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Would you have believed Hzm — turned agaznst'
- Him — or checked up on Him — which?
Don’t be too sure! Here's a way-to test yourself.

ust for the moment,
SUPPOSE — suppose your
were living in Jerusaiem
when Jesus Christ was
. teaching there.
You are. waikmg along with
a friend. You.come upon a
- small group. Standing in the
center a man is talking,
‘answering questions. He is
Jesus of Nazareth. You and

your fncnd find yourselves -

stopped
Do you know WHV?

., But what would have taused
" you 1q stop with-this little group
— do vou know? The reason
pmbabl) is nute whyt you think.
You may suppose.that it pas

_overawing appearance of Christ

that woulgd have stopped you. But
notice what ‘happens -nexy.

Twe .men come walking by.
‘is ‘an unusual coincidence, bv

cause one s deal, and he'is lead-

ing & man who is blind. The deaf
man notices the little - gmup
Sthinding, sees the man, Jesus in
_ the midst talking to them, is com-
pletely ummpresscd continue$

ai!ung on by. But . suddenl\ the

L afmcsteps, -

puils the deaf .man b..u:k He
wants (o listen.

Nothing ‘the ‘deaf man saw[ !

" caused him to stop. But what the

" blind man heard arrested his

" attention, sutprised and shocked
Thim. S L
And what aboul you and yam‘
- friend? - - .

“resentful.

By Herbert W Armstrong
A [

- Your f‘riend at your side js sud-
denly astomished. angered and

caught with mingled feelings of
surprise, cyriosity and shock.
But it was nothing in Jesus’

. appearance that would havu star-
“tled you! . -

When Jesus' rclurned tb

kov\{ of Mis’ )outh 1h“ peopie of

You find yourself"

RS

.

astonished, angered. even as you
would have been.
, Put in today's expressive lan-

“"guage, this is approximately what
.they said: “Now where does he -

get that stuff? Who does he think
he is, anyway? The very idea! An
ordinary local man like he is, say-,
ing such ridiculous things! W-h_\,‘. )
he grew up here! We know him.

N

F4 WSEI['M;H'S‘ asdrm!s.m;ﬁa ! o

Nozareth were aswmshed just

of anything ou! of the ordmm*}
about His looks. To them .He

looked just like an ordinary local

.boy now grown to manhopd The
people of Nazareth mocked Him

o jecre"m !;iir}!/Yet they were-
The GOOD NEWS  October-November 1983 . :

I

n\gc other people. But not because

@!} m:w!.ar’ =fes umara ﬁﬁ w.s.dv;l

M§&rm 183839 Abouve. @ vew oF Serusaism SO e Mmrwm .-

He's only the son of uha& mtpen-
ter ‘who lives-down the street. We
know his mother, Mary. We

'vkn(w. his brothers and- sisters.

They're all just common, ordi-
nary folks fike we are. Who does.
he, (hmkp he is, saying things like
that?" {eompare with Matthew




-

"13:52<58). Yes. what Jesus said -
aroused, carnal. surprise, indigna-

tion -grdanger in the people of

Nazareth. You will notice, in,

verse 54 of Matthew 13, they
were astonished — not at\-His
appcarance — not at any ing

“unusual in His voice — but ar

what He- said! H¢ wore no halo
&ver His head!

"Why would YOU be

astonishad”

~ Had vou lived in that hme and
at that place. you, too, probably
would hdve been astonishied when

you stopped to j{)in this little”

group. The REASON is very impor-

. tant to yoy now!

‘Had you lived then. you would
have been born knowing nothing
arbigth. even as you were bofn in
our day, knowing nothing. Your

mother would have fed vou, cared

for you. taught you as vou grew
up. even as mothers do today.
You would have been taught

-and reared in the concepts,

beliefs, ways and custogns of that’
time .and place, even as wvou

© actuaily have been reared in the
ways and concepts of this day in

your country.

Yes, and you would automati-
cally have ‘taken for granted,
without guestion,

pecople and time — just as lod,n

; you h.nc. grsmn up .Lssummg,

:Ihmr
. oi' hfc ;md gcncral behefs of this
time.
Whatever socne!y accepls “and
" does béems perfectly natural. 1t
. mes part of one’s life —
F . -indeed. it is one’s life! It was the
¢ame in the time of Christ. ¥

‘What would you have done?

Had you lived then and
Lhanu.d to ‘walk by this litile
group, and your ear had caught a

would have been astonished!

. You would have heard this
sery ordinary-locking man from
Nazareth making positive, dog-
matic statements totally at vari-

_ance with the concepts and beliefs

you had always heard, been

. taught and taken for- granted.

[l

5"

the beliefs,
‘teachings and ways of life of that

You would have heard ‘Him

-expounding the Scriptures in a

manner absolutely contradictory
“to what you had been brought up
-to believe. You would have heard
things utterly diffefent from what

‘everybddy believed.

Certainly it would .
have sounded like =~

Sfanaticism!

.And here- is th
strange paradox: In spit

of yourself, what you

would” have heard Him -
say would have sounded <
quite logical and plausi-
ble — it ‘would seems -
somehow. to ring true ...
- you would find your-
self, haff ddmitting that -
it made sense’! o
Perhaps that is the \'erw reason *
your friend weuld have -become
suddenly angry and -resentful.

- Down deep.. he would recognize

that this man from Nazareth was

- speaking the TRUTH! Down deep.

he would -be forced to the half
realizatitin that he had been abso-

- lutely wrong! Nothing wounds

human vanity, quite-so much as
being, told one is ufnng And

_ when{ one really sense$ it is true.

—avhen one simply cannot refute
this emphatic corregtion — it us
humiliating, indegd.

SureLy, you would reason, all
these religious denominations,
recognized b), lha. society of your

he just a clever false. prophet after
the money or a following?

.

What would you have do;té"

Would youhavé saxd to your-
self: “I know what IILdo — I'l

MFmolem Tra@@m@ﬁmm&a
mﬁWMWlm‘ﬂoﬂ,ms@mm o

check up on this ‘man from
Nazareth. 'l 20 to the chief niin-

_isters of the bng reputable, estab-

lished demominations. They have
sl'mdmg I'll ask rkem whether he

is properly explaining a;d ex: '
_ pounding the Scriptures.” R

WouldTyou hawe done this —

ould you havggsnmpﬂy gone to
lhe sacred Scriptures direct,
yourself, and searched through .
the Sdriptures with opcn mind.

u-alhoul prejudice. ®et cautiously,

° to PrOVE all things, deciding to
believe whar you found :here
with }aur own nes’ :

There is a TesT ngen later in

this article by which you can Jest .

.

“TslEemed; 5uui‘sclﬂ"ﬁm,«u whal 30u nawa

could not b‘. wrong! Surely the
peop® of vour whole nation could
not be wrong! .. .
And-yet — v:ha@ Jcsus said did
seem r‘ca,s.umlﬁc_. even though it

©hit youu at fst as beings some

strange new and fanatical réli-
gion:- You. prub;zbh would have
found yvour head swimming. You .

~. would have felt all mixed up.

Yuois would have found yourself
unable to answer Jesus' sayings,

' ‘ﬂ’“f”ﬁ“‘rvr*f the words from the fips of ~ OF 1o show anyone where He was
Jesus, vou, too, in all probability, .

Wrong. ‘Indéed you would ast
have. been able o convince your-
self that He was wrong. Yet
everything within you would have
rebelled against believing He
couid be right.

Could this man speaking these
unhcard-of - things be a re:s/
prophei, bringing truth? Or w

. _ ‘ The GOOD NEWS . Ot

have done. - -4

" How they woulﬁ have

answered

Had vou gnne to the oﬂhcmls or
* 1op men of the larger recognized
and éstablished religious denomi-
pations, do vou realize what they.
would have ‘answéred? .

They wouid have done every-

4

_thing in their power (o discredit -

. Jesus. They would have assured

vou He was 3 false prophet, even
. as they did accuse 1o these who-
did lQisten to Him. They would

have warned: you against Him.
For they. — the very hightst®

ministers of the mest_reputable,’
. established denominations —- the

CHIEF priesis -~ were the very
ones who not only sought to dis-

credit stus and.” turn pe:ople,

v&;nmer!%’i'
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 Him?™”

S qhouidn l'
gious, !Ladcrs of |hc bng repumb!c
denominations -who conspired,
aind-paid Judas 30 pieces of silver | §

R Whal you SHO

against Him — they-are the very
qnes who plotred. and conspired
to MURDER Him!"*

Finally, as—iiore gnd-mmore of

the people began to believe what -

Christ” was preaching (John
7:31), “*the Pharisees- and “the

“chief priests sent officers to take
- Him”

{verse 32).

Many people began to.believe
Jesus — others did no . *So therc
was a division among the people
because of “Him™ _(verse 43).
Then the officers returned to the
¢hief priests who said 1o the offi-
cers, ‘c\’h\ have you not brought
{versc 43). ’

“The officers answered. ‘\o
man ever spoke like this Man' ™

“{verse 46). That was precisely

wryY the chief priésts were trying

"to discredit and even to murder

Jesus. See how they answered:
“Then the Pharisees answered
them, “Are you also deceived?
Have any ol the rulers or the
Pharisces believed in Him?' ™
{verses 47-48). o
These CHIEF ministers of the
BIG established and Feputed

- denominations said Jesus, the
-very Christ. was a false. prophet.

They asked. Have an¥ of the .
leaders. ‘of recognized. estab-
lished - religious: groups believed
Him? The argument was, If these .

‘rcpumbie and important MeN did

‘not believe Him, ihen You

“ Paul’s

Or would you have done as the’

_Béreans were commended for .

"doing when they heard the apos-

tle Paul? Paul .10o, "came, speak-.

ing the samé Gospel as Jesus. He,
too, preached a message altogeth-
er different from the beliefs and
customs of the time. These Be-
reangdid not just gullibly swallow
whatever Paul said without
‘Checking.

How could THEY know? Possn~
bly this Paul was a false prophet.
But they-did not go to the chief

preachers or the big. established .

denominations. THEY WENT Di-
RECTLY TC THE SCRIPTURES!

. Yes, they checked up on Paul! -

But they went to the RIGHT
“PLACE to check up! They did not
” g0 to MEN, who could eas:ly have

. partisan jnterests to protect. They

i .
did not go to Paul’s critics or

@pponcms THEY WENT, TO GOD!
They knew the Scnplures were
God’s Worp! They received
word without prejudice for
or against — with open mind —

day, what

tell you.
Teday you hear an astomshmg

broadcast, The World Tomorrow,

on radio and television! On it, }
CLAiM to be preaching the very

“same” identical Gospel.;Jesus
~preached. 1 literally preach THE

BiBLE.
did.

I expound it, as Jesus

PEDPLE ARE ASTONISHED! What |
preach, right out of the Bible, is
just as different from what you
have been brought up to believe
today as Jesus® teachings were
different from what people then
believed!

WoULD you have
done? There is a TeST that will- -~

And today, even as then, THE.

And it is the same today. The .

message catches the. interest of .

people. The ratings of listener
interest are unbelievably high.

. ‘Millions are listening. They are

astonished, surprised. often
shocked. Somehow, down deep, it
does. seem 1o ring true! i does
seem 10 MAKE SENSE! .

to turi traitor angd betray Jesus.

© B was “they . who - stirred - up the
crowd - ugdinst Jesus, to \ﬁamnnmi
-that He be put 1o dea\h

- stood before Pilate. :

. who feeged al - Him, mod
cauved Him 10 be" MURDERED! -

Him. -

And He wis the Son of Gop!
HE _was uhe mxe Mes:onu‘ He
iy

'EO! )
Would vou, ha\'! vou lived there

. "and then, have pone to the big
" religious organizations agd asked
- whether Jesus spoke the truijgyy

What a terrible, tragic mistake

you would have .made, had )ou
done vhat!”

~ Tne G-I}GD !‘&:Wa

()clﬂm—ﬁmegmex 1983

»el they - cheuked up ; lhgy

"PROVED all things. —

find out whether these !hmgs,
were so” (Acts 17:11):

-And that js precisely what ¥oU -

should do, today
" But. had you

they |
“scarched the Scriptures daily to
right? —

wed in Jesus’

Bm it iS SO DIFFERENT from
wiat many have been brought up
to Belicve. Surely this couldn’t be

can't refufe it
One womanl‘m claimed to be
tCommued on page 21}

~ .

. . . e 3

ard yet. ligteners by the -
~ thousands begin to realize they

-







Tbe fam:ly is in xragbl’e. B\ever has*ynders:andmg

God s powt of new gm Ilze funcaon of mothers',and

- , o
aradox of paradoxes!
" The faiily is that
sacred
created as the warm haven and
positive foundation for facing
ihe storms and stresses of life
successfully. .
Yet today. far too often, the

institution God .

urdcrmmmg of family
Wesgern \wr!d

A pillar of the family

Even into the 1960s. one piliar
upholding the family was the

~mother and hmnemaker.z’ Honor

was attached to this re@ponsibili-
ty. Yes, few other oplions existed.

famuly 1s a ferment of psychologi-
¢l terror and even physical dan-

-"uer The resultant emotions) scars’
re sometimes nearly ampos:,ﬁb!c _

L 'm Jive with.

“The . family
3 ét:rm '«(xn!\ is in can\ulsmn
“The result? Staggering human

trapeilies -and social problems pil-.
1

ling afop one another like dcbns

from .an earthguake.

Bﬁblc prophecy stands Iulﬁlled. )

s ! Sodom and Gomorrah

%he bedrock of all -

But the easy affluence of the

" 1960s, the growing presenge pf

women in the work force and a
generally self-seeking attitude gn

" the part of everyone began ‘1o

change that.

.
Increased mobility, *ae le~ :

dicusness of modérn life. the eco-
nomic downturn {whigh fueled

the need lb'r two breadwinners)

and the mowemcm to “‘liberate™
women al] combined to eréde Jthe
woman's position in the home

cannot be forestalled much lo !ongcs
Jverses 1517 LI
. Pérsonality ueaknesses socmi
JT.‘J?I“CHL}'!OD andi* hopelessness
grip milions upon -iillions of
: fH T|m 3i-d) - Yer few
ate ‘the >l\wml\eimg
pmbﬁxnm Jwith the

So.today, the hand that: rocks

the. cradle is often that of the™”

balysitter!
How- tragic. for there is po:
satisfactory . substitute for Eh&

" sense of warmth and. security gen-
' uf.ﬁ;ed by

capable, concerned
rmulhers \\ hat LlS(.

°F

c;rs Joung,?

T m mu arh




miads and bodies, :Em:rousz;ﬁ thg
minor but saem“c@m slips: and
. starts of childhood: or the bewil-.
" dering physical an é_emo;kma;
changés of 2dolescen
What an CROTMOYS reaponSHb -
ity falls upon mothers! They bear
the minute-by-mirfute supervision
w - - of their children, little personali-.
L -ties made irthe minfature image
cf God. i11s no joké that mothers -
- . .: _ " need the wisdomt of Solomeon. the,
- s patiehce of Job. the watchfulness
) i of 2h cagle {Deut. 32:11) and the
- ] B EE stamina-of .a thoroughbred horse
a " {S. of Sol, 1:9). o
The stakes are {iterally fife and -

Y

LR

|
H
)
i

s »

.. Foyd for the dianer table. clothing
for the children and on occasion a
night out - day-to-day money ‘man-

. . ~ agement welghs hcawiy on the minds

Y- R ' = 2O mafny.

: [ - You are not alone in vour struggle
N to make ends mect. With high udem-
P ployment, infisted prices and deval-

wover are faceal with the battle of man-
: aging the funds available to them.
o, : o Providing the best possible services
for your family i> of primary impor-
tance. Every woman is in a paosition 1o
grmu} écatribute to the financial
E " stability Gf her fumily simply by
" using it cfi’ccmcl\ what monéy
she has.

- And in deingiso. she can bccomc
an cfficiency expery.

.. déath. God's Word is e-nn:nat:c'

‘ued currency. homemakers the world -

.

“The eye that mocks his fatker.
and scorns cbedience to his mo n-

‘er, the ravens of the valley will

pick'it"¢ut. #nd the young cagles

will eat 187 (Prov. 30:17}. ‘-
“Every wise woman buiids her

hcuse, -but the foolish pulls 0 .

down with her hands™ {Prov.
[4:0). et @
~ TA wise son makes a glag
father. but a foblish scn is the
grief of his mether™ (Ptov.
10:1). . o

How unersingly accurale God's

Word is' What a tragedy that for
many people.the later vears of life -

| ome Econonu‘(":;_
. Becomingan
| Efﬁ(:lency Expert

By Arn Hays )

ly expenditares in the home is food.
- An gffective way to minimize grocery
bilis vet still ‘provide nutfitious, cre-
ative meals for the family is byxﬂi-
cient meal planning.

Before doing the weekly grocery

" are nol

.
‘3g‘..ef‘w andé um“.easut_-
ably gleddened with the sure
krowledge of :.,exr children’s suc-
cesses. And all because of the

- tack of solid parental guidance in
the early years (Prov.

17:25, »
22:6).

F’ight‘ for the vision
What is happening 1o the ibsti-

“tution of the family?

Our indusirial societies value
systematic efficiency and techni-
czl cempelence ouer 1he" nur tur,
idg guﬁs prized by other genera-
tions (Matt. 24:12). Secretarial '
skills, keypunching. managerial

“want to consider a “no-frilis™ su;);(:"—n
imarke?.

“No frills” gereraily means pick-
ing a product out of a cardboard box
instead of neatly organmized shelves
and then bagging your own groceries
at the chetkout counter. You will
save the cost of e service of these
added eonveniences on the price of
the producis'you purchase.

When shopping. rcad labels for

conteni, weight and grade. Puschas.™

ing the supermarket’s own label or a
generic name can provide additional
savings withou! losing nutritiohal vai-
ue. Buying chgaper cuts of meat can
give you basically-the same nuirients
and taste if cooked properly.

Be aware of advertising and mer-
chandising gimmicks. You don’t
want! 10 be :ndj.;smmeJw;mgA

7~;hoppmg. piawc meals to be served
during the coming week. Use the
four food groups — milk and daivy

products, grains and cereals, meats’

and proteins. fruits and vepetables —
10 meet nutritional needs. Be familiar
enough with the alternatives within
the groups to substitute certain
items, based on stere specials.

By putting this information down
on paper, you will be able to ensure
variely in jcur meal Panning and
have an organized shopping h.sl at the
same time.

Buyigg Tess expensive licms, buy-
‘ ing less’ Often,: climinating waste,
g making jt yoursell and simply doing
) . without are a fc}& of the many ways
. B 10 save money.
L . These principles.can be applied t¢*

product that you don’t rm]ly need.
Another- way to save is by buying
in bulk or large gquantities. If the
price is right and the product is
something that your family regularly
reeds, you may want to consider
- stocking up. Don’t be tempiled 10 use
these goods 1o excess, however, just
because they are available. .
~ I most areas, it is. possible 1o
include phe use “of coupons in yqur
shopping strategy. Don’t use them,

however. on products you don’t nor-

mally use or need. And check to see

Another important tip is 0 plan
meals' around foosds that can

enables you not only to add variety to
your rieals but also. to utilize left-
overs more effectively.

The next step in your shappmg
strategy is 1o selectsa market that bras
the best buys and specials. Based on

-

« accessipility in vour area, you may

be .
/ served in several different ways. This

if another brand is less enpensive.

. Perhaps one of the biggest ways to
stretch your food dollar is by eating
at home. According te statistics
released by dhe US. Depariment of
Agriculture. on the average. meals
caten cut cost at least two and one-

half times mpre than meals prepared

at heme. By preparing it yourself .

vou can also be certain of the guality

+ - + mamy arcas in your budget.
- : . -
. ‘ : , ~ [Family food budgeting
. e . ~Certainly one of the biggest week-
oo -
. -
- [ »

PRI A

‘

1
I
F
Tt

€ e

& £ exe




iz

Lait

‘ -1 looktosome old-oattits,—

v v ¢ v
o s \|
" N . [ " v’ .
[ V o ‘
i Y - (A
. . R : y ‘ v »
[ . ¢ v ' . [ ] . . l .
y v / / . .
o t g
] P . \ ,K ! \
| [} V\‘. N - ' ' ‘[ ' " ‘ # -
' ' ! ’ i‘ - ‘ﬁ) vl
b _ ) n | . ‘ i M .
f ' ‘ | ! B B
' « ' # ' .
. Al' i |
. . ' ’ / !
v k)

rolesd comipitor oporations,” cone
poting in business - thut's whore
. the wotlon is, society tells s,
< I8 not phat gromen should not
neuire ¢o tuhn*’nb skilly, but sol
"id, enduring humin vilues like-

sympathy or the skilltul and con-

iyod upon yeurstol keen olworvis
tiva 2 thest skilly wedofton cons
unl@i*ud ol lessor o vo value, *
“Surely you have things turyied

- wround!™ oxplnings the pronl eved.

. (lans, 29:16),
This dovioty 4y, in desperate
" lluuhlu (Mull LT m) ,

uml plmmmlhm ul th mnl yuln' hnu,
iy uhtn. , .

cutllr‘lu« olothing costs .

O Anuther agen whore custs aii be
cut ly elgthing, In most areas, cloth:
\tu In nel sonul, Just bofure the sturt

nonew seggn s the time when -
prices wr'e' the hiphiest, 1 you uro able
o 40 walt: wntll end-otssonson sules, you
“will be iblo to nive Honey. .

Wititing ¢ also help you avold
tho plialls of the lutest fud, which i
ot so Cashionable s . few moktha. .
Plun. your wardrob umuud clusnie,
timnglons styles, !

Hu Ing\ yuality t.lnllmm vin .
nondy In the long 'run, even though
the Inftinl cost: may, be gronter. Pur-
chisy ouly whist you wre uble, 1t you
simply vun't ufford certafn itemn,

- woven 1 Few neegnsorios cim give o new

Sewing your own clothes canfresult
in significunt swefugs. Developing
" your talént a8 u-8ounstress citn ulso be
u nurkotuble skill. .
One other, wiy to save on clothing
“costd In by yeeking out used-clothing
stores. Also, check gurago sales in
more nttluont' nelghborlivods, This:
v be |xmiulllirly uuduumlml in, the
“cune gt Bmadl childron'y vdlnlhlng
Children Often outgraw” gm‘memu
) kmﬂ)elure weminu uwm uut

: . ”IIVL you uvcr Luuuldmcd burtor-
ing tor, thé goods’ wid &wrvlu.g yg\n /
fuinfly otherwise couldn't atfprd?”’
Burtoring “is . slmply u. utslllghu ’
‘oxclunge of mur«.hundluc, kit oy
services. 1L cun . be ps simply
;,xuhungmg buby-sitting services tor w

P

tact, puticinos, understugding and

cverned alrootion of oftupring

noighbor Lllﬂﬂllullhlg your n.hild o .

b Thy GOOD NEWS  Outober-Nuvomber 1983 = 'y

taop# Y
en Grod's own preoplo reod to |
tight todny for.the vision af, the
mother's, rosponsibility in ‘the
home, ,lilaurd thiero I8 ne nubsti-
tute for thiv rosponnibility.

God's viewpoint on the sems
ingly ordinury tiskn of the evory.
duy Imuuewlla v plain indeod
(Prov, ELIT (im} L\ s Word
Inviwlmu pnuhm’ on Alndivhlunl
. mothors ws ay enduring witiiess to
“thelr wintohiloss cﬁmiihulmu to
His plan, '

"The nxnmpla of uoﬂly women

“l?ii vitlitoy the role of home-
mu‘k e woos the mothor s fune-

nulmul Y othor lwlivlllca‘ A muru
complox . exchange  may, bé iriming,
monding mn) sowlng {n rotiirn ’Iur ’
“musly Iﬁummn for your child,

Wht ulmpt that oocuslonal night
“aut? Cun, You renlly aftoed. Y .
/ Recrention md lolsure timo spom !
‘Withi the whule fimily iy extremely
Important, 11 djmor at o restoprant: .
nlmply unaflordable, conalder huvisg

it pidiie wt w purk., Commervial omter: |,

tadnntont suohi s, uulug o movie wun
bo yulte oxponsive. A’ mvunlnu am
home with popeorn and gaines can be
fust ws ek fun und more Jrotitable,
Fven a woskemd citniping hlv vt bo
surpriningly inexponsive.. :
Home gardoning, l'umlly hulrcuts
‘ab home © . onee you'vd becomoe w
Arnined dliiolanuy expert, you'll think
of nay mdre, wiys e iz¢.

' For-more infdrination on, buih!lng
linuwiely), stubility in your fumily, -
write for vur Iree. booklet Managing . .
Ynur 'Pvrwnal Mmmws 3]

C Al kb

: :luh And b difd wht wiss righy,

thon uy, \I‘ue of the ! bowt hulwnrku
ugninst the oncircling hopolessnoss

of . a dying civilization, Godly )

wigien huve helped, trunsform .

spcioty mygre than onge. =+
Sound Twrfetched?, Thén why -

did God plaee this ‘record in His

“uceuuntn of the kings uf. Juduh?

“in llm second  Yenr of

Rekuh AL Jothaid , the son of

Uszinh, king of imlnh. bopgiun o™
reign. e wan twonty-tive years:
ol whien hie becare king, nnid e
reigned wixtcon yeinrs in Joruane
lems, iy mother's nume wus
srusha the daughtor of /(idok
*ml he did-whnt wis vight in thofé
slgght of the Lyl he did accord.
ing to all thAL Wi futher Clzziuly
hndMone" (ll Kings 15:12-14),
Did you cateh it? A rlgh!cmm
king, yex. But *hiy_mother's nunie
wus Jerusha the dsmghter of Zid-
ob" Whut( nune ‘previous gitt;
what more ouintunding contriby- ‘,4
tion. eould 0 wosun ke to
sockity than the stewdy chnractor.
ol yfriong; wine lewdor, fie who
couled turn Cods biesvings townsd.

b whote watigu,

Ry ‘iw “Mesbkinh e son: ul
ug ol Juduh, luaumu to’
rdign, Tle, win- Awenty-tive. yeurs
old when he hetunie Mng, und he
rt,iguetl lwun.ymn ¢ yeiry in
lcrumxlum. iy mogher'y  nume
wis Abl the duughter of Zechii-

the

i the nghr of

™ fathier, Dyvid”
hml (lunc“ (ll kngn
o _";)
v cdulnh wifo of”
¥ wicked l\ing Adnon, i
Coprised T the sume;
‘way (11 Kings 23%1.2
Hler soh was Jasind
wllusc _personal ugl
“levusness prolonged: .
the ilife of" higt county
(ll L‘hmh Ji 2‘9)
g Wl ade - msm,
wmmn mysuu,cuslul
- whigt-enused God tos
B rccord titsir wmnes £oF .
cull cteenity in His
“ioly Hible.1 Pot, 1:28)? -
Jerushu, Abi ung Jediduh had
_ one thing ifi.common: They found:
fltilhment fn serving their I;m'uJ

o lu:s nd pointing their uhl!dren in N

e




» \ . " ) o )
boforchund if they are allergiv to -

somte itemw, disjike, some, kindn aft
fornd, wre watchidny their weluhl ur ure
avoiding alcohol.

A pawd rule I to plai oy e or

S twa people aiore thn upo wctually

coming. That way, guests will -feel®
welvipie (o tuke secadgds i athered.

o OF courae, oo one Ckn be expeoted
lu enteptuin boyond b mem. 11 he
clin't ullord 1 have stmeone vver for
diuner, w.pesson can pravtice s
ity by uskiog, anothar i tor cuke ”
and vellee ap i pupern, lomotsls
weied w pganie. ul’ ullllh

Atter-dinner canvarsation / * N

Alter. the meul is i biver, whag ahisuld
Fihe Rt ur hostoss div? Kugh 1o clear
the tible and wush (he dishes? No,
al(u:ihmm comverspiion i whien the
£ opart ol w visit, Uhe yuests wre
'm &'il and happy. amd the hoaty are:
ere relased Because the bulk of the
wotk i alieady past. ,
/B v the Pl rexponsitily
lend the canveraption,
el apteas tor omnisiate, but gae r.u.

" the guests, disguting - the. tapies

toward them und then miviess,

CAL pracins st o Foatees v
!n! u age that no one i Iolf ot |l\,
Afres ) witow e Coliversation to

- dwell koo o s tupi Swiech anly @
few wun woptsibule,

Muny people enjoy 4 lively back
wgd fotth dtscwsanen Vhee oan by
Iine, gven destuble, of everyon: tahes
AV igf hgns el has  gennl e, Hut the
nmmgm # huat senaes that' wHneNNg
willihave his gt her laclinge hiuet he'

»

Tos fead d‘“d' "

'

y

whu are bettemlivteners, .
v Alsoy thoughttul Tosts tuke Giite to
nvite jreople G eniongh in wdvance to
make i cipvenidnt for them (o plan,

T ea -

L

i just ubout right,
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o o Hy (.ullmm M Nuh '
m
L . It a welvome 'ﬂulm yuou§ host uml “L nmnunnn what kind of clothing *
! ‘ * hostens stinding wt the dvogf, holding > will be’ appropringe, and ﬂlc parking
v Y open witde an ypu gez,um I your  urripoments, B
Lm and hewd Towwrd the Jiouse, ~ Huve you -ever been the guest of
. : “Conie v dn wind niake “yonirel il wonieune Whn was b woreied abwagd
) o hgme!™ your st cudls, withow st dbe g, the diuner” rolls aid the
o R y[wvlmnw Wihume splvith” woulibe't nnghed mmmcu (it he or she
S viselat sk wight? You kiow yon're geeied 1o huve o tnie tor you? A
e Y B || for sowise renl hoapitulity. nAvaly, huspitable st unduratunlly
q- PRI A .'lumpimlrlv s, aveording o, bt wlulc the puvsts eijoy, thedevor
o Eot et the dictionary, avePuite whe b din wnd the fod, ey have eally Lome
- N e posed 1o antertdin with fidnerous o sel o or B8y, This bt plas
‘ ‘ \ kindness,” Hu-opnuhm then, 16 mit  ahewd, tiking: caie ol an wpny deduils
. ' Just having - tot of: gmnwu, bui show . ws rmmibile behva e the gmm wrve, s
y WK penuine intgaest ln pcuplm W un thut he Lt eihsy visiling ssml fellow.
o , attitude of iRl .4 whipping wnh iﬂe )
i ' Hlow can WA pra nw This uktitinbe » Lo
Y S whed we shiure oie hoses wjih © Moks guests “"‘"’"“i‘ u
; ' mhm" Here wre w fow piinters, © Wihicn the guests arrive, e humi
' o ! " ’ . ' -gieets thems wartily at the door, and
. ! " llwlllnu plﬁ*lﬂ ' makes Thems kgl welcome U,
. . Real Iuwp‘i‘m’hy hxgilh' Iml ‘when M.uy"llmu lumi' Tilad e Cesttigh
‘ dhe prests niive, bt even betore the msllw il "ii' Yo find the place with
) gt 0 Ilwmumnngw issued, ) Veryane Whes i gut wny . lnmhlq’ e tukes dheiv
) ’ i shraw: hospitulity | fo fiam o her.  wraps wnd uhuw- !hrm m-mml the
' P fviendp; b o “whowt wompany, is | hogse, .
o . wive 1o ey /rimululmuz il enjuysble A shilled hngl Lumm hn wunsly -
' b Byt whi fuui that plitow with dw gy feel 0 litile- uncomforialide
‘ © = “"'Y lhfﬂ: shﬁ i gt Chysy , R, being. i o stianke- p‘ghf s
" T new I‘NI"P oy ihe uu‘u,"‘l}icnr people  vompleiely Hependent on b Witk
v k) sppreciate hospitality even nuire.thun s’ wisnin mu! infemily mwnnecy he
i ol whi alieady. Tve lots of luuuh puls theus al eane, and sees it theis
b Cg el soil appertnmities, L lensd, sk Cwnil otheps Waits . aml
i Coo e G Thuts sl hsisteased mmi .neudu WP mph aprovided - Tur He
(. . mmm the' combiitions of . pedple  tiied 1 Hreveit any wiskwardress o
‘ . T Hiey. nmlx VR umgllm l\m EXmi- l“mlmrmwnwm fow Ihem W .
x IR ' ple, they ﬂ’uglnl balunee u guest st he blogy is that 's guest at one ol
BE e indudum severl Mlls»l‘r progacions - Widen Vivivoa's. dinfers wai avgr -
o : pt,npiv with one or two uieler people  wheluwed hy,&hr towery wid foresahiy.
i .

Whm,xhr servaniy bmughl wul finges
by, uwlul bowls of waeter with,
flower .pcmh\ Huating umsdc -thg
Cuwedttuck guest, kwhed atound. net 1.
vosly, II!QM!H! ‘buwl 1o his lips and

yinnonsthy anvet Yhe o onivoversial Pyt
and Changes the suiyec

!ndlﬁﬂ ihe Iubﬁ“i

hatt timu @ hoss ,.ugd hosalews
night b umplﬂi s dhunt Shey haes
lw thett jobs tixo well, T whiber
S1hey afe wrhsuyted, !hw ‘Hegats bngey
mﬁ
He lkrl gumg o gite aue b soem
mgly vblivioys gligels & hant Qe
'jihl !!gn‘j!ﬂp tor claay the hlb‘ﬁ willine -
wiough U owot, o suhile semaek Nie
W et @ gredt Sidne we be Had today!

but ot wo. far abead w o make it
nwkward lar ljncn § vefiuse Il iRey
pmler ot 4o cpink. - (1¢ hatd i day
your're sy - thred)
wdvayy ) A week ot

in udvame

The hiust reatémbers 1o ckplum
detgil the directivons 1o, his homl
thie guests huve, iyt vivited befyte. s

migh( even | um!l: the:n with o map

‘drunk o dhemupm Jueen Viclo-
sin il ilwuumm Thei grasivus

sonths o woman undeistuot the lmpug!mof

.rvulqmg her Huesly at gase.
mm sbout !uod?

I pfsmnmg the ksul, his guem
meklemu wret gkl hime's e
- vomsiderations l!f trien’

.
I

Elosw wa've nmin@ml ostir s esierpaeny T
wiight ey the: trick, lheu My e,
tusmivg the time, A Bt koo he gam |,
enferiuin e goeste e Wiliingly

. pest time il they don't sresetay S!\s!!
‘ﬁumw thiy iimt




. \maldiltsl & preny el pregnan-

wy In T3, though, it waumm
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R Sokis- ?&mm i'&i.

_Jesus plubably spul .um
" warm personal imw!ﬂ,dgc iia

P

“haw _many. challcnmng and.
demundln; uum um.l wkills effec-

4 . " N B . e
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[ the nuht direction. ‘Fhey prized extension of (wd's greul plun  discoume of Luke 15:8-9: “Or. = .
‘ - vbcdicht, stably children. ‘They ©  (Matt. 1:18). This required men-” whut worman, having ten silver
N v believed that expunding und ' tal toughness, tuct and sensitivity  ooins, i she loses one coin, doey
N improving o child’s mind was u - few mortals |mm:w not light a lamp, sweep the house, |/
S _Tull-time job (Prov. 23:26). They Mury ciume through wigh?lly.  und. neek diligently until shie finds .
) . strived w ctudicute the-bad lmlbma < ing colors (Luke 1:309! 'THe mis-  it? And, when she has found it,
, 1 Yy 1 o O .
by ol the neglected thld 3y 'rov. + guided veneration given her by shie calls her friends and ncigh- '
; . , 2%:18). somg religionists should not blind .wrx topether, saying, ‘Regpice
) v They were happy ln work . usto her high hunun gualities of — with me, for 1 «hnvc mund the . ¢
, 3 quictly, out of ¥ic limelight, pro-  compotence and mulhcm}cdncss. " piece which 1 lum!’
. = viding the support, cncouruge- mugine being choygr as the » Where did Jdsus derive these :
' ! mient and corrgCtidn thut all chil- mnllmrnl the Sayior o humanity.  insights into nortinl family life? .
o ey requive (Prov. 29:07). Theyr What a sl’umnduu& responsibility!  — Mary, evidently widowed from an'
¢ ' wurin atpitudes, their calm Hmulduily., she had the cuffe his- - curly age (Matt, 12:47)% must
o ; strength provided their homes  torics of righteoys Sarah, Rebe-  huve been the source of mn!ﬂ ol .
* with u bickgroumd atuutphere of \(h *ld llunnuh\%ilgum from (1  them. 1t o gowl thing for God's ' &
ufmcl umhdmw and Stability, li IS Al these mothers | q’amlhm she ;;ﬁn'l feel her cum- '
: 4‘4 whhey ¥ WeIg an ove jm witk Source  received children, through divine ined roles us hmemaker, moth-, '
‘ . ol sulace, waswers ang) kind diree- - inte gntion (Ps. 1119), , er, counsclur, dymestic enginoer, L
y Lo, P . cl the tone und atmvaphere of  nurse, clerk, teacher, home ecun-
“ " , bilse G w net cite thew ary’s rather Lupe houschold uthist, cook, scamstress, dietiting, \ '
. s conspicuously  ay e!dmmﬁ'ﬁfc Mttt 385800 had o be extra physical education adviser all /[
st hicrs (l’mv 220 - Espgigal. She had to purture that of the joubs that muke up the. dmly Ay ¥
I vl R \mnn fiist huw fl 15t aned vigorous vet brilliant lot of the “evervday housewife” /
o b gn awlulis ANty st nate dpereeptive dlgld Who grew up ~were beneath her, uhimportant |
. M 1 somciimes, vy Jegudul, with  thasaless Sevior of ay sl What  wr unchallenging. 1%, 4 good | y
B 1 Gond's help, pduluced o Jusiah, - adusk! thing that Jesus® mother didn't
* - What un examnpic! © With Caal's, help Mury wuc. © xeek status o fullll!mcm chse- .
’ ' ' S S wamien have uctu Yly ' eeedelh As »ulnld Jesus reflected where,
Ty ﬂ('-' lk’lpv;d alied the comrae ol histury  $sodnd, parental teavhing and Whate mlahl Crond'y Wnﬂx be
L e ihmugh thesr chaldren' Jonhebed amiruclion By the age ob 12 the tday?
! A ) Wi ane ol Shew () 2 0020) This  leataed dunilors of Jaw sl alupc“ © Jesus vhvmuulv respesied this
“-!E o TN ‘unumguum migligent Fevite  bed al s fmopght (Lyuke 2dn), < —ticiligent, weosible woian (Luke
IO L v‘,huhumlul the e sl pulivy Fewuw stabde e il emer ey ‘7“:!) He hiyw her deep reserves
o i ol e vl pageens (bl 120) uulm:ul_v s dlis deac g Think:  ful winer sisenpth wnd quiet conh- ’
v s With Cieal’s help, Jochehed about it Tor & momen deove, He }lﬁn\v how often she
LI L ompimbesl, o plan whesehy  her Remember the spistual prands- _amd b suboedinate her deep feel 1
ey - : ‘;;\_!,‘Mﬂuu!d wat Dby eugsive  ple He gleaned Toom one of the  ings in o humble susrender 1o the .
. A Cbut e sewicd by bes Read The  moal conimon hodscholl Chores, - sumelimes psteriphis ways of C
~ . Vohsnlw ascenng catelully n Ve ;mhhmg old gurnmienis (1 uhe Guard (1 ubke AZ.,H\_.VM»QU, F2:A4. !
| dus 1 fasl blossed hey Luth &ml Sy ¢ ‘ 803, Jesun’ favt eMithly thoughts ;
. i & Cbmohde e gl S WD Nhe ie gt o Certwraly the newiness odis |, revolved anund the wonian who ‘
g o Rriowa fo Buinse Tisiotisny plaved aitee the marale ol the  helped tesin.and inspire Him and '
v | gt M us peomnancntly s dibed by ée selloc iy the peysonality of @ whe stuck with P fo the bitler
: . - Cavnd's  grigigunal Fiaall of Im‘v well tramod oIsihd (Mg, 1317y, end (Juhn §9.25), ¢ven in p‘mml \’/ .
B “lﬂv L (3 y Then thery ax the sumple. . spizstynl blindacsa, -
' © ey seof m‘hiﬁ LET] Yo JEL T | huvm spuey, sconnnt ol e aeigh. Mary was @ fiving Taltibwent
: Chmstoss prostest Peaders 8t Buopbarowisy Shiee Boases fremn b Proverbs 2424 2% Fhe
v 22y B maging wan Bloses® 0 Wis Qiesed o gibe el of (e father of the pighteous will
: ; E\Nhen worle sfstey ol maviasiony wighel, presbably o wara reooller ,IQNE} !G‘NKQ and he who b‘faﬂ‘
N " |Imlnul!lu!h mstelled €00 w0 - teom Frems Chiest's chaldhosd s wisg chld wsll dehyhi in hlm
! Latpa degree by bivs ol, RLLED P daunt.  m nong the aemmmn people o Ie ael’ I‘a! | geaian
[ | T YT B I estunie (F wke 115 WY, b glnd aaul it her who buu: ymi
: - Mary's Im “\“Pm role S What whout the pasabde of the - fejoive.” . ‘
| -7 ety impuriant role womsan s arcfully measuring the S
: oo seitgnty Grend chose ever mgeedients foy thier pieRgreN ot The virhmuo woms .
' wlled in wofpse chiflicule path than  ameal (BMain. 15117 See Bow Proverbs V11031 "presents a '
Cilag et Bagy. she mether ol T e anabogice sevedled w festo bralliam digl testeful tribyje to ' .
‘ Jesun, ShE bl 1o cm!uzg sneers  Dand cequiimiane wuh wareal o the best that is.in women. Let’s
and <arCazlini liuauw of what was . | houscwerh § teview thin section 4ind nutice e
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v

tive mothers und homomukers
must exomplify,
 “The word virtuous'in Proverbs
31:10 wetually cpveys more thun
moral purity. it also impllcu
for¢efuiness or Brength, “Full of
mental gnergy” i how Adum
Clarke's Commentary defines
this word, Pethups “oapuble” is o
goud modern rendering,.
Verse 12 celebrates stability,
- consistency and  niaturity: “She

doges him gowd and lpt evil all the -

duys of her life.” ‘I'his- model
wonn is not a shallow person.
She puts first lhings tirst, She

‘knows her peiorities. She derives |

her emotional. und myuholuguuxl
sustenance {roin sccmg her fami-
ly succted.~This is. the first but
T muost importunt nbscrvulmn!'

Theretore she “jwillingly
works”, ut fier huum.huld dutiey
' fverse I)) She has vision. This is
-seen from her enthusiastic devo-
tion tu sometimes. tirewine nd
unghmorous chofeg '

Thihk whut eformous finuncial
suvings cach yedr derive from. a
wile's dﬁlgcm patching, scwjng,
shumpuoving, refinishing, polish-
ing und scrubbing. Maintenunce

v Livery mun should apprecintt this
continual contribution the
erbys 31

wont

© prevents gpeedy deteriorgtion. -
Xﬁ

rov-

*no lugk of gin™,
(vqrsc ll) .

shops fur bnrgums (verses +14-10).
She has 4 keen eye for cndunng
counnodities, alert 10 the'expand-
ing ‘nocds of her growing family.
No wonder she is int “good shaps
physically (verse 17 she is u fit,

4o healthy person who likes the outg -
; wﬁ {verse 16), not a sglf- .
; STP recluse (8. of Sol. 1:6), .

¥ The virtuous woman shops for
_ 1 the best quality her budget aliows
(I’rov 31:18, 21), and:she has-

-4 ﬁ ‘No wonder! |~ ¢ What a future is yours if you ¢an  20)?. 0
o \‘ 10 3 : P “rﬁo‘aooomwa Oclobu«Novmbpr 1983
) 4 P d . \ |
U I ¢ (1 aa - Sy ‘( e —_ e
./'—’ -\i l' i ’ . M ! - 4 L d
F‘ ‘ l; N N T N T ]
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. truly needy (verse 20)*Yet she is .
no do- goo;h,r or gadabout (I Tim.,
5!‘13)

: mukmg and tailoring skills sup-
- plement the “family ihcome ™ —
note the surplus commodities
. (Prov. 31 :24).
f‘vknown in- the gates” (verse. 298/

. Supermen -

- hon‘lc (Prov. 11 2‘))‘?

he
umkcs luqth(, fulmly

" wof right pride for ‘parents..
J dey;m;xmtlumuwkand frustra-— " ehild rear

She is ;’)roductlvc Her dress-

“Her husband is

\

Yet how muny ngen !mlluhly
isgueleh the tulents am‘& | ubilities of
their wives, unwisely' belicving
that they —- the all-powerful
must huve complete
charge of every last detail in the

'The suthor Sef Broverbs
knew women better thun that. He
respected their intelligence: “She
dpens her mouth with wisdom™
(Prov. 31:26). Hé could see from
‘thc nvuny exumplca sho set that

“on hcr tongue is the law of kind-
ness.

Emphasis on éhlld rguﬂng

o Her children rise up and cull

her blessed” (verse 28): The chil- *

dron don't fear school.. They ure
- intellpetively curious from an car-

dy age.” Why? Thdir, mother
doesn't believe In lcmng young
iminds stay idle (verse 27)! There-
fore it's certain that “she s
réjmcc in time to come"! (Verse
25)."The real payol! fop a success-
ful mothéer comes years down the
line, us well us g?)od report curds
in the short run.

Why? Because the explmts of ¢
her oflspring provide joy und st

schilfen are o healthy source of
interest und fhscination to*people
+jin their senior yeurs — a source

tion' that serior citlzens \cun foel

today tould be cushidned tremen-
- dously by the Juhllutmn that dili-

gent purents expericnee in thbir

extended fampiligs, attending -
joyous weddings, occasionally .

buaby-sitting grandchildren and
cven offering financial  assistunce
(Prov. 13:22)

)

.Grasp God's p‘grupui;tlvg

No ‘wopder Paul wus s0-

sources-left-to- hel;ﬂhe—emphat:e—“l—wrﬂ—&herefﬂr
_the younger women marry, bear‘

children, - gmde the house” (I'

im. 5:14,/AV). -And, *Admon-

ish the young wonien to love their

‘husbands, to love their chifdren,

to be discreet, chaste, humemuk-

i, good, obédient to their ‘own -
husbands” (Tit. 2:4-5). ',
Mothers -and- homemuakerssy,,

(¥

3l

ull,

life (verse 31). buccusst.ul\

v

o

\ sfrusp God's perspective on your .

(vital purpose! Here ure three

wuyu to help erystallize your pri-

orities, to help couhteract the
propugunda that surrounds us:

- 1) Never dbwngrade your

respom'lbilil y In your own miind.

sanctity of the family,*remember
‘Gud libels our world as modern

. Sodom #nd Gomorrah (11 Tim. '

3:1-4). You uren't’ missing a
thing,. A
= God has somethmg much: betn

ter w ullcr peuce ufd fulfiliment

no blessings for all eternity’
lhrou the fumily uait (Prov.
* 23:17-18)..

their traits into your life. A

““As he thinks in his heart, so is
he’! (Prov 23:7). How dd'tennis
‘pluyers ‘improve their gnme?

They watch ghe pros, read their

books, study their moves.
Mothers und hgm?pmkeru need
to rogulurky ‘read Proverbs“31,
Ruth, Esthgr, 1 'lxmothy 5, ‘Titus
2. With tfe help o‘iu concor-
dance, study the (m of Safuh,
Rebekah, Rpchel, Hannah und
ry. Make them armchair come

mg Write down their strong
inty, the legons they learned,
eir hlcssmg\or fu:th(‘ully aup«

,wl‘:&:on for the ‘second half ofﬁfgx::mnu ‘Tuké notes on your reud- -
1

porting their Nusbunds,
3) Don't' oy

While seciety downgrades the

2). btudy godly WOMEN,; butld_‘

@le vmon in-

Dishes, scuttercd toys, inessy

ealities, They are vivid, imniedi-
“ate und must be dealt With.

- But apply Proverbs 29:18.
Tud’sy you may be only trying to
get your 8-year-old son 1o pick up
“his_overcoat, but the .prmclples
you ire teaching ure neatness and’
rcspunmblllj,y These lust' for all |
eternity. I'ry to see things in the
light of buildmg pcrmunqm c,lrura

future children of (;od and yuu
will be mom vigilant, more moli-
" vated.
Mothers am!/
awzke (v your hlgh (&
surrender your. birthright! The

makers.

cffurt now. Haan't Gyl Himself
“promised- it (Prov

clothes — these wure.the present |

ng!,.l':km‘t'
future payolls ‘are wurth every:

22:17 -




I e

e ew Christiuns oiten
] Qlisk: *When I read
the Old 'It.bldmuﬂ

e

1o how can 1 know t‘h; differ-

.~ ence between the ceremon-

i, ial luws no.longer binding

on the Church, and those
. laws that "have .lulhumy
today?™”

Christian gmwﬂ) dépmds in
~ o SmgH mewsure bn under-
,s{anduég the ‘answer to this

busic question, .

. Ten Commandments
JJavg suthority

The' patriprel {\brnh!m kept

Have Authonfy '

Here is; how you can know which laws in the Oold .
. Testament were changed or are no longer necessary,
“and wh:ch we are commanded to ob.serve today!

&

E— Y.
By Herman L. Hoh \

el

Proplicts. 1 did not: come to .
dculruy but to Iulﬁli“ (Matt
S17).
Gods C hurch beligves Duwd
- It behieves Jesus. bt does what He
cominunds. 1le iy, after ull, the
“ Heud of lhc&mreh «of Gud!

Other laws\besed- on
Ten Commandments, |
Abrshum kept the Ten Com-’

¢

‘mandpients. He also kept God's
What were

statules and luws,
“these stistutes and luws?

In uddition to the brosd princi-
ples of the l\en Commundments,

laws and !ﬂl!ll.llf! anew to dhe

Isruclités. Ancient Isracl had log

much ef the knowlcdgc of Gud's

‘ways while in Egyptian bondage.
Natice, however, that God was.
revduling luws that were’ ulrcady

_in force.

.

In “Exodus mzs God t,hul-
lenged Isracl, “How long do you
refuse to. keep My commund-
ments und My Ipws?™ ¢

“Isruel could not refuue whn
did ndt exist!

"bln IExodus 18:16 we reud thug

oses, expluined 10 his futher-in-
law what he did when the people
hpd-a dispute: “I muke know thé

" statutes of God and His laws.”

Both these instances occurred

A

i ] m—tmxcms ABrahant
' obcycd My voice,” waid fiod,

“and hept-My chafge, My com-
- mandihchits, My stmuyn und My .-
~laws” (bien. 26:8
o Gad's, "basiv s
regulutes hun

firitboul Liw', thate
y lifo i uulhurlh(

live, Il i ﬂy, and, just and
©ogoud,” sdid Paul'in Rumuns 7:12-
14, This luw is sumined up iji the

“Ten Commundments God gave w0
- lsruel on Mt Sinai. The Ten
Commundmenty were not now .

Grind gidve o the putrigrchs stat-
“utes-for the gencral well- -being of -
the. people, together mth judg-
ments fur the protection-gf every-
one’s legal rights. g ,
Stuarures ure legyer eXpressions
> of u lawmaker, usuully command: -
“ing or Torbidding * that certain

binding decisions of udyes bused
on God’s previously revealed law.
“ These" d:usmrq are uscd to scttle
" similér_future dispuics and to

befure" the nution reachey Sinai
. bcfurc the covenant was
.mnde '

. As theue stufules .m‘d luws .

-enintey before the covenant mude
at 31}11;. they were nut thereby
abolished in' A.D. 81 wf\he death

“of Christ. The Ol Covenant
. things . be done.. .fu}lgmgni.s ure

could nol,destroy what it did not
brwz force.
€ Old Covenant, emember.

WIS a4 marridgel agreement in

wlnch

~daly ﬁﬁ written, codified ion()!n,
which Ged spukc un) wrote thcm
Cwas flew.

David wis insplied to wme
“All his' commandmients are sure.
They stand fast for ever and cver, .
. and arc dong. in' truth and
urﬂrlkhlncss“ (Ps. 11178, Au-
_ thurn;cd Version). .

Jesus said: “Do, fot thmk thut l i
camé tordestroy the Iaw “r the

U
’

atnonnpmsee <2 s s i o imen el ',‘, [

The ( JD W\,NS _Oc_tober»Nﬂvmr;bm 1983,

render u scntence op verdict. »

In ‘gengral the Ten (‘ummapd
ments apply &0 ‘individual coii-
duct, the stalmgs 1o national or
Church uflwirs and the'judgments
to deqjsmns rendered uccording
to the principlesf the Ten Com-
qmndments ahdy the statites:

' The_world hatf
frbm, the tristh by '\he days of*
MOscs that God hnd reveal Mis.

rayed so far

Husbangd, and He, in turn, pfom- .
‘ised to_provide fo aL t the nation! To .
obey the Husbadad meam to keep
<God’s
l‘of@c’ :

Magnifying the: Iaw '

First Commnndmen;
. L

"y

Eternal (Chirist) wh . was thc

laws: that werc already in . w

S I

D

_The statiites. and lesser. lnws of - -
God magnify the Ten Conimand- -

,: . . . i




" says, ‘for c,x'unplc. “You shall
have ‘no other gods before Me”

» ing annual festivals mugmfy this

R prmuple —- explain how, in a

. 4 sitive wuy. to ensure'that one

PR rshlm the one true God;

"Thrcc ‘times yoy shall ‘keep o}

. \/ﬁ.usl to Me in the ycur" (Ex.
C 2314y,

| Many additional laws - sich

o * as Exodus 22;16, 19, for ox.nnplc

: | p\:_tﬁy in greater 'dotdll how

Y ...zht, ‘principle of the S¢venth Com-

*You shall not com-

. b applied in various instunces.

‘ _vision for additional judgmepts to
4 beestublished over'the centuries.

smm bdsui on " God's

pre-

Bu wht.nfdl th curnal cere-

BY

;. Levi¥ytat priesthood bcgm? When
! did'they célise to havyg for¢e und.
i © U Ueffect? And how can we dibtin-
: guish tﬂom from the statutes and
luws that existed before the cove--
© nant made at Sinai?. ‘

3

~~ . When did saerificiel "
R laws begin?, o
A : When God brought l\r.u:T to

the foot of Mt Sinai, Fle guve the

' (Ex. 20:3). The statutes regard-

yndipent,
}It adultery” ‘(Bx. 20:14), is to-

Notice also thut God mage pro-

PO (sc}c Numbirs.&7:6-11, for exame, .,
E The Judgmmw dre binding

fices.. Byt this: command 1 gave

them, "Oboy my voice.. .. and
“walk in all the way that 1 uom=
mind you,
with you' "Z(Bevised- btundnrd
nVcrmon)

- God*did nldt command these .
dded rsacrifices. t6. be Sfforell ™

, orig,imllly. This_explains why
none of thége tempbrary sacri-
fices were pe petuuled by differ-

cnt symbols in the Ncw Testa-

ment Cliurch,” *

* .Only the Pussdve® is continucd -

— with the different New Testa-
.ment symbols of unleavened
- bregl and wire. Why is the Puss.
pver wnlmucd, todiy? Becuuse it
began before ‘the covenant at
‘Sinai 'way made! (Scesits institu-

+ clites left, Bgypt.)'The

“onlyg and nu for the teporary,

monids and sacrifices of the\  Leviticul offerings, is préof that

the cercmonial ©Old Testament
oﬂc.rmg: are pot bmdmg “today,
but that the
~Testament forn, is binding!
Paul cxpluins #hat vhe) tempo-

rary rituals, and ﬁdcrlm.cs were -
afterward *‘addéd - because’ ol‘ :

‘trunsgressions” (Gal. 3:19) -
*becuuse God’s spu‘ jpual” luw was
being brpken &0 last ‘until
+ Ch#ist ghould come. They fore-
shudowed ' the sicrifice of Christ

at it may be well .

tjon in l*xodu»\ 12 Before the Isra- .
very fuct.

hyt-Jesus subspituted ullcavened
bread und wink for the Pussover -

vgr,'in its New

4 Becuuse the childeen of, Israel
were without promise*of the Holy
Spirit.
tHemselves in mtunl obedicnce
L to.God. (Dt,ul ?9 4),
formed® ritualistic washings und .~

cal types instend - us u type of
the true spiritual wurshlp to cone
(John 4:24).

They netded to besrerminded of
Josus' then future sacrifice, *so
God _gave them .phis
the “luw of Moses,” till the Seed
should come” ((xul\B 19).

- Toduy, however, we offer ‘\il‘“!‘l*

PRI oll‘crmgz, und uug.nhces
care being “built intu, ﬁoly
priesthood, to offer -apx['nuul LT
" rifices aceeptuble to. God through =
Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 2:5, RSY).
" Wauro {o present gur bodics u
living sucritice, Joly, c,ll pléus-
ing to6 God, our 'spiritful service .|
(Rom." 12:1). .
= It is u spiritual pifciple to
. oller one's self in living obedience
o sucrifice the self -—-to God,

receive such: service.

**But,”” some have uské’d

“weren't the Leviticul sucritices”™

_ordained forever?” Let Uslook at
what the Bible rcully suys. We
muy find some surpriges.

Yes, the Bible does duy that the
sucrificiul rites and othq,,r l‘l!.uu]ib~ K
tic fungtions belong to the Liéviti-

the ﬁtatu&%nd judgménts ‘that.

. the ‘pegp dn’t want o heur
- ¢ directly. from .God (Ex 20-24). .
© v . Thegee statutes and Judgmcnts
. 'mugmi‘y thu Tcn (,ummund-
' T, ments. '

only one sucrifice montioned. thus

- far in the book of thg law —— the
" Passover sacrifige (Ex. 23: 18').-'
Y Gud gallud it *My sucritice.”

I

1o be include
© faade ut Sinal *bu) it. was niot
\ instituted by that covgnant..
N Néxt,, turn to Jéremiah 7:22-

... Ten Comnundmens to them. He .
<1 . allowed Moses to declarg to Isruel

Lo - Now noticé uxrcfully, There is

bgypt, wet,ks bg fﬂrc Sinui, ll haﬁ '
in the covenant -

b3
-and were a.“reminder of sing” to

teuch the people: the: need of the .

" Mossiah the ‘true Pussovcr“
* Lamb {—bio would pay the pgh-
“alty of” humyn tranngreqmqn

(ch 103 10) ‘

* Notice that these témporury
~rituals did nov define sin. Thcy
wetg remindérs of sin. God’s spir-
Jitual laws define sin. The laws

» that define sin — that explain .-

* what sin is - lhese l;\ws we are to

l}crqd'\\mmﬂls and other physi- ‘_

icul typesein

so-they per- .

v

]

"Thgy could not nffgrk ¥

Gohl Almighty is worthy to  ~

x

-

cal pricsthood ferovgr. But
nowhere arc the - cnple com-.
:d {o offer bloody sucrifices
o forayer. Let us understund the .
refxﬁmgmhcumé of the.llcbrew:
/waf olam, transiated ™ fordver.”.,"
It mgdns, gontinuous,* 5o long as’
* the factui‘a*mvolvcd exigl.”

Take, ‘for example, the thm:g. o
statetnents found in_ Exodys 21:6,
Leviticus 25:46 .and Deu \'m'm-

T my 15:17. All three speak of en..

- hﬂlﬂﬂ t forev-

Ca

+. "~ The pnnclp!c of volun&ury

ﬁffcrmg of sucrifices -existed -
‘before Moses. Abel made offer-

Sacrifices foryvor? v

»
ol

2~

A

Lr, which - obvmusiy can only
meun. continuou$ until the death '
of oné of the partiés, '

. Now what factors’ nidy. Ilmlt
the duration of the nﬂcrmg of

- “23; Listen 'to wh.n the inspired | ings W God, forvinstance (Gen. . sderifices? One, the péed of &,
‘g, N ., Jeremiiah wrote: “For in the day ' 4:3-4)." But«in the period from- % physicul human priestficod. Two, _ o
: i . . Ahut 1" brought them -out ‘of the Muses {p.Christ the pructice of | the need for sacrifices.JAnd, three,, i D
S ! o Jand-Of Egypty} - did - ndt - giving oﬂcrmgs was reduced- toa - the cxmtenceﬂf‘ atemple ar labcraa—fffrlvjfvl‘v‘ —
RSN ,speuk or commaid. them con- . ntﬁnjmu. plgne and: regulatcd in- mpcl\ U
o .cerni urnt offerings and sacri- great detmiﬁlhv‘? . ‘.o .+ In'other words,as Iong'as sacria N
e R T - T L S R rneéoogNEWS Oclobnr-Novembcr 1963 Ll
Y . - . . K R .
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. A“A : - . e . ot N 2 “ . ( .
. 3 o . . . .
] . . . N - L - . . N - . . e - f‘ ) .
g . e . 5 . “ ,
‘ fices cre offered, the funktions of

: ) the chyracier o" (md resins {Jer, 7:229 The faw of Moses was
0 tiie physicud priesthood wil] never

.mbmlzm tire civii faw, buwed on

‘ uhichanging -(Mai. 3:6, Heb.
be transferred from the. f.lmily of  (13:8), (md‘s spx?:m.ﬂ s cannot

Levi. dt jw theirs forui’ “For'it thiﬂbk‘
He [Chris{] were arth, Hc
» ¥would ndl be a ésl since there
_are, priests whd ofler the gq‘)
au.mdmg to ‘the law’ (He
ot 4) !
ﬁhku.al pncwthuod is
Aaren’s, of the tribe of Levi. The
splmua! priesthool is Jesus’, who
is of the order of Mcluhutdel\
not Aaron.
Wihtat is the purpage of a prlesl-
" hood? To offer sacrifiees and (0
" act on behalf of men'in relation to
God (Heb. 5:1,
long do physical offerings’ as
reminders of sin sneed to be

made? Paul tolls us, “Now where

¢ fleshly ordinunces Iﬁ}pﬁ&&d until

‘. were only those ordingnees regu-
8:3). But how

“the principies of the Ten Coni
mandments. These civil statutes
and judgprents ure abwo right and
. F49:7:-8). Swmg, $l those
Wil daws mere ncluded o thes
covenant mude at Sinai H\?: 21-
24) and others were prom ted
at bater times @Dt .P fal-
lowiny chapters, for example).-
Afrer the radfication Yol the
Sinatic Covenant {Ex. 24), the _.
© Levitical priesthood was estib-
lished und the luws regulating
offerings were added to the law of
Maoses (Ex. 28:1). (Before this
* tine offerings were voluntary and
young men were pncs(s — Ex.
24:5.)

mtual laws ﬁisﬂng sheﬂ
fmm o!hnrd

y K
ln Hebrews 9 910 we read of
the material. glils and sacrifices,
which included “only ... foods -
and drinks, m,muus uashmg,s and

the time of rqjumuu«m N
Notice that ‘these temporary *

laws did not pertain to merder of

theft, or Subbuath breaking but

lating meat and. drink offerings
and. differént washingg or ablu-
‘tions of the unclean. (These ;
external waghings were a type of

Therefore the law of M#ses has__ -

“\ ‘ th;m is remission of these [sins], ' the-Holy Spirjt- cleaning us up. more than.one part’:
Yaoe \ tifere is no long;r an offering for -~ from- within,) -, Notice God's definition of the
' sha” (Heb. 10:18)] ) “Any other laws not included in  original part of that law-irgMala-
. o offer sacrifices today as  Hebrews 9:10 were not part of  chi 4:4, RSV “Remember the

L ) reminders of sins already paid fot
- co by Jeésug, who gave His hf in full
S ‘ payment for all sins, is ‘fieedless

the rituals added hecause of sin!
Remember-this point!
It will help you 1o know which

law of my servint Moses, the
statutes and ‘ordinances that |
commanded mm at Horeb for all

' after A.D. 3}, when Jesus died to | rites-in the Old Testament were  Israel.”
‘ pay for the sins pf'the world. God' .added" to the statutes and judg- This law we are not to forgea
signaled this fa{t to the Jewsdn . ments dlrcday in existence. Wel\are to keep it! “w

B t added Jdater 6 this faw -
other statutes regulating

ltoying. mc“destruc-

m'm of the T& le. ‘What is tha law of: Mosn?

) . ) P " Moreover, sinct the Holy Spir- - Somc\ pcoplc are easnly con- matenal rituals, such as saeri- .
. p it was made available to-mankind  fused by the trick argument aof fices, lighting of c.andlcs burning

) . beginning Pentecost, Jyne- 17 . some that the Ten Command-  incense and vatious washings for
A.D. 31, physical offerings and = Aientsabe the law of Mosts. They  the uncleap. This -almost unno-

“read in Luke. 2:22-24 that the
ordinances of the “law of Moses”
- are also calied part of thc “law of ,

various washings, which are types
; of the Holy Spirit, are no longer
. © . needed.and hence no longer bind-

[} ¢ il acto nyQo

“ticed fact, that the law of Moses
was composed of two “distinct
parts — the civil and the ritualis-

e Lo nrr‘l hdd = 115 i5 What eﬂhses 30 "H:Ch
Whyis the “law of Moses“ also dﬂﬁcuhy in undcrstandmg

 toexist.” -

The ritoal-laws were subject to.

change because they were only
types of the promised seed, Christ -
(who was to take upon Mimself
““the sins of the world), and of the
.Holy Spirit, which would régen‘
‘erate men spiritually. :

~ When the circumstances were
a.l‘lcrcd' in A.D. 31, at the cruci-

further us¢ when the Lamib of
God dicd for our sins and..the
- Holy Spirit became available. '

But what about splrnual.

laws? -

Spiritual laws dcbcnbe thc very
character of God. Fhey enable us
-to know what God is like. Since

4 Becduse all law comes from God!

.‘merely told the people the laws

) fixion and on Pengecost, the obli- - ments thy
‘4 gation to practic§ the “ritualistic
— ituals-had-ne—fere

. that God spoke : -the Ten Com-

‘o "o .
called the “law of the Lotd Part of law of "0!.'

still in fcm:g :

. Jesus said thc two great com- .
- mandments were love to God and
lové ‘to neighbor. Do you know
from where He quoted these.
laws?s - .
. Out of the book of the law —
the lrws that Moses spoke to the
. ! Read it'in Leviticus 19:18 -

Meoses was not the lawmaker!. He

God set in motion (John I 1‘7)
However, the Bible niever cally
-the law of Moses the Fen Coin-
mandments. The law ‘f Moses
comprises civil statutes and“judg- .
‘God gave him to com-
to the people. The ‘dif-
thetaw-of M
and the Ten Commandments is

_funicat

my 6255
“In 1Y John 5 and 6, God com-
mands Christians to obey these
. two'basic laws that He' communi-
" cated fo the péople by Meoses: In
Il Kings 23:25, Josiah is praised

mandments; but “Moses delivered

the statutes and judgments. _
When Moses first delivered the

statutes and judgments, the law cause he did so. .

of Moses had no sagrifices con-/, INouce how plaifi it is. The civil

nected wnth it. Jeremibdh said so. N (Cantmued on page 19)
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h ‘on your tefevision pro-

./ .1 cofme from the Bible.

AS-

‘ Ouesttons %Afe Asked

. Abour this tmw each year our Personai N
' _ (‘()tﬁ?p{)ndﬁ'nce Depar}mem receives — and answers — ‘

- -

. , i
\ .. ¥ve heard you say

: gram that Christmas
observance does not

Where does it come
from, then?
. Where Christnas cus- -
toms came from s realky
- = o secret. You can read
. the origins of Christaias |
< customs in encyclopedias
« .'w ead other reference
L ) “works. :
- The Enc'_;v'('lupae'did
= - Britgannica, for example, |
draws the reader’s atten-
tion these Tacts:
Chnslmfs customd are
. an -evolutisn {rom times
: s, that long antedate thd .
-——-*Ghn;;trm—pcfmd'*—
- descemt from  seasongl,
pagan., religious and. na- -
tional practices, hedged
-about with kgcnd and: traditipn”’
(IStht.d apt. “Christmas™).
" .IUs a-fact. At the end of
December and the beginning of
_January festive celebrations were

* taking p!acc in vanous nations of -

- Europe ™ ccnlunes before Jesus
_was born!
When that festive season rolled

— -+ around firrfe-chitdren- were-filted

+ with anticipation add excitement.
The whole family, got busily

involved in putting up decora- -

“tions. Boughs of heily and ever-
green were assembled and placed
about. the house. The mistletoe
was hung. A trée was chosen and
decorpted with ornaments.

T

merous inquiries regarding the coming holiday
season. Here are just a sampling. -

The end of December
‘vms an gspecml!y signifi-
cant time in the Northern
Hemisphere. The day
were short. The sun was

festivals of “thanksgiving
E  und encolliragement to the
.sun-were held. When, at
B 1he winter sofstice, the
days: began to lengthen,
there was great celebra-
tion lasting ‘into the first
pari of January. The sun
— the light of the world
-+ had been (re)born!
Such  festivities, once
. - meant to honor the sun
and its god, were freely .
adopted by' the spreading.
~and mcreasmgly popular

-

-

at its lowest point. Specnal‘ i

~

h was a season of giving and
: recgiving presents, a time to sing
songs. admire all the pretty lights
‘and burn the yule log. There were
“ parades with special floats, sump-
tuous rpeals and: mcrrymaking
.All this and Jesus wasn’t even
born yet!
In ancient times, many of the

L A

".{even though He was flot actually
-..born in December)?

The modern Christmas tree is
supposed to have originated in

Christian' teligion.
Why not, in. the same
way. honor Jesus — the
real Elight of . the world

German lands in the Middie
Ages. Since evergrechs were
green throughout the dead of -

wwinter, people looked ugn them |

as especjally imbped with life. It

—earth's inhabitants, realizing their
_dependence, upon the sun for
light, heat and the growmg of
crops, watched the sun's yearly
course in the hehvens with deep
interest. At different seasons,
feasts and celebrations were hcld

1o help; it was thou_ght the solan

orb on its way

.

—

was in honor of the ‘ree spiril or a
the spirit of growth and” ertility
that greenery was a prorhinent
part of ancient pagan winter cele- ;
brations.

The Romans tnmeed trees 3
with trinkets and toys at that tim¢é ;

of the year. 'The' Druids ucdo

gilded apples to tree branchcs To#
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certahﬁpﬁes an evergreep dec- ®

_orated with orbs and other fruit-

“like objects symbolized the tree

of life in th¢ garden in Eden.
Branches of holly and miistletoe

were*likewise revered. Not only .

do these plants

emain green
through the wi

er mogths, but
they actually béar frtit at that
time, once aghin a type .of the
spirits of fenility Still today,
. catching someone under a branch

of mistletoe_can serve as a conve—'_

‘nient sprmgboard for romantic
activity.

Few people stop to''wonder
‘what in the world such stranfe
customs have to do with the bikth
of Jesus! :

The ancients lit festive fires in
the fast part of Dcccmber to
encourage the waning sun god,
just .as Christmas bonfires, can-
" dles and other lights burn today.
- at the same time of the year. Use
of the “yule fog,” part of the
Uyuletide” season, hearkens back
to the ritual -burning of a care-
fully chosen log by the Druids.
"The 'word yule comgs Trom the
old Ang!o Saxon word, Aweol,
] meanmg “wheel,” a cound wheel
- being an appropnatc symbol ‘for
the sun.

You thoughl lhe Christmas

" shopping spree was a 20th cen- .

. tury phenomenon?

Listen fo how fourth-century
writer Libanius described: end-of-
the-year gift-giving and partying

- these winter visitor

L.

Of all times in the year, it was " |

indeed the season to be. Jolly.
Drunkenness was ‘widespread.

Fortunately, however, the modes’

of transportation-in those days did
not lend themselves to the high
rate of drunken-driver-induced
traffic fatalities that are pazt of
the Christmas -season il many
nauons today..

An nmportam part of the pagan
harvest festivities — beginning in
October-November with what
has _become Hallowecen — in-
volved good and bad spirits. In
gan) lands, visitors — ysually

tngers of good' or evil — made

their dppearance in the winter
. scason. Through blending pagan
legends with traditions about ]

saints, certain figures emerged,
with similar personalities. We

" recognize them today in different

nations as ‘Santa “‘Claus. Father
Christmas, St. Nicholas, St. Mar-
tin, the Weihnachtsmann, Pere
Noel. Whatever name‘is uséd, all’
Aulfill a simi-
lar role. These fictional persons

— *“Christianizations”’ of the- .

pagan Ge:‘manic‘dci!ics — clearly
perpetusc certain folk-ritual
taemes wittein varying degrees

of rewards and punishments were’

dealy out t the cclebrants.
Through the centuries these cus:

‘tomns ‘came to be centéred around

children. . _
It is not too hard to séca con-
neclion between Santa Gsing the

.The Bible does,

’ keepmg

heavens to visit homes and dis-
tribute favors or punishments.
Today he is welcomed in the
‘estern world each Christmas
season. :
+ Popular Christmas customs, as’
we can see, plainly reflect non-
Christian legends and practices.
Some of the very Christmas cus-
toms observed today were once
banned by the Catholic Council
of Rome, the English Parliament
and- the Puritans of New -
Engl.‘md The Bogaca! question to
ask is, What is there that is

- Christian about Christmas?

All right. So Christmas  is
baged on pagan traditions mg?
myths. What is wrong w!lh
borrowing some of those cus-
toms and using them to honor
Jesus on His birthday?

To begin with, the Bible

‘nowhere says Jesus was born

December 25. In fact, it doesn’t
tell us which day Jesus was born.
It doesn’t even tell us the month.
however, show -
that Jesus' birth did nor take
place in December or, for that
matter, . in any of the winter
months.

Jhis is clear from Luke 2:8.
When Jesus was born, “‘there -
were in the same country shep-
herds living out ip the fields,
watch over their flock by
mghl *The shepherds were living
out _in the open fields, sléeping

‘in the ancient non- -Christian
Roman Empire:
-may be seen ... well-laden ta-
bles. ... The Jmpulse Yo spend

seizes everyone He who through -

the wholeé year has taken pleasure
in.saving . . . becomes suddenly
cxtmvaganl A stream of
" .presents pours itself out en all
sides™ (as quoted in Christmas in
Ritual rid\Tr;'adition). :

[,Zvcryw.hcre,

chimney or the shoes and stock- |

ings hung by the fireplace and the
ancient superstitions about hearth
spirits. .For thousands of years,
especnally among the Chinese, it
was customary to sweep and

scour the house.in preparation for
. the visit of the hearth spirit. Each

year, .dressed in a' pointed, fiery
red cap and red jacket, this. fire

‘with their flock at night. As many
“Bible commentators admit, the

shepherds would not have been

doing this
. during the

god traveled from the distant | -

Th‘e Bible nowhere say.ﬁesus was Eorn
December 5. It doesn’t tell us which 4
anth Jesus was born. How- "~
ible-does show Jesus was.

not bom in any of the winter mdnths

1

©
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¢old and rainy winter months. it
was hard!) the kind of weather

for sledping out in the fields. Or -
for having a baby in a stable and -

“laying him in a manger (Luke
2:7)

So we know when Jesus was,
not born. If we, \ate - suppoged to

1
%
i
i
1

!
x‘
%

how. God views the pagan orifiins
“of- ChrﬁstmLs customs, be sure to

: -y
Truth abour Christmas. You | e
' may have a free copy by writ-

‘read. our. $ookiet.~The Plair

ing to our address nearest
you., :

Even though

Who can a'e(zy the fact that Chnstmas
is a crassly commercial holzday? Who
would not rather spend the money — a&
economic conditions worsen — on more
needful items, like heating"t‘he house?

- celebrate His birthday, w‘hy 4

doesn’t the,Bible give us the date
of that evem" Elsewhere in the
Scnpmres -when God revealed
‘certain days He wanted His

‘people to observe, no room was
left for*doubt as to when those -

days occurred. Information for

determining the éxact days for
celebration was abundantly clear -

and precise: “‘the fourteenth day
-of the first month’ or “count fifty-
days 10 the day™ or “in the sev-

enth month. on the first day of','
the month™ (see Lev. 23, -entire .

chapter).

The instructions were specnﬁc .
because’ God wanted His pepple
to observe those particular days. |
Why, -then: the silencéd as to 4

which day Christ was born? ..,
The plain truth is that the

Bible no:;;lcre commands us 1o |

observe-
place!
But 4n cven more nmpm‘tam

'rthdays in the ﬁrst

point- to consider is this: When |
Jesus’ name is applied to bor-.
rowed pagan ideas and practices,: |

does Jesus really feel honored?"
After all, it was Jesus

tom$ borrowed from other reli-
‘gions (Deut. 12:29-32). Time and
again He made it clear through
His prophets that He wanted His
people to remain .“cleansed .t
everything pagan” (Nech. 13:30).
qus is the same yesterday;
loday and forever (Heb. 13:8)!
For further -clarification a5 to

imself .’
‘ who told His people Israel not to -
. ——seek to- worshlp -Him—With—cus-—

of .

have geased to celebrate i

Christmas‘because 1 know the"
truth about it, is there any-

_thing wrong in continuing te

exchange gifts out of the:

- motive of giving rather*than
: wanting to foliow pagan cus-
-;toms?

There is nothing wrong

h
giving to others. Part of G\% k
~overail purpose for our existenc
- is that we learn to give instead of
-seeking to get.

. needs to be carefui about giving a
“gift around Christmas time.

But a Christian

" . The reason? Christians are to
be lights to the world. They must *

. set the example of .righteous liv-

ing. To engage in gift giving with

Mewhoar&celebsa&m&@hnsh— -
‘mas may give the appearance to
- them that you are participating”
_right along with them in Christ-

mas festiviti€s. .. ‘

. God tells us to come out of theg
) rehgmus system of this worid and
‘10 be

‘separate” (Il Cor. 6:14-
18). How can a person be sepa-

-rate from such goings on and con-
. tinue at the same time to dabble
“in them?

The ver_\;l idea of ‘exchanging’

—gifts is “based -of—an-erroneous—
-linterpietation of the Bible. The

giving of gifis by the Magi has
been used as justification for this

. custom, but what has been over-

looked is that the Magi did not

-exchange gifts among themselves. A
-Rather, they presented all their/

glfts “to him” — to Jesus (Matt.

'2!1)

How diffqrem from the mod-
ernr custom of trading Christmas

" gifts and giving nothing to Christ!

Even if it were appropriate to cél-
ebrate the birthday of Jesus. can
you - imagine a birthday celebra-
tion where all ‘the guests bring
gifts and. exchange those gifts
among themselves, and the per-
son they are supposedly horioring _
receives nothing? Doesn’t make
sense? Neither does the modern
custom of trading Christmas gifts'
while supposedly honormg
Christ.

-~ Why net give gifts “dt other
times of the year when they ‘will
,be appreciated as sppmaneously
smcere and heanfell"

How do | tell my friends 'and :
relatives that [ no longer wish
to exchangse presents?

With a smile! That’s right.
. Show -firmness, yet at’ the same
time be relaxed and friendly
about it.

One of the biggest mns.akes

--you can-make-is to come acrossas - -

a religious fanatic fired up with
purple-vejned emotion on the
subject. There's no need to make
friends and relatives feel con-
demned and guilty by what you
say. Your example will be testi-
mony enough to_them.

Most of them haven't the faint-
eft 'idea where Christmas customs




A - .
came from or why they are fol-

lowing them. It's mor¢ supersti-
“wtion than it is religion. They're
just doing what everyone around

them does. . '
If you haven't read aur reprint

article “Should You Try 10 Con- |-

vert Others?”
& copy.-

Many of the¢ problems arising
fropnehe Christmas season can be
reSdiveq if you f-pplv tiiree princi-
ples? ’

1) Stress your objecu(m 10 the

. commercililism of the season.

you should request

Immediately you have everyone.

with, the possible exception. of
sbme shopkeepers and cemmer-
cnal interests. on your side.

: ho can deny that Christmas
a crassly commercial holiday,
that it is budgcl»bus(ing!y expen-

*

? Who would not — especial-
mmml economic conditiens -
worsen — rather spend the mon--

-+ sy on more needful items,

fike
maybe heating the house? Who

does not dread the wearisome

Christmas shopping experience.
the time-consuming uncertainty

. as to what to buy for whom?
All you have to'say is you've

g had enough of it. that. when you

give a gift you want to d6 il spon-
taneously instead of as a slave 1o
some cusiom. After the initial
shock wears off. most people®will
"+ respect. your stand and secretly
wish they had the courage to do

— - tikewise.-Semc, in fact.heartened=|

by your exampie may do just
that! .

' 2) Maintain a sense- of hunior.

" Let’s face it. cutting trees down

and then setting them- back up

loaded with ornaments, the wholg

~ gift-trading rigmarole. thg

- thought of ‘an overweight,
bearded individual décked out in
flambovant fed and.-traveling .
through the air in a sled or some -

lf a. person is Just Zestmg you to see how f .
deeply your convictions lie, _returring $ Ty
the gift is proper. In other cases, a note ; R

- :

other conveyance when he is not
slithering up and down someone's
chimney —
other traditions “are ridiculoug.

., can dep} 1t? .
3) Pur the burden of proof on
those who are celebratmg Christ-
‘maf"h‘s;.nol that there isn’t over-
whelrhing proof ta back yot up.in
your dccmo]/ to cease ce!ebraung
Christmas. “Rére certainly is.

time nor thé interest for a
- detailed explanatiqn.-So shift the

4 burden of proof to them.

Say, in effect. "If you can show
me wher? the Bible says ! ought
t0 observe Christmas, or where it
says eagly Christians celebrated
Jesus’ birthday, I will celebrate it

" also!™

The discussiof will probably

end very suddenly at that point.
8 course, if the person to whom
‘you are speaking shows an

the real origin of Christmas, you
should be prepared to give an
appropriate answer. .

What happens if somebdne

Should | return it?

That. dep®nds. If a person i$
- testing you to see how. deeply

your. religious convictions lig.
| returning the gift is a’ proper

hes¢ and® so many’

Feel_free to point thut out. \\ bo J

But most people have ncnher the

obvious interest in learning abodt |-

gives me a .gift any\vay?'

- response. On the ether hand. in

‘continue to Qend‘me Christ-
mas cypfds. Should | write
,back-%'oach pt them ‘and

braﬁng Christmas? -

A brief note to that éfféct may
I- bc}‘m order. As with gifts, most
people will cease sending Christ-
mas cards when they’ stop gemng

them m return. -
v

Wha( do i teu my .emidren
now that they. will no longer

Christmas?

‘Why not tell them thc truth?
Why not tell them that you have
come to understand that the
world is wrong in its observance
of Christmas and that you are
‘going to do God's will because it’
‘is better than Christmag? ™ -

Be sure 1o emphasize the posi-
tive side — that God’s way is bet-
ter than Christmas. As' proof,of
this, tell your children you are
going to give gifts to them

love them all-year 16ng. not just
on Christmas Day. That; in turn,

their friends who will be s
off their Christmas, gifty

It is important not
‘void in your .childrerys lives by
removing Christmas “eobservance

ing

explain\that | have quit cele- '

o léave a

| and putfing nothing in it place. -
~ Arrdnge special activities with |
‘them often, and’especially center- ~

v b6 veceiving presents at

throughout the ygar because you -

is precisely what they can tell -

P

—cases where the person sincerely
_doesn’t know or comprehend your

stand, a polite note of thanks for
-the gift and a brief statement that

“mas holiday may be sufficient.
By the way. you will find that

- .most people wijl stop- giving you

Chiristmas gifts after a year or

~return.

of .thanks and a statement that you ' L

no longer keep Chrzstmas is enough

-
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you no longer observe the Christ-

two “of ot receiving one in

the days He does want* us to
obse;\e For’ nfore information,

booklet Pagan-

God’s Holy
Days — Which?
Is therg any-
thing | can do to
prevent my

-

. write’ for dur free -

Holidays ~— or -

child from

Ing arounﬂ'ihe Holy Days Cod .
has ordajned in-the Scriptures — )
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*,,,*ﬁ,_takeﬁynunwchlldmn _home _that

5o T
R _ _
3 <
H - . * having to barticipate in Christ-
o - mas activities at school?
) One: of the mogt important
/ steps you as'd Christian paremt

. with the children's teachers,
. =~~addressing the problem ‘ahcad of.

involved that you do not’ observe

- ¢ertain holidays and that yow do

. - not want to have your children
take part in celebrations center-
ing around those days.

Seck 10 avoid, as much as pos~
sible, leaving a teacher in a diffi-

L. cult situation with children to

teach but not kmowing what to
have them do while others, for

| < example, are drawing Santas.
‘ g

You can advise that your children

. may draw winter scenes or snow-

men instead of things immediate-
Iy associated with Chrwmas
: If the whole class is having a
o - Christmas party perhaps . you
could offer .to come to school and -

- can take,is to discuss the subject |

- time. Politely :nform tife leachqrs

You should avoid: Ieavmg a teacher not
knowing what to do with your children.

. -You ean advzse that they may draw winter

. scenes or snowmen instead of those thmgs
immediately associated with Christmas.

}'“

(ho company where | work to

give all employees a Christ-

mas bonus. Should
this bonus?
Bonuses given at the end of
the year are usually not con- 4
sidered as Christmas giﬁs Y @
They,.‘z;e often- gnen in

I accept

gratitude for work'.
done throughout th }
preceding” year. It is J
logical to wait until — -
the end of the year before giving
such a bonus, and Christmas
seems to be as good an occasion
2s any. '

Most large companies are. =
not interested one way or the
other in the personal convictions
of their employees and, when
that’s the case, there is no reason
to refuse the bonus. .

If you are working for 4 small-
er company where you know your
employer personally, it may be
advisgble to mcntlon to him or

afterngon to relieve the teacher

from having to find something -

clse for them to do. -
. In any case, try 1o be “very
" cooperative with scliod! officials.
, “Above all, ask God for wisdom,
) grace and favor.in their sight.
Your children themselves, es-
pecially ‘as they get J;ler will be
a determining factor-as to wheth-
_ er they become involyed in world-
ly religibus holiday activitiés. at

4~ -school or clsewhere away from |

- home. “You can't ‘be wnth them
every minufe, -~
\This underlmes the absolu!e,
need to provide positive instruc-
tion at home. If children are con-
vinced in their own minds that
they shpuld not pafticipate in cer-.
tain activities,” much of the battie
is already won.

Christmas. If he or she wamﬁ o
give-you the bonus 'rcgardless as
simply a gift or token of apprecias
tion, you can accept nt with a
clear conscncnce

Sorne relatives have in\ntad

sme to their house for dinner

on. Christmas Day. Should |
retuse the invitation?

. Not necessarily. It depends on
the nature of the occasion. Since

_ you_undersiand_ the ‘truth about |

Christmas, to you the day wili be
just another ordinary day of the
year. And to you the simple fact
of eating 2 meal with others on
that day is no different from tat-
ing one wnh them’ on any other
day.’

What matters m this case,

) . thoughy is how your relatives wnll
, ' L is a :tandardpollcy for |

regard the occasion.

3

“If they lock on the nteal
as part of Christmas fes-

| tivitiesy and placé reli-
- giou:%'biniﬁc:mcc upon’
b 11, then you wouid be out

.of piace there, Your .
ajtendante could give
the impression that
vou are observing
| Chiristanas with
them ‘or. if .they
know about you
beilefs: that you alé
\ ‘willing o compro-
i* mise on your beliefs.
|  Qn the other hand,,
i the meal is merely
a wmpmem oppor- -
~  tunity for a family

- gei-together, and
thert is no objegtionable
connotation placed -upon
| the meal, then it might be
| all rughL to xcept the -
p mvnatlon @
" Better be- prepared to .
. answer. som® questions, -
b though. because sooner or
B later the conversation is
sure to focus on why -you don't .
observe Christmas. ’

/.

What should f say when
someone wishes me - ‘Merry )
Christmas"? :

It is often sufficient to respond
with a question such as “Where
has this last year gonc""" or “It’s
.,,,,t_hat,,fzmgwgf _year again, isn’t t?"
“Do ygu think jt is going to
snow" ‘or even a parting state-
ment on an cntirely unrelated
subject such as “Gagod-bye now™
r “Have a good day!” The sur-
pnslng fact is that few individuals
wrill even notice that you haven't
'wmhed *Metry Christmas™ in
rctum so meaningless is the s
.expression.
At other um&s. a smile and.a
“Thank you™ (meaning you are’
grateful for their concern) may .
be more appropriate.
- Because of space limitations we - -
- will have to stop at thjs point. If
you have a gudstion regarding the | -
Christmas. holiday and it has not;
been answered by. this article,
please- feel free to write our Per-
sonal Correéspondence Depart-
ment. They will be glad 16 help'; ;-

et
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- Old Testament

{Continued from page 13 .

law. of Moses expounds the Ten
Cammandments by revealing how

i. the 10 basic principles are to be

T T

. .

g
f
.

applied. We are to keep this part
of the law, not in the old strict-
mess of the letter, but according
to its full spirit and intent.

Thet why do we read.in Acts
15 that gentile' converts do not,
have to observe the’ *“‘law of
Moses,™ except for four points?
The answer is made plain in Acts
21:21.

The law of Moses, here called

. in question, involved “‘customs.”

- Read it for yourself. The Jews
were mistakenly accusing Paul,
saying that he taught Jews living -
abroad “that they ought not to
- circumcise their children nor te
--walk accosding to the cusaoms"
(Ads 2121 '

The controversy in -the  carly
Church did not involve the spiri-
tual intent of the origipal civil law
of Moses.: It involved the cere«
monial -additions to the original
civii law of Mgses — customs —-
added ceremoniecs or rituals.

Why four points speciﬂod
in Acts 15

This fact is further proven by,
-~ noticing the four points, included
in the law of Moses, which are

. Christidns woulid” have thought,

- they remained binding after the,
" need of the physical sacrifices and

Ltithing, clean and unclean meats

- because "they ~help explain what
_sin is. They were not part of the

thercfore, that they were_ abol-
ished along with the temporary
rituals when those ceremonies
were declared no longer birding
(in Acts 15), these four puigte
had to be specifically declered
still in effect. Since these four
points were part of the civil law
before tht addition of the rituals,

mag'nf) the application of the
civii laws as they were given 10

them, “but magmfymg them and
making. them more honorable
(¥sa. 42:21).

-He raised- them from narrow,
national laws, given to a nation to
be administered according to the

*strict ietter, to a spiritual plans

regulating the whole of human
" society. Six uimes Jesus said:
“Youy have heard that. it was said
to those of old...But I say to
you . ..
to expound the spiritual princi-
ples underlying the civil laws of
Moses. .

washings ceased.

The civil law_of Moses that
defined sin was not cailed In ques-
.tion in Acts' 15 — it was not
involved. (Paul. of course, ex-
slained elsewheré that 2hc civil
‘aw, formerly adrhinistered in the -

_letter, was now to be observed in |, v

An eye for an eye?

The intent and underlymg
.principle of the law of God is love
of God and - neighbor (Matt.
22:36-40), For a Spirit-begotten
‘New Testament Church, Christ

. showed: how to dove our fellow-
" men better.

But the instructions gnvcn to
Moses about “an eyc for an eye”
were not intended as some people
take them. They were laws set up
to regulate one human society,
with ail"its faults, in a fair and

the spirit and full intent of its
meanjng — II Cor. 3.)
‘The many civil laws regulating

and the annual Sabbaths are still
for tHe New Testament Church

ceremonial law of - Moses men-
tioned in chrews 9:10 and in
Acts 15.

One other ponm must be clari-
fied. Certain Jews accused Paul
of teaching that Jews should mot.
circumcise thélr children, a cus- -
tom instituted fong before the law
of Moses and therefore not really
a part of it. This accusanon was
false.

are still in effect today.
Many have read the command:
in Exodus 21:24-25 with shocked

— binding on all Christians every-
where. We are, not to eat blood,
animals that have \been strangled
or meats oﬁ'ercd to idols (when -
another’s conscience. could be-
defiled), or to commiy, foritication
{Acts 15:20).

hese four points were origi-
ally part of the civil law of
Moses. But these points were also
included later within the added
c«;remomes because gentiles ate
their sacrifices with the blood,
‘oftey strangled <heir animals, pre-
sented  them to idols and com-

--only committed fornication i’ .

_their religious ceremonies.

To prevent these pagafi cus-
toms. being practiced by Israel,
God included the fourcivil points
of the law alorg with the rituals
ALev. 1717, 10, Num. 25:1-3).

Because some newly converted
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~ A’different administration

. for a spiritual Church.

ty of the God of the Old- Testa-
ment. They suppose anyomne eaus-
ing a person accidentally to lose
an cye would immediately be
scized, held -and -have'tis eye
gouged out in just retribution!

But is this a right understand-
ing of the verse?

The context in which we find

And even for gentile Chiristians
circumcision, in its spiritual
intent, is not done away — like
the Ten Commandments, is still
in force. But, like the Passover,
the manner of circumgision is
now of the heart, not.of the male
foreskin' (Rom. 2:28-29, Col.
2:11, Deut. 10:16, 38:6), though
of vourse Jewish Christians also
continued to practice physlcal cir-
cumcision.

. any wrong done.

. The very nexs¥erse shows that

if a person causes his slave to lose

his eye or tooth, the slave must be
freed as'a payment for the i injury

——.workmen’s compensation.

'Verses 18 and 19 discuss the

matter of one person injuring

another. What is the pynish-
: mcnt" “He shall only pay for the

Now let us ¢onsider the use of
the death penaity in Old Testa-
ment times. -,

In Matthew 5, Jesus gave
instructions not for a civil govern-
" ment as in the Old Testament but

Jesus commenced by saying
He came to fulfill the law, not to

’ destroy it. He then proceeded to

-ancient Israel — not abolishing ™~

just manner. And these principles

. amazement at the assumed cruel-

ul’ his time, and $hall provide
19
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" And He then proceeded

-this command of “eye for eye,
« tboth for tooth™ is explaining the. -
principle of just recompense. for.




si
N
8l

Preparing children for schoo! -

i 'weuld like 10 1ake the time to thank
veu. Joan C. Begdanchik. for your two
arkcles in-The Good News entitled TIs
Your Ciild Ready for Schocl?”

The :ngc,\nns that veu made about
esing the time in the gm@ep store have
privess 10 be guite ?ﬂelp u for my. pre-
schooler. .
" I "enjoy -working. ‘amh children. }

“thet God will give you and all teachers
patience. courage and strength (physical
and :pmwan 10 ocm:'u,e yaur \scv‘de*-
ful. fascinating jobs.

- By the »ay. those who think umpuaef
ﬁwgramrmng is interesting should try
mind programming. The potential of the
Yittle minds we program cvery day s far
gredtgr than even we realize.

Edith H. Dcmc
\cu Orieans, La.

Apostoﬁc Slbbaﬂv

Thank you_fer your faithful effort in
putting wgcl&'cr lE*e/mslmcLon pecked
Good News_ It seems each month the
articles perlam especizlly to me.

Leroy "Nefl's article “What Was, the
Apostolic Sabbath?” {Junecduly] was
especially great. .

= This-article reatty made-
‘think about several scriplur
- read many times over. Even
been keeping the- Sabbath

that ['ve

respect vour teaching positicn arnd pray

'swpﬁﬁdﬁmt i - And -ji-becomes- easier- and -

feur years, 1hal art il made my belief in
God's Sabbath much
May God continue to inspire His writ-
ers and make this instruciional magariﬁe
possible.
Mr. and Mrs. Steve S“ep;:}‘erd
: Redmernd, Ore.

“"g Fas \1?”& sm T
sa ":.arxei c* the way ¢

of get. 2o

Trark you so muche \17 “@xi’}"’& ?C'
helping me to put my marriage back ¢
the track by siraighlening cul my alli-
tzde at a ume I 'mlm needed oorrec-

“Five Ways 1€ Love Your Mstel’
! must comment on the two-part arti-

cle by Earl H.-Williams in the May and tion. : e
- June-July issues of The Good News enti- . . - Rﬁfdc’
tled “Five Ways to Love Your Mate”’ - Concord, N.H.

Yeu would think that after almost 235
years of marriage | would know what
love is all aboul, but this fine anicle
showed me that 1 st have much to learn
— and give.

~ | think the biggest e)e—opener for me
was the fact that agape is nol a feeling,
that vou choose to fove or not love your

Heeds every articie . N

On receiving sy lune-July issue of

. The Good News. 1 had 10 write and tell

you how much I learn and need éach and
every article.

11,5 just such a wonderful extension o™

ihe ministry, apd 1 for one am truly

te. shankful for the quality and abundance of .
You wgote this article. Mr. Williams,  all that lies between_its- covers. Thank N

at a time When my marriage was at areal  you! Thank you! Thark you! L I

“Tow and it just hit me right betwecen the Deliz A, Kdne

cycs and 1 spent much time on my knees
crying because 1 felt so badly about my
shabby feclings towards my husband.
With God's help daily. | feel 'so much
diffierently iowards my hysband and | do
desire to please h:ma':d 10'shew him § do

Whitefield -N.H.

Who gets the OGN ficst?

This mag;mm ts such a lre:asure‘ -
understanding to_my husband and me
that we often RRAT over who gets it first.
. We then must praclice the anl of giving
‘more naturgl each day when my mind is  and hard it ever?,
on giving o' him and offywhat | llwughl i Rachel Frarmiplon
wanted for myself. 'é‘. Pasadena, Calif.

P - . e

for-him to be thoroughly healed.”
It was a matter of payment or

recompense —— notl revenge by -

_inflicting the same injury.

Then verse 22 shows that a
person‘should be punished if he
causes a pregnant woman (o have
a miscagriage. What is the pun--

tual principles only in the letter
to am:xem Israel?

hy the “lstter of the law"?

Ancient Isracl was a national
chufch — a nation organized into
the congregation of Israel. The the Lord who spoke to Mases —
\peopﬁe did not have the promise  gave the ciyil law to Moses in the -

peace and ensure abcdlencc in the

land. God ordained that human

judges exercis€ certain of His

divine prerogatives and execute  §

punishiments on their fellowmen. &~
The One who became Jesus —

“ishment in this case? Again if is

- ‘that “‘he shaﬂi pay as ‘the judges
determine.”

The whole context of the “eye
for eye. tooth for tooth™ com-
mand is concerned with the mat-
ter of just recompense or pay-

" ment for the injury caused — an

“cye-va!ut for an eye, a *'tooth-
value™ for'a tooth:
Why did Moses give the spiri-

of the Holy Spirit; they were a— - strict Jetter at Mt Sinat for a - .
nation of this world. Moses said  physical chuarch. . v

they did not ¢ven have the power Almaost 15 centuries laier nhal
of will 10 keep what little ht com-  same Jesus emphasized the spiri-
manded them (Deut. 5:28)] tual intery of the faw. He also

Paul said, **The carnal mind is  made it possible for the members o
enmity against God: for it is mol  of His spiritual Church — the
? subject to the law of God” (Rom. _New Testament Church of God
-8:7), For that reason letter-of- — to kéep all His spiritual laws
the-law Israe! needed punigh- by sending God’s Holy Spir-

ments for lawbreakers to keep it O

—

The GOOD NEWS OCQODG*ND‘L’ESﬁ?ﬁ! 1883
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longe, Tlhe wanted to be uble to
rofute the truth to his own pore
uonul satfsfaction. - But  he
vouldn’t! Finully he sonrohied (he
Seriptwres, He, was more aston-
whed than overl With his own
eyos he snw that the By does
not guy 'what he supposed- it suid]
ICmade sénse. 1t punctured and
cwoftated  bis' vimity to hve to
wknowledgo he had beon wrong,
Aftey six monthy he did.

He repented of wirt hie was
what hio had thought, wlimt he had*
don, e acoepted Jesus Clirist as
*‘mvim*kl hﬁwnrhnptiTciiTﬂi

whole life becume changed! That
Wils iy, yenrs npo, h

. What QUGHT you to do?

Runux’nbg,l that on

Tomorrow and In The Pluin
Cfrdth dnd Che Good News we

By, “DON"E sutisve us - doi't
. believe MEN — Check updn your

Biney - believe what you see

with your n odyes there!*

Thyt's wlml you should do!

The World .

[}

own word - choek up In your

own Bible for yourselfl" No, they

will not guswer you that way.
Stop and think! Iv any religious

<t-ygngo to-men —

"But today, us m llm timie. of
© Christ or of Puul, ou go to
‘Ymen ——or to n,ligim dénoming-
tions - - and put your trust in
"MiN, Ho you know what they will
tell you? -

7lcm,hing things diiferent from
Jesus® teaching in thut duy’

Yoy, that's nghl' Juat uy those

_SAME TRUTH, ALSO!

The GOOD NEWS  Octobwr-Noverber 1983

person doey yot tuduh thu sitame

. GOSPEL of the sAME Crvgr that

we tedch Fight out of the Bible,
he cannot endorse us or whiat we
proclaim! 0¥ Hy p THEN R
WOUBD BAVE 10 PREACH
Nowimnu does your Bible toll

i
t

' m of Galise, lovking luwuu! aciont Hushn, quw
‘ I ggusle-a L wilnr tonipoets
mcmrcamwaumnm H.m Mcdmmmo

THH -

. l ot
" ' ¢ '
4 '
’ .
- .
L} A
Fyee TR T noewsed v of boing & false  you to RELY on MuN, Don't po o
] me ()t (Jllmst proplist, so it s ropav! Any who  MuN o loars whotlier wopronch
T are tenching thingy ditforont fyom the vrornl Unless they sceopt it
v (Continued from puge ) Craye's owN Gosert, howd o (o, they caunot endurse it! Your
wit uthelst Hetoned awhilp, Then The World ‘Tomorrow and  Biblo tells you NoT 90 pur your
she shvupged hor shouldors, T appouving du Phe Main Prath nnd  ROST IN MEN (P5 Td6:1). So we
' vt retute what lm suys, but Fau The Goud News, will nnturally - suy, DON' put your trast in US
Junt ot diteresto dinagree, oppose this tvue mes. - or in any ma or e, Don't ¢
A nationnl19PkBown artist . sage, probubly aceuse us, today,  Beliove it beoiaye Wi syt
%‘[" © chunced to listen to one program.  of belng talse prophets, Chieok up, in your own Bible, for
Ho way o skeptic | an apnostic, Thoy mny even attempt to dise yoursoll, Buginvi your Binik!
He wis a little upaot, lmummu oredit 10 lmpute evil nnd dn= Bruanvi Gow, not man! .
whint ‘lie heard wis 80 loplenl - bolleul motives W aeense of ]
' seaod to make 5o guch sgnse - dishonesty - to try to ussussinnte What some are saying |
he could not vefute it Yol it was  choroter, Possibily they will e Wo do not wit to diseradit
©the oppostte of what ]ﬁ: thought  lipn, bupupn, use overy paychos unymm.IWU do %ot need 1o rofute
e belleved, d loglonl trick to set up prigupicn,  the eevdes of, others, We morely
P Hsten apain,” he suid, so that you won't listen or check  polnt you to the very Word ol the
“Noxt thie 'l have the antisfave * wp, for yourself, In yaur own living Gon, But’ we can tell you,
tion of lmlnp able 1o nuwer his  Bible! npw, what yoino few arg saying,
Matoments,"” They will not say to you; “Go A vory sl printed <bulletin
Bul aext time he wiw more i ook in your own “lhl&. for.  was sent to us some little thne
confused than ever, He vould not yoursell, and soe wrsTnm thosg  apo,, warning people againat
ronist, Hatening, It was "o chal-  things be so. Just take him at hﬁ Chrlst's own Goapoly which we

proach, calling it “reitglons cub-
bish,” OF wourse, ‘such expres-
slopgg ure designed o diseredit .
und set up pigjudice,

v £

tiowit 48 fie

olan mwmp The ik .,
~Fhe-gonpels record

,".‘

v

’i’hc,n Iolldw(:d lhc lnluc tecusi- |

tion thut we preach *u religion of

works for salvation.” All ‘who lis-

“ten regulirly or. resd | the mago-

zines knpw we preuchnothing ul‘
the kind}

L Repurt)t Tuive_come_that some_. -
here or there luwe claimed, rulsc~

21
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aped, whine sway sewanid as staderpe

o these enenngs steitol et

- wiven you that testh Wiat would
~tonluy! r

_hehrd lram one pc(:gwu,ml‘.
A8

iy, Worpt And it is 1irs Wor

they Bavedd o Joparvaleon i Joaas’
ied wndd tised hcavdd BBine, worahd
have believed - and oadlose el
Mo .

Mot ol thiere s any halay, .-
Besny galomiabiod at € T’y o . 2' o

wn o ool 1 9ST years upes, WEKY
PP €00 16n MIN, ANES TARE SUN
Juisre ok FARNISEN MUN el
the message ol Cflinst - gy ‘
are the ones whe liad ghey faved t
then, woull g gone - Bo the
chivel poiesin amd the Plinesces - :
Cligist’s engjes? They e the
unes wiie wauld e dehicved ‘

o Uhey are the suics whes seulid
huve refrored [$Christ anll’ Miv
mesydyge - WHE WOULEY HAVES
RELN FARLY 100 MUKDIBRING T
vERY NAVIOR]
CYen, siremweg 'thldjl: thiame!
But Jewas Cheist §lmsell* hus

.y

you hute dung, had you fived
then?, Precisely ywhat you DO, b
PR

1 you will not iear and beliove, 4
Chyist's messuge today, even il 1

. g N
delumed, warned spnigstely some® nﬁ g

Min (even uy Christ Eidimyell .
was), then you would Mot have N
belisved Josus Chirist, aor ol :
lowed Him, had you lived then!
That i Clriye’s own Tst! s

v

FMAT SHALL JUDUE YOU- at the

" ! . - N
by, thit § huve been u Seventh dug (e messape of 1imy el By Gkl
Adventisg, n Jehoval's Witnosy  the Futher theamgh CHlisk e
and wnany other such things, | sl “ Aad sy, "8 weligd Bived ia
have: been-.— betore conversion the, diys ol vur !sullmf«,’mrq womid:

| *, w Ouither ol w Metlualist. ot have been purlghers woth
' . But 1 hyve never, directly or tigli- - thew in the blowd ol 4R, proph-
’ . - 4 » ey’ 7 (Mt 2 L, oo
Yer (o wiyhy saul
Ll we Tud Tived bk i
e = . thoat ooy, we wlklald ot
' v C v have beon o partikes 'u’s\ {
“ e Ratlg of gl prigih
ety Genl spm” were the -
Cvery anes whee Wil par.
> tuhe n MURDERING
P THE CHEEE PROPIE
- BT OF ALL D the,
' L GREATENT ‘minister
o “’ - e et ‘ ‘w " treul ever sept! he -
< athany. imai Joivspbem. whete {{fel s Jesus says, then, in -
 bpwrug and ey el Hs ey v e grave © plain langaige, that the
reetly, in unylios i, shape or nian. - test is vy Whatever yuit oo
< oper, el any allitintion, sssocis-ukley s previsely whit you wesld
tiofr or comection with ANY other  have dotie then, They i partici:
. denuniinations,  Tncidéntally, the  pate in purdesiog the greatest ol
Cyrup Church that Christ estalean e proghets! Afust ceriuinly they .
fished is nov denominativnal! waould havk been puarty 1o killing a
’ - We da ot need the recomnien lexser prophot, had they livid in o
dutionis ol men, We Seek not cheir . previous generstion, ¢
endorsemient, but Gon's, Vike the - Today Jesus Clirint by yraised

' apustle Paul, we need nulefters ol up a Work. 1Uis Giup's. Wonk!

upprovul or cummendation from It i proclhtiming the veyy)same
" MEN. ' T identical missavy - thel SAMY
’ * The true Gospel going to the  Goseer - Jesus troughl- and
whele world ‘in vowek - - the - procliimed. Jesus only whurted
v thousunidy of converted, changed  thiy Work. Tuday e contipues it
. lives that wre the vruy the living . freni heaven where He  directs
S Christ has produced through this  those of N ceoosiNg.,. =~
- Wark - they #re our Jetle i wrnecnted
 approval written in their hessts  Haim, they would persccute those
by Gud's Huly, Spirit (1 Cor. 3:1- of us whow Je sends! - &
Pk _ ' . “You did aoi choose Me,” said

. Hers'is the TEST!
'

5 of . Jesuy

Now buck 1o our uriéiﬂﬂl yues-
tivn. If you dmd lived in the days
ol Nizareth, WHAT,

Jesus to those He was sending out

“ o with His messuge, “but 1| chove -

you and uppiinted you. .y 11 the
wirld huies you, you know Lhat.it-
~huted ‘Mg before it hujed

 final judgment!

MEN.-Gu to YOUR BisLii! “T6 the

. Apuin und ugain we say, DON i
belicve urcAuNE it wus on The
Wurld ‘Tomorrow, progrum or in
The Plain ‘Truth or The Good
News! Don't follow us or uny

law and to the lcslhmry! If they

§ WOULD YOU TAVE BON! * " you. ... Remember the word thyt - do not: speak according vto this o
. “Woujd “you have gone to the 1 suid 16 you, ‘A servant- is nol  word, it is becuuse there is no o
chicl priests, the scribes and . greater, than his Thaster.Vif they light in them” (lsa. 8:20). The
Phatisees and believed them?  persecuted Me, they will ulso per-. expression “the law and .. . the © o,
‘ ‘ ' owed-them' —f pt MY testimony” simply mesns the X
citire you (o reject the véry Sav-  WORD, they will keep. yours: ' BIBLE, . o A &
| for find His rrury? v also” (John 15:16-20). . - But if we po speuk according ©
) y | Again, DUN'"Y Bl TOU SURE! /- ‘Tuday wuny listen, are uston- - to this Word, then You HAD BEY-
i ‘There is a rust thut will tell, ishgd, then 60 10 Gop by, check- © . TER BELIEVE GOD’S HOLY Worp!
! definitely. and. absolutely, what  ing in the Bible. They rrove for - 1t is Lirsgiving knowledge! Even
) . you would have donel ‘It is 8  themsclves whether thesc, things  though some label it-a “strange
, ' © Bisve tusr) Jesus Christ Himself  be true. And if, seeing tho TRUTH religion” -— oven though iston- .
s ! s gives this testt To those whe theny  with their owncyes in their own - ishing! * .+« * .
e e giied Fim, turned ogainst Him, - Bibles, they BELIBVE it and follow. . Bruimvit Gon’s WoRrp, regird- . g
: rcj_eéteq‘th'é yery living Gospel — - it, then these are they wh, hed - less of men. o I
,“, ]‘l ' ,2‘2 o ' A ", The GOOD NEWS, October-November 1983
" : . Lot . . L .
,’ ‘l ‘ ‘ ' ' ' N K . /u o I . W
o A ) " : ) . W - sy 4 g e
L 1] =AW ! - v ¥ 5
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(J( )mplctes Gods Mclbtc:l;pldﬁ

‘mpurml by Hiclerd 1175 sudliucik ]

v

e

In this serlos of studies covering God's -

< savon anmual fostivala, wo Hhvo loarned that

tiod hak a. plun Jor roproduding Himself
“through mankind.

The firut* six tootivaly show how lhomj
culled of God througyh the ugus — vspouial-
ly sinco tho firét con;lng of Chriat to the end

v of tho Millonnjum —-fit into God's great mus-

or plan tor vxpanding Hie, universe-ruling
. Family,

But what about the bllllona who have Ilved
and died from the time of Adam and were not
aallod ot God (including, now, pmhﬂpn, most '
of ydur: loved ones) - who didn't have a
chaneg to knbw and really uaderstand God's
purposh’s and plan for manking? Are they loat
forove!

. Thu, aurpriulng answer is revealed in. thﬂ ,
meaning of the Lant Great Day — tho sev-
onth and last of God's annusl foatiyals —-
“the fostival matw the final stepfin
Gmem,,mﬁn pla

.18 It God's will thyt all who have eyer
llvud ‘tome_to 'the knowledge of His plan of
" salvation? if Pet. 3:9, 1 Tim. 2;4.

In'Hia loving concern tor all mankind God,
has planned jor everyono who has ever lived
to recelive an opportumty for salvation and
sonship In His Faryily, just, as the already
spiritually called and bfyotten uhlldrenk"
God have been yiven opportunity.. ‘

/ Just as the week is not complete without
the Sabbath Day, God's master plan is not
cotiplete without* His uvunth and final
annual teatival.

mmmws oawmw S

.The number 7 in the Bible signifies com-'
plmion and perfegtion. Without knowing the
maaning of this seventh featival of God, you

‘t_underftand the perfet,tlon of Gad's
great master .plan -~ thaf 's love and
marcy toward mankind extends bwyond the

. Millennium.  **

2. Wag there elghlh ‘day. of worship

- Immodiniqu !ollowlng the seven days of fho-

SR—— ..wa..w,,.,..:.m.,%..._.w.",._._m

\ .

Foaut of Tabornaclog? L‘nvﬂg’(’d 13498, 18 It

', the Yinal fastival — thu ﬂnnl snnual Snbbalh

of roat? Verde 39,

“The last annual high Sabbath Hbly Day is
obsorvod linmediately after the Feastoly
Taberjhcies. But bechuse of Its close prox- .

Imity to this’ saven-day Feaat, it was asso-
clated with tho Feonst of Tabernacles
ow

was ocalled the "ol day.” In the
Testament it is referred 16 as “'the laat dayB
that great day of the feast’’ (John 7:37). The
«Last Great Day is, then, olurly a sepurate

b testival:

3. Rovelation; 20 holda the kuy m the
megning of thelLast Great Day.
ulrpady knaw, verses 4 to 8 apeak prirtarily

of the resurrectad sainta ruliny with Jesus-
+ Ghrit on sarth for 1,000 yesrs. But exadtly ¥

what Is’ wald in lhc‘ first sentence of verss
- Yo
These are nm the dead in Chrm bub :Im-
ad.”’ They sre the billi
-« werd "at Christ's {Rome 8:0) — thome wha
have not been .spiritually begotien by the
Father nnﬁ who may have not even heard‘
.the-name of Jasys Chriat.
The first part H Revelation.20:6 Ig ranlly a

paremhetlcal cownenl The vgrpﬁ should - |

voad: [ .
“(But the rest of the deac! did. not llve
auain until .the thousand yeirs were .fin-

lshed.) This is the first resurrection.” .
Thé sentence ‘This Is the firet resur-
rection” reler
e

OCOUI’I at Christ’s return and just before the
1,000-year poriod begins (verses 4, &)

But now notice the first sentencs In verse | -

5. "“But the reat of the'dead Hhogo(peoplo
whu hgve fiot had an opportunity to come to.
understand ,God’s truth and partlclpata in

5, We -

!o hu apiritual resurrection |
‘—of—God's—plan,—which—|-

3
;

God'sggreat master plan] did not live agdin . |. i

up In a physical résur-

¢ [wonld not com
chouumd yurg wers fin-

riétion] untit’ ihc




ocours after the 1,000 yoars have olnpgmd
lssthe socond rosurrection,

4, How dous Johi furthar’ cvlubmum G tho
suoond resurroction’? Heowv, 20:11-13. Héw
Wik theay peogle bo “ludpnd"? Vurag 12,

‘thy OGrovk word that ip tcanslnted’
“bookb’ i Hevplation 20: 12 Im biblis. 1t ip
Ltom thin (mmk word thaly we dorive’ uur
English hibla. - . :
. Thu bookd%hut are open

, undnralandlnu of the billigna of people who

hyd not boen uble to kngw und underatand

of the Biblel ,They will belopened to the ™

d, aro tho baoka :

[
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f , v R
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r * ishod’” (vérso 5). This roglirmecWon, whk“h wnd the vitet mn]nrlty living now. E bublob

and childron who diod untimely de tha wljl
1. 'They will il ris

be m‘uurrevtnd th
socond rnaurrouno

hud not boon ballod by God durlnq their pm

vious Jitetimas.

This group includes nll paoplu o( ull timos -
overywhero on this oarth, excopt, -

thoao who will be in
thoso who will have

Giod during the Millonnium or thoso falaﬂvely
few unroppntant pegpie who will be rosur-
rected |p, the third and tinal resurroction to

have their part in t

simply - becaudo

f courbe,” |
urrection, o -
alroady been born of

the first re

lake ,of fire (Rav.

' g v ] God's purposs mlnd ¢lun for them. This sim- 20:14-18), becoming ashos undor the teet of
v : ! « o] ply waes becline thw Faihaf hall not yet those already born Intp God s Family (Mal.
Lo ] I calied them (John 6:44, 86) and given them 4:1-3).
| ’ o o) His Spirit of understanding. v This quor group, | corrlulblo understood
: P \} { Peter 4:17. shows that bhrlalinna today 'God 8 truth and, hggt tho opportuilty to
= ] e 1 Ware now beings judged (not sentenced) by teceive oternal lite, b tdellparamly relectad
! o~ 1 how well they live by the Word of God, the it (He®. 10;26-27).; -
| o w.]  Bible, Those nuhrmpted after the Millen- | The anclenf pegplea Jegus mdhtioned in {
\ ] L T njun with beﬂ]ﬂgj&m the same way. . Matthow 10, 11 ang 12 would have repented
S ‘ e | These Individuals will be given enough it He had personally come to them in their
f . b /0 7T time to live a lite of overcoming and obe- day. And they will. repent. when resutrected
: B [ | dience to God, just as Spirit-begotten Chris: | and glvan access to tho Holy Spirit anm the
. } B | tians loda€ Miltennium.
. L Those who ooq‘tlnue to Iiv?&d 8 way of Your Bible shows thnt the vast malorlty of
- ' \ v ’ Ii!() will be changed from morttality to immor- the, billlona at humanity will ﬁnnlly be born -
s cELr T tallty at the ‘end of this perlod of. judgment, - | wnto God's Family at the end of the coming 9 . .
I L . A SRR which the Bibie apparently indigates will last - dﬁ,iod of ]udgmem. plotured by tha Last
St | wy oot . 100 years (Isa. 85:20). Great Day. L
T A ~ T B 5. FHow did Josus rafer to U . Mt‘*ﬁeod*rmunmrpfamksﬁmmﬁornwm—f-——‘— :
. ’ o] tday” or period of judgment for people.who kind will thefi be complete. . 2
T have ‘hear the wpndertul message of How wondartul and reassuring is the truth .
[ . salvat on'? Man 10:16¢1 1:20424, 12:41-42, of our all-wise, loving and merciful’ Crealor A
) \[ “A R "Christ. tirst* mentioned \‘heﬁpéaple of | Godl"' C s
L * : _Bodom and Gomorrah then Tyré and Sidon, (For more Informatlon about:God's annual
f D sm;lom again, Nineveh in Jonah's time and | testivigls, write for our two free baokiets,
" ,; | . . lly the Quéen of Sheba. All of thése ‘| Pagan. Holidays — or God's Poly Days —
¢ : | % v xamplea of people 'who lived In different Which? and How Often: Should We Observe
' B b generatlons are compared to the cltl.uma . tﬂb Lord‘s Sopper?) S :
, S living in"the cittes and towns of. Jesus’ gen- d
<t ] eratioh the vast majority of ‘whom did not T ENROLL IN PREE
. N . 1 underatand or believe Christ's mqau'age.‘ A‘%ﬂ“*”” BIBLE COURbE
T o B Josus telly us that they are all to be resur- \: .m..mmw,_u-u Fhe shofl_study youve
. ~rected with the genearation tha‘t Iived during jt;-s:hwn:v‘ljc!c?‘;luh:dmn:ﬁt
¥ : ‘His time. .‘;’n uuL,hs :mz’nxhly lesson *
! Jesus gave" enough axumplea of genera: | & of the newly expanded
. . tins ¢t peogle living at wlde[ahg:d and dit- [ é“,‘,"r’;‘:x‘,{?,‘uﬁf" B e
‘ _tarent! timea In human histofy to\prove that " You s enroll In this free
‘ most of-humanity will be alive at'the same., fg::‘ale;(yw\:ﬂ::f-: :!L‘thc»‘
el tlme on thm earth. There wlill be pre- -Flood | ‘ yonu. e Inside front cover . |
! . s S Tor qddrcssc: '

‘ en gmen, all M tribes of Israel, those
ad ring t‘m Mlddlo or Dark Aaaa

v R




suited hell. Frone minister to mis-

Do you understand

' . ¢
v . 1
lennial reign of unprecedented

- . - o sionary, from rector to r]&.‘viv'llibl peace and prosperity.. 4 - .
. the vital meamng {mm churchman to w:fgrugalmn, -+ (For moro information on - PR
o . . most seem o think this is the - God's.true Iluly Days and their | . s
; 0./ (’0‘; 3 ABV(’)"I;h . unly day of salvation® ! ) meanings, reguest our free book- ‘ CoL 0
< ~annual festival? What Yet this assumption lucks \U: Pagan Holiduys — or God's 1
; ‘ . a ‘/ { , undcrsmndmg. ind God desires - Holy Days ~Whith? Younuy
o p(ll’t will you play Mor you and, ni¢ to know His will write to.ug at‘our addresy négrest _
—— " fully CJohm T7:T7). Lelbdlsét)ver you — sec\he insidé front over, ¥
N \ l” ity fulfllment/ - thé truth! for u list of Jddresses.) & ) .
R : But thut's’ only six ﬁ.stwula\ , :
A . v . .
o ] By Jorold W Aust , ' God's annual s’bb“h' und “there dare yeven in God’s - '
' ! 1 . » v .. ‘God has, giwen us guidcmbts by ¢ anhuyl calendar. That brfngs us to . .
i K - j ‘which we cun trace olir history in the ' Last Great Day, which pic: -
- = Coh e .~ udvance. These are God's annual  tures un incredibly ‘wrent ynd sep- . ;
AR - now this:” Today i festivals and Holy Days (Lev. 23, aratg day for salvation for the vast R .
I not the only dﬁ"y‘:bf Col. 2:16-17). © majority of mankind. : \ :
R salvation! ¥ Passover, "the first festival,= .’ ~Notice the instruction in Levit-n = P

shows. Jesus’ sucrifice for man.
The Days of Unleavenéd Bread
. instrugt Christ’s disciples to con-

* Actording 1o the gurfﬁxlfy
dccqalul vigw .unnng proh,sz,-

“icus 23:36: “On the cighth day  ~
[after the scyen-day Feust'of Tab-
ernucles] youshall havc 4 holy

duct themselves’in a holy nuinuer.
Pentecost pie;urw the coming of
God's .Holy b t to God

Chulch Thé ‘of Trumpets
warns mankind (Df impending war
and troubles” apd foreshadows
Christ's Second Coming. The
Day of Atonement -shows that

- \ never." Mllimna believe that

*% . God is feebly attempting to

save -the whole world right

now,.and that if we do not “get-

saved™ during lhls life,! 1l‘ai aII
. over for us )

In effect, trfn himsell — not

Gol, os this article will show —

“has consigned’ ‘humunny to an

» ethereal heaven or an .usbestos-

1,000 years. And the Féast of
Tabernacles pictyres Christ’s mil-
-, v

Sutan will be incarcerated for

_convocution, and: you, shall offee .« - ', z
Can olTermg ‘mudt by firc.to the : :
Lord. M is a sucred assembly, and
you shall do no c.uz.tumur,y work ' -
on it.” v Es
Here is a festival scp.nmtc from : ‘“

« .and ogeurring after the Feast of
Tabernacles. It pictures the time § g
~- flot_now_—- whep ﬂalvmmn will §

‘be offered to mankind, resur-
‘rected, as viwhole - the umc§
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PRSI DR S M S

- - o ,
~referred to in John 7:37: *On the

st day, thut great duy of the
ﬁ:usl Jesun stoond and eried oo,
suying, If anyone thirsts, let Wim
anc to-Me and drink.’ ™ ‘
* Duripg this Lust Great’ Duy -
daring the Great- White, lhmﬁe
o Judgment - - free aeeess to God
will be open to. all mankind for
the first_time, Revelation 1% und
{ 20 deyaribe the gvents leading up
. o .nimut:rrllng during this peri-
< od ofter the Milleamivm. |

" The White Throne Judqrﬁcnt

Back away dbout arm’s length;’
for a moient, frum Revelation 19
and 20. You will notice incre-
ments of signal events and times
take whape Yefore your eyes.

Rcv;.l.u;uly 19 introduces us to

the glopious and astounding -
K. T

- v retunn of Jesus Ot to a war-
mfnJ shell-shocked world - to
suvc’hulhumly from itselft 5

evelatign 20 covers npt
»loys thun five golossal events an
7 God’s “sulvation, uf most ol

\hirnanity:

“v 1) Chrisk incdréerates bulun .

“ang the demons (Rev. 20:1-3).

2) (hrwt .establishes, His -

- 1L, 000-yénr rcrgn {verses 4-6).

3) Satan is released ufter this
) : Millenniuin and deceives the will- -
_ xhg wicked, who are then,

B
( ture, is such it pchnd discussed?

This judgment “will rcqniré 1
rmd of time. Where, in Serip-

A 100Ysarperiod . . -

Ixniuh 65:20 mentions w400 |
yeur life span that lends’ its€lf to

_the Great White ihmnc ‘[udg-

ment period.

. The context dm,)yn.mll W set
ting identic to that of the | (I(KL ’
year period ('Im 11:6-10; 65:25),
yu. it apncui’s pmtlmllcnnmh (uugu
«No other scriptural reference to o
millennial seiting of pewce unt
prosperity hml-. af u IOO-yenr tif

o sphh.,

Wc know, Jesus C hrint wnll bc:

’I—hr, VU'; cxwlgncg ‘
ol lhu L&lbt Great-Days
) folk)wmg, the
sevcneday"’ Feast of \
Tdbernauleb, indicates a
. » distinct period
rl‘or judging blllans
of humdn bo.mgs.

the ‘great Tithug u;cd upon thig
Great, White Fhrone (Acts 10 42
Rev. 20:11. 6:14-17). . ' -

Hsheep”

. ginner .

ju’él as the u;xhth

\*0 or! lml
Sreit Duy Festival {ollows the
scch-duy Feust of” Tubernucles.

The very existehee of this final

annual_festivi! indicutes u sepu-
rate, wnd -distinet period for judg-
ing billiegs of human.beings.

Bat. Kow dueu Judguuuu
wm'k’ A

Juﬂﬂmcm mlaundurutood

|l}~.l as the lnﬁe lar humumly v
vutum Js mivuhderstond, so, is
Stiyth about judgment. ¢

uny profossing, (.hrmlmm
hchch that Judgmcdl wonsisty ug
Christ_linigg "up - huinanity, um
wuuld ru;)mf i very. Tpng Iuw').
um)un 'y thém ‘oil her
“gduh

~ their, etu‘nu fuic. Bul “this is not
Che gmuﬂ procgs.

¢ Isuiah M "() explairs how “the
hundred. years old -
shiull bg(uu,uru i.” What clse but
¥ judgment snge period- could
accognts for th yaibility that o
sinner ive for ‘100 years. -

. under Christ's rule?

* Judgment requires: a judgL.
“lawy, o group ruled by the laws,
knowledye ofthe, laws, time to be
judged,a verdict und exceution of
_the verdick Once one under-
“signds that gudly Judgnwnt is n tj
~ demugogic cuprice, but a- delibe
.fu. evaluation: basgd on ldve for

-+ ing the tirgt 6, UM curs of human
4 history on karth. This is'the Great
- White Thpone Judgmcnt (vcrscs

T 1113). ’

) 5) Thy luke of hrp, fucied by
God, prowdes a-inercifyl death
for thuse who refuse to live God'

* way . (verses 14-15).

. Let’s concentrate on the Grcul '

. White Throne Judgment. This
- will be a- umt, unprcccdcntcd /in
the. 4

no time before or after will wo’

(mmy be resurrected and judged
n sugh o short period of time!

An cstimate of the pumber of

i pu)ple to be resurrected might
about 50 billion! Can we imagine
" .the breathtaking scenc when
Ghrist. will, by .divine fiat, raise

lions.to & vibrant physical exis-
tence? .

destroyed v«;rch 1-10).,
W pulgc:i_l.hc_pgunlc L
ow resurfecied, whe lived dur-

YM¥oaks of God's

« for ;1,000 yc.urs pn,vmus
riod, il should not geem “sur-
_prising - that gc White, Throne

" span is the nmv.. scgmcnl for: the .
—--—from-the-dead-these- untold -bil- -Great- White-

We know tha “books” uenu
tioned in Revelation 20:12 ar
Wtj‘rd the Holy -
Bible (John 12:47-48). :

v And we know that the names .
of the faithiul saints, tho:,e being

mercifully. judged ing ‘the
White Th n;v.,ah.ndg ill be .-
recorded ; ir ‘

Since Christ v\:ul be the grcm

p;lrhummtb benelit,-one cyn

_ see the prqfwnd mercy “of God
he ™ (Rom..5

:6-9). Judgment' iy o nec-
engnry blessing! ‘

Why s white throne? +

" In. Beripture, white can refer
~either to_light or righteousness,
which, spiritually, are one and the
~same (Rev. 19:8, l4) o,

Avs fairly plam, thun. that-’ lhe
_white throne in- qucluuon 20: l l

Judge then, und uncc that sume \\mplms a judgmunt cﬂ‘euud

o li:lﬂ

setting will 4 wminuatmn of -
the condition®” to ‘prevail d\mng
the Millepriium. = /-

Whether this l’GO-yenr lnl’e

- poténtate’s seat or, throne. Iy i

,tfcuding .

* The wurd xhrumf in Rcvdat n;\
20,11 medns a stut;ly seat 0

cates i monurch who rules; Ionw
I

»hx:onc.: ' 'dgmml hcgl

and th sdemons will be ‘cust into - ..

arkneb’s. _ beyond the"

: : g Tm 30@0-}&\6\/5 Oclober~November 1983




- How great a judgment!

e~

reaches of God’s whole universe.

.They will be ‘“wandering stars -

{fallen angels] for 'wham is
reserved - the blackness of /dark-
ness-f@revér” Jude 13). In Isaiah
50:3,. God says, . *'l ‘clothe the
heavens .with blackness.”

. Satan will::not be around. to

rcontest Christ’s - righteous «judg- .

ment of humanity durmg_‘ the

. White Throne Judgment’

AN

Why is this particular judg-

mg¢nt cailed a great one?, For two _
‘major reasons: < .

1) Jesus Chnst the Judgg, is -
astonishingly great in-all His
- makeup, purpose, mercy, power
#  ang-deve.’

2) This particular judgment is

great because of the untold bil- -

*. .lions upon -billions -of physical

human beings who will be merci-

- fully’ and lovmgly judged at one
-.hme

- Jesus pc:rsondlly obscrvcd the -

.7 Last Great Day, for it was -He
5 .,who instituted the day to symbol-
- - ize this very White Throne Judg~
’ mcnz (John 1:1-3,

14).

© What. - Jesus knew, you can
know. That last and great day of
the anrual festival ddys foreshad-

ows the greatest ime of salvation .

for the greatest number of peoplc
at gne time. How wonderful it is-
to know, the trutht . . 3

The ' proph;.l Ezekiel sheds‘
light on lhuse mcrcdnble num-

postmnllcnmal Remember that'

. the first resurrection; to' occur’as
« the Millennium begins, is to spmt

essence (Rey. 20:4-6). The resur-°
rection ‘at .the beginning of the

‘White Throne Judgment, howev-
. er, is to a physical state. .
" . Here God resurrects the whole

ied during . mankm¢s
illennia. (Ezek. 37:1-2,

'31’!

housc of Israel, which had ig&d
1

)

l rael may number into the bil-_
A_ﬁ,_hon&thcmsel#eﬁs -

. warn ng and .encouragemernt con--
. éerni g thcsc latter days: “Give a

time. The . opporlunmcs cxlthdcd
1o Israel will also be offered to the

* gentiles (R\)m 2:9-10, Isa. 19:24-

25).
Thank G
day of salvation (lIsa.

this is not the only
49:8,

. Revised. Sla dard Version).

i

‘l’ho olghth ay

Numbers n S;:rlpture often
carry 'special | significance. The
number 7, for instance, symbol-
izes completion or perfection,
“while the number 40 mdlcates
trial or testing.

The same is frue in the case of
the Last Grea Dy
referred to as t e,e:ghth day 6f

This 'last nd great
* day‘of the -
annual fes ival days
forcsha‘dows
~the- greatest tlme of .
salvation for the: ~
- greatest pumbery

" the\ Feast (Lev. 23: -6“): The word @

for the number Bi

W, which is.

, for thote billions to b

bohzcd by the Last Great Day

Festival or the eighth day of the
Feast.
Followmg this White Thro

~-Judgment comes a purging of this’
earth (11 Pet. 3:10-11) and an end:

to human . procreation and exis-
tence. But den’t bé sad — be hap-
py and grateful! Your future spir-
itual body will be everlasting,
while your physical one now is
temporary. “Nowvertheless we,

according to His promise, look:

for new hgavens and a new earth
in which righteoisness dwells”
(verse 13).

What, a glonous time! “And
%God will wipe away every tear
from’ their eyes; there shall.be no
‘morg.death, nor sorrow, nor cry-
mg. and there shall no -more
pain, for the former thmgs have
passed away” (Rev. 21:4).

Will you be'there? Will you be
wamng and anticipating through-

" out, the-millennial rule of Christ,

_while helping refurbish this earth

resur-
rected at. the beginning of the
White! Throne Judgment? Somc-

one Wwill!

‘And thosc who will besthere dt‘ '

the dawning of that Last Great
Day will be waitidg as spirit
beings — already literally born as
spirit-composed children of al-

i mmghty God and younger broth-

ers of -our Saviof, Jesus Chnst

-(Dan. 12:3).
At Jesus Christ’s Second Com- |

rds—eﬁ:ﬁng—-humanﬂ—y—wﬂl—bc—saved—ﬁom

serving to séven, and also to eigh

" for yop' do not know what e

be on the earth“ (Eccl 11:2). We
, “Cast gur bread upon
th‘cAWalers for ‘Yu 'will find it

after many days” (verse . .
- This - exhortation should ring -
' Ioud and clear .to usin the context

of the Last Great ‘Day, for God -
sets’ lhc example, follows His own

« " But what of .all" the, greater‘
* aumbgys of

geptiles who also.
lived apd dledi
period of time and who, too, will

be awaiting their one and only .

opportunity to be Judgef and

saved (bTim 2:4)? They will also-
. be- rcsurrectcd at that premse ‘

urkng\that same.

the same.,
God Himself wn‘l cast His spir-
itual bread upon \the watéers or®

“nations, of this earth both during

" pacies,

" The GOOD NEWS OCtober November 1983

‘the 1,000-year period,. portrayed

by the seven-day Feast of Taber-

and during the Gieat

White Throne Judgmem sym-
hY

-extinction because of a tiny group
—.of “elect”. people (Matt. 24:22).
A similar lopsided ratio will be
apparent at the raising of multiple

billions of people at the beginning

of the White Throne' Judgment. .

By comparison, the number of
those whao"will alréady have been
. born iinto God’s Family, though

numbering in the hundreds of .

millions or billigns, will be smail:

But those children of God — ydu

mendous opportunity to help the
rest .of humanity fulfill its awe-

some} potential and also be born -

" inta God's Family. .
Never will so many owe so
~much to so few. And they, even

-

instructions; Wzﬁpwcswtm —among' thenr — wilt-have the- O

now are ;waiting for" you' Please -

— be them' s '

. : . 27 7:_’.
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'OUR IMPACT -

A drunk driver carcening down_
. the highway is a threat 1o not only

‘himself ‘bu¥’everyone else in<his

path. He is jeopardizing his life as
well as the lives of ary others.
who, by chance, are on the road.
Drunk drivers are rcsponsxblc
fof many of the accidents, inju-
ries and deaths that occur daily
on the highways. Because of the
actions of drunk drivers, families
sulfer, with parents or children
being killed or maimed. Numer-
ous lives may be ‘wantonly
affected by the selfish, foolish
actions of ong individual. © .
This type of driver grossly vio-
lates God's commandment to
“love your neighbor as yourself”
(Matt. 22:39). '
“ And yet, however apparent it is
to_others, it may not occur to the
dgunk driver that he is taking
action ‘thal can . affect someonc
other than himself. The drunk
driver may even survive,one accj
dent only to cause the same ki

It a;lﬂl boils down to a question
-of responsibility. .

r aplruual rntponslblllly

wife named Tamar.
Tamar had no children because -

’

' out -our own salvation with fear

and ttembling (Phil. 2:12).
But do we really have a respon-
sibility for others? After-all, most

“of us have sufficient difficulty

striving to progress spmtually
ourselves.

The Iimpact of one's actions

The Old Testament example of
Judah and Tamar illustrates how
the actions of people really do
affect each other, sometimes trag-
ically. »

Judah he fourth son of
Jacob (¥éracl) and Leah. hedah
apparently did®not "give a .great
deal of thought to his choice of a
wife; he married the daughtcr of
a certain Canaanite A Three sons
were born of this arriage: (Gen

38:1-5).,

Er, Judahs firstborn, took a

Er was so wicked that God

ac!ually took his Iife (vcrses 6- -

7.
Judah required that his second

* son, Onan, marry his dead broth-

er’s wifé, to perpetuate his broth-
er‘s&name Onan refused to.fulfill

his responsibility and would. not

let Tamar .conceive. Onan’s

Er and -

By Ellis La Ravia

t

apparently, the two did not real-
“ize they were committing.

Judah recognized that he was
.wrong in withholding his last son
from Tamar and forcing her to
Yemain a young widow in his
household (yerse 26). He was also
wrong in consorting with.a
woman he thought to be a harlot.
Either way it was sin.

Tamar certainly was wrong in
inducing Judah to commit a sex-’
ual act with her so that she couid .
conceive.

These individuals weren't real-

* ly aware of the other’s needs. Or,

to whatever degree they were,

_they did not exhibit right cencern )

for éach other’s weifare.
Of course, God was not offer-
ing these two people spmtual sal-
vation at4hat time. Théy commit-
ted sins that they will have to
repent of before God gives them
His Holy Spirit, and they vividly
demonstrated their sglfish atti-
tudes for all to see. They were not
even concerned about ope. anoth-
er’s welfagre or interests in a phys-
ical waygfmuch less spiritually or
eternally. :

.Ourv actions aff_oct others
Perhaps we ean see more/clear-

ost of us who study the. Bible
that God “desires all men

. so that salvation

offered. We know that

and glv s them His Holy Spirit.”
To. each those people He has
od uses.a called minis-

.vT)n'e minister and the congre- .
gation together form the Church"

actions so displeased God that
God slew him, also (verses.8-10).

to fulfill the ‘responsibili-
ty to Er, his deceased brother.

‘But Judah would ‘not require his
to marry |

youngest son., Shelah,
Tamar. Tamar was commanded

“to remain a widow (verse 11).

In due time, Judah’s wife died.
Tamar still desired to 'have a
child, but she realized that Judah
did not intend. to give her as a

through whom God is working
out His holy purpose.

But what spiritual responsibili-.

ty does each Church member
have. uilhe salvggion of othérs?

“Christ related -that no one can’

come to
Father draws or calls the person
(John 6:44). And we must work

28-‘ : 5

Him unless God the:

This;left only Judah’s third -and-
* last so#n

ly now how our actions "affect
others. Virtually everything we

do has an impact on olheE

people..

In the Garden of Eden there
were only two people. But when
Eve believed Satan, it had an
impact on Adam. ,

Adam did not have sifficiént
character or strength to remind’
"Eve that God had forbidden them
to take of the tree of knowledge
of good and evil. Adam sinned.

““wife to Shelah, who wes by then

fully grown. So Tamar concealed

. her identity and induced judah to

commit sexual sin with Her. She

did conceive and later bore twins
- {verses 12-18. 27).

In this situatigpn between a
father and his daughtgr-in-law we

- see several gelfish actions that,

. enter hls mind. ~

Therefore, the entirety of the

human race — all of Adam’s off-
spring: — have been condemned -
"to death (I Cor. 15:21-23).

Did Adam perceive the impact ’
his wrong decision would have on’
all humanity? It probably dxd not

.

" We'all have a dramatic impact

-~ t - N
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on other§. Parents affect their

children. Husbands affect their

wives and wives their husbands.
Neighbor mvpac(s nclghbor .

No one grows‘up in a spm-

tually sterile society. There¢ is the

- ever present, unseen influence of

. Satan, as well as the influence of

-~ other people, who are either’
.influenced by Satam, or by God
through God's Holy Spirit. We

. do not live in a spiritual vacuum.

And all of our rclaﬁonshlps are
spiritual. We all have impact
upon others.

When God rcldl(,d the Ten
, Commandments to Israel, He
intended for each Israelite 10
obcy them. This was for the good
' =of each individual. But it was also

for the good. of the entire nation.

The actions of cach person had an

“impact on evcryonc else. ,1

. This is as teue lOddy as‘n was |
then. Wheiher we heed' the com-.
miandment **Y ou shall not kilk" or
* hate and harm othgr people, it
directly affects- ous = .
salvation.
When Cain slew
his brother Abel. it
had a direct bearing
upon both. Abel no”
longer had life.
Cain’s problems
were -compounded
and the murder had
a personal impd(.l on
him.
The. same i true

" of.every act or deed

affects our relauonshnp with
- either God cr man, _and usua")
- both. -~
This is Why Christ summarized
our activities towird one another
by commanding us to love our
neighbor as ourselves (Matt..
22:39). . '
’ Latel3 God mspxred Paul to

The GOOD NEWS f)c!obgr»Novembe[ 1983

M \.

claborate on .this principle,
mstrucmng us to “bear one anoth-
er’s burdens” (Gal. "6:2). “Let
cach of you look out not only for

his own interests, but also for the *|

mterests ~of Sthers™ (Phil. 2:4).
+We must always consider how

. our deeds_affect others.

To express our love to God and
neighbor; we must identify with
God’s purpose for human life.
God’s whole purpose, as true

Christians_know. is.to repraduce -

Himself. (For more information,
request our free booklet Your
Awesome Future — How Reli-
gion Deceives You by writing to
our mailing address nearest you.)
To fulfill our purpose in this life,
‘we must ¢ach build godly charac-
- ter, and we must love our neigh-
_bor enough to assisg him in the
same pursyit.
- Our actions must always
reﬂecl an under--
“standing of- lwhls

| precious . truth.. .
God is not just sa}_’?\agyus.

but seeks to save” all
And keeping His comimandments
affects our personal saivation as
well as the salvation ‘of others,
just as Judkh's actions affected
both his apd Tamar's entire phys-
ical lives. Just as Adam’s and

N Eve‘i_tions affected both Adam

“one anyt
- nbthing of anyone —- to love one

mankind.

and Evc Just. as Cain’s acupns
affected Abel. . .
What each of ug does as a tsue
Christian _affects not only our
spiritual - lives but the spfntual
lives of others. Do we see the
spiritual impact and responsnblh—

ty that we have?

Condgcting ourselves in a J

© godly way

All of our dcsxres goa( and
purposes must.be fulfilled in 6be-
dience to Geod's law, for this is the
only way we can both enhance
our spiritudl lives and the spiri-
tual welfare of others. .

It is"a gross mistake*and a spin--

itual sin not to consider each of .

our actions from this point of
view. We must consider what
effect our actions have on the sal~
vation of olh,crs

God ommands ‘us to owe no
g — to wrongly desire

another. He who loves another
fulfills the law. Love works no ilt

" toward his neighbor (Rom. 13:8-

10)..

Rather, we are to help, assist

and strengthen one another to

ep God’s commandments. -

We are to provoke one anoth-
er to love-and. to good works

> We.are to assemble our-

seﬁves togethcr for this

express purpose (Heb.
10:24-25). ’

F

- Yes, we do.havc, e

a pan in the salva-
of other

. tion ]
‘ _people. We can-

not convert or

change anyone,

but eur actions

and attitudes

toward each other

" can efther hinder or
“help others.

What cach of us

must (consider is the

“impact we have -on-other- - -

people. Do we always consider
the salvation ‘of other people in
our conduct toward them?

The epitome of love is to help
others in the spiritual process of
becoming sons and daughters
born intd God’s Kingdom. This is
the greatest love we can have, for
it is godly love. O
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here did we get Christmas?

Doges it really celebrate
‘ I the birthday of Jesus? How
much do you know about the
origin of Santa Claus — mistletoe
— the Christmas tree — Yule -
logs —- exchanging gifts? Very few
' people know why they believe
" what. they do about Christmas and

~

its customs. If you want to/knowl
the facts, write for a copy of
our free booklet The Plain Truth
About. Christmas. For a copy,
just send your request to our Gaod
News mdiling address nearest -
you. You wﬂl find-a full list of our
addresses on the inside front
‘cover of this magazine. . ..
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