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Are YOU Doing YOUR Part?

Many are not dOing the work God bas called them to do. Are you?

HE GREATEST and the most impor-
I tant work on this earth today is
the WORK OF GoOb!

God’s work involves all nations and
people! It is going to affect the future
of all mankind! He is just now prepar-
ing the stage for end-time cataclysmic
events which will shake this world to
its senses.

You Have Your Part

You are called to have a vital and
necessary part in that work. You prob-
ably do not remotely realize the tre-
mendous responsibility that God has
laid upon our shoulders, because you
have not yet perceived what great
things God is doing, and will do
through His Church.

This work requires the diligent and
zealous labor of all those in the Church,
and yet many of you are not doing
your part! Many of you do not realize
the seriousness of the time. You do not
realize your particular part in complet-
ing the work that God has given us to
do.

We know too many sic on the side-
lines and criticize those who are doing
the work, while they fail miserably to
perform what God has called them
personally to do. This should not be!

This is not a one-man work, nor is
it alone the work of God’s ministry, not
the work of Ambassador College. It is
the responsibility and work of the com-
plete body of Christ—the whole Church
of God. No vne man, no group ol men,
no local congregation can alone per-

Read this article to be sure.

by L. Leroy Neff

form the tremendous task which God
has laid before us. It requires the power
of the Spirit of God within all of us
working zealously together to perform
this mighty task.

This Prophecy Concerns You
Personally

There is a prophecy which has been
read in your hearing many times over
the WORLD TOMORROW program
that you probably do not even yet fully
realize. It is a prophecy which vitally
and personally affects you wherever you
are. It involves many things that you
probably do not realize.

Jesus Christ foretold these days in
which we live. He said that in this end
time His work would be accomplished.
“And this gospel of the Kingdom
SHALL be preached in all the world
for a witness unto all nations; and then
shall the end come” (Mate. 24:14).
This prophecy concerns you personally
—not just Mr. Armstrong, or the min-
istry of God’s Church. It requires the
collective efforts of all God’s people,
empowered by the Holy Spirit of God
to fulfill this vital end-time prophecy.

No other work—no other church—
is preaching this seme gospel of the
Kingdom to the world today.

This prophecy is the end-time ful-
fillment of the Great Commission that
Jesus Christ gave to His Apostles before
He teturned to heaven. He commanded
His Church-—His ministry—ta preach
his gospel w the world as a witness,
“teaching them to observe all things

whatsoever 1 have commanded you:
and lo, I am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world” (Matt. 28:20).

No other church is teaching the
world to observe the things that Christ
commanded. The churches today do not
believe in observing anything except
those pagan holidays which God con-
demns. They do not observe the things
that God commanded, and which Christ
and the New Testament Church did
observe.

Here again is more proof that this
1s actually the work of God. It is the
work that God has called you, along
with all of the others in God’s Church,
to perform.

This is the work for the Body of
Christ in our day. This is “one body”
and not many! It is one work, and not
many works. God’s Church is not splic
and divided into all different sects and
denominations. It is one work that God
is doing through His Church.

Preparing the Way for Christ

We cach pray almost daily “Thy
kingdom come” as Jesus Christ in-
structed us in the "Lord’s Prayer.” We
also sing fervently “Come thou Almighty
King.” But do you realize that Christ
our King will not come till you and all
of the others in God's Church, empow-
ered by the Spitit of God, have per-
formed this work firsc?

Christ will not come now—today or
tomorrow—nbeccause the work will not
yet be tushed. There is o tretendous
amount of that work yet undone. Before
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Christ will return, the prophecy of
Matthew 24:14 will be fulfilled.

God has given us a very singular and
wonderful work to do. A work that He
has called no other generation to do.
No other people have had such a won-
derful opportunity. And yet, most of
us do not fully realize or recognize it.

In a sense, God has called us to pre-
pare the way for Christs return. What
a wonderful thought, that God has
entrusted us with such a vital mission
in this end time!

Many Do Not Answer the Call

God states that He has opened a
great door for us (Rev. 3:8) and yet
sometimes we are hardly able to take
advantage of the many, many opportuni-
ties—doors—that He does open up to
us.

Why is this so?

Why is it continually necessary for
this great work of God to be so needful
of sufficient funds to carry out this work
and to go through new doors God is
opening?

Why is it Mr. Armstrong is com-
pelled to frequently send out impas-
sioned pleas for help?

Why is it that only a small fraction
ot God’s Church recently responded to
his urgent request for pledges?

The reason is made very plain in the
Scriptures. Tt is not God's faule. God is
calling many thousands of people. But
only a few of those whom God has
called to send in of their tithes and
offerings are answering that call. Only
4 part of those whom God has called
into His Church are faithfully doing
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their financial part or praying as they
should.

That is the reason! Many are not
answering the call of God to serve finan-
czally. Some of thosc who do answer are
not faithful in continuing their devotion
and service to God. They either do not
regularly send in tithes and offerings, or
they are not faithful in continuing.

Willing to Serve?

There are many people who are
petfectly willing to say: “Here am I,
Lord, send me.” But when it gets right
down to the details, these people are
not willing to serve God wncondition-
ally, without reservation, without amy
strings attached. There are many who
would want to be sent as evangelists or
office managers. But few are willing to
be sent or to serve in whatever capacity
God assigns them!

Why are there not more people like
David who was willing to be a “door-
keeper” in the House of God? David
was not seeking after high position
and glory. As a result he was given
gteat honor and glory in this physical
life, and will have great glory in the
Kingdom of God. He was willing to do
the menial tasks.

God wants men and women who will
yield themselves and dedicate their
lives to God completely, without reser
vation or strings attached. He wants
people who will not say, "I want this
job or that job,” “I want to work here
or there,” "1 want to work under these
particular conditions.” Instead: “Here
am I, use me in whatever way you
wish.”

God wants dedicated people who will
continue faithfully after the newness
wears offt and the work may become
“routine”—who will bc satisfied in the
job and not “"grow weary in well doing.”

On a recent baptizing tour several
people asked me: “Why don’t you have
a church in our small town? Other
churches do. And why don’t you have
a school here for my children?” These
were the people who look to Mr. Arm-
strong to provide all of these things
for the whole world. These same people
were not doing their part. God had
called (hemn and yer they were not
faithful in the litdle chings that God
had already given them to do. Usually
the ones who are the most critical are
the ones who do nothing. 1f we are
not faithful in litcle things, God will not
make us responsible for the big things.

God’s Work Is Growing!

In spite of all the need, God's work
1s sull growing at a tremendous ratc.
Much work is being done. Much fruit
is being borne. Thousands of lives are
being changed continually, and people
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are turning to God’s way of life for the
first time in cheir life.

The broadcast is going forth con-
tinually with greater power. New sta-
tions are being added so that more new
people are able to listen to the broad-
cast. The literature is going out in
greater quantity all the rtime. New
booklets are being added. Many new
articles are available on a great variety
of Bible subjects. The literature leaves
the Ambassador College Press Building
by the tons.

The overseas work is expanding
so rapidly that we are hardly able 0
send enough called and trained person-
nel to fill the need. New ordinations
of deacons, elders, and ministers are
taking place from time to time. Yes,
God’s work is sprinting forward at a
greatly accelerated pace in spite of our
lack and continual need.

Baptismal Tour Shows Fruit
of God’s Work

Some of the fruit of this work has
been brought to my attention in re-
cent weeks. I was very happy to have
the privilege of going on one of our
baptizing tours for just two and one-
half weeks. Assisting me was Mr. Bill
Winner, a junior at the college. We
met many people from all walks of
lifc who are having their lives changed
18 a result of this work of God. This
reminded me of Christ’s parable of the
seed as found in Macthew 13. He ex-
plained that many do hear the word of
God but do not fully understand it.
Even those things which they do un-
derstand are caught away by Satan. We
met several people just like that on our
tour. They had heard the word of the
Kingdom of God which Christ preached
over the WORLD TOMORROW broadcast.
They understood a few things, and
came to us for more. But in several
cases, what little they did understand
was being snatched away by Satan.

I am reminded of a young man in
just this situation. He had heard the
broadcast and understood many of the
things concerning the truth. But he did
not do as the Bereans did to prove
whether these things are so (Acts
17:11), and search the Scriprures daily.
He went to the "higher critics” for
proof as to whether or not God's Word
was inspired. He was not grounded in
the Word of God yet, so only confusion
and questions resulted. Satan, through
his “higher critics,” was snatching away
what litde this young man understood.

Weighed in the Balance?

The city of San Francisco is also
an example of what Christ said in this
parable. Here is one of the great cities

(Please continne on page 11)



Does It Matter Which Days
We Observe?

Some brethren need to WAKE UP from their spiritzml laxit)/ and
begin to perform what Jesus commanded!

UR BAPTIZING tours have discov-
O ered a dreadful spiritual condi-
tion among some brethren.

They have found, for example, that
some have been carelessly neglecting
Jesus’ passover command: “Do this in
remembrance of Me.”

Some admitted they just “forgot”
about the passover service. Others in-
sisted they did not know where to pur-
chase wine!

Brethren! 1F, INDEED SOME OF
YOU ARE BRETHREN, this must not
be!

THINK of it! Some of you have sup-
posedly ACCEPTED THE BLOOD OF
JESUS CHRIST—His PERFECT, Holy,
Righteous Self, in yoxr stead! You have
asked your Heavenly Father to apply the
sacrifice of THAT perfect Life to blot
out YOUR SINS!

WHAT AN INEXCUSABLE, UN-
THINKABLE, HEEDLESS, CARELESS,
UNGRATEFUL ACT—to IGNORE
the command of yowur Saviouwr to ob-
serve the commemoration of the shed-
ding of that precious blood!

You who have done such a thing, I
sternly REBUKE with the very indigna-
tion of Almighty God, and in the name
of the Jesus Christ you have been
FORGETTING!

Don’t carelessly say: “I don't see as it
makes any difference whether T observe
these days”!

It Does Make a Difference!

Brethren, it does make a difference!
Your eternal destiny depends on it! You
are soon—very soon—going to stand
hefore the judgmenr bar of Christ. Then
you won't carelessly say: "I do not think
it makes much difterence”; or, “Here is
the way I look at my situation.”

It does not matter how yoz look at
it, or what you think. God says it makes
a difference with Hine! You can’c treat
His Son with disrespect and get away
with it! There is a way that scems right
o a man—to some of YOu—but the end
result are the ways of death (Proverbs
14:12).

You will be judged by what God
says—not by what you think!

Bur neglecte of the passover service
is not the only cause of spiritual lack.
Many more of you have been neglecting
to attend the Feast of Tabernacles. Some

by Herman L. Hoeh

living no more than 250 miles from the
Tabernacle grounds claim “it is too far
to go’—or they “just did not have the
money.”

These typical excuses are not valid
reasons. The only reason some of you
do not have sufficient money is that you
have failed to save your second tithe-—
you have been disobedient! And as for
distance—there is no distance too great
to keep you from the feast if you want
to come. Some brethren travel 2500
miles each way to attend!

The teal reason why some of you
have not been coming is that you are
ashamed of your spiritual condition—
your smoking habits you haven't over-
come—jyour other problems. Brethren,
that is just the reason you need the
Feast of Tabernacles! You cannot afford
to miss it!

I met one man last year at the feast
whom I had not seen for six yecars! He
confessed to me: “I had to come. |
found myself drifting—1 knew I could
not continue that any longer. So I am
here and will continue to be here hence-
forth.”

Yes, it does make a difference!

A New Testament Command

The Church of God today is a New
Testament Church. Its Head, Jesus
Christ, preached the New Testament
gospel. Nowhere did Jesus during His
entite New Testament ministry ever
observe the temporary customs of the
law of Moses.

Christ never once offered an animal
sacrifice. Yet Christ kept the sabbath
and the annual festivals—and we shall
see He commanded us to do the same.

Jesus kept the feast of Tabernacles
(John 7:2, 10, 14, 37). He set us an
example that we should follow His
steps! The apostle John was inspired to
write: “He that saith he abideth in him
(Jesus Christ) ought himself also so to
walk, even as he (Christ) walked” (1
John 2:6).

Are we walking as Christ walked?
Are we doing the things Christ com-
manded?

Jesus commanded His apostles to
teach their converts “to observe ALL
THINGS WHATSOEVER 1 HAVE COM-
MANDED YOU" (Matthew 28:20). You
have been raught these things. But it

seems some have carelessly neglected to
heed that teaching!

The apostle Paul commanded Chris-
tians to follow him as he followed
Christ. What was Paul’'s example?

Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles, not
only observed the sabbath and the an-
nual festivals, but commanded his con-
verts to do the same! It is in your New
Testament!

So the sabbath and the annual Holy
Days were not done away with after all.
Of course! They originated before the
law of Moses—and they now continue
long after the law of Moses ceased to
be binding.

But notice the examples of Scripture.
Notice the inspired New Testament
practice of God’s Church. Notice why
we do these things today!

The New Testament PROOF

In I Corianthians 5:7-8 we have a
New Testament command to a church
predominantly of Gentile origin. Notice
Paul’s instruction! “Purge out therefore
the old leaven, that ye may be a new
lump . . .” Why? Why put out leaven,
the type of sin?

“For even Christ our passover is sacri-
ficed for us.” Sin has been paid for.
Christ paid for and conquered sin in the
flesh! Therefore let us keep sin from
recapturing us. Let us keep sin out of
our lives! How? By what annual re-
minder? Here is the apostle’s answer:

“Therefore let us keep the feast, not
with old leaven"—put away leaven out
of your houses each feast—not only the
physical leaven and leavening agents,
but also “the leaven of malice and
wickedness” and keep the feast “with
the unleavened bread of sincerity and
cruch.”

No Easter here. No Lenc herc. Bure
instead the New Testament passover
and Feast of Unleavened Bread.

In T Corinthians 11:18-34 the apos-
tle had to explain in detail how to keep
the passover in the local congregation.

To these same Gentile converts at
Corinth Paul writes: “For 1 will not scc
you now by the way; but I trust to
remain a while with you, if the Lord
permit. But I will remain at Ephesus
until Pentcecost” (1 Cor. 16:7-8). No
Hallowe'en here—or Christmas  or
Whitsunday! But what do we find? The
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teast of Pentecost—and in the predomi-
nantly Gentue city ot Ephesus!

Tnat shouird not surprise us. Fifty-
tour days arter everytning that was
natled to the cross was apolished the
disciples and apostles were assembied to
keep the day of Pentecost! Notice Acts
2:1, "And when the day of Pentecost”
—one of the annual festivals God or-
dained, not some pagan feast—". . . when
the day of Pentecost was being fulfilled,
all were together in the one place”
(Panin trans.).

Here again is the New Testament ex-
ample. What could be plainer!

Now turn to Acts 20:6. "And we"—
Luke and those with him—"sailed away
from Philippi"—a Gentile city—"after
the days of unleavened bread . ..” No-
tice. Luke did not sail after Easter or
some other pagan holiday. They sailed
away after they had marked the days
of unleavened bread!

Example of the Colossian Church

Did you know that your New Testa-
ment reveals the Gentile converts at Co-
losse were keeping the annual sabbaths,
were following God’s calendar, and
rested cach weekly sabbath? It is there
and yet you probably have never noticed
it! The very scripture most often quoted
against these days is, in fact, the strong-
est proof they were being kept!

These Gentile converts, like the
Thessalonians, "became followers of the
churches of God which in Judaea are
in Christ Jesus” (1 Thess. 2:14). The
churches of God in Judaea kepr these
days. They followed the example of the
Headquarters church in Jerusalem. And
the scattered churches of God in the
Gentile world followed their example!

Notice Paul's commendation of the
converts at Colosse. “For though I be
absent in the flesh, yet am [ with you
in the spirit, joying and beholding your
order, and the stedtastness of your faith
in Christ” (Col. 2:5). Paul had never
seen or visited with these converts. The
local church had been raised up by one
of Paul’'s evangelists. The apostle Paul
had received a glowing report of the
church. The Church of God at Colosse
was following Christ—doing the things
He did, keeping the days Ile kept. They
had ceased their pagan customs. They
had quit their heathen practices. “And
you, that were sometime alienated and
enemies in your mind by wicked works,
yet now hath he (Christ) reconciled
in the body of his flesh through death,
to present you holy and unblameable . . .
if ye continue in the faith grounded and
settled, and be not moved away from
the hope of the gospel . . .7 (Col.
1:21-23).

These Gentile converts, verse 27, had
been called out of the world—called
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to separate from the traditions of the
world—put they sl lived 1n a worid
steeped with pagan superstition and
custom. They were under pressure trom
their ncighpors to give up thewr uew-
found tartn. Their Gentile neighbors did
not like them taking up witnh Biblical
practices. They did not want any “Jew-
ish practises” developing in theur com-
munity! They wanted everybody to con-
tinue with the traditions and doctrines
of the pagan philosophers, whom the
world respected. They weren't about to
have their pagan holidays replaced by
God's holy days, or their sunworship
rites superseded by the weekly sabbath,
or the pagan Roman calendar replaced

by God’s calendar.

Gentilc Colossians Were Ascetic

Colosse was a very ascetic community.
The people thete did not believe in
enjoying pieasure. They believed in a
region of severity. They believed in
rigidly suppressing the body “in order
to purify te sout.” They thought that
any indulgence of the senses was wrong.
They fasted often, punished themselves,
were vegetarians in part, refused to eat
those clean meats God created for us,
and thought drinking wine was terrible!

To keep everybody “in line” they
brought social pressure, and instituted
local “blue laws” to keep the preaching
of the gospel from spreading. (See The
Church in the Roman Empire Before
A.D. 170, by W. M. Ramsay, Chapter
X.) These pagan beliefs were commonly
known to the heathen by the name
“philosophy.” Paul used this very word
in Colossians 2:8: “Beware lest any man
spoil you through philosophy and vain
deceir, after the tradition of men, after
the rudiments (or basic concepts) of
the world, and not after Christ.”

Philosophy was the doctrine that you
could pay for your own sins by denying
yourself the pleasures of the body. It
was a pagan doctrine which denied the
need of a Saviour. It was called philoso-
phy because the pagan philosophers
were responsible for its inrroducrion.
Socrates, Plato and Aristotle, among
others, taught that the soul was im-
mortal, that the body was a prison
house, that the soul would be released
from this prisonhouse of flesh only if
it were purified from any desires of
the flesh.

The early Catholic writers used this
same expression in their day to mean
asceticism. "It was very common . . . to
call an ascetic mode of life ‘philo-
sophical,’ or ‘the life of a philosopher.’

. The growing sentiment had ics
roots partly in the prevailing ideas of
contemporary philosophy, which instinc-
tively emphasized strongly the dualism
of spiric and macter, and the necessity
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of subduing the latter to the former,
and partly 1n the mcreasing moral cor-
ruptness of society.” “The Neo-Platonic
phuosophy of the rtimes, through its
doctrine of the purification ot the soui
by its liberation rrom the body or sensu-
ous things, raughe celibacy and ascetic
practices generally.” (From pp. 252 and
546 of Nicene und Post-Nicene Fathers
of the Christian Church, second series,
edited by Schaff and Wace.)

Those who foliowed this philosophy
were stern ascetics. They were the op-
posite of many other Gentiles who loved
pleasure and indulged in the sins of the
flesh, whose motto was “"Let us eat and
drink, for tomorrow we die.”

Not so the Grecian Gentiles at Co-
losse. They severely judged their Chris-
tian neighbors for the least infraction
of ascetic behavior. They did not like
to see the Christians freely eating meat
good for food, or drinking moderately,
or keeping the sabbath and the annual
festivals. That is why Paul wrote: “Let
no man therefore judge you for eating
or drinking, or in connection with the
observance of an holyday, or of the new
moon, or of the sabbath days” (Col.
2:16, margin) .

Here were Gentile converts, judged
by relatives and neighbors, for doing
the things Jesus did, Gentiles being
judged for their parc in the celebration
of festivals commanded to be observed
forever. Here were Gentiles judged for
keeping holy the days God made holy!
And yet this versc has been cleverly
quoted by the churches to make it say
the exact opposite of what it does say.
Ir is rime we noticed what this chapter
really says. It is time we sec for our-
selves the meaning of this scripture, and
quit taking for granted what it nowhere
says!

Not Law of Moses

Probably most of us have raken for
granted for years that Paul is writing
about the law of Moses in Colossians—
that the newly converted Gentiles therc
were being led into “Judaism.” This is
absolutely untrue! There is not one in-
dication that there were any Jews at-
tempting to lead Christians into Juda-
ism. (See the plain admission of this
in the Introduction to Colossians in the
International Critical Commentary.)

Paul does indeed speak of Judaism in
Galatians and Romans, but #o¢ here in
the book of Colossians. Notice with
your own eyes the startling proof herc
revealed proof that the converted Gen-
tile Colossians were being judged by
their heathen neighbors for beeping the
days God muade holy!

Consider verse 8 again. “"Beware Jest
any man spoil you through philosophy
and vain deceit”—ict does #ot say the
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law of Moses. It does speak of pagans
who adhered to “philosophy.”

Continuing: “after the rudiments
(fundamental beliefs) of the world,
and not after Christ.” The evil doctrines
Paul is condemning were of the world.
The world then was a Gentile world. 1t
was a pagan Roman world, filled with
foolish and vain traditions. The Jews
prided themselves on being racially sepa-
rate from the world. The Jews thought
themselves superior to the sinful Gen-
tile world. So these traditions were Gen-
tile traditions which Paul warns us to
beware of!

Now verses 9 and on: “For in him
(Christ) dwelleth all the fullness of
the Godhead bodily.” God dwelt in
Christ, not in the philosophers. “And yc
are complete in Him, which is the head
of all principality and power.” We arc
made perfect in Christ, not through
asceticism and human traditions. Christ
is the Head over all. He is the One we
must look to, not to the highly vaunted
philosophers.

“In whom (Christ) also yc are cir-
cumcised with the circumcision made
without hands, in putting off the body
of the sins of the flesh by the circum-
cision of Christ” (verse 10). Paul else-
where reveals we are to be circumcised
“in the heart” (Romans 2:29).

Christ conquered sin in the flesh. 1f
we surrender ourselves to Christ, He
will enter into us through His Holy
Spirit and clean us up, conquer our sins
—<circumcise our hearts or minds spirit-
ually. Physical circumcision involves
cutting away a tiny portion of flesh, but
Christ circumcises the whole body which
is full of sin. He enables us to complete-
ly cut away sin out of our lives—en-
ables us to bury all our past sins in the
watcrs of baptism, as you read in Col.
2:12: “Buried with him in baptism,
wherein also ye ate risen with him
through the faith of the operation of
God"—taith in God’s ability to supply
us with the Holy Spirit and raise us
from a dead past to new life just as
He “hath raised him (Christ) from the
dead.”

Sin, Not Law, Blotted Out

“And you,” Paul conunues, “being
dead in your sins and the UNCIRCUMCI-
SION OF YOUR FLESH —these people
were, prior to conversion, uncircumcised
Gentiles—"hath he (the Father) quick-
¢ned together with him (Christ), hav-
ing forgiven you all trespasses.”

Cod forgives sin. These Gentile con-
verts had sinned. They had been fol-
lowing the foul, heathenish practices of
the world about them. They had been
irying o pay for thetr own hure con-
sciences by penance, by asceticisni. Bui
always they had their past to live with.
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No matter what they gave up or denied
themselves, their consciences continued
to plague them. They still weren't for-
given.

Now things were different. They had
really been forgiven. They were no
longer bound to their past sins. They
had no longer the guilt of following
human customs, human ordinances, hu-
man decrees and vanity. Their sins had
been blotted out; Christ had taken them
away. Every truly converted person
knows what a relief it is to have his
sins blotted out forever, never to reap-
pear in the judgment. And it was all
accomplished by Christ who “bare our
sins in his own body on the tree” (I
Peter 2:24).

What Was Nailed to the Cross?

Notice that Christ was nailed to the
cross. He bore our szns. When He shed
His blood from the cross in our stead,
He thereby blotted out all our sins by
paying for them in full with His own
life. It is sz which was blotted out.
Notice Acts 3:19, “that your sins may
be blotted ont” “Have mercy upon me,”
cried David, “blot out my transgres-
sions. . . . Hide thy face from my sins,
and blot out all mine iniquities” (Psalm
51:1, 9).

Turn now to II Corinthians 5:10:
“For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ; that every onc
may receive the things done in his body,
according to that he hath done, whether
ic be good or bad.” Are your bad deeds
covered by the blood of Christ? Are
the sins which stood against you blotted
out?

Next, read Revelacion 20:12. Here 18
what happens in the final judgment.
"And I saw the dead, small and great,
stand before God; and the books were
opened . . . and the dead were judged
out of those things which were written
in the books, according to their works.”

The record of your past sins stands
at this moment against yozm—unless
Christ’s blood covers them, blots them
out. Christ died to blot our the written
record of your and my guilty past. The
record of our past sins has been figura-
tively nailed to the cross, taken out of
the way.

Now we all can better understand
Colossians 2:14. Notice this verse as it
stands in the King James Version.
“Blotting out the handwriting of ordi-
nances that was against us, which was
contrary to us, and took it out of the
way, nailing it to his cross.”

Haven't you assumed this verse to
mean God’s law?—some assume the ten
commandments, others the law of Moses.
But look ut the verse again.

What 15 blotted ouc? SIN! Lo does not
say “the ten commandments.” Tt does
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not read “law of Moses,” or “works of
the law.” It reads “handwriting of
ordinances.”

What “ordinances” were these?

Sinful Pagan Customs

Let the Bible answer. Paul tells us in
verses 20 to 23 of this same chapter!

“Wherefore if ye"—the Gentile con-
verts—'be dead with Christ from the
rudiments (fundamental principles or
ideas) of the world, why, as though
living in the world, are ye subject to
ordinances” (verse 20). ORDI-
NANCES! Notice it. But which ordi-
nances? Notice the answer in the next
verse: “(Touch not; taste not; handle
not; which are all to perish with the
using;) AFTER THE COMMAND-
MENTS AND DOCTRINES OF
MEN?”

There you are! They were human
traditions! Ways of sin! Continuing:
“Which things have indeed a shew of
wisdom in  will worship”—pagan
asceticism—"and humility, and neglect-
ing of the body”’—appearing ourwardly
humble and self-denying, but inwardly
self-righteous—"but are of no value
against indulgence of the flesh” (last
part from Panin trans.).

Did you catch it? These evil practices
were pagan ordinances, or customs of
men—based on the commandments and
doctrines of pagan speculative philoso-
phy. They were hbeathen ordinances,
heathen customs forbidding people from
touching, tasting and handling those
things God allows. We see the same
customs today: don’t dance, don’t drink,
cte. in pseudo-Christianity today!

Those heathen Gentiles at Colosse
did not want the righteousness of God.
They wanted their own righteousness.
“Don’t eat this! Don’t drink that! Don’t
touch something else.” In other words, a
pagan religion of “don'ts!”

So the original inspired Greek for
"handwriting of ordinances” is not even
referring to Moses’ laws! In fact this
is not a proper translation! The original
Greek reads cheirographon tois dog-
masin. It does not mean a code of laws.

The Greek word for “handwriting”
originally referred to “a note of hand,
or writing in which one acknowledges
that money has either been deposited
with him or lent to him by another, to
be returned at an appointed time.”
(From Thayer’s Lexicon. )

It came later to refer to any acknowl-
edgment of debt. We all owe a spirit-
ual debt to God because of sin. We
have all sinned and must pay that penalty
or have Christ pay it for us. That is the
meaning of the word “handwriting”
here—an acknowledgment of debr. Bur
how was 1w utiginally incured: Whia
did the Colossians do that brought on
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that debt of sin? The answer is in verse
13. What was blotted out were trespasses
(verse 13, last part) incurred through
following sinful ordinances, believing
lying dogmas—Ilike the doctrine of the
immortality of the soul which was at
the root of pagan asceticism!

Nothing is said here about any “law
of Moses” Those Gentiles had never
heard of or kept zhat law!

So the written record of sins which
were blotted out involved the frightful
practice of evil pagan ordinances for
which Christ paid the penalty and God
forgave us.

How Colossians OBEYED

The Colossians had been taught the
gospel. They obeyed it. They were
doing the things Christ did. Christ was
living His life in them as they yielded
to Him. They were being knit together
in love (Col. 2:2). Love is the fulfill-
ment of the law (Romans 13:10). The
Colossians  were keeping God’s law.
Like other Gentiles they had not heard
of God's law before it was preached to
them. (See Romans 2:12,13.) They did
not know the way of love. But now
they not only knew it, they were
practicing it!

They were no longer ascetics, trying
to conquer the flesh by themselves.
They were  conquering  themselves
through the Holy Spirit. But God gives
His Holy Spirit only to those “who
OBEY Him” (Acts 5:32). Because the
Colossian Christians were obeying God,
it made their neighbors feel self-
condemned and inferior. Their neigh-
bors began sitting in judgment of them
—condemning them—for following the
ways of Christ which they had newly
learned. And what were these Christians
being judged for? Notice it! It was not
for keeping Christmas and Easter and
Sunday—pagan holidays, not for absti-
nence from certain foods and alcohol!
No indeed! But—notice it:

“Let no man therefore judge you in
cating and drinking” (margin)-—the
Colossians were no longer ascetics—
“or in connection with the observance
of an holyday, or of the new moon, or
of the sabbaths.”

That is what they were being judged
for—"in connection with the observ-
ance” (as Moffate translates it)—of
God's festivals, His calendar measured
by the new moon, and the sabbath!

The once-pagan Colossians never kept
these days before! They were heathen
prior to conversion. Now that they had
learned the gospel, they wete keeping
holy the days God made holy. And Paul
is warning them not to return to or be
influenced by their old pagan ways—the
ways of their relatives and neighbors
who hated God’s law and His festivals.

The GOOD NEWS

For years most of us have taken for
granted that these verses in Colossians
were speaking of the law of Moses and
rituals and sacrifices. They are not!

There is nothing here about the cere-
monial law—about animal sacrifices and
drink offerings.

The original Greek is en broosei and
en poses and means “in eating and in
drinking.” It does not mean meat and
drink offerings. Every competent scholar
acknowledges this to be true—yet they
assuyme it does not mean eating and
drinking but sacrificial rituals!

No, these verses are speaking of the
Christian liberty to enjoy life! Jesus
came eating and drinking (Matthew
11:19 and Luke 7:34). Jesus set us the
example. He was no ascetic! And
neither were the Colossian Christians
any longer! They were daily enjoying
the Christian life in temperance and
self-control, and especially in connection
with each feast, every new month and
the weekly sabbaths!

What Did They Foreshadow?

Now notice verse 17. “Which are
shadows of things to come . . . Or,
better translated, “which foreshadow
things to come.” Did these scriptural
days foreshadow things to come? Indeed!

Does the weekly sabbath foreshadow
good things to come? Indeed it does!
Not only is the weekly sabbath a me-
morial of creation—bur it also fore-
shadows the seventh 1000-years in
which man shall rest from his labors
of sin. In speaking of the seventh day
of the week, in Hebrews 4:4, the apostle
Paul goes right on to show that that
day foreshadows God's thousand year
millennial rest. But does that do away
with the weekly sabbath? Not at all!
“There remaineth therefore the keeping
of a sabbath to the people of God"
(Hebrews 4:9, margin). Sabbathkeep-
ing is a TEST OF OBEDIENCE. No one
shall enter into an cternal rest unless
he first, here and now, is willing to
enter into the rest of each sabbath, each
seventh day of the week. And that is
exactly what the Colossians were doing
—observing the weekly sabbaths.

In like manner the annual festivals,
instituted as memorials, also foreshadow
the plan of God. They were given to
the Church in order to keep the Church
in the knowledge of that plan.

Only one festival has been entirely
fulfilled in type—the passover. Yet Jesus
said that each year we are to celebrate
it again: "DO THIS in remembrance
of Me”

Seventh Day Adventists and other
groups claim that Colossians 2:16 refers
“to annual feasts, new moons, and an-
nual sabbaths”—not to the weekly
sabbaths.
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THIS 1S NOT TRUE! Whenever the
expression “sabbath days” is used with
“holy days” and “new moons,” the
WEEKLY sabbaths are always meant!
There is no exception. Read 1 Chr. 23:
31; II Chr. 2:4; 31:3; Ezra 3:5; Neh.
10:33.

All annual holy days are annual sab-
baths!

Notice that in all these verses the
weekly sabbaths are referred to in the
plural just as in Colossians 2:16! Col.
2:16 includes both weekly and annual
sabbaths! If it abolishes one, it abolishes
the other. But as it establishes one, so
it establishes the other as New Testa-
ment practice.

The Eody of Christ

“Let no man therefore judge you” in
these matters, said Paul, “but (racher)
the body of Christ” (Col. 2:17, last
part).

This verse has troubled many. Yet it
should not. Notice that the word "is” in
the King James Version is in iralics. It
does not appear in the original. The
original Greek says only: “the body of
Christ.” What is the body of Christ?
How does Paul use this expression in
Colossians?

Turn to chapter 1. In verse 18 we
find that Christ “is the Head of the
body, the church.” And in Col. 2:19:
"And not holding the Head, from which
all the body by joints and bands [has]
nourishment ministered . .

The true Church of God is the body
of Christ. Just as the Spirit of God once
dwelled in the earthly body of Jesus
Christ, so now the Holy Spirit dwells
in each member of the Church and
together we constitute one body, doing
the very work Christ did. We are there-
fore Christ's body today! And Christ is
the Head as the Husband is the head of
the wife (Ephesians 5:23).

No man is to sit in judgment of our
Christian conduct, Paul is declaring in
Colossians 2:16-17. Man does not de-
termine how we should live. But it is
the responsibility of the Church—the
body of Christ—to determine these
matters! The Church is to teach how
to observe the festivals—tn explain the
meaning of self-control. 2tc. So these
little-understood  verses ought to be
translated clearly: “Let no man there-
fore judge you . . . but (rather) let the
body of Christ (determine it).” Greek
scholars recognize that the first expres-
sion “let no man” demands that there
be a subsequent expression which tells
who is to do the judging of the macter!

How plain these verses are. How
clear that the Colossians were keeping
holy the time God made holy!

Since the true meaning of the ex-
pression “handwriting of ordinances”
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according to the Bible is “acknowledg-
ment of guilt through (following hu-
man) dogmas’—what about the “law
of commandments in ordinances” men-
tioned in Ephesians 2:157

Another Common Assumption

Here again people take for granted
the Law of God or the “ceremonial”
law of Moses! Bur it is neither! Notice
hurriedly  verses 11-12 of chapter
2: "Wherefore remember, that ye being
in time past Gentiles in the flesh”—not
Jews, notice, but Gentiles—"who are
called Uncircumcision by that which is
called the Circumcision in the flesh
made by hands; that at that time ye
were without Christ, being aliens from
the commonwealth of Israel, and stran-
gers from the covenants of promise”
—having no knowledge of God’s
covenants and His laws—"having no
hope, and without God in the world.”

But Christ came to bring those far
off near to God. How? Through the
blood of Christ (verse 13). Christ
reconciled us to (God—reconciled the
Gentile who was far off and the Jew
who was near. This is explained in
verse 16: “And rhar he mighr reconcile
both unto God in one body by the
cross, having slain the enmity thereby:
and came and preached peace to you
which were afar off, and to them that
were nigh.” So we now have access to
God by the Holy Spirit and whether
Jew or Gentile are part of the one body
—the body of Christ!

How did God reconcile us to Him-
self? Through the sacrifice of Christ!
Christ paid for our sins! He condemned
sin in the flesh. He conquered the
carnal mind. “The carnal mind is
enmity against God: for it is not sub-
ject to the law of God, neither indeed
can be” (Romans 8:7). It was because
of the enmity—the ill-will, the hatred—
of the natural mind in every human
being that Christ had to die. What stood
between all humanity and God was the
natural enmity in every human mind.
That is what scparated us from God.
“But your iniquities have separated be-
rween you and your God, and your
sins have hid His face from you, that
He will not hear” (lsaiah 59:2).

It is not the law of God that has sep-
arated us from God. It is the violation
of that law—sin—thatr separated us.
That is the meaning of Ephesians 2:14
—"and hath broken down the middle
wall of partition.” Notice that the words
“between us” have been added and are
in italics. Granted that there was a
physical wall in the temple which sep-
arated the Jews who were "near” to God
from the Gentiles who were “far off,”
but merely reconciling Jew with Gentile
would not reconcile us with God. Tt is

The GOOD NEWS

our relationship to God that counts!
The only wall referred te in Scripture
is the wall that separates man from
God. Notice Ezekiel 43:8. Because of
idolatry—sin, God says “there was a
wall between Me and them” (margin).
That wall of sin—the natural enmsty in
the human heart and in society is
broken down. Christ paid for it by
sacrificing His own life for ours—"hav-
ing abolished in his flesh the ENMITY”

-having paid for sin and making pos-
sible the receipt of the Holy Spirit to
conquer the carnality of man, the
carnal opposition of society with its
ways.

Jesus said, “I have overcome the
world” (John 16:33). Through the
power of the Spirit in our lives, we, too,
can overcome the world, its customs, its
false teachings, its heathen dogmas
masquerading in the name of Christ,
the dictates of society! That is what
Christ abolished—"Having abolished in
his flesh the ENMITY, even the law of
commandments in ordinances”. Notice it!

The enmity against God is expressed
by commands in the form of “ordi-
nances’—dogmasin, in the Greek—the
very commandments of men, human
tradition, heathen customs, the dictates
of society, which Paul condemned in
Colossians. That is what Christ abol-
ished through His sacrifice. The Gentile
Ephesians did not know the law of God
—they never practiced the law of Moses.
It was their frightful sins which sepa-
rated them from God.

Now they were reconciled to God,
forgiven of their past sin. They had the
Spirit of God to overcome themselves
and to overcome the world around
them, with its human traditions, its
human dogmas, its human command-
ments which were in opposition to God
and to His law! There is certainly not
one word here about the law of Moses
or the Ten Commandments being
annulled.

Yes, it does make a difference to God
whether we obey Him. It does make a
diffcrence which days we keep!

But what about Galatians 4:10 and
Romans 14:5-6. What are the days
referred to here?

Esteeming One Day Above Another

Let's notice what the apostle Paul
wrote in Romans 14: 5, 6.

“One man esteemeth one day above
another: another esteemeth every day
alike. Let every man be fully persuaded
in his own mind” (Romans 14:5, 6).

By taking these verses out of their
setting, people make Paul say some-
thing altogether different from what he
intended. Does Paul say to observe
Christmas, Easter, Lent, Good Friday,
Sunday, or the Festival of the Assump-
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tion of Mary into Heaven?

Does he say here that Jesus by His
death did away with the very days He
kept during His whole life?

Does Paul say “God esteemeth one
day above another” and “God esteemeth
every day alike?” NO! The Scripture
says “one MAN esteemeth one day
above another.” This tells us what cet-
rain MEN thought, not what God says!

We are not to be judged by what
men think, but by the word of God!
John 12:48 reads: "The word that 1
have spoken, the same shall judge him
in the last day.” Jesus is not going to
judge you by what any man believes,
but by the words He spoke!

Next, notice that these saints art
Rome, having differing opinions, were
forbidden to judge omne another as un-
worthy of Christ. “Who are you that
judges another man’s servant? to his
own mastcr he stands or falls. Yes, he
shall be helped up: for God is able to
make him stand” (Rom. 14:4).

Paul is #ot sanctioning nor condemn-
ing any particular periods of time, but
warning the saints not to judge one
another and cause strife for having dif-
fering opinions abour things they did
not yet understand clearly.

The Lotd is the Judge of their deeds.
"He that regardeth the day, regardeth
it wnto the Lord, and he that regardeth
not the day, to the Lord he doth not
regard it.”

Continuing, "Let every man be fully
persuaded in his own mind.”

Does this give license to believe
whatever you want? God commands:
“"Lean not unto thine own undetstand-
ing” (Prov. 3:5). How are you going to
be fully assured in your own mind UN-
TIL YOU KNOW WHAT GOD SAYS
IN HIS WORD? "The holy scriptures

.. are able to make you wise to salva-
tion,” wrote Paul (II Tim. 3:15).

By studying the Word of God to
prove all things, and by holding fast
that which is good (I Thess. 5: 21),
YOU BECOME FULLY PERSUADED
IN YOUR OWN MINDS concerning
what God says.

Converts at Rome Were Weak

The saints at Rome were weak in the
faith, not having acquired perfect
knowledge. Paul says: “For 1 long to
see you, that I may impart to you somc
spiritual gift, to the end that you may
be established” (Rom. 1:11).

It is so plain. Here were new con-
verts at Rome, without a regular local
congregation, still weak in the faith, who
were divided in their regard of certain
customs. Paul told them not to sit in
judgment of one another, but to tollow
peace, because God would judge them,
after setting them aright through more
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perfect knowledge which Paul was go-
ing to preach to them. In the meantime
they were to act in accordance with the
best they knew from God’s Word, not
man’s word.

This did not give them liberty to do
as they pleased. They were to obey what
God revealed. It would be sin if they
disobeyed afrer the knowledge of the
truth had come. For to him that Anows
to do good and doesn’t do it, it is sin

(James 4:17; John 9:41).
What Were These Days?

But what days was Paul referring to?

Let’s read these verses in Romans 14
in their setting, rather than take them
out of their context. Notice! Paul is
writing to the saints at Rome, both Jew
and Gentile. He admonished them to
receive those who are weak in the faith
(Rom. 14: 1), not to dispute with them
over unimportant matters and sit in
judgment on them. Some of these re-
cently converted Gentiles, being weak
in the faith, refused to eat meats, sub-
sisting on vegetables mainly.

The reason for this is explained in
I Corinthians 8. Most meat that could
be bought had been offered to idols.
Therefore some, with conscience of the
idol “ate it as a thing offered unto an
idol; and their conscience being weak
is defiled. But meat commendeth us not
to God: for neither, if we eat, are we
the better; neither, if we eat not, are
we the worse” (I Cor. 8: 7, 8).

There is the simple answer! Some
Gentiles at Rome had been converted
and had given up idolatry. But they still
held superstitious beliefs in their minds,
thinking that the idol was something
real.

But why did Paul break into his dis-
screation—about  eating  meat or  re-
fraining from eating it—and mention
“days?”

Nortice the answer in the Moffatt
translation of this passage:

"Then again, this man rates one day
above another, while that man rates all
days alike. Well, everyone must be con-
vinced in his mind; the man who values
a particular day does so to the Lord.
The ecater eats to the Lord, since he
thanks God for his food; the non-eater
abstains to the Lord, and he too thanks
God” (Rom. 14:5, 6).

Did you catch what Paul wrote? Not
only were there weak converts who were
afraid of eating mear offered to idols,
but there were others also who cus-
tomarily ABSTAINED FROM PARTICULAR
FOODS—THEY SEMI-FASTED—ON CER-
TAIN PARTICULAR DAYS. STILL OTHERS
REFUSED TO PRACTICE A SEMI-FAST OR
ABSTAIN FROM FOODS BUT REGARDED
EVERY DAY IN THE SAME WAY.

The whole question surrounded (he
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matter of abstention on particular days.
It is not a question of pagan holidays
or God’s Holy Days. It is merely a ques-
tion of the days upon which many vol-
untarily abstained from cerrain foods.

Jesus said that our fasting should be
done before God, and not to be seen
or known of men unnecessarily (Mat-
thew 6:16). But many Jews and Gen-
tiles both practiced semi-fasts on par-
ticular days of each week or month.
The Jews customarily fasted “twice in
the week”—Monday and Thursday
(Luke 18:12). They also fasted during
certain months (Zech. 7:4-7). The Jews
were divided on this matter. The Gen-
tiles also had their divisions over when
to abstain from certain foods. See Hast-
ing’s Encyclopaedia of Religion and
Ethics.

In God’s sight it does not matter
when one abstains or fasts—but it does
matter that we do it with a right heart.
Paul was going to Rome to straighten
the brethren out on when and how to
abstain, bur for the moment he wanted
them to live at peace with one another,

So these days weren't God’s days afrer
all!

There is nothing here referring to
the Sabbath or the holy days of God
which Paul commanded to be observed
bv the Gentiles.

Bur what abour Paul's warning to
the churches in Galatia against observ-
ing “days, months, times and years’?
What were these days against which
Paul preached? The answer will prob-
ably stun you!

The Letter to the Galatians

Here is what Paul wrote to the Gala-
tians:

“Howbeit then, when you knew not
God, you did service to them which by
nature are no gods. But now, after you
have known God, HOW TURN YOU
BACK AGAIN to the weak and beggarly
elements [Gentile traditions] where-
unto you desire AGAIN to be in bond-
age? You observe days, and months, and
times, and years"— (Gulatians 4:8-11).
I am alarmed about you, he concludes!

What is this that Paul is saying?

Read it again!

Did he say, “Ye observe the Sabbath
and annual holy days such as the Pass-
over, Pentecost and Feast of Taber-
nacles”? No!

Paul said: "Days and months, and
times, and years"—something alto-
gether different!

What Days Were These?

Notice this entire fourth chapter
of Galatians. Paul begins the chaprer

by addressing the JEWs—not Gentiles,

but Jews—who had been enslaved to
worldly traditions—sinful practices in-
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herited from the Gentiles since the days
of Alexander the Great's conquest of
Palestine.

These worldly traditions, which the
apostle called “elements of the world”
(Gal. 4:3), came to be known as Juda-
ism. These were not God’s laws, but
the “traditions of the elders” (Mark
7:9)—worldly customs the Jews had
adopted. Paul addresses these Jews as
“we,” because Paul was also a Jew. He
says “we"—the Jews—were redeemed
from “under the law”—that is, re-
deemed from death—the penalty of
breaking God's spiritual law. The law
had a claim over our lives because of
our sins—because of following human,
sinful practices (verse 5).

Beginning with verse 6, Pawl ceuses
to speak to the Jews. Now he is speak-
ing to the Gentile converts. He does not
say “we,” but “you.” Notice it! “How-
beir, then, when ye knew not God’—
remember, the Jews knew God, but the
Gentiles had not known God before the
preaching of the gospel! Jesus said to
the Gentile Samaritan woman: “Ye'—
the Gentiles—"worship ye know not
what: we’—the Jews—"know what we
worship for salvation is of the Jews”
(John 4:22).

Continuing with Gal. 4:8: "When ye
knew not God, ye did service unto them
which by nature are no gods. But now,
after that ye have known God . . . how
turn ye again unto the weak and beg-
garly elements, whereunto ye desire
again to be in bondage?”

These converts to whom Paul is now
writing were not Jews! They were Gen-
tiles by birth. These Genzile converts in
times past did not know God, wete cut
off from Him (see Eph. 2:12), “were
slaves to gods which were no gods at
all.” They had been serving demons and
idols, not the Living God. False teachers
were coming among them, perverting
the true gospel, beguiling them to zwrn
again to their former ways. Paul was
alarmed. They were departing from the
gospel and RETURNING to what? “Days,
and months, and times and years.”

Pagan practices!'—doing penance on
Christmas, Easter, New Year’s, Sunday!

They couldn’t be returning to God’s
festivals. They never kept them before
Paul preached about them.

What Are “Times’ ?

Next, turn to Leviticus 19:26 and
Deuteronomy 18:10, 14. Here Moses,
according to the command of God, or-
ders the Istaelites #nor 0 observe
“TIMES!” This is ABSOLUTE PROOF that
the days Paul is forbidding are pagan
and not God-given. To obscrve zimer
originally was a heathen practice often
attached to the heavenly bodies, especial -

(Please continue on page 9)
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The GOOD NEWS

Question Box

Your questions answered in these colunins! Y our opportunity to have
discussed those problems pertaining directly to members of God's Church.

We are new members. 1 realize that
our family should attend the Feast
Tabernacles. Please explain how we
can afford to make the trip.

The Feast of Tabernacles is not man-
made. 1t is a holy convocation—a COM-
MANDED ASSEMBLY! (Lev. 23:7, 21).

God does not say “if” you want to
come. He orders you to attend.

Besides being the command of a lov-
ing God, attending these festivals is a
great joy and privilege. God gave thesc
days for our good—that we mught come
to know Him better, to know and love
the brethren, and that the true Church of
God might be bound together.

Many of you whom we have met on
baptizing tours say that you would give
anything to experience the joy and thrill
of meeting with more of God's own
children—the type of humble, sincere,
God-fearing people with whom you can
freely discuss God’s word in love and
hurmony.

Attending God's annual festivals is
His solution—the Bible solution—the
right way to solve this problem! You
will have to experience the Feast of
Tabernacles before you can fully realize
the joy, peace, happiness and the spirit-
ual “life” one feels at this festival.

For every true Christian, it is both a
duty and a priceless blessing and privi-
lege to attend these spiritual “feasts.”

But how to afford it?

God has not only provided, but also
commanded a way to make it financially
possible for everyone to keep His Holy
Days!

That way is through saving a second
rithe to cover your personal expenses.

First, let us understand the purposc
of the second tithe. God, in His Word,
commands us to assemble ac His set
feasts. In order to make our attendance
possible, God ordained that we set
aside each year a second tithe to cover
expense to and from the festival. You
will find this explained in Deut. 14:23-
26 and 16:13-15.

In ancient times, when travel ex-
penses were of little consequence, the
tithe was used to cover food expenses
primarily. But today, since the parpose
of the second tithe is to enable us to
atrend the fescivals, much more of it has
1o be spent for transportation chan for
food.

Now let us notice where the second

tithe was to be spent:

“Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase
of rhy seed, thar the field bringeth forth
year by year. And thox shalc eat before
the Lord thy God, in the place which he
shall choose to place his name there . . .
that thou mayest learn to fear the Lord
thy God always. And if the way be too
long for thee, so that thou art not able
to carry it; or if the place be too far
from thee, which the Lord thy God shall
choose to set his name there, when the
Lord thy God hath blessed thee: then
shalt thou turn it into money . . . and
shalt GO unto the place which the Lord
thy God shall choose . . . and thou shalt
eat there before the Lord thy God, and
thou shalt rejoice” (Deut. 14:22-27).

The second tithe—the tenth that God
wants #s§ to use, which is another and
separate tenth from the first tithe that
He reserves for Himself for the carry-
ing out of the gospel-—the second tithe
we are to use to attend the festivals.
Bur let us read further:

"Thou mayest NOT eat within thy
gates the tithe of thy corn, of thy wine
.. . but thou MUST eat them before the
Lord thy God in the place which the
Lord thy God shall choose, thou, and
thy son, and thy daughter” (Deut. 12:
17-18).

Here is a positive command #7of to
use the second tithe at home if you are
otherwise unable to attend. You st
use it to enable you to attend the festivals
at the place which God chooses. If the
money is spent for any other purpose,
then you are breaking a command of
God—you are not learning to fear His
authority—and you are cheating your-
self of the wonderful blessing of fellow-
ship with others of like faith.

If for sudden unforeseen circum-
stances you are unable to attend the
festivals, and if you are prosperous, it
would be the right and brotherly duty
to enable others to use your tithe. It can
be sent to Pasadena, with an ¢xplanation
that it is to enable others to arrend.

But if you are like most of the breth-
ren, not having many worldly goods, and
a small income or none at all, and if you
are unable to come to the festival, you
should save it until the next year or for
two years, if necessary, when you will
then have cnough to assemble wherc
God has chosen o place His namec.
Meantime, you will be observing the
festivals at home just as you would at
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the feast in Gladewater or london.

In a few cases some aid the poorer
brethren through the extra second tithe
of those few who have more than
enough. But only those who have faith-
fully saved their insufficient second tithe
deserve the extra help. If you have not
tried to save your litdde, God can not
deem you worthy of His extra assistance.

The Feast begins this year at sunsct
Oct. 5 and ends sunset Oct. 13. The
annual sabbaths are Oct. 6 and Oct
13, beginning previous evening.

Does It Matter Which
Days We Observe?

(Continued from: page 8)

ly in determining the pagan calendar
and the heathen religious seasons.

Some today try to make you bclicve
Paul was condemning Jews for return-
ing to the Sabbath and holy days of God,
which they claim were in the Law of
Moses. Bur the Law of Moses forbade
observance of “times.” Paul was writing
to Gentiles who wanted to return to ob-
serving penance on the Gentile "days”
associated with “times’—pagan “times”
or “seasons’—such as the Easter and
Christmas seasons!

The Catholic Bishop Chrysostom,
who lived in the fourth century, admits
that these superstitious tmes which Paul
forbids, were pagan customs pracriced
by “Christians” in his day, as in the
days of old. He says: “Many were su-
perstitiously addicted to divination . . .
upon them . . . In the celebration of
these simes [they] set up lamps in the
marketplace, and crown their doors with
garlands’—as is done at Chrisunas time
today! (From Bingham's Antiquities of
the Christian Church, pp. 1123, 1124).

Besides #imes, the Greeks observed
special days in honor of the dead. “The
rites took place on the . . . unlucky days
accompanied by complete idleness and
cessation of business” (From Rest Days.
p- 79). Today several churches ccle-
brate pagan days in honor of the dead,
such as All Souls’ Day and All Saints’
Day {called Hallowe'en by the world].
These are the heathen days Paul forbids
Christians to observe!

These Gentile Galatians were return-
ing to the custom of doing penance on
the old pagan days—days which now
masquerade under Christian sounding
names!

“Many of the holy days in the re-
ligious calendar of Christendom were
borrowed, as is well known, from the
festivals of uncient paganism” (Rest
Days, p. 306).

Paul denounces this vain and aboin-
inable practice. We are NOT TO LEARN
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the way of the heathen (Jer. 10).

In connection with the old pagan
idolatry, were numerons days observed
as idolatrous penitential festivals. These
days were consecrated to deities of the
state religious cults and were “wnlucky”
because of the supposed influence of
the gods!

These religious holidays were set
aside as periods of penance because they
were “regarded as unsuitable for many
purposes, both public and private: for
battles, levies, sacred rites, journeys and
marriages. We are told that they owed
their unlucky quality to the pronounce-
ment of the Senate and pontiffs.” (From
Rest Days by Webster, p. 171.)

As many as one third of the days of
the old Greek and Roman calendars
were marked as “unlawful for judicial
and political business . . . and . . . on
which the state expected the citizens to
abstain, as far as possible, from their
private business and labour!”

No wonder Paul spoke of “days!”

And how many “worldly” as well as
religious people still have similar be-
liefs today! Such as “unlucky” Friday
the thirteenth!

Paul was writing to the Galatians to
enlighten their minds so they would
give up this foolish regard of heathen
days.

Other Heathen Holidays

Notice that Paul also condemns the
pagan custom of observing “months and
years"—another pagan custom!

Certain months of the year were con-
stdered sacred to the Greek gods, Apollo
(April, October), Zeus (February,
June), Artemas (April), Bacchus (Jan-
uary) and many others which you can
read of in the Encyclopaedia Americana,
article "Festival.” God never command-
ed His people to commemorate months.

But the world today has adopted the
heathen months of the Roman calendar
—and forgotten God’s calendar!

Also certain years were set aside quad-
rennially and biennially during which
were national idolatrous feasts and the
celebration of the Olympic, Ithmaian,
Nemean and Pythian games. Every one
of these was connected with idolatrous
worship and ceremony.

Paul was forbidding Gentile con-
verts to return to these heathen prac-
tices.

So, many of the present holidays of
Christendom were celebrated in the
heathen wortld when Paul and Christ
were on earth, but they refused to ob-
serve them and commanded the true
Church not to observe them!

It Was Prophesied to Happen!

“Why,” it 15 often asked, “did the
Bible not warn us that pagan holidays
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would be substituted for the holy days?”

The answer is that THE BIBLE DOES
WARN US! It was prophesied in advance
—over 800 years before Paul warned
about it in Galatians 4:10.

Turn to the book of Hosea. The
prophet had a message for the future—
tor our day! Notice: "And I"—God is
quoted by the prophet—"will punish
hetr”—our people today—"for the FEAST
DAYS OF THE BAALS!”

Sunday, Christmas, Easter, Hallow-
cen are feast days of Baal!

What could be plainer! Our people
“forgot Me, says the Lord"—because
they have rejected His holy days. “And
in that day”—the very near future when
Christ intervenes in world affairs—"1
will remove the names of the Baals from
her mouth, and they shall be mentioned
by name no more” (Hosea 2:13, 17,
RSV).

How clear! Israel today—our peuple
—have adopted the feast days of Baal.
The greatest of church holidays—Easter
—is named after the wife of Baal or
Nimrod. God forbids us to honor Him
by celebrating these Babylonish feasts.
God warns: “Take heed . . . that thou
inquire not . . . ‘How used these nations
to serve their gods? even so will I do
likewise.” THOU SHALT NOT DO SO UN-
TO THE LORD THY GOD. For every
abomination which He hateth, have they
done unto their gods” (Deut. 12:30-31).

These pagan abominations are for-
bidden by the apostle Paul in Galatians.
That is New Testament teaching!

Misunderstood Texts in the
Old Testament

God chose Israel for a special mission
they have failed to perform. He revealed
to them His Sabbath as a sign so they
would never forget that He is the Crea-
tor. He also gave Israel annual holy
days, memorials, to commemorate Israel’s
deliverance from Egypt—a picture for
His Church of the plan of God in de-
livering the world from sin.

Bur Israel did not remain faithful to
these God-given festivals! They invent-
ed days of their own!

Several chapters are devoted by the
prophet Ezekiel to a condemnation of
Israel for breaking the Sabbaths God
had given. Take special note of Ezekiel
20:12-26 and 22:26. The punishment
inflicted upon the House of Israel was
for desecrating the Sabbaths.

What was the extreme evil of Sab-
bath-breaking? With the desecration of
the Sabbaths, idolatry was a natural con-
sequence, and Sunday, Christmas and
Easter were introduced. These pagan
holidays God calls “abominations!”

Some claim there are texts in the Old
‘Testament in which God says “My” Sab-
baths and festivals “T hate.” This is not
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truc. God said: I hate, 1 despise your
feast days, and . . . your solemn assem-
blies.” Notice it. “Yoxr new moons and
yomr appointed feasts my soul hateth:
for they are a trouble unto me” (Amos
5:21; 8:10, Isaiah 1:10-15; Hosea 2:11).

These wete not divine institutions,
but man-appointed days observed in
Israel. These days God despised.

Ancient Israel did #of continue to
observe the holy days of God. They
refused His judgments and statutes
(Ezekiel 20:18). They copied the
heathen idolatrous feasts of surround-
ing nations. History proves this fact!

The chronicler of ancient Israel pre-
served a record of just such @ change in
the laws of God, when the House of
Israel separated from Judab,

“And Jeroboam ordained a4 feast in
the eighth month, on the fifteenth day
of the month, like unto the feast that
is in Judah, and he offered upon the
altar . . . sacrificing unto the calves that
he had made . . . the fifteenth day of
the eighth month, even in the month
which he had devised of his own hearr
.. (I Kings 12:32) 33). This feast is
the origin of Hallowe'en!

Theteafter Israel altered the wnew
moons and changed the Sacred Calendar.
They exchanged the Sabbaths for idola-
trous days for sum-worship—the rest
day was transferred from Saturday to
Sunday. Israel, taking over the feasts of
the heathen Baal—sun-worship—rurned
them into idolatrous rest days accord-
ing to the statutes of the kings of Israel
(II Kings 17:8).

When the House of Israel is next
found in history, as the nations of
Northwestern Europe, they are keeping
the day of the sun! So the Ever-Living
God never hated nor abolished His
feasts. But He did hate the different
days which Israel invented!

Now let us continue with the history
of the Jews.

Did Judah Remain Faithful?

Consider now what God says about
“Jewish” feasts!

Now notice the first chapter of Isaiah.
It is addressed in particular to Judah.
Like the ancient people of Sodom and
Gomorrah, the Jews instituted their own
appointed feasts and tampered with the
period of the new moon. “Youwr new
moons and yoxr appointed feasts my
soul hateth,” said the Word of the Lord
(Isaiah 1:14). This was the beginning
of what are customarily called “Jewish
feasts” Being instituted &y the Jews
they were naturally “Jewish.”

But nothing is said about the Jews' in-
stituting their own Sabbath! It is not
surprising then, thag the Jews have pre-
served the right Sabbath of God to our
generation, The house of Israel (the
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Democratic  nations of the Western
World ) which did not keep the seventh
day as the Sabbath, has nerer observed
1t since.

Although the Jews added their own
appointed feasts and new moons, they
also retained  the Biblical ones—the
new moons and Sabbaths, zhe calling of
assemblics.” These they turned into
abominations and profaned by idolatry
and labor. "1 cannot endure iniquity,”
says God, ‘along with the solemn as-
sembly. " No wonder God abborred
THE MANNER in which the Jews treated
His holy Sabbath and festivals (Isa.
1:13).

For that sin, especially, they were
driven out of Judea and deprived of one
of the major blessings of God—the joy
of keeping His days. They became the
property of their enemies and “the
Lord . . . caused the solemn feasts and
Sabbaths to be forgotren in Zion”
( Lamentations 2:6). Jeremiah does #ot
joy over the abolition of the festivals,
but laments over their being forgotten!

Notice that at the rewurn of Christ—
when He brings “good tidings” and
“announceth peace”—He also com-
mands His feasts to be kept once again
(Nahum 1:15 and Zechariah 14:16-19
and Isaiah 56).

It is time we begin to follow Jesus’
cxample and keep holy the days God
made holy, instead of neglecting them!

Let’s all be at the Feast of Tabernacles!

Are YOU Doing
YOUR Part?

(Continued from page 2)
ot this present civilization, of some one
million people.

The Kingdom of God has been
preached mightily for one whole year
in this city since the last baptismal
tour. One of the best stations in this
city, which covers the Pacific Coast
from Canada to Mexico, and including
part of Alaska, had broadcast the WORLD
TOMORROW nightly.

Many hundreds of chousands of
people listen to this broadcase at a very
prime radio time. Out of all of these
people, how many do you suppose, in
one yeat’s time, had come to the point
where they even wanted to be baptized?
Only e¢leven/ Think how many thou-
sands of people in that great city had
heard the word of the Kingdom of God,
did not fully understand ir, and then
the liede they did  understand  was
snatched away by Satan.

But of those eleven only six met us.
And out of those six who met us, not
one was ready w completely give his
life to Jesus Christ. Certainly Christ’s
words of Marchew 13:19 were fulfilled.

The GOOD NEWS

There were others, elderly people,
who had lived wrong all of their lives.
Now at the closing months or years
of their lives, they wanted to “make
their peace with God.” They read that
they should be baptized and they had
not yet been baptized. It didn’t matter
too much who did it, they just wanted
to be baptized. They were not ready
yet to repent of their ways. What little
they did understand was being snatched
away.

Then there were others that we met
on our tour, who had not yet been
baptized, but who were already coming
up against trials and difficult decisions
because of God's word and His com-
mands. Some had the problem of adul-
tery. They were living in sin contrary
to God’s commands. Here was a real
wial. And some were not willing to
obey God. A few had problems in re-
gard to the Sabbath. They were not yet
willing to obey God on this point.

Of those who were baptized some
may yet fall, because of tribulation and
trials. Others will permit the cares of
this world and the deceitfulness of
riches to rob them of their goal, the
Kingdom of God. They will not keep
their eyes single to that goal, and will
not do the work which God has called

them to do with all their might (Eccl.
9:10).
In Their “First Love”!

How joyful it is to meet people who
are now in their “first love,” and who
are zealous for the work of God. One
example was a very fine Puerto Rican
couple. The wife could not read English,
nor understand English well. Her hus-
band had to translate many of our com-
ments into Spanish. He had really stud-
ied very diligently in God’s Word. In
fact, he would put many of our brethren
who have had the privilege of a better
cducation to shame. He had really been
feeding on the good Word of God.
Now, he was willing to repent of his
own sinful ways and follow Jesus Christ.
Even though his wife could not under-
stand or speak English very well, she
had really yielded her life to God. Her
fine attitude was far more evident than
many that we met on our tour.

Others we met were living in adultery,
but they decided to obey God, and not
contifiwe on in that sinful life. It is
certainly heartwarming to see people
who are willing to give up some things
in order to obey God and to prepare
themselves for the Kingdom of God.

Ambassador Prospect

We met one young man who was
just 17V45 years old. His father and
mother were of an entirely differen:
religion, and his older brother had
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completed three years at a theological
seminary. Even with such a background,
he had been listening to the broadcast
for several years, had completed ap-
proximately 23 lessons in the Corre-
spondence Course, and had really learned
many of the ways of God. Not many
young men would apply themselves in
learning God's true ways at this agc
under such circumstances. This young
man determined that he wanted to at-
tend Ambassador College and has now
been accepted. Here is one example of
some of the fine young people that God
is calling to this college.

A woman wec met had been looking
tor God’s Church all her life. She had
looked first in one church and then an-
other. Everywhere she looked she could
not find God’s true Church. One of her
friends, who was of the Jehovah Wit-
ness sect, made comments about the
WORLD TOMORROW  broadcast. She
asked about the broadcast, and was told
where to find it on her radio. She lis-
tened to the broadcase—ar last she had
found God’s Church! How joyful she
was to have the opportunity to find
God’s Church in this end time.

We met a young couple who had
been listening to the broadcast less than
six months. In that short time they had
come to a complete atcitude of repent-
ance. And yet we met others who had
been listening to the broadcast for fif-
teen or more years, and were no closer
to repentance now than when they first
heard ic. They still were not willing to
obey God.

One young wife and mother we met
had been reared in the Mormon religion.
She told us how her mother formerly
had a very serious illness. Her mother
heard the broadcast, and came to Am-
bassador College o have one of God's
ministers anoint her with oil according
to the command of James 5. She came
here on crutches, and went away with-
out using them! God healed her before
she even left the campus! This was a
real witness to the daughter. The
daughter then began to listen to the
broadcast and to study the literacure.
She told us that she was the type of
person who believed in going all the
way or not at all. Finally she came to
the point where she realized she would
have to either reject this knowledge or
do something about it. At first she de-
cided to reject it. She burned all of the
literature that she had received from
Mr. Armstrong. Later she again wurned
back to God. She really did come to
complete and true repentance, and was
baptized.

You Had a Part Too!

We only reaped a small harvest on
our very short tour. Other tours spent
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the whole summer crossing the United
States visiting people similar to this.
All of these tours saw many scores of
lives being changed through the power
of God’s Holy Spirit, and through the
message that is heard over the WORLD
TOMORROW broadcast. But do you real-
ize that you had 4 very vital and impor-
tant part in this harvest? Do you realize
it would have been impossible for us
to have even gone on a tour without
the collective labor of all of Gods
Church. Without the tithes and offer-
ings of God’s people, we could not
have gone. It was imperative that we
had the prayers of all God’s people back
of us. But this was only a very small
part of this great work of God. It would
be impossible to have the broadcast
going to the world without our com-
bined support, with the power of God.

The 12th chapter of Corinthians and
the 4th chapter of Ephesians show that
we are all a part of the body of Christ,
and that we all have our separate re-
sponsibilities to perform. We must be
united in doing this great work. We
must have God’s Spirit within us, and
be of one mind and attitude.

God Gives the Increase

After we do all that we can, there
is still much that is lacking. Let’s com-
pare it to a farmer who grows vege
tables. Someone must first go out and
prepare the soil for the seed. The
ground must be fertilized and ploughed.
Another may go out later and sow the
seed. After that it is necessary that the
ground be watered, and the weeds re-
moved. After a length of time the vege-
tables are harvested. Many people may
be involved, instead of the work of one
man. But who gives the increase? Paul
explained in I Cor. 3:6-9 that he had
planted the seed, and Apollos had wa-
tered. God gave the increase!

The man who works is not anything
but it is God who is important (verse
7). We are also told (verse 8) that we
are going to receive a reward according
to our own personal lahor. How much
labor are you doing in the work of God?

“For we are laborers together with
God: ye are God’'s husbandry (farm-
ers—working for Him). . . "

Don’t You Make Excuse!

The seed is now being sown through
the broadcast and through the litera-
ture. Many are being called bur few
are answering the call. Even many of
you in God's Church are not doing the
part that God has called you to do.
Therefote it seems we have a continual
need of funds and of qualified spiritual
leaders among our laymen.

Many are offering all kinds of excuses
as to why they cannot do what God

The GOOD NEWS

has given them to do. Christ explains
this in Luke 14:16-24. He tells of the
great supper where many people are
invited. Here is the invitation that
God is giving to all those that he is
calling. God is now sending out His
servants to iavite many to the feast.

The setting of the parable is at sup-
per time or evening (verse 17). "And
they all with one consent began to
make excuse” (Luke 14:18). One man
had bought a piece of ground, appar-
ently sight unseen. Now that it was
almost night time he had to go to see
it, and could not come to the feast.
Another man had purchased five yoke
of oxen. It was evening and now he
wanted to go to prove them. What
silly excuses. And yet these are just
like the excuses that people are giving
today for not obeying God. This is just
like some of the excuses that some of
you are making as to why you arc not
doing the work that God has called you
to do. Do you have such “lame duck”
excuses as to why you cannot be a
profitable servant?

Don’t have such excuses when God
first calls you. Don’t have such excuses
if your labor and work becomes routine,
or the novelty wears off. You need to
press forward and persevere unto the
end.

Called to Work

God has not called us to a socia
club, but He has called us to WORK!
We are not called to be independent,
but we are a part of one body. We
have a joint work to do, a spiritual
work as Christ explained in John 6:27.
Verse 28 mentions the work of God.
That work is to believe on Christ, to
do the things that He said, to fulfill the
commission that He gave us.

The world is doing work which will
petish. Many are prospering in this
world, but what they have accumulated
will be destroyed. They are not called
to do God’s work. You and I are called
to do God’s work. Our work need not
perish. We can be instrumental in help-
ing others to learn God’s ways. To help
others change their lives in repentance
and obedience to God. That kind of
labor brings fruit which will never
perish.

God has called many to do this spirit-
ual work, and yet so few are acrually
doing it. Many do not realize that night
is coming very soon when no man can
wotk (John 9:4-5). The time is com-
ing when there will be a famine of
the word of God (Amos 8:11). We
must work now, because our work here
will soon end. There is a work to finish
notw. Don’t be slack in this work, or
leave it to others to do for you.

We read that because of the work
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of God, and because of the lack of
others, one of God’s ministers in apos-
tolic times became sick near to death
(Phil. 2:25-30). Here was a man who
supplied the lack of others (verse 30).
Some were not doing their full part.
Even though this church of Philippi
received one of Paul's warmest letters,
they still were lacking in some things.
It is the same today, because of the lack
of many, others bave to do more than
their share.

Christ set us an example of what we
should be doing. Even at the age of 12
He told His parents that He must be
about His Father's business (Luke
2:49). He had a work to do and He
finished that work. He came to do the
will of God who sent Him and to fin-
ish His work (John 4:34). He is also
doing a work through us today. The
harvest is now ripe (verse 35). And
yet some of those that God has called
to labor are saying, “I will do my part
later. ¥ will work next year.” Christ said
we were not to put off our duties. God
wants us to do the work that He has
given us to do now, then we may all
rejoice together (verse 36).

Are you really doing your part? Are
you personally faithful in what God has
called you to do. Are you faithful in
praying that God will cause more peo-
ple to send in of their tithes and offer-
ings? Are you personally faithful in
sending in your own tithes and offer-
ings? Are you an example and a light
to others?

Back Up Those at the “Front”!

You should “back up” those whom
God has put in the “front of the bat-
tle,” with all your might. You should
give your life completely and unreserv-
edly to God without any strings at-
tached. Be willing to serve God no
matter how menial a task He mighe
give you to do. Exhort and help others,
encourage them in the ways of God.

Do more than what is required of
you (Luke 17:10) for if you do just
what is required of you, you are going
to be an unprofitable servant. Bring
forth fruit in God’s service. Do not
have all kinds of excuses as to why you
are not doing the particular work God
has given you, and then blame others
for what you think they ought to do.
Don’t let the trials of this life, or the
cares of this world and the deceitfulness
of riches separate you from this work
of God. Put the Kingdom of God and
the work of God firsz in all things and
not the physical work of making a liv-
ing and of acquiring material goods.

Brethren, there is a great task yet to
be donc in this work of God. God’s
work is waiting on you. Let's be abou
our Father’s business!



