with
4 Goodwill’or true oulgoing love - unselhshnels, with initiative and \g
N must came from o SpiritZled 4. genwine concern for everyone. ' ,
! heart. Even though the hc\t of "+ ‘These: three jmpurtant ingre- .
| ) ‘bmun is not naturstly. inclined to cBicnty are "udded (o your gilt of AN
love his felloys, -through God's wisdom " through etiurt on your :
« help we can ¢hunge. . . “part They are all imporiunt, but
Ardtdhere is o lot we must du - the must importunt, und the one v
. , uu\ylvw! ‘ _ G()d s lowe dUU- ﬂOl thut™ tukgs most ettort, is. lcve ‘ |
hat can we do? ' give up. When (I Corinthians 13:13). S
The, farmula® for réceu@mg all’ LJM, has ldilbd_ L-W! and cadiy ch.uctcr /\* N

your owi Malvation. -
This ‘brmeas ul‘ creating godly
Chuructér in us 13 Gud's plag of

- creating thldréll It is His doing,
bt we also b wrt. Besides
our willpower am! dcktmmﬂtmﬂ.

it takes vur resourcefulness, per-
‘severance and drive.
It requires breuking old habits
ity of thmlv.mg and agting
scmnhly i then requires building *
-thinking

and acting in Outgsing love, T he

-just.as the new habits must . _‘«
become deeply ingrained if lh (y
ere to become purt of ua,

To build a habin you must do i
thmg ‘over and. over until it

N




. / e . S\ . .
-y ‘ . . - .
. * R T
L] - .
‘ - . ‘ ‘. :g .
L 4 Al > ' . § c ' .
B . . . : » ' Ce ) o (
L -
b, ' “
v\ﬂ '\“\‘ , *
N 4 ' - . .
o ) A ) .‘ .
godlike’ when you become hpbits'  unbecomingly). Ph}bppu\m 4:8 musl come to havo it hubitually ‘ T
ually and consistently godlike. ulso udds information ond !33 and consistently. . h
Giod is love and_ He ucts hubit-  pleasunt things we~should do ) ' . $
wally wind .ummlcmly in outgoing  instead: “Whu}cvc’r things, ure  HOW to havejtrue love k) : ,
love, That is what we ure learning  true, whatgver things are noble, 1If you want to live and uct in - A
' to do through His Holy Spirit.  whatever Things are just, what- love und geodwill,. go to the,
The basic laws of God wrc given "' ever things are pumesr whatever  Author of ull that is good. Ask
’ (= for the purpose of developing ™. things are lovely, whatever things  Him pmyerfully t give you this
b goly love and goodwill. They are * ‘ttire of good report, if there is any  attitude dnd how you the way. , |
luws ol love (1 John 4: E) . virtue ‘und if there is unything  Expect HimSto wnswer 1lmd to
. prﬁ'iww«)rlby - uwdilule on  keep gn giving it to you us long us .
. The meaning ‘these things,” you ug'u trying to give up your old,
» I Corinthiany 13 makes it clear -+ True love seeks not lta own -  self-centefedness’ und Htrivmg lq L
_"" what true love is, Thie word truss-  is 6ot sclf-centered, not carnal " live God® way. ! [
‘ s fated “charty™ In the Authorized * (I (onmiuunb 13:8). Then [follow (‘md 4 bibluul _
Version does not mean “giving to I not cusily’ pro\'okad instructions on how .to behave . " ’
‘- the poor.” Verse 3 clearly demon  (aroused to anger), © . toward others in love und good
strates that - resd it yourself. . It thinks no evil -~ du@a Jnot Will Live by th luwn of love.
. o " " The Greeh word translate ‘dwcll o the ugly, wmkmkmdc «{ ‘pur elhsh ﬁumun ulura hua-; :
S “charity” # agape, not phifed,  others’ behavior, nor is rcucm(‘u " \u} ah d-itPway in !he pust and b
A which is more commonly used tg  oF bitter. Wikl o ginue’ Co
. deénute emotional love. Agape um‘ And it never rejoices in hearing mus\'«sw hlipum ) C o
. / ' phileo have stmilur meunings, but  or seeing iniquity.« In tead, it while yoil's T ‘
" L hllt’u °‘(.umcs; chiclly from tl rejoices in lruth:#yfolesomae i R
Y curt,” ‘explains Strong's Ej- noss (v#rsc 6). ' : T
i . . huumve! vncordunce, wh: c AT dopérson belmfes or, insults [« DRIV
i w . -agapc “womes from the head.” you, reul love never causes you to skilllul 1 Lo
LT " nttuns to think and sct towurd tail back, but it bears ull things may even [ P
others with geyuine convern gnd  (forbeurs in all provbeations). It off, ask’ ugain et
. “tenderness. L ning having good--  never inflicts harm for harm, evil  and agaip, . until .you hubnually o
. - will -—'feelin}l it dc:ply but intel- - for evil ve insult for insult, o to have goodwill — Gods Tl
‘ ligently. This ugupe behcverq ‘the best in- willl‘~— tgward all people. : e A
N W.hile either .word uﬁn be - all ‘matters. lt does* npt show Rojfhans ' 3:8<9 Spys: “Owe na. ' K v
. trumlmcd “luve,” the Authurized unplc.\sanlnwu and il swill by ‘man_anything, except to-love ong ’ .
Vemun- translstors used ‘*char-  doubling or t.auuing dissent, bud  another, tor e who.loves unothér N
. ity” 10 distinguish this intelligent, - hopes for*the best in all things —  has fulfilled the law. For the com- -
" heartfelt. poncern (outgoing love 48 not negativg. mandiments;’ ‘'You shall not com- © , Do
B Lo ut gmdwill) from thc kind of - God's lovy ndnus ull lhmgs.- « mit udull Y, "Yuu shull pct Iﬂur- a L
C veys to the avchPC'IWH ferences “of "oy '_mun. mmunder- “shall not bear lulsc wnncsx.f‘You - ' LN
standings do not send it off Tn'a . shall not covet,” and if there is uny
‘. -Ylha! true love 1s lika * - corner o niwpe ur L turn away.in — other commundment, are all B
Verse 4 » shows lhm this ugupe, - bittefness. 1t does not-lose friends - sumunied ui) in this shying, nume. ¥’ o
this mu:lhgem uulgumg love ur . over them. It dued not give up. It “ly, ‘You shall love your nelghbor" ! .
‘ goodwill, -is- ulways putient with . never fuils! When evgrylhmg else ., as yqusall'™" '
! . . others, suifering ‘long with any . -has failed, frue love - genuine 3\ake:ﬂ work to be outgoing. f L
. T grisvance received from tha ui v 'good\wll and outgoing concern Yuu won't even’ thmk to do il’ i “ '
: I is kind — unfuilingly H’ ‘or others - \mll wtill be going: = without effort, and it wori't be. - '
: . — s you will see by wmp&ring umng successfuylcven then if you don't’ . ~ R
e - . verse 4 with verse 8. © -Jdesus Christ's cuample while:  stay close ¢ 2] . This also tukes Y .
o Luvc nevcr wmpuren nuclf “on’'the cross is the one we slwuld\ eﬂ'art of -and enoergy. : 13 L
3 inthians——strive-to-follow e said o love—is- utely.- = e
i 10 IZ) 5. that it is never envious - scowling, bluodihirsty, hatc-ﬁlled (od It is’a wonder- . , ' . \\
o . (jealous), ynever vaunts itself  toringntors, *Father, Torgive ful thmg Lo have.. Mo one will e N
i {boasis) to get a;,!fuawlmm thiem, for they do U“Kk{‘:‘" whig & enter His' Kingdoin wnthqut lt . T-u .
, L oo It is never pufled up (arvogant, . they do' (Luke 23:34) (Malthew 2531:46). " N 4
: | - self-importam). Such pulfed-up Can you still be a fricnd:to> Now s, “HE time to m&.rahal it :
- - ego only. shows that you have those wh hate you? Can ybu sfill ur edergy lo muke ceitain-you ;Jl '
. i v compared yuumclf whh others  havé goodwill oward them? Can {nve God's great love. Develop it W
: and fuund thém bencath you, you still be wnwrnod Ior lheir' “and mdhuc it all the rest of yout " ’ -
LT “Guodwill ~will wever behave "=-:w¢linre’? e - life¥ The time-is- short I -is- lttér B i -
’ iuolf unseémly (unpluunlly‘ , Yau musl. you lmowl And * than you think! . e s : :
v < N .. !
. : S s Lo
. = : R ; \ ;/, ‘) ) B ‘ o,
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. We're oﬂon told that we
should pray for our enemies,

b It d we do that?
Surely we shouldn't pray for
.-> " bad trials to come on them,
© . yet If they are not converted,

it doesn't seem we should akk

God to7>bleu thom ouhor

(John 1
-

In Matthew 544 Jesus " tells
us, “Love yo#s)encmies, bless
those who curse you, do good to

“those who hate you, and pray for

tho.w who sPncfully use you. and
persecute you,” This’ scnpmre
shows that we should.pray in lovc
thgt God wnll bless-our enemies.’

"« Pastor (_u:qcrdl Herbert W,

Armstrong has often’ remarked.

that. he prays far fils enemies and
that ‘we should, also. - -
- Dges this mean that we should

pray that God will shower. them

with, ubundml riches? Qg should

| we pray li,ml God will brmg sore
© trials” upon'eur enemies so that'
they might come to repentance?

Jesus- does’ not -specifly  what
type of

God ip His infinite

shyuld ‘receive Based. upon - their -

acllons angd needs. - v

"OF course, their greatest bieb-
ings would come if they would

repcnl and seek God. But only.

. avond\dcatrucll\m
lessing -wé should: pray;-.-

e and wnsdom knows.. -
t ly'pc bf blessing our cnemlas", :

’ W|th numng bablc% in thosr, days' i

And pmy that your flight may
rnot be in wmu:r or on the Sab-
bath.”

‘These 'verses arc part of a_°

pmphccy that was fulfilled in
type in A.D., 70. "Il,w situatian
would be especmlly hdrd on thuse

" with small children and nursing

babies. (Jcsus Chl’l&l used the
Jd woe in verse I9i.ompaab|0n=

ly. while in Malt‘hc@v 23:13,
He pronounced woe on the reli-
. gious authormca as 8 thing
descrved )

Perhaps we can Bem under-
-stand why Jesus said 10 pray that
‘their flight from Jerusalem be not
in the winter of vn the. Sdbbmh

(verse 20) by nuting what

occurred in A.D. 70. .
According to the Jew:sh hlSlO«.
rian Joaephus. Jerusalem * was,
then divided into several wurrmg
factions. -One factivn wanted to
surrender to the Romans and

jon was deterrhined:to fight the

omans.no_ niatter ‘how hupclca.s
hc outcome seemed. e

" These who.were determined %o
1ght
~the pe plrz 10:80 Gut of the city.to
surren the quans The
5.only. way unc could’ gtl out-was to.
~.go-out in the

noon with hogs orsakes, as if car-

Another fac-

ould not aliow the rést of

orning or alter- :

¥ v

rible bloodshed prophesied to
occur. Notice Rcvel.umn 12: l3-
14. -

What is the “land’ Slbblth"
spoken of in the Bible?

God's instruction is, *Six years
‘you shall sow your land and gath-

er in its prgduce, but theSeventh
year nshall let it.rest and lie
falw” (Exodus 23:10-11). . ¢

This instruction is not a gltual-‘

istic ceremony. It has-a great deal
to do with developing and ihain-
taining productive soil that will

produce® nourishing, Tood ytar

after year. The -almighty Cieator

God ‘promises t¢ bless those wha,

wholehganedly obey His laws
(read Peviticus 26 dmi Deutcron-
omy 28)

, part ofl ¢ Jubilee Lyclc (a pcrlod
"of 50 ycars). \l?ach qacvcmh year. -
gm also a year of relcmxc from.all”_

bis that had:not: bcm.pand
within that, “period oftseven years.
AfEr 49 years the uwncrahrp of
land, if transferred, reurned to
the original famlly (Levmcus
25:40). . .

.Today, howcvcr. ‘man has

"established his own {aws concern- -

ing property rlghls .md debt ool- :

leclmn
" Normally, an mdwldual muat

&

‘

. coﬂ'lmuc ‘paying on debts dne

—Gud can grant . rcpenl.mce and

(R

only He knows how best to. bring

it about (Romians 2:4). Lo
In"John

example for us that we sHould not

pray for this world's system. God-

is not going 10 save the system
that humanity, under Satan's

" sway, has, establis#d in this-

%

World, and we should not pray for -

_ik. We should pray. for God's
Lingdom . ‘and for those who are
w the'embryo of that Kingdom,

17:9, Jesus se( lhe'.

Fying ‘up with 1
" duties ih the ficl
- 1ake extru Llulhmg. belongings or .

small children without bemg

+'noticed and gdpaured

of the city to work iffthe fields. If
- the time 10-Hee came then, few if

".any could escape. Thus Chiistians

were 1o pray:that e time to flee
would not fall ‘in the in&cr or on
the Sabbath. S A

; regular daily ™
s One-could not 1

- _kvery seven yeais if he is de
- On the Sabbatlis of m the win- ':.~. i
tek, pcuplc &ould not be going out

curréd to banks, mortgage. cdm- )

‘panies and other financial’ i stitu-
. tions. A furmer may noi -
o Yest all his Jind” at one

. year'to . cuminue to pay on hls
‘mortgage. -

Thctefcre the Sabbmh of the
. land must,: in qoday’s society, be

»

viewed as it impotiant ecological - -

principle.. ‘God “Wunlb us to lake
~ care of thé scil ‘

A
LA

AN

Cle

e .
7. who’are pregnant land 4

This seriplure dogs not say.qbo,w- ’

cver, that it js wrong o pray for
ous cnemies. , -
What. does the prophgcy ,9?
Matthew 24;19-20 mean? =
Jesus sad Y But woe 13 those

those -

“The time ts conding ' agam
when, -during the Great Tribula..
tion, - Jf;rusalem will be sur-
rounded by armies. . Christians
-will again have to travél to a place’

- where.they will be*supernaturally -
pmteued by Gud o avmd thc: ter-

- shouid seé to it t’hat thctr land .

oo

rgceives ns rest, Fhis-westing af, -

hie land may occur all at.one iime’
during - the ﬁeven;h \year, as was
the custom in aru;uem Israel, or 8
'part at & time- i:mv«er a pernod of
sevcn noyears. R .

oo

'
.




Games in Greece, the forerun-
ners of the modern Olympics;

are mentioned in the Bible?

: Durmg the days ofithe early -

Chu’rch, the Olympic _Games

were- an* important ahd” famous -
event every Jfouf years, _yusl as

" they are today. . -

The apostle Paul ‘u:ed thece'

K

God s Word shows us many sp>rtﬁual Iessons
we.can Iearn Sfrom the OIympzc Games

i

w

N [
v

xc,rlemt:nl is now rdp=
Jt9' mounting world- -
«as hundreds of
ns of pu)p!c look for-
‘ward 1o viewing, either in
person or on tefevision, one ‘e

events, ‘thé Sum-.

spomng

G.Amcs this year wnll ‘be in
lua Angclcs Calif. - '

Bv Mﬂmﬁng___w—_*. 394w

“of thc woﬂd s greatest._

mer’ Olympic Games.. The -

I)ui Mou knm\ lh}i dnClcnl >

-« Games, with which ‘most every-

“one of his .day was familiar,- to_
help him™explain vital spiritual
principles. The same- principles
apply 0] (J(ld s pcuple loddy‘ -

.

'Olymplc orlglns )
“The first kn(yhn'Olympi'c on-

“test took pldLC as long ago as

'B.C..Thereaftet, the Games were, ¢ /

" scheduled - dt Tour-year intervals

‘for almost 1,200 )Lars until A.D.

ished iy : ‘
Ron‘mn Emperor Theodoalus 1 ‘
afler\ejh'ecu: 1ust llb mdcpcn-, "'_v
denc

For the-first 13 oiympuads the
only event was a footrage gofl
dbuuf 200, yards (180" mcic‘
'-'ﬁnd lhc tiames only’ dsl(,‘d
depy. Al the Ceontestants

were. ’

H £




male and all ran- ‘naked. Gradual~' A

- 1yt other &vents such as chariot -

* .races, boxing, wrestling, the dis-

. cus and javelin were ‘added, and

.- -the dumnon of ‘the Games was'
: ‘exlt,adx.d

“The dees occuplcd such an

impurtdnt *position in Greek-Jife :

that l|mP wast measured h\ the -

pomted out some stnkmg spm—‘
tual lessons to the Corinthians by

* referring to,these Games. .
" When weg ‘understand, thlsh-

background to*these’ pasgages, .
they take. on added hght dnd.'

meanmg .

r toe

Strive for tﬁ&-bfizé e

S

" Los- Angcles Olympxcs
. men ahd women who have satri-

modern D{ympxcs. t00. The ath-"
- letes who will succeed at the 1984
ill -Be

ficed mdn) of the pleasured other -
‘people &njoy todevote .countless
hours ‘of cxhausun s rugg!é.,
sweat-and loll in mmﬁng or\t.hbir..

Arte %

-

four-year interval between. lhun
~ — an olympiad. For 1,200 years,
- time’ was counted in *lympiads,
betore years a‘rxd monlhs bc.gan to’

be used., . .
} » The grcate;l honor any Gréek
.+ could dulain was winning the sim-
ki - ple ‘branch of wild olivé given to a

victor in the Games. Kings com-
peted alongside commoners; even 2}

Olympic honors.
v contests developed' in various
parts-of Greeces— the ()lymplc
Isthmian, Nemean dnd. Pythian
Gantes.. The Isthmian Games
touk p!ace every i‘wq‘i’ years in
- Connlh cand would thave been
familiag-to Ghurch membery live ..
mb there in Paul’s tishe. \u Pl |

" Corinthians 9:24-27."

he Roman Emperor Neru“suughl .

Let’s notice, for instance, 1.

“Do you not-
know that those who run in'a rage
all run, but “une' receives the
prize?” (verse 24). Only one per-

‘son in ‘edch racé.at the Games

-CVERTS:

It is interesting that, lhe Grcek

. word 1ransJ.;\léd “compeles in-

verse 25 is agum zomenas, which

. litemlly mieans ¢'dgonizes.”’ Yeét-

" these athletes went through all

received - the vnclors wrealh or,,t

garland. .
© ““Run in such a way f‘hal you
may pbtain, it.” Paul compares

this. Jusl to. obtain a
crown.

“perishable
.The winner’s crown at

"the ()Iymplc Games was made up

‘of. olive_leaves, which began to

- “wither. away as soon as, l'hey were

our’ Chnsnan life 10 a race-and.’

urges us to. run cdrneslly with

Olympic-race can win, everyone

- who runs well in thc Chnstmn

‘race can. w in.

-

In verse 25, Pa :

shows thal
evcrx sucwss’!’ul :

-

"'rsn ia mmph matter of cousting

- our. prue a “crown of righteous-

" (I Peter9:4)¢ ;

‘plucked. .
How much _maore, (hen ought

M#AHMuF—SFmMHeMI—A%he«&)m{m rrnrknw}edgﬁ&hat——twehm tians nrmsvrphnem
“although only one person in- an

sejves spmlu.ﬂly and agonize for §

ness”’ (11 Txmoth) 4.8).a “crown
of giory that does not !'dde away’\

“The life of a mae C’hnsuan

oF . u‘umng~

.mmg, t![nrllusl\

bvgob {irm.m Frst Vs




H
H

merely *%elieving in Christ” andl
thinking we age already saved.
. Rather, living God’s way is a

constant struggle. It’s a conti
ing effort 1o keep sin out of

lives, to seek God and be close t
Him in a materialistic world that .
hates His.ways and hurtles along
.in the opposite ‘direction.
*something we have to strive for
with great zea! and energy. some-
thing to “contend earnestly for”
(Judé 3). ! »
We need to drive ourselves for-
ward with every ounce of spiritual
strength and determination we
have, just as an Olympic-class
athicte urges and pushes his body

. "on to achievement.

o dn 1 Conmhnans 9: 26. /Paul .
aliudes 10 thé boxing events at the-
Games, and says that he docsa’t
fight like a shadow boxer. beating
" the air without purpose. We know

—

It's

\

y

Nl

BY’

Horbcrt W, Armslrong has oﬁcn

. said that knowledgc is of no real value
.unless it is‘pul 1o use. This is.especially
“true imrespect to spirdual knowledge,

When God reveals His truth. 10 tg

’ . , We Can' cosne away wuh d grcaler sc:nsc ’
oA \i&’gmnmem dedication an ¢solye’ -
: toward Gl the work Hhis C urch is

doing and’the Christian way of hfeim, -

tlan Marathon

Aspenns f

-

a man named Piul trod this same

' Christian toad bifore us. He was rot
unfamiliar. with thetrials and tests of
life. 1n fact, few can match his record |

(M t.,onnlhxans 11:25-27).

Paul’s lfe is' a plowing’ cxamplc of

how to be'a: Christian no matter’what
the circumstances, be it in poverty er

R

wealth, in sickneps o in hedlih. I the | .

pcrfcc!iy level, amhc:al runmnag turf
cncomp sed by stands filied wnh
adrmrmg chccrmg fans. .

Rather, it is mor¢ like 2 long-
distancc Cross- counlry Tun® Wlﬂdlﬂg
“over unpaved dirt or gravel roads as’
well as hard congrete, with stretches
of both level ground and h:My. But-
wrenching terrain.

A Iong—dhunco rur

Because of the long distance, lhe
field of runners spreads out qulckly
-and ai times you'may fecl you're run-
ning all alone in this race. At other

a®

general. .
" Or.we can allow oar sense of purpoue
and enthusiasm to go the way of the:
praverbial New Yéar's resolution, which -
lasis abouras long ‘as the hangover.

"+ Ws quite clear that udless we use the.

- knowledge God ‘gives His people —

unless we- apply it 10 oyr’life and’cir-
cumslances — i will be lost, perhaps .
never 1o be rcgmncd There is an old
.moito that says. “Use it or lose it.” It’s
simple, yet so pmfnund I ’

When vieyed in this light, ‘1 seems
that.our opriens dre mmcwhal limited. -

e

-stress-of life is scemingly loo much,
take heart — Paul has been there. He
ovércame- and freely ; Rives us the hen- :

- ehit of his experiénce..

“Paul. an apostle of Jesus Ch‘rlst fn.r
_.predated lhcegjoggmg and- runnmg
fad. Yet, on a number of occasions,:
he used an- mlcrcsxmg annlogy by
comparing our callmg to a race and -

-exhorting us o “run with endurance
the race that issset bcfore ug" (Hc— )

brews 12:1). Do
To plrticipate in this race, you

"« don’t have to be'a beautifully ‘condi; -

© We all necd 10 make ifie rlgm chgice

and, with God’s ‘help, o on o greatei -

splmual growth, nu.matier what obsta-

cles or trials this life may bring.to.us as

- individuals or as the cnurc Body of
Jesus Chtist. - — : ¥ o

Paulled tho way ) A-_ S
In anolhcr time. in ano\her semng :

tioned” athdcte. Therc is -no, spccnﬁ‘c

| age. quahﬁcauon. and the. ofﬁcxaj
judge of the race — God — dqesp { S

__discriminite against women-or’ men
".But .you do have. to be a'Christian -
ml!!mg @ work hard ah.d xpend & lot-
- of effort. 1‘-» CRE

" The race Paul alludas o is not a

-short- 60- or 100-yard" .dash " over ia _

timés, you see runners pass, yow and’
you're fempted o drop out in dis-
,couragement. . Aftér all, . Yho \mu!d
- kiiow or care if you gave up?
Ahd then there's) the pain of bhs‘
. ters. qr Jjust pl
Telief it would be to quit! There’s also
lhc, double threat of heat and huoad-- -
x(y. which can sap your slrenglh bul
- you go on. Finally, you will resch xhc
long awaitéd finish line. .
- Only one person can ‘came, in ﬁm

“ina rate.,Jesus’ Christ_has already -

doﬂt thai in thgs spiritual marathon’

)

fatigue. What_a '~ -~

- - "Bui”whgn youve '
run hacd ’mﬂ done your best. yuu,
- deq, can know you've won; the race.
" Thise ‘who have cxpcncmcd this
feeimg in physxcal races. knou the j‘oy
-~ of nmnmg
Al the end of his Ill'e lhe apo»xle
Paul :xpressed this joy. kpowing he

had run_hissgpiritual. marathon weil,




ed o keep our eyes on’ thal goal
d never deviate from it.
The word translated
pline™
v pline my body and bring it into

subjection™) literally means “give
v a black eye 10.”
-needed to -box, and “‘pommel”
{chsed Slandard Version) his
- own body. with stringent self-dis-
cipline, in order to ensure he

“disci-

personal spiritual life.

“Once again we see that-a care-
free and complacent attitude will
not gain us entsy  into

Kingdom. God wants to see that
“we réally mean business. in _fol-
iowing His way of life. He wants,
to see us stratung and striving te
really. build tough. resiliemt spiri-
. twal character Paul realized that
y - L .

. dnd won the crown of nghlcousn:ss
(i Ttmothy 48):

" for clemdl fife. To régect this oppor-

: qu:'ncl_'ling watcr. but remember that-

w

We muﬂ rsco

tuniy could n'gzm our salvation. So
run \ve wust, day by day, weck by
} weck .
.Along th#*rouie we msghl stumble
‘at tmes or have to,stup mometitarily
Cat an dd station for some -thirst-

-Paul, who was tried and tested in

in yerse 27 (“But | disci-

Paul realized he ™

stayed.on ‘the right track in his

God's

™

he had to discipline himself strict-

ly in this way “lest, when I have -

preached to othess, 1 myself
should become disqualified> (1

- Corinthians 9:27):

TFhe word translated: *‘have
preached” refers to the office of

~ the “*herald” at the ancient Greek

Games. The herald had the job of

" proclaiming the rules of the

Games and calling the competi-

..tors loge‘!hcr and exhorting them.

. v
even more highly prized than
today, all the principal leaders of
the nation, as well as past heroes
and champions, would be’at the

tors. Those in the audience would
seem like asvast

> running as fast as he could.

The word transiated “disquali-- -

fied” refers fo a person whom the
judges. would reject as not Whving
deseryed the prize. See also Galas
tians 2:2 and Philippians -2: 167~

Similarly. every one of us is

urgently warned. in the message
to the Philadclphéa church, not to
‘Tun our rate in vain and ¢nd up

_losing our ‘crown (Rcve!auon
‘3H) -

g
b

Consider paat champions
Hebrews 12:1-2 portrays an4

‘other aspect of the ancient Greek

Games in order to bring us fur-
ther vivid spiritual lessens. "
Olympic athleies receive added

" motivation from the awareness

- so far ¢

that they are surrounded by sta- .-

diams full of spectalars spusring
them on to”suceess.

Parmularh i ancient nmes
when aunfu“ af the Games wds

.oogreat

. us- 10 viciory

much thesame manner, is chcenng

us on."# Run - he wreote, “in such a
" way that you may obxam Ithe prize)”

(. (.onmhsans 9:24).

- We' are also cncumpaaq,d by-. a
‘cloud of witnesses’ AHebrews
12:1), —. the people of Gud who have
sdccmfu,h %n
. ROW, 5)mboﬂu,ali). are

@’ILOUI "Et' ng'
kS

~The' apostie - PduE met - hl!s\th..ll-

Icngc: accamplished his uuri,,u},j hisg}’
_race’ He Won his crown. Weé. o,

have a crown prepd{ed faE - szs...le!uc

- thdt no* vne may lakel your crowh)
i (Rcve!ahon 3:b8). M- \
0 LAs we all ncar uhc end of lh»s

Christ tells us: © ﬁiﬁaﬁ‘ﬁ' Tia R
quickly! Hold fast whai you Havwy

Chrnsu..m m.nmuhum — as the roaj} of
“life geis tougher- an,.d tougher,,

before ks and nho" -

‘f .

'\mmcmbcr Paut .md kcep of.run- §
Jmng' o

Paul comments that -we also
“are surrounded by so” great s
cloud &f witnesses”” (Hebrews
12:1). In our Christian cffon we
can look to the outstanding ¢xam-
ples set by the.men and women of
faith, the heroés and champions

‘who have pregeded us, such as

those cataloged in the .previous
chapter, Hebrews 1 1. Meditating’
on these examples, keeping them.

- -in our mind’s eye "as. we run our:

race, shouid spur us on.

.caut off the welght of olm

oud’ because of -
" the athlete’s blurred vision when

.arena, supporting the competi- -

. An Olympic athiiete can’t

afford to'carry any unnecessary

welghl l»heak clothing is a slow-

mg. hmderlng burden. Rurners
in the or inal Games even went
s/running naked to avoid
any unnecessary, encumbrances.
Hebrews 12:1 encourages us to

» “lay aside every. wmghl and ‘the

sin which so easily enspares us,
and let us run with endurance the

race that is set belure us=< Sin s
Rty ‘ ,

SrEmy

o Lewson PoHabyns

1

’

-

~

-




‘ thé hean burden thm helds us’
Jback and thwarts us from doing

our best in"our Christian endeav-

or. Proverbs $:22 compares sins

to strong cords binding us down.

" ¥ Sosins of any sort must be dis- :
.~ covered and cast off as we. speed

‘forward
. Kingdom.

in our. race for God’s

Hebrews 12:2 s‘hlows the
importiance of having a goal to

.strive for in pur life, just as

Olymgic ~competitors fix their
eyes on the finishing tape or the

" scription of t}m intense eﬂ’ort we'

reed to emiploy as we drive our-
sclves toward the goal of God's
Kingdom in Philippians 3:13:14:
“Brethren’]l do not count myself
to have apprchended; but one
thipg I do, forgetting thosc things
which are behind and reaching™
forward 1o those things which are
ahead, .1 press toward the goal for
the prize of thes upward cali®of

- God'in Christ Jesus.” .

. Instruction to Timothy

'!ife's cndt;‘avors:
thegood fight {the Greek words
reﬂc’ to a wrestlihg bout], I have

gain tg the boxing and wrestling
2tests at ¢he Games, and 1o the

dience: “Fight.the good
o\ faith, lay hoid on eternal
‘Rich you were aiso called
nfessed the géod con-
fession in
witnesses.”

Yet anotheg allusion to the
Games is im Il Timothy 2:5:
“*And also if anyone competes in

ing to the

- - . e
athietics, he 1s not cgncd uniess

he competes accor

" rules.

Athletes havé to strive and
work hard. to “endure hardship”
(verse 1), for their suceess, and
they .have to abide by the rules of
the contest.

in the same way, we as God’s
people must labor dilgently to

“enter God’s ‘Kingdom, -and we

must be obedieat to the laws of

of witnesses in the onlopk--

¢ presence of many,

‘the greatest judge of all — Goa

“{Genesis 18:25).

Nearing the end of his life,
Paul used an OTympic Games
analogy to graphicalfy‘sum up his
1, have fought

firits the race, | have kept the
faith” (M4 Timothy 4:7).

aul was able to look back with
satisfaction that he had run the

kepn the rules. Are we abile to

“look at our spirityal lives with

that feeling? Are we putting out

" race rlght 10 the finish and had -

_ goal they have to reach: We need’
‘tos always look to Jesus as “‘the

authior and fnisher of our faith.”
He was there at the start of our

m&nvndua! race, showing us the :

way to go. and He will be there at

e finish, awarding the ﬁrizes to -
the conquerors. .,

. _ - Jesus Christ is the great cham«/‘

pion 'who endured in. His life on_

earth, striving against sin 'ffor"the
joy- thad was set before Him.” He _

" kept His eyes on the great goal of

- Jesus,
. shed. striving against sin,”

PO

Cnnsndcrmg the example of
who “resisted to blood-
helps
us avoid growing weary and faint
in the strenuous. grucling contest

“in which we're engaged (verses 3
and -4},

. Paal gives. another “vivid de-

Paul makes frequent rcferenws
to thc Olympic Games'in his cpls—
tles o Timothy.

Inl rm{:nhy 4:7 he tells Tim-
othy to “exercise- yourself rathér

to godliness ™ The Greek word
rendered “exercise’ here is gum-

- naze, referring to the gymnastic -’

cxercises used by the Greeks of
Paul’s time in prcparanon for the.

- Games. Paul goes on to show in

- reigning 1n gldry with His Fathers

-

the next verse that physical exer-
cises only profit the body for-a

as much cffort as we can in our T
bold bid for the glorious pnze of e

- God's Kingdom?. -

“In verse 8, ‘Paui- conc!udcd ,-7
- “Fmalﬁy, there is laid. up for ‘me. v
not..-.
)usa a wreath of fading leaves or a-

 gold medal subject to lamlshmg
uhnch" R
Rhc‘rigﬁlwus Judge. .

“will give to gie en that Day, and .
- not 10 me only buk: also to

‘the crown of nghwo‘usncss

~ (se¢ Matthew 6: 19-20),
the Lord,

have loved His-appéaring.

1 who;. W

little while, but the dedicated
spiritnal uammg we undertake —_

¢ ‘exercising of our bodies and
mirds after godliness — living
. God’s way of life — is ?profitable
“for all things, havmg promise of

the life that now 1; and of that .

wh;ch is to come.

dn b Timothy 612, Pau! refers

spiritual

Will 'yoy be numbered among
‘the group of coaquéring herces =~
who mount the dais ;alarig withz .
the apostle” Paul to- reccive ‘the

- ‘glorious. reward of entrance infog =
the umverse‘rulmg ngdom .and %

Famll"), of God7 .
Run to- win in vour pcrsonal

_Oi}mpnc. Games™ . &

© Hnoto by T
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Spirituality

(Continued from page 1)

your hand, and. the Lord your
heart.”

And when. later, you ask such
“convests” what they did — what

s )

“gave the Lord their heart,” they

. usually just Jook biank. Th:),do-

not know. 1t really did not MEAN
anything. It was mercly 3 FORM.
H The churches of this class should
; be cdlled social clubs — they are
l no! soui-saving :nslitutions:

-this group is, “Give the preacher -

reall) happened — when they .

,4) Finaily, there are those

- “whose spirituality consists of a
rigid standard of nghﬁeousness

about Foiiowmg Gods com-

i the errér of keeping the- strict
LETTER of the law:in their own

honest.

cally exact..

od” (Romans 10:3). ‘And they
suaily. harsh, stern, critical,

e nghwousncss

In fact, they usually are so 'strict

mandments that they faﬂl into .

‘strength. ‘They are scrupulously '
cvcre&y puncmal criti—.'_’.-

. it of ¢ h_oséwhédo not live .
© up to their pamcular ldms of_' .

but in th€ Spirit, iF indeed the
Spirit of God dwelis 1N you. Now
if anyone does not have xhe Spint

‘of Christ, HE is xoT His.” Unless
His Spirit abides within you, liv-
ing His life of truc righteousness
in you, you are not z real Chris- .
tian! “*And if Chnstrg IN you, the
body is dead because of sin, but
the Spirit is life because of righ-

teousnesg {Romans $:9-10). g
When God first begets us\z.v/
o

His ‘children, He takes us w
have been proud, worldly, sens
sual, disobedient. His aim is to
make us like Himseif. This trans-
formation (not reformation) is a
tremrendous undcnaking It re-
quires a miracie.

God stands pledged upon real,
thorough repentance and faith in -
Christ (Acis 2:28), to start the
performance of this "tremendous
miracle by putting His Holy Spir-
it literally withiN you! But God
will work the complete change'in
‘your life ONLY .if you arc willing

i : __.to suBMIT o the process!

[ But. as Paul sand of thc s!nct- L

_ est sect of his day. they are “seek-
ing 10 tmabhsh their own. righ=- .
tecusness,” * and’ have not “sub-

mitted to. the¢ righteousness .of .

"The FRsT condition is real, .
deep, thorough. repentance. You
wiil have to be willing 10 accept -
‘correction and repealed chastise-
ments at- His loving hands, for
“whom the Lord loves He chas-
tens” (Hebrews 12:6). ’

- The spiritual miind is the sur-
_rendered; yxe!ded mind. It is the ,
mind that has gives up ali want-
ing.its owrf - way. It is the mind

" Now, let us ‘turn: to. ‘God’s
standard of gpirituality, . 7,
21 - - Of the true spiritual mind

- 1 ¢/ says to us through Paul, *Let
T M this mind be in ypu- which. wis

b oasy v
. fw. . But HOW can you have thc

" mind that ‘wasin Chrigt Jesus in
,‘ xou? Jesus says: “'Behold, 1 stand

1*  and oeexs the door, | will cqme

in o him™ (Rcvclauxm 3:20).
‘And Jesus. meant exactly what

\He said! He will come in, lhmugh

. if only you will surrender, all of .
' " SELF and let Him 1N, 7
;- +“But_you are not in the flesh

i . Th. true u:riptunﬂ atlﬂdlld o

B | . Word, and humbiy seck Gop's'{

" also in Christ Jesus™ (Phnhppnan!

= at tge door [of ‘your heart] -and
e 1f anyone hears My voice

'HS Spirft. and literally LiVE His'
of true righteousness in you,

o

rebeliion against God. - ]
. It is the miind that; henc:efonh i
is willing 10 obey God nd maiter

JGod "~ \what the cosi, and that continual-

Yy sludm God’s Wond, not to
‘argue ‘and syrive. and corper }
‘others, but 10 learn more of God's
"will, and 10 wWALK in it!

It is a mind FLLEDR 1o merﬂawe
mg with real LOVE for God and:
ven 0ne§ Cﬂe’
. has smnpalhy.

in theit ideas ad - beht;ﬁa, “théir ;
fauits and’ misy keg, that <speaks
sofily, gently, d} that secks -
only o help any toserve. I is me‘f
mind that hus REED (0 SELF.

Tiuo metunm.y :

The real spimua.l tm.nd can say
with the aposte Raul,, “} bave

been crucified with Christ; it is

_she author of confusion,”

: mwtwd~4m

no longer.I who live, but CHRisT '
LIVES IN ME” (Galatians 2:20).
When you can say that, ghen you -
have the mind that. was in Christ
Jesus. ]
The real spiritual mind is a
souxp mind (11 Timothy 1:7)!
those being carried away
ith a false and pseudo spiri-
tuality, where real manifestations
of the Spirit were being counter-
feited by DEMONSTRATIONS of
SELF in a fanatical emotionalism,
Paul, ‘correcting them, said,
“Brethren, do not be CHILDRYN
in understanding™ {1 Corinthi
14:20). )
True, Paul said to these same
Corinthians, **| wish you all spoke
with tongues, BUT.” he added] ‘”"“”
“even more that you prophesied
[preached]; for he who prophesies

o

. [preaches] is greater than he who
. speaks with tongués” (verse §). -

Thue, Paul said 10 those overly
emotional Corinthians, 1 speak
with tongyes more than you alh
YET,” he conlinued. ''in the
<church 1 woulid rather speak fiver

“words with py undersianding,

that bmay teach othets also, m‘m

.ten thousand words in a umgue

{verses 18-19). -

* And dlso he said, “God is not’

andl

“Let all things be done decently

and in order” {verses 33, 40). |
Let us get @ praper balance, in /-

ONGUERED inls lhemmm_wwv
: . scriptural importance. ’ o
“By their FRUITS,” not by their. - . <

tongyes, their language, their
emotion, their ability to argye, . -
thei y.cmplg profession of faith, . g
thels seif-righteousness, said Je- :
' sus, sha.u we KNOW their mgc
spm ality. T

And the troe_ FRUIT of God's
Smnt is “love” first of all, then g
“joy. peact. fongsuffeting, kind-
ness, goodness, fsithfulness, gen-

"

$:22-23). These things, expsressed

~inliving character, dcletmmc
lme Spirituality.

These things are the qapres.sscn

_ of “the Love of God,” which has

poumd out in eur hearts by

Spirit” (Romahs §: 5).

and thuz the Holy Spirit in us is

uﬁply (joas LAW in action in

Jne-duy 1984 189 )

»




LhTTERS -

Asking tor a vim

1 would ke 10 comment on “GN Happy as a Christian™ [March] was cer-  ~ suffered and died for all cur sizs.

Facus What Ha;\pcrs I 1:Ask for a tainiy timely and refreshing. It's so easy Chrisiene JefTerson y

Visi® T [Ma to be caught up in the moudsvand feslings - Cincinnaii, Ohio 1
So many guestions 184 'were brough”  of the sociely in which we live, and as 2 . ) l

up 1 the e were some of my very resuit our nhug‘m are not always what | write this letter to you after having

=d fears four years agey,
1 | knew that these had

owy 'qw&“d

& 0 at cast, and the ques-
1on> Ix:g.;m oo cut S8 &.s.n — and
of shem, as ) oresall. (
arucle stated, there is no
nicss »oU FEQueEst 1%, nor any
pressurz gul ¢n seu.

feliva-up u

1o s Bappy § asked for a wisit, desguc -

=re‘ negative vibes | staried out with. |
Kauw now hil ot was one of the wisest
decisions §se had 1o make, and [ realize -

- thar shis a.wun came from God.

Jvisit.with ¢he of Ged's ministers. We,

must have had dozens of questions, and
tht munisicr answered ecvery eng with
genwine concern and patrence,; lcspccimg
QUT W Jubhh

Oxe 1hing that, -udc these visits much
1able Twas nhal we wiole our
Quesituns down B'm swre those who do. .
this will rever hate 1o say. “There was
. something eise 1 -wanted to &k, bu! ¥ just

- eant wem 10 reimember.”

'Gi: and Mrs. Dand “hnm:y

:eed ministers of God. .

and unkappiness, the articie

they.sheuld be {Philippians 4:8)..

May } divec 2 suggostion o my fellow
readers? If you make the misiake of pot
taking the gime 10 lock up and read the
scripluregieierenced 1n ariicles such as
these. you have really missed a lot.

Hank Berger
Diana, Tex.

-

“Jesus Died for You™

! would like to mngramﬂale Goorge
M. Kackos for his atticle “Jesus Died for
You — Can You Lnve for Him?" [Feb-

ruary]. it s one of the best articles | have -

i could aumm soe it hawcmng in fromt ~
of me, -
No ordanary human _gouisﬁ have

endured such pain, humiliation and ridi-.

cule without hitting back 19 some way.
T G Galle
Swjndon England .

Thank wu fof m: wonderful article-
“Chnsl D:cd for You — Can You Live

-for Him?" Tha1 & the most whermggm
.cle.that'{ ever read i my-ife”

G@ﬁslwn. N.H: While fqadmg the: a;utlc tears came 18 Pleasing 10 Géd was a wonderiul suhsw -7 ]
. c L iy, fave wntdl 1 Hade bo- siup, and. get 2 vtute for the Chostmas spirgt! < 7 - - -
s "Au Vou Hcppy T t Mu&n?" B towel to dry my eves. My weak and i insig- N Y Mary Botunclli L
'T ta this world of increasing n‘mubles_ : mﬁl@l mmd rcaii; is unéimmdmgmd S

. wigs fernbly wrong.

being able to comprekend how cur Savior ©

been truly humbled 10 tean 1 1ruly, for
the fivst time) have sexn 1ho ncredible
love thay Christ has for each of ws.

The horrifying ordeal that Josus went
through for me makes me iock al my

$!

trials in a different light i1 s sadly true-

that we sometimes forger 1hat imperiant
day 28 though it were someihing out of a
history book insiead of being on our
minds throughout our daily lves.

. My personai trjals now do not look so
terrible in the light of what Jesus went
through, not begause He desenved it, put

because without it we would have ao -~

¥ In respomse to Willard McDmaBds
letter about keeping Christmas {Febru-
ary]. let me say this. For many years, {.
oo, asked (and_applicd my own answe:s
t0) the same questions. § would not “de-
prive my children” of  the pleasure. 1§
struggied against God's will 1n my life. §
_Ginally realized and had to admit thet 1
| was putting my

_“children before God. This past year we

did not cclebraie Chrisimas and we did

© > pol-miss it at all. Knowing thatrec were

= . = Fricda Hodge read in the past three vears that | have hope. ) 1
R \u. cd;p:nmg,,nc m l‘rthf;ecélwng The Good <Vews. R Gramza
. v 1 The way that the events leading 1o the - Milwaukez. Wis.
. Youwr u"'\ughaui articie smred up. crucifivion and death of Christ were * :
memenes for my wife and me of our first described made them so vividly real that - Chlllhnal kesping

. ~‘sl¢dc Ky.

;- olir lives, A‘or wve uthe fulﬁﬂmg _ " TALK. “tongues™ m‘“:ﬁmif@m mindedness: “‘LOVE is’ very
. of the law. g tions™ are only a lot of wind, or 8. patient; very kind.” Aren \ou" ; ]
= .And that, and that a.!one, . noise like beating ofid tih pans, if “LovEe knows no jeslousy; ove ~ . I e

.you; have nof LOVE. : <.

2)“And: lhough I' have the gift
of pmphepy; and . .. ALL KNOWL-
EDGE" and - - ' 7

" lme Chlpsuam spamuaﬂy

. Tho foyr substitutes
-~ REAL 'spiritual- mindﬁdnés is
lhe wind - of LOVE for God s, 3) “Though I have ALL FAITH, wrong, love is gladdened by 2
LOVE. = - -~ » -50 that | could remeve mountains, - ness; always slow to expose, ®
— *S@%ﬁ\"ﬁfmm four-sts-—— but have not tove, | am NoTH-— always cager to beliove the best;——
STITUTES for spirituality in the » ING’ (vess,e 2). 5 "7 always hopeful, aiways pauem
light of Gad’s Word: - 4) “And though 1 beaww all - (verses 4-7, Motialt).
© 1) "Thdugh 1 speak With the my goods to B’M the pooy, and Read those four verses agam.
tongues of men and of angels. and - though T give my body to be substituling your own. name
<\ have not LOVE, | have become a5 burncd, but have not. LOVE, if wherever “LOVE” appears. Try it. ¢
" . sounding brass or a clanging cym-  profils me NOTHING™ (verse 3). @ @ test on yourself. It %ill tell -
bal" (1 Corinthians 13:1). Did What is it to have Lovg? The  you how truly SPIRITUAL you are. -~
o _ %0u ever hear onc speak with the . next four verses of this chapter  Let us seck more real, genume
I toﬂgues of “ANGELS? Spmmal tell. Here is TmUE spiritual snmwﬁauumunznnm o

F ) - x . mecociews . ST ’ ‘ -

makes no parade, gives itsell no o l
- airs, is' never tude _never selfigh, . ‘
~never irritated, mever resentful;
love is never glad when bihers go
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“'per iu wir \hlnuu and bo i l)nuhhs

l!()m v l leud

(Continued tmm pugv o)

npe? Should we ever stope lumn
tiip and servvinp?

Wiy parable ol the lzlmlm In
Matthew 75 Indlowtos that we
should continue to prow it kinowl-
cdpe und charavtory God wa
highly displeaned when the pere
non with,cadmittedly, only one
adeitt did oot develop hin full
putential (Matthew 25:2430),

How van older rc-nplr load pro-

ductive, vownrding wnd niore
secure Hves? Here are four
WHYK, ' '

1) ‘l‘hlm cdre finanelally, Prov.
corbi 0000 showy ys the, nluvlplu
of suwving, by the example ol the
unt that busily prepures for lhe
whiter Hionths,

In thewe dilicult times, oldor
people often have dinsneinl wor-
Hes. Bverd the dariows socdal pro.
“gluns, govermments olter do nol

« ablve every. problem,
o OHe L, 5, Soeial Seourity luml
for example, seldom provides
onough funds w cover all expenses,
It wus mmluully itended ot to
wplmu nuvlnp,n or Family asine
Ltanee, byt as a Hupplmlmul \

Many older peoply s ably to
neronse: tiel' income by - nolling
Cheh owne undierlts or by wnrk—
b st peke e Jobs,

Wheh senfor eitizens aré.

——-tthhe-to-providetorthemmeV e hwhyw#rwﬂn Grodand-eynti=

L thelr fumilies bear mnpnn‘ulhllily
s Toricaring forthelr needs: “Budif
Lty widow? Hus dlsildren or ghund-

0 ehildeen, lot them i, lonri o

-‘“- shuw | |1iuv i huinis wd ty repuy
thelr parents? forghis by gmd ‘and -

o ram'ptublc befory God., v Buk it

wnyone does’ not - provide Tor_ his -
v own, und uapulul‘y {for tiose ot
"y housgehold, by oy detied the
fdth und i worse tlian - inbe:
liever” (1 Hmmlly"wt 8) ‘

—'—Lﬂrrmmm

+ vide, then God s hmlruuul lImL
Dthe needy should be helped by -
wichns, of the fnancind nyultm
God lius sot up: within Hiy
Clwrch (Deuteronomy 15:7- B.
10-11, 14:28-29, 20:218). . .
L) maml your. health, “ilca
*loved, 1 pray Uit you mgy pros-

‘

L
o Buvt . w;,lumu.

't

Just us, your soul prospors,! wmlu
the upnmlu Job (ill Ioha f
Tuking' cwre of LONno't health, it
priciioed over the year, will puy
bl dividonds jn later 1Mo, -

+Wo ghould tret our bodjos
‘with vio, bocwuse they nré tyine
pled of God'y Ilnly ‘wlrll (!
Corluthlans 6719.30),
virg; of due's hoglth Includon
proper) nuteition and' exercisg,

< svolding bud lml»hv. soch w smok.

ing, orconslve thlnklnu agd druy

nbune; voping with steess and

mu’ﬂitnlnhm u balancud,
frame ol mind.

Youugor, people should alow”
spocinl vespout for” thene seniord!
who.stevupple with infivmitlen wud
pilie | oegmomber cone woman
witp, when' olfeied assistance at o
sonlor cltizens’ luncton,. pros
testod, 1 am nol w cripple]” She
wi hundicappod, but wnnlml to
rotnin s mdnch sl respout and
indopendence us  possible, We
should offer Nelp 1o such onsos, by
all mepnn, but not push it _

We should: ulw be acutely:
awnig ol somoiw’ personnl, sehals
tivitlos . nnd et oldor pwnln
with . réupoct, . outgolng cundorn
and mm;nm&iuu ‘ L

happy!

Swes insupplications und prayers
-oight and duy” Warse 8). Ty,
* oy, Chere 16 o realineed Tor, those |

‘whur ;mvu tine Whpauk: bt (il
r"‘lwiulu tor¢dod n lwnwnhlug

prigor tor lllu work- i Illu
cople. 4 ¢

1 you gre, ul)lgm. why not %uul
nulw of anumguuun to: those.
who need n kind word, or Inviie to.
“dinner a new futhily 'in- the. aren]

Wl was' llu. lusl' mno you knit- 7

Gl
wliters o o
L young” lull:)w building hla lirut
~home? '

- By 'wil{ ¢ you: slu u servant

(thpp wils 2:13). !
i b} ng w (md No auwum ul‘

Iuklnu.

There e always o]‘)pmlumlle» o
lo gerve . ADE those who have the
(desive.” Ank Godiao, acvording 10

mwinun. puml lmnllh o Jlmlily'
annintinew b veplag o™ lmlp
whivh wo all uua«l lo roly i for c
nnml

In Hniun ol wuuknun». \lmmll~ L

novs, want:or pain, wo all luve.a
High P'r font wli nmlm'uu\miu)nur'
Jonoeds (Hobsows i14010). I I8
puwm‘l‘ul (dth in this Redoemer,
+ Josyn Clivlst, that will ultinutely
© BOU @VOry one ol us, young or old,
ﬂimuuh the ulnwmu oty l“l,-

The ggad In4he M!l,lonn!um v

' the neur future, when Jesus |
Chrlst vaturns to sot up His King-
dom, the nged will have thelr
" properpley In socloty.: Zocharinh

HboS pulnfg portralt of peace
amd bappiness . that will heooime
renlity during the Mﬂlmmlum'

“Thus anys therd.0rd of hosta:
SOl men und Hld women shall
ngabie sl In the streots of Jerusne
Tom Aoneh one with his staft In his’
flund buuunw ol groat age. ‘The .

-, streots of the ety shall be full of
bnyu ‘und ghls playlng in i
stmoln.'," \ B
Thore will be o ganumlml- :
mlp i, nb thausands of elderly
lunypulnhinu( awity In tost homes, "
ol lives Nlled with, despair,

the Father v tllluf 10 visit grpliops

“und wWidows in thaly tmuhic, und:

“to - kewp', onesolf Iumm)uud lrum
xlm world” (Jumes 1; 27), L
Glive l\lu, slderly yuur tlmu’..
wnvmmiwu. ridis, Tetters: und. |

wervice” - “youy godly: hg At yuu
do, the rewurds, '\ lI, '
gredt. 0 T e .

: Inm'w'ews‘ mmmdurr&vd anid-
» Compiled by I’hm[) Stevens, John'-
OFd. ’.“, NT7TJ Wi 4 -
' Mlewd,” Marllvn Knellg
W. Aust, Hal Finch, Graemme J,
- Marshhll, 'Karen Fergen and
nas R, Dolagiarer,” Photos:
Philip. rwawna, “Wdohn Borax,
Roylcmd Taylor, Georges Pilon,
Ngmw[s Poevin,.
Hal Fisch,

Nukmd champa e

Philip Aust,

Ntl!illd. ; T

and ' Rowber :
' ™ waunwmv 19&4 2
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<3) Nerve, Timothy tormdd b Youug wid” olg”® will nsiulu:.,.,w,P [ Ve
Cthe Clinreh o serviee wroup totul- topether il the lcanings of God's 1y ; : !
ly sompuosed of widows more thar | rule (Jvmnhlh J2.19), Lot ) n
00 years ol age, (1 Timothy §:9). 1t you know ulder people, wnd | o ' .
The main regivemont for being, r(m surely do,romember:the def- Vo .
"t of this wroup was that each nitlon ol pure mhghm "I'uwmld R
%cmdvﬁ{mkmimhx \‘mfnrrfmd“nnd—_—_f SRR ———
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..Szm ¢ the mrdvn of F ‘e, .Sm(mlhu.s' been subtly
manipulating humanity - - withour our eonsent. ‘But
you can, become. awarc u/ and check bamn § mﬂuem'e

lm subject ol
l(un the devil
w Sascingted

pcupk (hmuglmut ]n'w R
tory.. ) i
l*mllm, Npuuxlullmm" :

' 'li:guuh. comic illustrae,

tons and literary clissies

© have pum.lyvd this s
L prenely ©
4 premely

i i 01,
this ullt-ulinn ‘
iy’ only Nunvul 1o doceive’

And -l

nd—further develze -8
munity about who Saan iy -

mid what, lm does!
A8 tpue Chrlstians. l&;\l

‘ l(u. Sutan hus-develved: the
L Tentire world -
o hihamglr, (valuliun 29

i+ eyen abiout -

Almiglity God does e,

"veul, through Hiy Woid, lli(, redl-
Aty ol Satan, ad his . dwmmtlng
impict - and lullucnu: i i,
+.God. shqu us. i Byl spirit buing‘
* who has misled ~hugiunlty Jand.

Hy il | y !l.wm .

Thie Bible t‘uu)rdﬁ 'Nmt Sutui,
lnlhmqwd Adum and Vive to eat
al the fruit ol the tree of the

knuwluduu of” good and evil. “The

iyt hununs. thus cut themsclves

®

“ BT
unsgen. influencel, bid you
ever: stop Lo think about 1t?

Csatan hag un o coormous
“Impact on the minds of the
st oy 0w himpact
of which they were totally

Cunaware, Fap, without
el consent, Salan . was
plicing .wwrong’ umuuh of
desive” and vty #in iirs

B minds, llw (hdnl hear
unything or see: hoything,
byt lhc steny desive. Wiy

theit - the tree that pm
duwll dunh :
O The wul oft ﬂ\o mury is
Nistovy 5 titeraily, Whert .
. Satw influenced: Adum. 10 . B
=, i, s bégan, a civiliza-
timl oriented wound vanjty; jeil-
ousy, Just and greed. Satan, s
Teuding the world 1o dulnu,lmn. o

~withdut the world’s consent and

Jor the most part without any wul C

‘ ’(,onsuuuw an’, evil ulvilizution,
< Ahdt by destined’ 10 L.pr Lmhlling
; down soun, -,

S Let's’ luok ut thd shmking
fucts! & ‘ )

'Humunuy denilvod

oL God's people knuw that Satan -
S ;f,dec,uvud Humuanity from the -
o ‘»buuimung in the’ oarden ul den.

o The eouu ths

~olf Trom Gud and hum ucdess lo
| Gud’s. Holy Spirity symbﬂlizﬁcd by .
" the tree ol fife (Ginesis 3). '
The" Bible telis us that buum' ,
. uuuully took the formi of u sers

pt.m und spoke o our first pur-

“slvg vurbully AU
But what' wils even: mure dcvw

“was 1]10 dnvil’l -nbtle.‘

: flhe part ul people. ,
Chrliumu are cnllod out

knowlgdgc or understmiding nm

Wt

¢ "This I the suine world inln?,’

i 'which hchtof vs were bori. We! ﬁ .
sents.’ He wm« cx;renmly pcrwu-
= wrong diregtion from birth. "

all were silently giwuyed in Hu f )

B bqlun Dy mudc‘lumwlt t.hL:
uent
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Corinthians &), He s blinded
the umuh ol Tamans. Tavtead of
pinping fipht' (Satands UETHER]

ame was Lucifer, which sicant

‘\'I ipht Hrinpor™), Satun roupht

durkness: For more iformggion,

write for our frov Bouklet Did
i (uul Create'u Dovil?,

“Only Jesus Christ by brought
uuuplcn lipht o truth with
reapect o both God aid Satun
(verses «b-0). And Gad, through
Jésus Chyist, b called ws gut of

this evil civibization.

oo Waall watked i the pust "m..s
wording o e coyige of this
woyl, according 1o |influenced

byl Hn- pringg ol thy 1u)wur of the

Cale" Thiv made uy “sons of i
obtlicnce™ (Lphesians 2:2). We
ware {ullilling the hmlra ol the"
Nesb_aind the desires of the mind.

S We were the “childyen of wrath,”

“——ﬁ*—t"hﬂfﬂbféf.

Cooent ot frdpt Giod's Holy Splr‘u
Without

~but-in tune with' Satun.
mui‘ pnsent,. Satun continually
Switn-Jending us-into sin mu.l death
(vuhc 3).

. Revenied. T the i'i.uréon‘

; <oty

e (é@l. culls uy, we' realize
. l!m!‘ the While purpose. of this
. Suniur Hte is-to build gedly chage
weter ol 15:16). Previous ,tv
“our, calling, ‘whatevér charneter

_wc T pmll wis - our owil selfe

righu,nuanus uml Whatever evil

Huwc_(
' ‘wvmlcd tlu: truth ‘to um, du we
huild Moty charaCeer?

Whoi s num and wmnun cone -

'iugulu,r I i sexwal union,’ the
‘aperm. from the. mile cau unite
with.the ovum i the [emale.
From thiv union:n. new ph‘y,hkul
urcmmn i be begolu.n und whti
“ mintely. Born, -bearing the charae- -
lcriuuw'o! buth: purents.

-Fhis suine, system applies spiri-
nt gmlly' :

Crtwiilly iy ﬂu, uilding:

. Spirit
upnd ch rl.jcm.d ‘Through tht
* Spirit we ure begotton a5 a néw.
spiritaal ereation. - Gud's  Spirit

. unitey w1lh the human spirit in
i X &rmuu union (Epliesions 113 |

) Guod bu.umes our apiritunl ,
-Futher.

W nmmillul cume, ffom .‘mtmn ;

. thlﬂ
* toucheth him not* (. Jobn 5: 18,

thie ey y~!3piril Adum ;

‘::’l hcn Gvc rmm be k:d by God' :

Spinit amd wature ay childeen of
Guod (Romans 8:14). We build
perdly character wsing the very |
‘splr!t of Gl

SO Phene” are ao altesnatives o
- prowducing gedly churacter. Bither
it in preaduced, by Gesd inous —,
wanitesled by Jusus Chirist aw we
yicld oyrselves o the leading of
the Spivit ol Ged  or i cannot
happen.,

RI)I.I(‘HU”V. frise u mduv
viewpbint, even we who wif called

uied comverted sre sl tentpted to
tclurn to Sptai's world to partake
of iy spiritudl intlucnce. Vht
influgney is ».ul)lk, wnd we hiwve
begn wo Comiwgable in it all of
,19 lives ' 1t iy dusy 1o be cor
rupleld once agaln \il\il return o
® sin (L Corvinthigns 14:2.4).

But we are no longer spiritually

ignumul Ciond tells us that anyone

“who sinta is ot the duevil, Tor the
devil T sinned from the begine
ming” (1 John LR). Yo, Sutan
has,, lu.\u puilty ot buguillng
pcupk with: his, unscon,: gulicard
" influgnee nince e I)-.mn\iﬂ\q of .
huinan Immry

Giokk gives Hiv Holy Spirit o

thuse who obey Him (uts $:12),
OF course, we must tirst vepent of
our sy (Acts 2:034). But God
doew not torce 1 influence upon
us; as does Satan.

~'We must, by choice, huild gl .
y churacter. We wuit, by kilowl:
cete, und design,. go contrary’ to

s Satan'y intluctee— We-mist-destre———— s

Gud's way with all. our heurt nnd
seek: Fih,

Gl tihly us, "1Te thut is lu,got
ten ul God kyopeth himsel™ wy
“thut .wicked one [Sutunj”

Autliyrized Yersion). ”

Through God’s
. geld 10 Jesus Chirist. 'Then Jesus
Christ cun live s Llige in us and
munifest God's charabter, *This iy
the only way it cun veeur, Gad

Thut wuuldnt bul!d gudly ghm‘: : ‘

Mler

‘l‘hg nituu of tho llruuylo

" The only person who never
‘shceumbed to Satan’s  influence
wus Josus Christ (Hobrews 4:135).
Yei He wus tempted by Sutun iy

' s]mwned

We can resist ‘

Spirit we' ¢

u ;ltnn!q l‘ase-mafnf mugiléf - oonwni!”:"

“

(Mitthew 4:1-11) lmd llunugll
out His lite. Jesus kuew the

"nuture of the steupgle. He under

stend the mental and spirituil
battle for control of His mind.
Josus Christ succceded where
Lucifer und Adim hud prcvmuuly
Failed;

The upostle I’Llu remimds uy
that Sutan, our mlvumnlv. stilt
goes bt as o yomring lion scok-
ing whom he muy devoue (1 Peter.
s:4).

.‘ﬁmm icnh/c-s that Jesus, who
avereine his temptations, gyl
tisd to rule over this curth. Now

Jesus s holping officss (o over-

voiie Sutun und form ilu. hasiy wf’
n new world und 4 new Bovern- -
et un this carth,

Ouee we receive the ‘&-pml of
Groud, weenre dble to resist Satan’s

Cintlueee and torw the basis of

the_wew civilization thut will

bepin witlh’God's Cliurch,

{Iu it wny womder thut Gatan
By Lo destroy us? f“mds

" Church is the: beginning of a'liew,

godly civilization . 1hc embryo )
of 4 whule Hew wurld - that wil
end the evil uvnllmuun Sutun has,

The world ixn't awure of
Sutan’s iudluence. But Sutun has
tivide this world into the Lrightem
ing physical manilestation of this

- attitwde of vu:my und sclfishness

A

LY

44

. —to—his
removitl us u vovering dlerub
from God's throne - the uttitude
_ thut will ultimately cuuse him to
lose his- carthly throne,’
Thankfully, Gud, hoy reveafed

-this spiritual k\nw!cdg o us, We

knnw of Sutun's mﬂucnu-willmut

Amon's knowledge. We now have
aedess 1o God's Holy Spivit

becuuse e Ium chimen us tusbe &

- part ol Mis Church (John 6:44),

. Therelorg, we vun-resist and-overs

U v

[
his world.  * .

God gives‘us His Spirit to cor-

fectly distern buth good and cvil

(Hebrews S:14). This is u capubiil- .-~
ity we. didnt liwve bemre (iod\' ‘

"palled un, 0 e s

"+ Nu longer arc we held in bunda o

“uge in Satan's world’ withuit aur
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| - Eyl’ftlled prophecy is a powerful. proof
of God! Read here how one little-known book of the LS
| Bible challeng@s the ykeptics* — SR

-

 prophet from un in-
~Asignificunt vassal
stute sichieve Lotul aceurucy
in his pronpuncementy,

ugainst the terrifying super-

power of his duy, thie Assyr-

. wun Empire?” Wlmt would
-be his chunces? . ’

“None wlmlsmver unlcqs

uuld un obucurcv

By K. Nail Eurle.

Nn,hum to boldly tuunt Nineveh,
colossal capital c¢ity of ancient
Assyriu, the odds seemed
‘weighted in Nineveh!s fuvor:
“At ‘the time ofd Nahum's

. late seventh century H.C., butdt .
*seemed like u :rng shot, to suy the
-qu Whg

Unlesy that prophet wcr;
direetly insplired. by the (l‘t.=

ator God Timselt, -~ -4
Nahurm euns, "lu]l of comnfort.

or consylation.” The vivid mes. |

suge. of this forceful und mlmtcd

Cman. oF . God - was indeed” goud”

news for, his, people Judih- in the .

God unmpcd

it

- muscles fronr time.to time (N um- ,[

. sion 4t strong. rulegs. exploiting
: laulu of caleulamd terror mndc

and wms. ,

PR “ "
prophauy. Nmeveh wits queen
city of tho'durth, mighty and bry.
tul beyond imuginulinn. heud ol a
warrior state ‘bujit on'the loot of

‘nutions,  Limitless.” woulth from.

the ends of the earth pourgd into
its coffers. Nahum likeny it 10 0

- den of ruvaging lions, fecding o
_theeblovd of nations™” (lmllcys o

Bible Handbook, page 369)..

When Nuhum wmlc. Aruund- Ll

the— 6205 B-CN-

ulrendy existed for 1S Lwturics
Nimrod established Ninevoh Boon
after-the Flood (Genesis 10;11) ps -
the nprthern mnlilu.ry urin of “his’

*gangster cmpire in Bubylon.. An‘ ‘

independent Assyria floxed ity

‘bers’ 24:24, Judges 3 4). - )

P

i I
uutﬂby the 7008.B.C. a auues—} ot
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the Mcs_u‘m!'ﬁ'rli'.m city-state
military menice. The 10-tribed,
House of Israel su¢cumbeld 1o
Assyria's slodgehammer in 721
’ B (H Rings 17:6), an, only
: 'e(-mh direct intervention syved
< Jerusalem from Sennacherib's

invasion soon after (Isainh 37),

"o Isaiah vitidly shetched the

swift-moving blitzhiieg sweep of

ble among them, no one will
slumber v sleep; nor will the belt
on their loiny be loosed, nor the
o r strap ol their sandaly be broken;
" whose arrows wre sharp, und ]
their bows best; thelr horses
hooves will seem tike tint, wd
their wheels dike ne wh:rl@vmcl
Titir roaring will ‘be like a*lion,
lhcyv will voar dike young libns;
ycs theyswill voar-und lay hold of

. ¢ prey; they will vaery it dwary
A safely, and no one. wil deliver”
' (qumh $:27.29). '

‘Thus 'the Inrnmluhlc Asy
‘hrmy. Hi- the words of gne ¢oi
mchlutyr, this urivy was “part
muching, part beas].” The “vrue

. utilizgd terrorisgh to linduce tor
= eign cities to sufrender. Listen tp
Asshurnusirpal {1 (BRI-H59 B.C'))

¢ boasting, “The heads of ghejr
wareiors 1 oeut offzund 1 Jurmdd
thuu inty u pillar over uggimst the

‘The Assyriuns” retised - burbyr-

o military ‘strategy. Sven in ghis
‘ light, it took o lov ol Gourage x‘ ]
7 Jewish prophet still living undery
. the Assyrian shadow o pen this

: ' m,u g rebuke: T will dig your -
N1k ive, Tor you are vnle" (Nahym

Assyria’s disciplined egions; |
*No one will be weary or stutm-

« masters” of Assyia (huiuh 19:4)

City" (Findgan, Light From I ¢
et Pt puige203) Lo

“ism was o gruesome part of théir

ty Iur fulse pmphch in &nucut '
Juduh wis o swift death by ston-
ing (l)culcmnumy 18:20).

The best of times,
the worest of timee

Nupum probubly wrote someq
time -after-the 12th year of
Judal’s righteous King Jusinh (11
Chronicles 34:1). His cncourage-
~ment for the nation to continue
ils “uppointed  feasts™  (Nahum

1:18) doesn’t fit the veign ol evil
King Musassch (090.-641 B.C).
Furthergré, Nahwn mentions
the vollupse” of NnAmuu in Pgypt
in 06 B.O, usla past cyent

1:14)
(.ournge indced‘ For the ped
i ;\‘; ‘ ', & mix ‘ ﬂ%
” U Eﬂ 11“ I T

iy

crefornis in iy 12k
Chronicies
- Nuhum's pmphuv to about the
Even thowgh . |

(Nil.hlllil ‘.":“i,). Jtmiul“'m religions

yeur (1]
A4:3, Ab:1) dates
cirly . 0208, B,
rebelliuns ugmml /\faynu chikigs

actuully seceded in 626\

“terized his time' l!g.:!wl«w [

¢ Nuhum™ confident, cves
ving, prediciions of ‘the™ utter
eatinction of wmjglhy Nineveh
were bold hoyond belict.

Why? Nulum was luridly spe-

o cifig I shall coitte 1o spass that
all who touk upon you will Tlee

fromi you, il sy, ‘wadl i
lind - wasie! wm wn!l h- muuu
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her? " (Nahuni /3:7).

Cwolnén!™ (verse 13).

*gity, ubsut % milgslong wnd 1%
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‘ihundcucd “uyuinst this i
- ble: urlun’ colossus in 1y
muuruquc vutu| huuuncr lows

mrr:.\&\“by

[*Surely,
shur people in your faidst ure

Réemember, even 'God, three
times ‘called Nipeveh u Sureut
eity” (Jonahi- 132, X 2,,4 11).
Exvavationy: lc\lwled u stuggering
picture:

*The term N»ucvch rel‘cn 1o

e whgle complex of assoviated -
villaged seived by one great ivri-

pattiomy system, and protected by -

- the one network of fortifications

busedkon the river defenses, Nine-
veh . .. was about 30 miles lung .
aned wbout 10 miles” wide
tected by five walls uud five
ety Junali's wention
120,00) babey (Junuh &:11) sug-
pesty it might have had- u pupulu
tion of near w willion: The inner

mijes wide, wus pmleued by
walls 100 feet high, X niles in

.c,iruut" (Hlalley, page 3aY),
Dicdurus Siculus, wrmng i

the fisst wéntury " B.UL recorded
that three chatiots: could drjve

* mbreast. the S0-Foit-thick ‘walls

awexlnukmg @ 150 fout ipner
moat.

Inner dcmmeu of lhul titnmq
tnncr furtress.
Yet God's servani

(um! !lumglf wus tak-
ing on proud §Ninevelr (H Peter

T E21). Who would hrevm! e

- 8lix Iégclﬂc prcdlqlleﬁs

., Nphum faithtug
“six Apecilic, poin

/ catalogued.
predictions -

_against the Assyrian capital.
hm he ‘warncd that Nineveh

~drunkurds,
po-*

) Twenty- %m:y wuwhtuwgra .
_ at regulur intervals monitored the

Nuhum' !

“Nuhum twice pre

Cof Assy

o

v

would full’ easily und quickly.
This wus wstounding. Ancient

bustions held out for years, Tyre -

mocked Alexander the Great'
three yeurs, while Ashdod renist-
ed the Egyptiuns 29 yeurs. But

* Nahum was colorfully emphatic:

“All your strongholds ure fig
treex with ripened ligs: I they ure
nhnkq:\: they fall into the mouth
of the cater™ (Ndihum' 3:12).
Neit, Nuhum toretold thut the |

“While drunken like
they shull be de-
. you -also will be

CHness:,

voured .

drunk” (Nahum i:40,9% Il)
of

v Third, Nahug '8 and 2i6-
mention an.“overflowing flood™

- upnd predict that “the gatey of the,
_eivers ure opened, und. Ahg paluce

Is dissulved 'y’ The river “wus to
feuture in lhc uly s cullapse.

Fourth, Nuhum prophesied *
- thut the pruud cupitul woeldl -~
‘byrw; “Fire shul

devoug, the burs

of your gates” fNuhidin 3:13).
Next; ‘Nuhum pulled no-

punches, warning that Ninevel’s

degtruction would be totul, She

would rever rise upain, unlike

“ Memphis, Sidon, HBabylon, Da-

nascus, Jorusalem und other

" ancient cities: “Your injury hus

no healing, yunr wound, )k ‘vevere"

. lVerur. l9)

Lkt o stuggc g prcdigliun.

spruwied uvc;, 1,800 ucres, that
scentitigly Kﬁﬁswnqucgble citadel '
n groatuess, wodld

[}lcd that the

- ¢ity would fall in g stute of drunk-

‘, v.»e«”") .

the skeptics who doubt God's
Word! Was Nuahum gaccurate?
Did his prophecics catfic to puss!?
Could they huye been cunningly

ductored alter the cvrnf’tq\um&e .

" Nuhum secm inspired?

Who would win out? A

supreme city-sfute of the uncient

world, or the wurdq of . fuithful,

,fﬁurless servant of the true God?

* Let's sift the fucts ol history and

»

urchucology und tind vut.
The stones spesk ;

In 1840 the ene gcm Vrench .
consulur agent in nprthern [rug, ’

Paul-Lmile Bouw, [ finuncing u

 smull excavation project to religve

his boredom, spent u fruitless seu-
son’ dlsumg in eurth moundu
along the Tigrim River,

Then, seven wiles north;in the’

town of Khorsubud, Arab farmery
uu,:dcnmlly upcovered immense
pillurs in the sunbuked curth. By
1844 . the tablets Botta sulvugcd

froin. Khorsubad were the' sensa-' -
‘tion of Puris. Botta's, “find™ wis!

nothing less than thecustle of
Safgon 1 (721-705 B.C )y con-
queror, of Sunrix

o 1845 another: duggcd ama-
teur; Englishiman Henry Layugd, .

wurked the spot. oppusite Butta's' .

. originul project on ‘u%é"“rm Hiy,

. find? The “Black 1

elisk™” of

'.bhulnmncagr‘lll (458-424 B.C),

togally“disuppear -— vanish from .

~+ hunian sight! Notice Nahum 1:14.

and “3:11: 1 will dig your

grave .. .you- will be, hidden.”
Thua Nuhum's specilic predic-

tions. No vague generalitics here

~ 'ruther, apecific chullenges to -

" stone, such

Huzuel of D lasgus und Jehu of’
" Israel (11 Riggs 8,9) doing obeis- _

an Ausyrian vic.lory monument

blluul figures s

ance tp the, Ausyﬁﬂ‘h strongiian,

All this wus dmazing, incredi-.

* ble,’ extiting ‘beyond. words to

describe. “Linlightened” skepticy
of ‘the 17005 hiad scotfed at the

very eximence of the Assyrian.
Empu'e. “l~or wnmrics the only

uring ‘.

»
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]
knuwltdgc that- sue,h an cmplrc
existed was -to ‘be found in the
direct and indirect statement of
Scriptire. The historian puzzled;

the 3kupm jeered the striptufal .

accounts™ (Meisinger, The - Fall
‘of ‘\mevd(b pages 415). '
In Howaurd Rassam’

. uncarthed the . royhl -\Iibmry of

King Asshurbanipal, containing
teiss of thousands ol volumes of
ancient Bebylonian and Assyrign
literature, ' )

It remained for the Mallowan

~ expudition, >pum.un.d by the Brit- °
ish School of Archaeslogy from -

1949 10 1950 ip bray, o uncover

.iswundmg evidence for. the
veracity of God's faithiul prophs .

et, the mry Nahum

Pulm by polm

in 012 BC.
thaans, Medes gnd Babylenians

finally surrounded Nineyeh. The
ety felb-in ihtee miuntha..

“The:
sicge imcd from Sivaw v Abu,

“that i ftim M.y Juse. io July- |
© August, ‘bigt lgvcnmaﬂy Nm:weh
i fet) {imag;n
. Nahuamy atalugy wf sn uwcmpe
g falling NG wpery muulhs-wu
o ~'stumnngiy &

B 5 ) B

psgc 209y

urate (Nahum

W.hy did: \émcveh iuuwmb w

' nquuhi) ’ AR

L gmped uuiudc- lﬁa« i
walls, the King ol Asayria
canie lux o s n;zlgnw'gnd
began mduigr: Wit
iR el sjnnkmg,

Ntk wreat

avenging  Sty-

‘mh
: fou un. examiple Ul @ veugetul
©Bontice, the soot 31t pcnnuilpg
< ihear as we S ;mmhed
hm.midu:u o Cand’ Ii! Hfmam.s. Vol 1[ :

" pesimeter walls, still secure. But

natyrEs God intervened: “After

- heavy rains. the river broke down

‘a distance of the city walls . . . the
siegers, Icarnm.g u! the brcak in
the wall, attacked,” wrote Diodo-
rus Siculus. '

One archaculogist reported,
“The fact of the flood accouants
for a Ytratum of pebble gnd sand
found a few feet below the sur-
face of the river in the iimuﬁds of.
Nineveh.”
] Huw literally Nahum's prophe-
Ceies were fullilled: “Wuh g6
uvcrﬂuwmg flowad He will make
an siter end of m place” {"whum
- 18).

What ubout Nahum's pretﬂv

tivn that Nineveh would burn

{Nahum Hl)’ MELY Mallo-
wan tecords:. U lhe condition in
which we found "{ilic ihrone
FOOM) Was o dWmulmn
of the' fingd sadk Fhe wall plasier
hsd Been packed hard agd burnt -
- yeltuw by the Hames' ahd then

blackened. Msh sout which had

pem:lmmd ity the. brickwork
Latsedf; The intense Tieal had

Cinwerd und the ool thy chan-
BT sl was Dutied upon o great
pa!e of burnt debr yver a4 metre
Land 4 M!! uf depth, biled with
_neser have | seen su per™

l Vi

Pﬁ#ﬂ“‘) R '

: cau;mj ‘the suuth wall 1o bend. .

- Iragss buslt a
the suvunds cuvering the opces -
“proud nctrupolis.
ERCAVALOrS MY

Assyrian stronghold would disap-
pear  altogether.

Now ook at l%: evidence:
“In 612 B.C. the uncient capi-

tal of the Assyriag Banpire was 56+
completely obliterated that it
became like @ myth until its dis-,

covery by, Sir Austen Layard and
others in the 19th century™ (Un-

ger’s Hible Uim\iunur} page

795).",

“Even suenhhully minded
travelers who know from- the
Bsbl\: lhﬁ exthtence (ut Nineveh)

‘aucmplcd 1y tind it'und several -

times passed wver Ghe very ruins

Check Nahum
- 14 and 3:11 once ‘again. .

withvut hnowing it (Pdward

‘Chiera, They Wrute un Clay,
page 4U). . 0

- The disappearance wf Ningdeh

was labeicd une of the most

bewildering riddies of hisiory. So
complete wds ils burisl that the
a viilige atop, ome of

%ore’ through 30

4% fees of gebrn before Assyr-

inn stratd come 10 vsew '
There iv absuluiely ne way !hul

then made them come 1o puss
acrols & time span of Q,:;rc than,
2,300 years!

- ‘uhums hlx.h and sixth pr:»‘

dn.l,uns are’ the crowning proof:

Even tuday

& Jewish, seer would have kgnga» o
“necred all of these -events dnd .

Hle wias inspired-by the supreme -
Gigd'! Qaly God could -have -

- brought these predictions 1o pass

i

. pages 30 I
C MNatun 1010 was tuﬁilled The
4 Aas)nam regmup& mzxde r.hc

—BGCLEes hE enemy gencial youled

~ the dburg:m’hnd arnp o -battle,
deuidod Eriuiely by irhe Aayﬂ_@m

; dfunkennﬁ; " enye - That -
~Mael)uwg!3.,

Aogdd -dnyilung be phmfr’

Yot Ndhum's nfth gnd siuth.
prsd:gamm were - blockbusters,
- pruphecies 1hat would oniy be:

.- -vgnhcd with the passage uf thou-

“ sabds- of yedrs. Nahum 3»usln.ted

that Nineveh would nes gOvEr:
 and, inangeut sl aﬂ,f that llw

s avcurately and so munutely
over the mdlenmy! &

The evidence is in: Pmphecy-u
proul uf the vverryling power of

"God. That 16 why Nahum, God's'

buld and colorful servant, pre- .

vailed against Nmewhﬂ“smah_
awaTy o,
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. ership over the: nations on .qvercom
_/(hls earth. . imitate Him?. |~
.~ This promise is graphqcall During His(33% -

“inherivall things, an
h:s God dndwbe My.

“tion 2:

2.

*~ Mot of us as God's peoplg
. . have undﬁrsﬁui\.wercummg to

A Vital Don
in Overcoming

-t ’ A s

‘ %

vc.rcomlng is one f

most vital keys to sal:
vation. Only those who
overcome are promised
eternal life, membership in
the Family of God and rul-

it? Read on. Jesus Christ, thc

good cheer, 1 have overcome
lhc‘ world” (John. 16:33). ‘We
know that we mast follow in. His ™
footsteps to qualify fof eternal life
(l ‘Peter 2:21). Exaclly how- did
How are ‘we 10«

. -earth, Jesus C,h'lsl neve sirined’

. emphasizedin, Revelation ;nce‘ While Jikin
o [ g iy human
21t7: *He who overcomes shall flesh, our Suvior'l rfect life

willbe e pad no bad or sinful habits to -

master. ' What, thcn -dld Jesus
- -overcome? v
lea.sl seven other times in the” During His’ human. hfe, Jesus

book of Revelation’ (Revela-  was tempted in all points as we
'1 11,17, 2628 35 12, .

41 is also mentioned at

and its lures- conslanlly trmd
tested andtémpted: Him in much.
"theg, same way as we are tried
teday. - - ©
* Satan pdrmularly was active’
and persistent if trying to over
throw Jesus. Remember how the:
devil tried every trick ‘at his. dis- ..
~ posal-to-tempt Jesus to sin-after -

Becausg uvcrcommg is so
important- to our eternal destmy.
we  need o lhoruughly under~
stand what it'Ss.:

What is ovoreoming? L

' “our lives. We have thought of it

me mﬂﬁ—%'é'
-Aness (Matthew -4: \l 1)?

sinful habits and, conduct from, .
Yet, Jesus neversuccumbed to

. ~F

v ' as forsaking and conguering such. - commil'a single sin. As Hebrews -

Co ~Iawbrc4kmg practices as- swear- . 4:15'says, “For we do not have a
- ing, lying, cheating, drunkenncss, High Priest who cannot ympa-'

smoking and other sins. ¢ - - thize with our weaknessés, but

=’ These habits became acutely:  was inwgll points tempted as we

- - & appareni to'us when we began to - arc, yci. without sin.” Not onge

S © learn God's 1uth. and vealized . did He allow the concepuon md
0 ‘that they wiust be dealt with and ~ “entry of sin, which *often .star - '
S ovErcome. Thc ‘batile I&l’ oftén’  with’ just oné wrong thod ‘
ey ml:m»c ‘and reqmres much prayci .(Jp,mes I:14-15n oo

DI T . dsy by«day. hour- hy-hour and
[ O " even mmute—by-mmuts process. v

He._hdd to reject every wrong

overcoming. Hchvgr. there is’ thgught and each lemptation as it .
yet anothet dimension equally as -* came into His min . He had to
- 1mp¢mam to o\termmmg Whnt -dlways be on guar agmml and

‘are (Hebrews *4:15). The world .

prepared ) countcract ‘Satan’s

pmncer of .our salvation, said, “Be * subtle and treacherous devices.

Yet, it was only through God’s
power in Him and His)continuous *

contact with-His Father in’hecaven = .
- that Jesus was able lo do this

(John 5:30).

How we can overcome

'
T

Today, each one of.us is'also in -

a <ontinual spiritual warfare:

" “For we do nqt -wrestle agamst
flesh .and blood, but against. prm~ .

‘cipalities, agdinst powers, a t
_the rulers of the darknw’%
“age, against spiritual hosts of
‘wickedness 1n the heavenly

places” (Ephesians 6:12)." -~

£

——

This world in which we live.can -~

./be a caldron of temptation. The -
atmosphere around us is literally
"surcharged and electrified. with -
the evil influence of Satan the
devil.- Wedas Christians are *
-.assailed . and auackcql at cvezy
turn
t}uwnally, thc gama] pull to
sm sull drives dnd influenges our

God: “'For I'deligfit in the law of

God according to the inward .

man. But | see another law in iy °

-members, warnng against the law

of my mind, and brmgxng me into.
captivily to the law of sin which is

‘i my members. O wrelched man
that { am! Who will deliver e . " .

Trom this body of deaih"" (Ro—
mans %:22-24). . -

“‘« :

o

e—wrldef»—moﬂal—mmés—and—poscs—a—een——— -
-stant-threat to our dauly walk Wwith .~ ¢ e

RN

Ovcrcommg, thetr has to dq

attle—ggainst—
sm,.temptauon and wrong gtti-"
tudes that continually thrust
themselves mtqgour lives. ¥t may
at times mean an all-out war

against Satan and his fiery darts.

; "Figm the good ﬁght of fauh lay
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"hold on efernal hfe,“ sa,lcl Paul (1
Timothy 6:12). “Resist the devil
and he will flee from you,” sta\ed

1 James (James 4:7). :
In this context, (Zercommg ® reveals, “For as many as are led |

mvolves endunng lovythe Dbitter
. end — until victory js fwom “You
therefore ‘must. endure hardship .
as a gobd soldier of Jesus Christ™
(11 Timothy 2:3). " v
« We may.find ourselves in
hand-10-hand "combat with our -
spiritual enemies several \times ay
Imagine how .many fiery
darts — impure. thoyghts), lusts,
wrong attitudes — Satan hprls at
‘us daﬂy .
" Thivis why'wc are co nded
St bnqA “every thought into cap-,
ivity to the obedience of Christ™
inthians. 10:5). '
‘What we’ must- realizg is that
N overcommg means dealing . witht

. the cause. of sin. mstcad of the Y

effect. < v
. “*With thjs_in mmd overcommg

. shoujd have afargreaigr meanmg

., to our day xo»-day splrltua] fives. -
"It is much more than jug rootmg
out old hablts or “lingerinig prob--

It also - medns puttipg to.

-death any . uprisings of lusts-or.*

sinful gttivudes that. may AMU

at any momcnt :

Wa neod ﬁod . holp
Just like Jesus Chrm when He *.

- walked on this earth, we nfand by

.ourselygs are powerlegs. However,.
‘we can. draw on the same inyisible
) hclp, power and - strengt,h —thal

. truth® (n Timothy 2:15, Autho— '

rized Version).:
We must also follow the Iead of
God s Holy Spirit. Romans 8:14

by the Spirit:of God; these are

sons of God.” We negd to learn to .

recognize when the Holy Spirit is.
bemg grieved or .queénched, and
Ystrive to keep it from happening:
(Ephesnans 4:30, 1 Thessalo;uans
5:19).

And wﬁen we slip and faﬂ prcy

to sin, we must repent instantly -

—- turn from and "Yeject the
- thought or temptation that led to
the sin — to prevent our relation-
- shigf with the Creator froim being

" weakened orsgvered. Let’s allow -

‘nothing to ‘come between us and-
our heavenly Father!’
. - The next. step to hour -by-hour

‘and mmme by nunule\ overcom-

kand f'aile' ‘
“must be. discipline
_‘:and m:ver let dOWél

._‘pmt bgmgs kae warnors we
and uncompromlsmg,
or’ta\kie it easy.

be on guard against all forms of

“wrong and destructive thmkmg
- — .emotions such as negativism,
. dlscouragex}cm ‘envy, resent-’

ment and jealousy." :

We. must not “succumb to

Satan’s broadcasting and tempta-
tions. Ephesians 4:27 tells us™not,
= to*‘give place to the deyil.”

We also have to be on ,Buard -
against the tremendous’ numbcr‘
of ncgauvc influcnces of today’s
society, never-compromising. with
God’s truth or the way of life He
has revealed. . - s A
. We should . awarc of “our
worst enemy —Vsglf — and dot

allow any 'potentially sinful
thoughts to take root. God com-
marids us to cruqtfy the flesh-and
" its lustful desires' (Luke 9:23,.
- Romans 8:13). We.are to flee
from ,tcmpt_ing' sftuatioﬁs and ask

K4

' ‘f mg, sb. vnal in wmmng thls Cﬂrls- :

tian strugglc is .vxgxl.mcc

~

‘ B. vigllanl Cor

N

‘out Rivg ‘Satar’s_clever and Gubtle.

We need fo- censlzmtly wau;:h .

sin.
We as. Chnsudns are. soldn;rs in’
a lifelong battle agamst hpman‘
.nature, the world apd fallen spirit
bemgs Therefore

God for he'lp' in resi;e:ting};o:cmeal .

Us incumbent. . ~ >

= SR

"4

J\"Sua had avai

_ And just Ilkc Jesus Chnst, wc )

can gain the Wclory:

Therefore, the first. step in con-, -

. tinugus_ and’ successful overcomi-
ing 1s a. close, da:iy contaa with. -
- G6d™® We-need 1o learn how to,
~ walk; and talkwith our hedvenly
“Father at all times, “‘rejoicing in.

hope pat _ylt in_ tribulation, con»

“tinding steadfgm)r in prayer’
(Romans 12:12), *}Pray” without

u, £oasing,” wrote Paul 4] Thessalo-

stealthy, fgrumoua hon “Be
"-sobef, ‘b vlglldnt
adversary’ the. Wevil walks about
like-a roarjng lion; seeking whom
he- _may devour™® {3 Peter 5 8).-
Satan’s gml J!. o prevent.
ceternal life in* God! ami y,
Tﬂday the devil is nlofe angry -
.than evep.before, knuwmg he has-

“but a short time-left: “*Therefore
“rc.;mc:c. ‘Q heaveus, ‘and--you who -

~dwell in them! Woe (o the inhiab-

dgvices. Salan, after, all, is hha a.-

~on us never 1o let d wn and take -
it easy. Like wagrior
-bécyuse your .

,We must be

hxghly dxscnpll ed and uncom— s
Promlsmg :
"* Only* when we master each

v
e

‘temptation’ as it comes are 'we
‘successful overcomers. Let us be *

diligent and -be able to say with~
- the apestle Paul: “I have fought.

the good fight, | have finished the .-:

race,. ] have kepl the faith. Final-

ly; ther¢ is.laid up for me the

crown of righteousness, which the

- . Word.

nians S: ]7) ]

- In*addition, we musl d:hgemly
.study and drink in of God’s
'Study 1o shew thyself .

approved unto Goid, a workman -
"~ that ‘needeth not.to be ashaiped,

, nghdy lelding the werd of - '

itapls of the carth and the sea!
_ For th dewll has -come down to

- you, Having great wrath, because
he knows that he has a short.

time"” (RﬁVBldllOl‘l 12:12).
) Sdlan will try to wear Qut
God s peoph. lf he' cyn. We must

. Lord, “the righteous Judge, will
give to me on ythat Day.” The -
i usness, after all,

k,, but also to gl who have doved -
His appearm > (1) Tlmo!hy 7.
8) — us lm.ludcd' -

‘to .Paul only, -




"r;..OSpmtlsm*Fraud wes orFact" DR
. Isit'possible to contact the spirits of dead peﬂpie" Altheugh ', e

~much of what is called spiritism is obvious trickery, doesa -~ "
. spirit world -ever comimunicate with hvmg human‘bemgs’-

e 10 How to Win Over Worry -

Adopt these practlcal Bibl¢-based sti*ategles and les
replace the worries in your hfe w;tb peace of m.u:d'

0 Your Faxth ——
It MayBe the Death of You

S ’- : W My Couldqour itht actually be lEadmg you away from the 2 S
g " '": L : ! ngdom of God" Don’t be too sure it isn’t! - ST R g
o Being Lukéwarm Bears F alse Wltness';; o

" Incredible as it.sounds, Jesus Christ says He would rather -

' . o | " you were-not @ Chnstlan\ at all than a. lmm;earted one.gFmd
I PN _' v ;:" . ‘out.why apatﬁy is fatal fo: Clurlstmns«.'..,-[ L :

OMedh-Stud =

‘Writing Go&’s Word on Your Mmd e j R

- Do yoursomenmes put your: Blb away after stindym\g“ oniy e o . L

W . .y toTorget most-of what yog have fead? You never inéed do” so SRR IR :
TR again if you learn tbg sunple lechmque of medlusfudy. FORENTINN AN ST




