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1 Conlwls: o ‘ No question ‘
! - — g - - - I would like to thank you very much
| Pprsonal lrc)u Herbort W. Armstrong : . 1 for your “Personal” in the Junc-July,
B N The History of the Beginning ahd Growth ‘ 1980, issuc of The Good Newy magazine .
[} ‘ ' of the Worldwide Churck of God, Chaptor 6 : : ) 2 and also for chapter three on “The His-
[ ‘ v — S R tory of the Beginning and Growth of the
: R Singlo Christians — Glorify God'in YOUR Lifel . 4 Worldwide Church of God.™ It is very
[ Do You Like to Bo Corrected? * : ; i N 8 insb‘irin‘g f(‘)r me to reudluboul'lhc origins,
. . — —— of God's Church in the'carly '30s. There
' ‘ i '| Our Littio Childron — Specially Blessed By God! -, 10 is no question or the slightest doubt in my
i - 7 mind that the Worldwide Church of God
i How to Try the Spifits 12 vide L :
- 4 - o 4 p . (r)” headed by Jesus Christ, is the: true
- J . \,| Good News on the British Work ) 14 | |. Church of God, and there is absolutcly no
. | s - « ' : uestion or doubt in my mind that you,
i Old Testament Parsonalities: Joseph : . 16 | ?\dr [Herbert W.] Anzmmng are the
g . The Feaat of Tabernacles and L only one frue representative of God on
- the Millonnium in History . ’ ) 19 curth. ‘ ,
i ‘;' - = . - A : George S. Kovanis
i , | Ministudy: What is a Real Christian? . 21 . . Pasadena, Calif.
i .o p— ; -
‘ . They Did No!‘Look Back! ' o . 23 .| | Incontltlency? . ' ,
' . | ‘Prove All Things N ) ' - 28 - Inthe June- July. 1980, issue | nouu,d
- [‘ . . e ; — —_— what seems to me to be an inconsistency.
“ O - EDITGR IN CHIEF. Herbert W. Armstrong Please sce atlached excerpts. I could veny
S BE . C MANAGING EDITOR Dexter H. Faulkner . well be wrong, and if 1 am, picasc scrid me
Sl ! . ASSOGIATE EDITORS Shéila Graham, Norman Shoat ’ the appropriate literature to_straighten
v ' ,/ GRAPHCS Minette Colline, Michas! Hele ) me out. -
I o =) i . Charles B. Edwards
] . ! . Publishd by tho Worldwide:Church of God ‘ “Florence, S.C..
N ) 1 PUBLISHER Merbart W. Armatrond , , ' : .
il TAEASURER Stanley R. Rader ) q1 L Io) o 17 1d 1 raccos ‘
- i . n page 17, Ronuld Kelly expresses
! PRODUGTION AND CIRCULATION . . ; ;
, i, | opucT! ND CIRCUL i Roger Lippross L Chis shock at hearing an eminent ‘thevlo- R
: s : gian disagreg with Paul about the ordi-*
) © The Good News is p hed thly (except bined June-July and October-November . . e Tho
X -« | issues) by the Worldwide Chyreh of Foc 300 W,Gresn St., Pasadena. Calt.. 91123, Copyright naiion of women to t he ministry. Then on
Sl J| © 1980 Worldwide Church of God. All rights reserved. 8 class postage paig at P page M, David Carley says Paul was
o dH et catit and st sdditipnal malling omos. téred an d-cians mattar at the Maniis Centrsl wrong_about_the end of the age coming
! ' Post’ omco on Jan. 18, 1974. ‘ . . . | | during his lifetime.
. . PN ) - Both authors are correct — the former |
. C y eri
< | Aooress aLL communicaTions To mz GOOD NEWS OFFICE N!AH!ST vou. matter, thohgh. is a question of doctrine.
PRINTEDINUSA . ) while the latter is a question of Paul's
Urited States 300 W Greon St . Pasadena, Calif . 1123 . ~ judgment abom the time i which he
] Cartada P O Box 44, Station'A, Vancouver, BC V6C 2M2 ! ! R lived.
1 , Mexico Instlution Ambassador, Apartado Postal 5-595. Mexico 5, DF. ’ .
| Colombia Agartado Aéreo 11430, Bogota .1, DE 1 Paul Sd‘"a“" ent  that women shuuld
, 4 Ured Kingdem. rost of Europe and the Mddie Edst P O Box 111, 8% Albans, Herls., AL2 2EG England not be ordained is a point of doctrine and
! ) " Bhddesiq P O Box U A:30 Union Ave , Satisbury ' is absolutely correct, since the Scriptures
: : . ‘ . . J y p
" [ . South Afnca PO Box 1060, Johannesburg, Republic of South Afnca 12000 were inspired by God. However, us Her- ..
i ’ Ghana P O Box 9617, Koloka it Arport. Accra . . . A X
'_ L Kanya and the rasl of East and Cenfral Afica P O Box 47135, NB"ObI Kenya man Hoeh ointed out in his article last
4 : Mauritus and othar indian Ocean lsles P.O Box 888, Port Lows! Mauritius . Ce . month (“The Feast of Tabernacles -~ Its .
o Ngena PMB 1006, tkeja, Lagos 6late. Nigeria ) ) MEANINQ for New Testament Chrisy .
I Aj_/?, Ll Austraba india, Sh Larkdand’ ‘Southeasit Asia GP O Box 345, Sydney, NSW\QO(N Auslrn‘in T tians' ) the Church did not understan
! o New Zealand and Pacific Isies PQ Box 2708, Auckland 1 New Zealand B T .
T . T Phippines. P O Box 2603, Manila 2601 i . that God's plan spanned 7.000 years
. Carbtiean. P O Box.6063. San Juyn. Puerto Rico 00836 o until He inspired John to write the book
[ Switzerland: Case Postale 10, 91 rue de la Servette, CH-1211, Geneva 7 : - af Revelation. Paul apparemly did not
N L \ Scandrnavm Box 2613 Solk, Oslo 2, Norway \ . : . raalize that time fis know it was to
I ' . \ e Be sure to notify us nmmedmtely ol eny change n youv address Please include your did m&lmg label and ypur continue almost ’000. 4 ea“\ m.are.
) new aidress. ) ) This judgm misconception, based
toe : o . hd . N . on the infor: ation &vailable to Paul at the
A .
o COVER' "B.hold children are a gift 1rom the Lord” — o says the Word of God. (Ps. _ ) ”"“;eh‘; wr eh'" o way ld"m‘}‘ ”f rom his
L I ‘ 127:3, New American Standacd version). The article beginning on page 10 expleins the ™ | | aposiolic Guthority to plage doctr ine into |
“'y | speoin! blessing Gbd plncoc on our lttle ohiidren. Photp by Warren Wateon, the Church, and his writings make up the
. . . majority of the doctrinal instruction in the
: . . New Testament. :
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" lyourse

: ShallVVe A_ll Leave
T HE CHURCH OF GOD

‘and Join-

“THE CHURCH OF PEOPLE”?

- ome alegady have done
.that. Lés\thmk about it

‘for a moment,
I had a vivid example of this a
couple of mornings ago, awaken-

Kng from a dream. In the dream it

seemed to be several years -ago
tﬁ‘!cn the Church was smaller.
Rhere was 4 young man across the
street, who looked like a possible
one of our leaders. He was about"
age 30, with outstanding personal-
ity and appearance, and an articu-
late extrovert. Then two .other

/ lyoung men of about 30, well

drcsscd of somewhat, impressive

...|appearance and manner, were

seen walking over and “talking to
hiln. They took pains to avoid me,,

opposed to meé personally.

In the dreant | determined to speak”
immediately with the man they were
trying to influence adversely I told

{him 1 knew they were "lobbymg

against the Church and against me.
“Yes,” he replied, “but I have to

“|tell you, Mr. Armstrong, I think -
these men have somelhmg wqrth lis- -

tcnmg\‘!o “They say you -drrogate to
f too much power, You make
yourself the leader of the- Church.
They say vhe peopie ought to have all
the ‘say so.” The people ought to vote
on whq they want to be their leader
l‘an% gwhat they want to believe and
accept’ as Church doctrine. That
sounds like a good idea to me. I think \
we need more DEMOCRACY.”

and | seemed to know they were ’

about the dream, wkuch had stuck in

~my mind. But before awakening, 1
remember | had said to this marf in -
¢ the dream,

“Well, the REAL QUES-
TION is whether this. is QOD'S
Churchor the prQpLE’S Church! If it
is' Gop's Church, then Gob is run:
ning it, and revgaling what we shall

believe and teach. ‘Gop has the ‘say
s0." God runs it through Jesus Christ, .-

who is the Heap of the Church. And

" Jesus C\rm runs it through ~His

chosen appstle, whom HE, not men,
chose, prepared and now guides and
leads. Thdse men are getting yours
eyes off of Gop — you are’leaving
Gob out of the picture — out of the
Church. You are looking only at

-people! If-you want to put Gop out of

His Church, lhen you will have to be
exclmmunu;dtcd

I awakened. considerably im-
pressed with the dream. Was God
rcvea]mg to me that TOO MANY with-
in the Cthbcrshlp are leav-
ing: Goo .out dNthe picture? — in
their own rhinds pulting GQD out ofL
the Church?_Do they think. that thé
kind of men the people would vote

for ought to be made the L EADERS in -
— that the people -
“This 18 OUR

the Church?
should say” to Gop,
Church, God, we want you 1o GET
oUT of the Church and leave us alone.

* WE will run this Church our way!" |

awakened impressed that TOO.MANY
of our people are LRaVING GOD AND
CHRisT oUT OF HIS.

church of the PEOPLE,

d NOT the
ChurcH of Gop! -

been done by lcaders under me in the
‘Church. This was done to justify

CHURCH, and .
_trying to make it oUR Church — the

cxamplcs of whcrc this actually has

watering down GOD'S TRUTH, and the

truc teaching and doctrine He had|’
.put i His Church through His cho-

sen apostle! That was done in Ambas-
sador College, until it was no longer
GOD'S college.” They wanted a col-

lege approved by SaTaN's world —
they cailed it *accreditation,” al-|
" though we had already had GOD'S|

accreditation — the HIGHEST accredi-
tation.
College all over again, with one fresh-

-man class! Now, once again, we have

GOD'S accreditation — but we don't

want the anti-God accredltauon of |

Satar’s” world! i

I thought immediately of thé time| *

when God told His.prophet Samuel
Jo go to the: house, or ranch, of Jesse.

- 'God had chosen one of Jesse's sons to

be Gob's chosex\ king over Israel.
Jesse knew' right away “which son
people would: choose — his eldest

son.,He was gfalwart, handsome, with|.
.charmlﬁz

-otitgoing, extrovert per-
sonality, articulate. He looked like a

Jeader. Byt God said to Samuel, **No,

he is not My choxcc
The second sgn’ was almost as
handsome and had the appearance of

" & leader. God said No! The third son

and so on,““Have you no more sons?”
avked Samuel.

“Well, ne.— except only for a
stripling of a youth who is out in the
field shepherding shegp.” .

“Well, bring him,” aid Samuel. If
carpe the youth none of the people

( mmucd on page 26)|:

T had to start Ambassador|.

I awokeg at that point, thinking
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“The History of the
Begmnmg and Growth
- ofthe Worldw1de
~ Church of God

By Herbertw Armstrong -

[

E HAVE NOW CQV-

ered the beginning,

in August of 1933, of
the present succession of THE
CuurcH ofF Gop, founded
A.D. 31 by Jesus Christ.

_ It was bégun amid persecutior,
in the midst of the worst econom-
ic depression of our time, and:
with only 19 membcrs mostly
new converts. '

In October, 1933, about Feast of

come to me to go on thé air on

tage Radio KORE, weekday morn-
ings at 7:30 for 15-minute programs,
free of cost.

Church'of God program, 30 minutes on
Sunday mornings, beginning the first |
Sundayin 1934 —Jan.7.

In the first months after my con-

zine and newspaper advertising since
age 18. But the new maggzine would.
be different. It would not be secular.

tising. It could not be sold — there
would be nd subscription price. But it
would make the TRUTH PLAIN — a

Word, the Holy Bible, is ‘TRUTH.
There would be no magazine like it’
on carth.

Tabernacles time, opportunity had

I had } planncd a “Threc Bomt

Campaign” — spearhended by the

+ radio broadciast, Tollowed by The

Eugene’s [Oregon] ‘minimum-wat- °

- That had led to launchmg the Radio -

\

version, spring of 1927, 1 had con-
ceived the determination to publlsh a .
new magazine. 1 had been in maga-

It would carry no commercial adver- -

magazine of UNDERSTANDING. God’s

Plain Truth -and:reinforced by |

sonal cvangel;sm holdmg sm-mg,hts--
" of.

y a-week-meetid,
I quote heré’ fmm thc bch R
Chapter 31 of ‘my Autobiogriphy: -

“Surely nothing could have started
sma.llcr Barn m'at!vcrsny in the very
" ‘depths'of the: Deprcsslon “thi¥ Work
of *God was’ dcstmed to grow ‘to
worldwide powcr

“But I did not forcsce its’ dcsuny

*then. There were no illusions of gran-

deur. It was not through amry planning’
of mine that- the: little three-point

campaign then bcmg launched was to

expand into,its present global scope . .

and influen

“Most le are conscious only of
what they see; — of the material.
They fail to see the invisible hand of
God in the workmg out of things.”
* “All 1 had in mind, as The World
Tomovrrow program was being
plannéd late in 1933, was to serve

Ggd faithfully wherever He should ‘

1ead in Lane County, Oregon.

“It is true that ‘wheére theré is mo -
. vision the people perish.’ But few

people realize that the source of true
vision is God. There has been vision
behind the planning and phenomenal
growth of this great Work. But this is

" the Work of Ggd, not of mian, and the .

vision and planning-has been that of
Jesus Christ, the active living HEAD
of this Work, not of man.”

From the bcgmmng e( Januaryf C
193%, 1 bcg&n Jplanning 14 issue the| "

’*’maﬁazme éonmwed in. hy mind sev-

en years' before, — fin 1927. God'-

caused ghe to wibl seven’ yedrssbefore

*-starting it. And even then it started

sma]lcr, surely,” than any magazine
ever did! There was no money. | had
wondered, back in 1927, How would
| gain subscribers? For. even though
I enyisioned a no-subscription- price.
magazmc. still, being cxpcnenced in

 magaziné publishing, 1 knew ‘its cir-
cujition must come from subscribers|

who requestedi—cveq, for free!

But now ‘that‘prbblc'm' was solved. 1
would "annqunce it over the air. |
would try tg . sell the listening au-|
‘dience on it ~— cause'them to want to

. ;gisl“'hbc — evbn at no subscription

cels N

y
invention; So

enough money to buy mlmeograph
stentils ‘and some mcxpenslvc paper
for printing. The local ‘mimeograph
dealer " offéred to allow me to. use
without cost one of his mimeograph
machines. I cut the headlines myself
with a mimeograph stylus.

. The Plain Truth *“magazine”

made its-most humblc bow on Feb. I,
1934. By that time ] hatl obtained a
subscription list of around 350, in.
cluding our owp -and the Orcgon
“Sardis”~members. Volume 1, Num-
ber 1, of The Plain Truth was a pret-
ty amatcurish, homemade sort of

ay b(: the mother of| -
i oney, | bor-|,

"o

¥ . —
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listic meetings in other Oregon

.towns.

" After the mimcographing of the
first Plain“Truth, apparently the Eu-
gene AB. Dick Co. dealer did not

{want to continué*loaning me the

monthly use of a modern ‘mimeo-

J| graph. -He came. up with .an anti-

quated secondhand ancestor of the_
mimeograph — . dn old Ncoqtyle,
which I managed 1o buy for §10. 1.
also. rhanaged to buy a éecondhand

| typewriter for $10. The anctént-
‘Ncox;—&/lc was éntirely hand opcrated
It ser¥ed us somd fow ‘ycars. | o

* After the iwo pi- three  months”’

,mec.tmg;;]m the old Masomc buxldmg :
J| —- upstairs; with its one-room office. .

[ was offfred_ap-office in the. old
Flampton buildéng. across from ¢he
post office in Eugene My new oﬂice
rent was SS})cr menth. *

It was a second-floor small, oﬂ1cc
with no windows, no ventilation”ex-
cept a trarisom“into an ad)o”mmg la;gu

| room used for labor union meetingy. .

Whenever a ufiion meeting was held,.
we -found next mormng stale cxgar
smoke had fltered i
through the transom. EVc could only
work a couple hours or 50, and had to -
leave until stale air segped out.

In this room Were ‘4" couple of
scarred old tables'and a couple of old
chairs. 1.had no desk but these-old
fables. I moved the antiquated Neo- *

style and secondhand typewriter in,”

and this became our office for the

‘| next two or three years. -

T wrote the articles for THe Plain

.| Truth and~cut the. mxmgograph sten-
cils.’ My wife .was the 2

\pressman.”

She- hand-crankede tH® Neostyle.
feeding each sheet of paper’one at a
time through it by hand. I was there-
fore editor and “typesetter.” She.was
my “data processing center,” main-
taining the mailing list on paper with .

pen and ink. For filing Cabinets [ used

cardboard tartans obtained gratis ata *

grocery store, indexing filing folders

- ift these cartons. _,They had. to suffice.

iy office ”

fice, the poverty to which I had béen
reduced, the hardship, the opposition,
the persecution God led the to.endure
that"His Gospel: MESSAGE might be
thundered in all the world. Yes, and
for the first time singe about A.D.'53
— for ‘a~dyration of 1900 Ygars! —
that God's Mcssagcjﬁz that of the
worl.g s ONLY HOPE

continents! —— that. God's=own
Church could be revitalized — again
_raised up in our lrmc — and its breth-_
“-ren be awakened to GOD'S TRUTH,

.- I close this _chapter with a quota- -
‘tion from

utobiography, writ-—
ten pnor to or soon after the ygar
{960 -— with a few additions 1 w;s'h

now ¢ writing ir July, 1980 — 1o’

“insert. With these new dddmonk in-*
serted, | quote: .
“Y think it-well+that the redder be

given sbme ideaof the finan¢ial hard-

4hip under w
worldwide “Wa

ich God's prcscnt
Lpot vnder. way.*

“in it for'thc mon

could now- go
‘10 kmgs’and heads of nations over all

) l( -
- ‘ i e < B - ) i . ’ >
L AR
\ ! . - (SRS = .
thing. Probdb}y'no oné but mySelf msgpad of modern steel ﬁhng cabi-  accept and -embrace it. It is some-
. vfould had dxgmﬁed it with' the name Lo thing altogether different from mere-
"1 *magazine.” But itavas a IrarT! And JYelit seemed to: Mrs Armslrong ly agreeipg with certain doctrines!”
. its contents were na amateurish buiy” and me that we- were dow ° ettingup . l.add now, in 1980, the question,
profegsional — publlshmg God's.  in the world,” From ho office | had" ,How MANY of you who profess to be
TRUTH!, %7 advanced to a no-rent-office, and'now  spiritually converted and have come
- Aftérthe Alvadore, Ore., meetings I had a $5-per-month oﬁicé\)\ single  into Gad's Church have had thar
=7, V| anl launghing of the future World  dollar was a consnderablc itemto us  kind of conversion® You saw thel-
e = & Tomorrow program and The Plain the.,n TRUTH: You accepted it — Pcrhaps
s | Truth, I soon begar holding evange- * Few indeed loday know the sacri- with some elation and joy. Could you
g

be like those in Jesus’ parable of the
sower and the sced, who“‘when they
have heard the word, 1mmcdxatcly
receive it with gladness™ (Mark
4:16), but arc not truly converted
(GHANGED) — and do not endure.and
‘brmg forth fruu. (verse 20)? Con-

version is Much MORE THAN THATY|

Continue from the Autobiography:
“Whoever you dbe, YOU HAVE,-or

- you have had, an 1po1. You have had

anpther ‘god’ before the true Jiving
-ajmighty Gob. It.might be your hob-
by or your plegsure, favorite sport,
TV program or pastxme — whatever
has filled your mtcrqsl and your time.
It might even be your wife, yout hus-
band or children. It could be your job
(if it was first'in your thoughts-and
affections and interests). It mighi be
your owp vanity, your lipsticks and
personal appearance (if it becamé
vanity). kt could be your business or
profession (if it were,your main goal
in life). Very often it is the opinion of

ial or business associites — -and

Some persc«.ulmynpl) that 1 was \’:Zcur \family, your group, - club or

“And furthet tfqause an advanced
student here on the Ambassador Col-
lege campus exprcss,cd great surprise
the other day 10 ledrn that | had been
. forced into abject poverty and to
labor along for 28 long and lean years
In economic hardship. He had heard
that | had .been ‘knocked down -eco-
nomically by God, somewhat as the
apostle Paul was by blindness, and
plunged into "God'syservice. But he

;assumed that the financial ‘punish-

ment’ had cdfsisted of some three or
four comparatively shon periods of .
perhaps a few weeks or ‘months, *
“*So let me say right here some-
thing about conversion I find most
peaple do not understand.
~“The REPENTANKE required by’

God's conditions 10.being truly con”

verted by receiving God's Holy Spirit
is something, far different than most

le supposc' It is infinitely more
thépn merely ‘secing’ God's truth, or

-what they think of you.

“But whatever itis, that idol must|

" be crushed, SMASHED, literally_torn
out .of* your mind, even though it
~hurts more than having all your teeth

pulled out and perhaps a jawbone too!|

I Jelieve few.if any experience this
pfoccss painlessly. 1 know of no ages-
thetic that will render it pleasurable.
- How about your conversion — 1f
. that's what it really was?

~ “Now | haq an idol. My wholc
‘mind.and-heart was set on that idol. |
‘had worked hard, mghl and day, .for
that false god. My life objective was
the intense’ desire — the desperate,
overpowsring. driving ambition — to
_become ‘successful’ in the eyes of
" important business'men — to be con-
* sidered by them as outstandingly * M-
PORTANT' — to achieve statlis ip the
woyld I did not have a love for money
as such. Bug I coveted the status that

would gratify vanity! “After- estab-|

¢
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{Continued on page 27)
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three
common

s

0 exact statistics exist, but
many people in Godés
A Church are single. They dre

the never married,
the widowed. They are a cross section
of humanity representing gvery per-
sonality type and ability fevel. Per-
_haps you are onc of them. Lam.

There’s nothing “abnormal abouy’

Being single But oftentimes there is a
fecling in.society that an unmarried

the divoreed and -

person is somchow less of a humarn”

being. There s a notion that you
graduate from singledom by becom-
ing married. But nowhere does the
Bible tell you to get married as-soon
as you can. Nowhere does the Bible
say a singl person s a fmlure.

~<Just as there are many reasons for
being married, so there are many for

ing single. We are all individuals.

Séme singles. ar¢ crealing 3 secure -

financial Base-before they bepin to be
concerned with marriage. Qthers

may have been hurt by 4 relanionyhip

that dvdn't work and @t A€asi fof the
time being aren’t m}e! ted jn having

" anything moreé than j(st, friendships. |

Others may have had s miate taken by

T . death and choose mﬂ 1o remurry.
~ Saie. for various Feasons, are hap-
Py 10 remain single mdeﬁmlelyk They

Wight consider marriage if someone.

really spectal cothes ajong, but they
are 10 no rush 4

. #

Others would like to be married _

now bui selection is the difticulty.

Many singles in the Church fall into

this catégory. Especially outside
Amerwca, drea congregations are
small and scattered, and transporta-
tion 1 a problem. There -may bo and
aften arc only a-few single people in
an grea Perhaps none of them are
compatible. What do you do if there
is nobody to date? For example, |
spent more than two years in a coun-
Elry where there were.zero girls to

* date. So | know whereof I speak.

3 Lgarning to love your dandelions

g 1 have talked 10 numerods single_

members who would love to have a

The GOOD NEWS  September 1980
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By Mal(.olm Tons

family.someday. But in the meantime-
they have to make the most of their
present state. 1t1s like the story of the
gardening fanatic who was having
trouble with dandechons growing on
his prize lawp Eventually he wroteno
the departmuﬂ of agncullurc
“Dearsirs.! he began. “Duyring the

- past Tew years | have had a prolific
" outbredk of dandelions all ever my
-bluegrass lawn 1 have tried every-

thing | have cut thein, sprayed them
and weeded them. | even tried Jettiag

~ my mothef loose on them (she likes
10 make dandehon tea)

All of this
has been in. van Y8y arc my last-
hope. Wil you please help me?”

kn a couple of weels he received a
surprisingly brief reply,

“Dear sir Secing as you have tried
e\{er)ghmg In ag attempt to obliterate,,
your dandtlions. you have only one
altefnative left. We suggest uhm you

© learn tdFlove them ™

"We have to learn 10 love our dan-
delions. We should learn 1o .be con-
tont 1n whatever statt we find our-
selves in The apostle Paul did (Phil.
4:11). We can do,the same.

if we make thé most of whdlcver h
* we have in this life, one day sdon God

will give us a lawn without dande‘
lions.

Let's call a bpddt a spade. Two .
main problems that singles have to
face are a sense of aloneness and

* unfulfilied sex ‘needs’ It's not that
_single people are the only ones who -
have 1o face these problems.-Some .

married folk ‘also have difficulties in
these arcas But for singles these

_trials can bt that much more

aculc . _Y

Aloneness’

- Some singles ‘are plain old-fash-
ioned- lonely. Loneliness is 2 major
problem for many people in.our 20th
cntury world. Isn't it ironic that at a
time when we have wall-to-wall.

* people, individuals cxperience asense

of isolation? .. -
Loneliness is onc of the. most diffi:

- no jbnger a problem.-

~ing periods of isolation it w

"and feelings with sig

What dz"d John the Bapnst Jesus Christ and the apostle Paul — 4
the greatest men in the New Testament — have in .
e've printed many articles for married peoplé. Here
isa sxralght jrom the-shoulder article for unmarrieds.

/:

o

cult problems for a person to faca
because by 1ts very nature u“s a prob-
lem you have tb face on your own.

. Every other problem can be shared.

But, convemcl) when you are able to
share the ®roblem of loneliness it is
| spent more than two y;:an ma -
nation where there wag noonc lodatc 1
don’t mind admmmg that there were
times whert [ was loneH. At tinfes the
loncliness almost deove tnc insane.
Sundays “were especiatly difficult.
They were degp holes of isolation. AF-

ter il the warmth and companionship. -;

of the Sabbath” what do you do on ™

Sunday? ht was a rea) difficulty. Sun- - ~

days hurt, | felt like some pieces of the
jigsaw puzzie of life were missing.
Something was cluding me. Some-
times just the ideg of being single was

- the most aggravating element. 1 don'y

always have a perfect attitude gad dur-
somer
times a struggle to kccp g posmvc
('r.upc of mind. -

'Every human being has a dcep—
rooted need for human gentact. A
person’ mrely Teels like lagghing
alone. We like to shiwgg our-thoughts
ficant others.
And we like to have others on* our
team puliing for us. ~ , ~

Some singles go through. excru»

- ciating bouts of Idneliness. These -

can lead to depression. But others;

“perhaps with stronger psychés, do’ '

not experience such a deep sense of ©
loneliness. This can particularly be .
the case with unmarrieds who live in

large Church areas where there are

many activities. Some of these do
not.lik& inferences that they are
lonely, as the word carries uegative
connotations. And understandably
50, but many admit ‘to a- sense of
*“aloneness.”

Aloneness implies bcmg on one’s:
own but it does not necessarily have
a negative meaning. Aloneness well
describes thg, state of being single.
You can. be alone and happy. But

Vit's dlfﬁcult 10 be lonely and happy.
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But wé all need friends. 1t's not good
for man to be alone (Gen., :18). Soa
person without a spouse especially
needs to fevelop strong friendships
with othe¥ brethren. An unmarried
individual-needs to firmly tie himself
.into the. Church. When you don't
have a™family the Church. becomes
‘your family"éMatL 19:29).

Buildisg friendships -

The best way to find 2 friend is to
be one.-When you are a friend others
will segk you out. Putting it another

" way. the best way to mitigate feelings

of aloneness is to take aloneness away

. from somebody else. You’ll find that

a person caught up in acts of giving

will ot be so aware of his own prob—
lems.

Givjng friendship is, like the story

of the twg men who trudgcd a long,

‘distance through the blizzard. Ex-
hausted, they had only oné mile to go
when tf{cy came across an injuréd
man lying in the spow. One of the
travelers refused to help and pressed
on. The Q[her stopped, pyt the hurt
mari over his shoulder and staggered
forward. Half a mile later they found
the man who refused to help. He was
lying in fhc SNow, dead from the
cold

The traveler,who stopped to help,
by taking on an additional load, had
raised hIS body temperature. It kept
both hxm and thenan he was carry-

ing alive. They. made 1t to the shelter.

Byt if one hadn’t stopped tq, help the
other they would have both been

- ovcrcome by the cold. It was the giv-
bf that kept the restuer going. It can~

lhc same for you.

Giving means being willing to hs-
ten to others. Don’t get your watch
out to C]dlm yotir fair’share of speak-
ing time. “*Blessed are the meek™

the ones willing to drink in of othcr )
“ people’s ideas and feelings, to 1ist§n‘-

to others’ stories rather thC(l alwa

wanting to tell their own — “for they -

shall inheritethe earth” (Matt. 5: 3).
_ These arc the people God wanls gov-
"erning.

What apout sei? ,

Sex is not just a problem for single

. folk, but also for many married

people. The prmclples hcre apply to
us all.
- Sex is a raw physical drlvc.- It is

also an emotional-and psychological -

i

6

)

want.” So, if you werz Satan, what

would you use to lure single brethren,

in God’s Church? What would you
use to try Lo entice them into the
world where you could finish them

" off? You guessed it — sex with a

capital S. You'd ‘have it thrust at
people from all quarters. You'd dis-
play it on every street _corner. You'd
‘saturate society with every form of
cheap and perverted sex — anything
but wholesome sex. Well, Satan has
done the same.

Make no mistake, Satan is at war
with us.. Probably the only more
intense emotion .than the devil's
hatred of us is Gods love for us.

atan knows what you could accom-

- plish in" God's Kingdom and he de-

spises. you for,it. He will use every

- dirty. trick in the book — and some

that aren't in the book — to drag us
down.

Just look at how our'cncmy tnod to
get Joseph threugh Potiphar's wife

(Gen. 39:7-20). But he failed. Joseph

was man enough not to cave in. To
stand up for what's right — to-dem-
onstrate character — takes backbone,
not wishbone. ‘

God gives simple instructions.

There's a simple formula for staying

.out vf this kind of trouble. Everyone,
whether married or single. should
memorize it. I1{’s'not long. Just two
words. “Flee “fornication™ (I Cor.
6:18). Notice God dues npt say 10 get

] close as you can but don’t take part

in it. God says to flee — .as fast as

your little legs will move you. If faced -
* with temptation, retreat at the speed

of light. :
Fleeing fornicatio s staying

away from singles b eir plastics

artificial environment'® not the an-

swer. These meat ‘markets are not a_
suitable placcw:thrcn. They pro-

vide no solutio®r fulfillment.

.. Fleeing fornication means avoiding -
. red-light districts. If they are be-
i are going,

tween you and wher
drive or walk, as tlle case may be,
around them<PFov. 9.13-18).
Fleeing fornication, means not be-.
ing alone with members of the oppd
sit¢ sex whom you know are promis-
cupus. Avoid compromising situa-
‘tions. Choose carefully the people
youspend time with (Prov. 13;20).
Fleeing fornication means being
careful about what you watch or the
‘movie or televisipn scréen. Think

" character.

about wl]at letting your mind dwell
on it may lead to. Be the prudent man
who foresees evil and hides himself
(Prov. 22:3).

Fleeing fornication means that you

women reading this article should not

“be naive. Understand the way some

men think. Don’t dress to provoke
thegr. And don’t be deceived by what
some men say to-you. It is natural for
aswoman to want to be cherished, but
frankly, face the facts. Many men in
the world will be loving and gentle,

- but their bidden -motive is to wear

down a woman's principles so they

. can experience her body. Don't be
.one of thgse seduced by smooth

words (Eph. 5:5-6).
- lilicit sex is habit forming. It's best.

not 1o get the hook in your mouth. A -

fish has 10 put up a fierce fight to

. break from a hook, Of course, it can
“ be done, bul i's far better not to take
“the bait in the first place. The more

¢ body is fed, the more gratification
»zrequm:d And whorcmongcrs un-
less they repent. will not be in God's,
Kingdom (I Cor. 6:9) — and such

Yere sume of you (verse 11), but you-

were washed clean. Your sins were
thfown to the other side of the uni-

verse. But you must be detcrm‘hcd‘
not‘te sin dgam

Playing a winning game ' - .

With God's hélp we can beat Satan

{ his own game. We can turn it all 1o
our advantage. How? If we want to
build physical muscle we negd some

- resistance, “— for exampje. a heavy
“weight 10 lift. against. Then when it

* hurts, muscle i buill. The same is

- true spiritually. Suffering is the oni-
gin of growth. Fighting agamst 1he

pulls of the world will help us buid
character. And it is character, not our

physical comfort, with which God is

most concerned.,

A singlc person who can control *

his sex drive is a person who can
control every majar area of his life.
Singledom is a chance to develop
Hot fires can burn and
consume or give energy for growth.
The sarke,furnace can make or bn,ak
you. Which will it'be?

Obedignce to God is largely a mat-
ter of habit. If gne leads a full, giving

. and sharing life there is not much
time for idle daydreams that can lead .

to disaster But to bring every
thought irito captivity (1 Cor. 10:5)
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) 1s not é:asj'"“ It requires Vpersistencc Of course it is. Marriage to the right Christ’Jesus (Gal. 3: 26) God would
2 and courage We may have a hard  person at_the right time is a wonder- « ~ nat have called us if we didn't have an

L timeof it noWw (Acts 14:22), but when*  ful gift from God. & important part to play in finishing the

' we look back from the perspective of . But being single is alsoa gift from . Work. There is no room for diyision.

; being in God's Kingdom then it will™  God (§ Cor. 7:7). Singiedom may be Whatever state we are in, our main ‘

| all be worth it (Rom. 8:18). a gift you don’t want, but God’s gifts | prcoccupauon is to put‘our shosider

- arc gopd’ gifts (Matt. “711). We 1o the wheel and push as hard as we
Some successful singles " should relax and let Gog' give His  -can to help Herbert W. Armstrong

We single folk in the Church hm?/ Rifts as Me sees fit. He knows us well,  finish the job of warning this world.
something that singles in the world caough to be ableito dctqrmme what T'hat is ouf calling, and there lsnt
do not have We have the hope of o is best for us. . much umc left now
. God's Kingdom. Once a peeson has- Christ led a life: frse from sin. He , Righ
g this, his perspecttve changes. Il b . was our perfect example. He did not 9 “o“""“’ the goal
b comes tis goal (Matt. 6.33). Every-~ marry in the normal sense of' the - . Eternity is one long stretch of

thlng else is g backdrop to thaj call-"  word. Obncﬁsl) then. it is'not wrong  time. And ipwill be occupied by spirit
ing. Qne should not be preocCupiéd - ;'nQt to marry. I rcahzc.,xha( there are  beings. Spirit beings, like the angels
with one's state 1o life, but preoccu-  reasogs why Christ. did not marry, do not marry (Mark 12:25). For the
“ piedin elping 10'do the Work. Back- “‘bu{ maybe theré are  peasons why you ' | future eons we will be single. I nfean
Ing up Christ's aposile should be mc - also might not shoose to marry Jost  unmarried id the human, phystca'{
primary thing. : yet P sense of the word. We will, of course, ” = .
The champion of singles is Jesus T Take @ 1qok at’ Lukc fxn terms of be married to Jesus Christ. Bul we
. Chast. True, He wastmarried, in one peoplc whor choosé 10 be ‘single. God w will not Be married in the u.su,gl SEnse
e - sense e Israel But He has not mar-  deogs give us-a £hace in life. Notice - df the word. In that scn§c marriage is
*- ried in the usual sense of the word. 4hc Aifestyle that the pesson in Luke  only for this time.

" He has not lived in wcdlon.k with4d  72:36:37, «chise; #One ‘Anna, a proph- The top two mcmbers of the God- .
"woman As a human He ‘o Ay eless, the daughtgr of Phanuel. of the  head never married in the physical™ -
solo. Qur-Mgssiah learned Wilig being  ribé of Aser. she'was of a great age,  sense of the word. So don't ever think :
single waﬁ.boul i - :and had hu;d wnhwan husband seven _ that you can't qualify for atop posi- .

Chnst experienced® cvorythmg a ycérs from her virginity.”.Read the tion because you are unmarried. We
single person experences. So we do.* apcconm. wefullx She was 2 widow.” don’t have to be married to be bal- - .
_not have a High Priest who canpol be - for’ about 84 years Tha(’s apparently.  anced human beings in this lifc and -
-toucheéd with our infirmities; He was - What“shé chose 1-imagine she may spirit "beings in the next,

T inall puints tempted as we are (Heb. . hays. half aniple opportusitics for re- ;" Obviously marriagg is a wonderful

" 4:15) He understands our situation “martiage,. byt shg chese. 1o remain . " instithpon and hxghly desirable. It .
and has compassion on us<That’s why . smgic AU was not.a sin. And she was - pictures beautifully the- God-plane - A
He's our Champion. % " not a failure. Bui:since 1t is not goodt . relationships we will have in the next -

: His ceusin John thcxll\fibttsl ¥as,  for a man qf ‘woman to be alonc, she - life. Nothing 1 am saying is mcartt o
R, . also single. WasJohn g failure in life? = undgubtgdly built strofg fncndshlps detract from the beauty of a marriage =

i Was lre 1n some way a lesser human - with other converted: pcoplc : lived in accordance 1o God's laws. A
H being beciuse he never married®Of Some of the mast. serving women I good marriagc is perhaps the nearest -
i him €hrist said, Ammg them that  knowearc :.mglc They dre beautiful = -thing te' complete haRplrrcss that a
: IR - dre born of women. there hath not. on tie msndc and the outside. God ~person can find in tlus world. To be .
- risen a greater than John the Baptist” app:ecules them They arg niot fail- ~ married to the right person atr the_ ',
: (Matt. Li:11). John was asucccssful' ures’ or v any way lesser human  right time with a right attitude is a,
.. single. beings They've erther been widowed  tremendous blessing. It is the ideal.
: In New Testament times who was  or haven't met someonc wha is right - Bul wediock is not nécessary for
: the apostié who labored more fer-~  for them And they have the strength  ‘salvation. Marriage is not a qualifica-
“'s . vently than any of the others? It was 1o remain smgle until they do.  « ~ tion for God’s Kingdom. Righteous-
L _Paul (I Cor. 15:10). Paul may have The) gren "t going to be pressurized  mess is. That's the point I am making. P
! been married al one time, because  into'marriage. They realizé that mar- It dgunt matter what condition we *
_n there are indications that before con-  riage is 100 wonderful andvimportant  are in, as long & we ully serve God
{ version he.was a ' member of the Sah-  10tbe foisted on them by the pressure,  in a rightéous state. Whether. married
A hedrin, and you had to bg married to'  of friends and rclatives: 1t.must come or single, we should g]onfy God in- .’
be a part of that group. But he was . from the inside — frdm the headand  our lives.
not married during his time as an ~ heart as it is guided 5 God's Spirit ~ - After Solomon med cvérythings -
apostle (l Cor. 7:7-8). Did ‘his wife ~ and sound counsel ‘After all, ‘God’s (mcludmg 700 wives and 300 concu--
¥ die? Did she lggve him? - will is that we: first be godly people  bines), he summed it all up in Eccle-
Anyway, Paul was-another success- almmg for His-Kingdom (Mati! _ siastes 12:13;-“Let us hear the con- " .+
N . ful single. 6:33), Rot first be married. Priorities  clusion of the whol¢ matter:’ Fear~
R Thus three of the top men in the ~ have to be kept straight.. God, and kecp His commandments:
‘ .New Testament were single. This is There are no second-¢lags. citizens. for this is the wholc duty of
f - ' not wimply that marriage isn’t good. _ jn God's Church. We are all one in men® o * A
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¢ honest with yourselft Do
vau actually like to be cor-
rected?

Hardly anyorie does. Re- -
ceiving correction in the right att-
tude is one of life’s most dlﬁicult
responsibilities.

But a truly converted Christian
should like — and even weleome —
correction. It helps him or her grow.
It's easy. of course, to see someone
else’s faults. but it 1s not so easy to
recognize our own mistakes. We of-
ten resgnt being told about eurshort-
comings. especially if we see that the
person who corretts us has his own
probiems to overcome..

The purpose of life 1s splmual )
growth and change. But such growth is
impossible without, reproof and correc-
Ton " Al scripture is inspired by God
and profitable for teaching. for rcproof
for correction. and for training in righ--
teousness. thal the man of God may be
complete. equipped for évery good
work™ (11 Tim. 3:16-17, Reévised Stan> -
dard Versyon)

What is reproof? What is correc-
tion? Do these words have.clear, spe-

" cifi¢ meanings to you? Check your
dictionary and learn their deﬁnmons;
because both are 'neccssary “for -our

“training in rightecuspess.”

Every one of us must study. (he
‘Bible with an” honest desire to be
taught and corrected by it. Unfortu-
nagely. some in the Church have a
seil-righteous attitude when they
read the Biltle or hear a sermon. They
are convinced that the admonishment

- applies to.someone else and not them
- So Bible study loses its effectiveness

as far as they are concerned. |
God says, “He who heeds instruc-
tion is on the path to life, but he who

astray ™ (Prov’ 10:17, RSV).
‘Are you on the “path 1o life,” or

" are you going astray because you
. reject’ reproof? 1 have pften heard

Christ’s apostle, - Herbert W. Arm-
strong. say that he asks God regularl)
for correction. Why don’t we all pray
the same prayer? Remember: The
more yBu are converted, the more you

will welcome corrgction.

- ‘Wash me thoroughly -

P2

Some of us think we get (oo much
correction, but God gives us cxactly
- what we need. However,we all have a
endency lo. give more corréction

s
:5
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" from me” (verses 6, 10-11).

. rection and reproaf? Do you' egpect it

“ matter how it comes 10 you.
rejects. reproof. {or correction} goes™ -

"

than we should' It's a matter of atti-
tude — we need a converted, Chris-
tian attitude, based on love.

To receive correction in the nght
spirit. you must be willing to admit
you are wrong — and that’s hard for
the carnal mind to do. Get down on
your knees and ask God to help you
see your faults. Ask Him to change
you. and then be.willing to change.

Loeok how David pleaded his case in
Psalm 51. He first acknowledged his
guilt. “Wash me thoroughly from -
mine iniguity, and cleanse me from my |
sin,” he asked God (verse 2). But how
did he expect to be washed and
cleansed by God? By correction and
reproof — and chastisement if neces-
sary.

“Behold. thou desirest truth in the
inward parts: and in the hidden part
thou shalt make me to know wis-
"dom. . .. Create in me a clean heart.
e God and renew a right spirit with- *
in me. Cast me not away from thy
presence:; and take not thy holy spirit

the Lotd™ when he went to the high
priest to ask of him "'1cucrs to Da-
miscus to the syhagogues. that if he

whether they were men.or women, he
might bring them bound unto Jerusa-
lem™ (Acts 9:1-2). - .

Filled -with th:s -hatred and con-
vinoced he was doing the right thing,
Saul was on his way 16 Damascus
-when God struck him down. What

tijude-when corrected? What were
" the first questions he asked of God?

“Who art thou, Lora? . . what wilt

thou have me to do?"" (verses 5-6).

anyone God is calling to true conver-
sion if they are asked honestly and

on the wrong course. But upon God’s
calling. ‘he sought coggection. From
that time on.Saul nevel-again perse-
cuted the Christians. In fact, he him-
self bécame one of the most perse-
cuted Christians. N

T Was it easy for Paul lu be cor-

David wanted to be correcied, even
_though it meant maKing a serious
effort and .mdergomg suffering. He
was ready and willing 1o accept God's
correction., no matter how it came
and-however unpleasant’ He was in-
deed a ‘man after Ged’s pwn heart.

How often da vou ask God for cor-

other cheek, 10 be a Christian. He
was pmbably‘ridfeu_lcd and scoffed, at
by his fogmer friends. But nothing

stopped him from wanting to do
God's wiil. :

to come only from Him and never
from a human being? I've heard
people say, “IT correction came from
God. 1 would accept H, but-l wouldp™
listen 1f it came from some man.™
This reasoning is totally wrong.
When vou ask God for correction,
you must be wulling 10 accept it, no

Change what needs to be
- changed -

For excuses to reject the ‘admonish-

_corrects you needs to change. him-
self. your task as a Christian is 10
admit” where you are wrong and
change The qlher person’s need for
correction does not solve your partic-
ular problcm. nor does it justify your
attitude. * ‘Therefore to him 1hat
" knoweth to do good. and doeth it not,
to him it is sin” {Jas, 4:17).
ti now,
en telling us that the
% a whole, is not ready for
Christ’s return. Do you grasp the
seriousness of thys warning? It means

Paul’s conversion . _

Before his coriversion. the apostle
Paul didn't realize that he was on the
wrong track. He beitev
doing God a scrv;c’t by pers
the Christtans. Proud of his back
ground and fearning as a Pharises, he
folidwed the way that “seemeth Tight
unto a man ~ When Stephen. the first
Christian martyr, was snoned “Saul
™ {whose name was later changed io
Paul} was consenting unto his death™
(Acts 8:1). -

Here you sex a powerful, influen-
tial man witnessing a murder — and
approving of it! Skortly thereafter, he

rection as we should have — and that
we have not changed enough! Con-
~>{Continued on page 29]

~
™~

was ‘}'et bre*alhmg out threatenings
* and slaughter against the disciples of

found any of this way [Christianity].

happened then? What was ‘Saul's at-. -

These beautiful questions will lead °

their answers applied. Saul wanted to.
do what: was right "in God's sight.
Until then, in his ignorance, he was

rected that way? He had to learp all .
over how (o serve God. to turn the .

When you ar'c corrected. don't look -

ment. Fot instance. if the person who

Mr, Arm- -

_that you and | have not accepted cor--







Our Little Children-

Spe ally Blessed

thence”  Manz. '

Bl ounto him ark,

¥ them:
1 they
- But Jeu,s called them
’ unte hum, and sud, Suffer Linthe chii- .
1 drer erito. me. and.focbid
‘ them b 1s the kingdom
[ | of Gaﬂ v T sab unie vou, Who-
| RN 1 receive the kingdom
f ef"(m@s;s a! '2¢ whuld shall :otao wise
) enter theren” (Luke 18:18-17% )
E _ slumble im0 dargcv . Luke and Mark hri?.an‘ienc@ the
the ik o] an eve But angels do seneept of hiess:fg of the httie
S c\x 1 . Ga geis can and do er- sen Luke used the term m!anl:
. { . fasier than. '?:'4:- - 10 deserime 15650 children, &n d Mark
" _ " The Bibie tells of secorded that Christ was able do take-
angels imterveming in the lves of Ahem up o6 His arms (Mark 1033
Gad's servanis in. “both the Oid and- 163 That Christeouid take them up
"+ New Testaments Time ard space ! 2N, st i His arms shows  they were not
. 8 cannet hinder Weir speedy interces. - [ dren cdp. iv ihe Tulure ‘be sirong . thore i i% oF SEVER vears of age. Tt
A " sientosave God's people — and their | laborers Tor (el i€ obviows Christ was blessing small
1 . chiidren — from dire calamities. children, 1o young - provide sofu-
Coe . tons 1o theit ven preblems. o
' N ) Ali the chﬂﬁun ot God Noticethat God has commissioned |
E To Ged we ate ali His own hnje angels 1o the task at hand “Tske
- children. i we are bcgulcn by His jren Laond b ol heed that ve despise nct one cf these
. Spirst. ¢h Johen - A2, 18), He it that wirx And sur-Crestor ex- « dittle wnes, for | sav unto vou, That in
Ny aa:dﬂcs over and pm!cms us with a pxc-xsca §|w~ am:.;« feve for cur o chil- - heaven their ungels do always behold
b speual fovisp concern ) te mans Bxssings He  ghe face of my Father which is in

Nnd we can be thankfu! that . he
daes’ We ;u}l‘ are, of :CUTSCJ\tS..
Ipless . r,g,?f-smgﬁobiems
1 jued ordinary dangers

heavess i Matl. 1B 1A
Herbert W - Aomstrong recognized
‘ Gad's concetn for childsen and the
ger imipoftange UT ihe Ceréiniesy
sm'o.,md B .s_ﬂd our children, bug ally. perfosmed Thus, {r-ams‘ie hegmmﬁg
God's Church also faces assaults fasled 10 "A{»L€3§1dn this  of the Chyrch ie lhzs era, Ms Arm-
. and hostile groups a . vire Drought ¢ s moving cere-

3 wzaticn. We. are in- rat he ;dmn
J.nucrs‘ as defense- heni and ryears the Churdh umﬁu\:ted 2

world of < rebuked them » wicg of the bitle chiidren — thodk
We need rc&p {rom %bu: — i Lttie children, et Biessend b0 previvus years — ir; the\
g hand from wm&pia&e * o and forbid them ndtte cemd unto fastafiernoon servise of the Feast of

p £y Warecrt Wak.e

, !ncammg pressures an. pateats  me for of such 18 the kmgdom of  Tabernacles. Over the yealrs, as the
£ striving to rear their \.hﬂm heaven. And he lwd his hands on ' iComtinged onpage [ 3}
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g ercy Nef ¢ -
o There.are many Sfalse prophet'sg in the world Do you know the scnplurai way 1o tell
i )  the dtﬁerence between lhem and zhe true servants of God? ' '

='c apostic John wrote: “Be-"
J. believe not every spirit,
ut try the spirits whether
thev afe of God: because many false -
"m;a eis aze‘gane out into the world.’
x w ve the Spint of God:"
- E\Cﬂ ‘spyrit that confesseth that Je-
Trst s come in the flesh is of
Gcﬂ And every spirit that confesseth
o not that Jesus Chiist is come in the
‘fesh 1s-not of God: aid this is that
- spinit of anmtichrist, whereof ye have
¢ - heard that it should come: and even
o now already i5 n in :h; world™ "
TR d Jobn 4:3 3}
‘ © . Just what does this scnp&ure
mican? Does it mean that anyone who-
- says that Jesus Christ-cante i human

SO flesh about 2,000 vears jgo is of
( ‘ God? :
o - If this is what J6hn meant Wen we

might ‘conclude that mest, if not all,

professing Christians. through the 47

sges were “of God.” because !he}, :

N “said Christ came in the flesh — even

5 if they continually broke all His com-

‘ mandments. We magm also conclude

-+ that other religions that reject the
Bible, or_reject the New JTestament
but’suill believe that there was such a

. !ncd ‘in the ﬂﬁh," were

. John meant. Even though he was
‘addressing a specific problem of his
day. which may or may not be as
prevalent row in :xacuy the same

~way. his slalement B just as true
today as it was then. How then sheuld

. we understand 1?7

Let us note that John is tatking

» about “faise prophets™ (verse 1j.

T * * Such prophets do not receive their

e inspiration from God or the Holy .

v

. mnuaumg eowdition. ¢ The wo
in ‘the phrase

Spirit. They receive their “inspira-. .

Vo . )
tion™ directly or indirectly from a
different spirit — from. -the
devil or his dcmbns Their teachings

.are sometimes completely Sgse.
Other times they may be vel‘y’n{ar,‘ .
- the truth,

but nevenhcﬂcss’ sull aor

correct. ~

This text js telling us how to distin-3

guish the false from the true. W‘Jen—
we hear ffom a “prophet™ or “minis-
ter” we may measurg him by the

' princxplm given here gnd clsewhere

in the Scriptures to know if ke is of

God and inspired by His Spirit, or led

_ by a contrary and false spirit.

What does ‘is comq” mean?
The key to undcrslandﬁng this

scripture is found in the words |

come in theflesh,” which, wcm in

’ qﬁlh verses two and three. What does
is phrase mean?

Ttis wmmoniv Belicved’ thal thasc
‘words say “"came in the flesh,” not is
or ‘has come in the flesh If Jahn
meant “came” instead of “is come”

then ‘many’ professing Christians, .

Jews and M
oonsndcred to

ammedans mtght be
“of God.” Many of

_th o beiieve that Jesus did live in the

fleXh and that He was a good rabbi, or
lha! Hewas a prophet or a religious
jeader of His ume.

“Came in the flesh™ nmphrs that

He ‘came and then lef, and is no

Ionger here “in ihe fesh.” But the
‘words say that He “is come.” Th

implies mare thian just came’; rath-
er. it ampncuhal He came and is still -
Igere_ i Aesh.” This is a pmzné

“ip the flesh™
added 1n the fnghsh transiation, 3
Greek text or interhinear Greck- Err
glish text-will show.) ’

. Howmnbe!hnChnstmuld

T -
“in flesh,” since He
wost 2,000 years
tize right kand of

still today be
went 1o hmve
. ag0 and now si
God. m‘hcgncn
o I‘ﬁtnt‘(t vérse begins to rﬂmﬂ ah{
wer, yreater is heuhatis in you,
he.That'3
ﬂ) ‘\?-,_%w i in
Chnsﬁsn

Christ lives.in Ch
Somg - mlght sa;
Spim is'in us, if W

, tians. They would be rigliVes

‘but there is more. “Hereby kn
- that we dwell in him, andl ke in us”

(verse 13), Who is the He in thié

\ersc" The an3wer is’ that -“God

dwelléth in us™ \(verse i2). Dogf this

“refer 10 God the Father or thé Son -

Sesus Christ?

“f am crucifieg with ChnS( nev-

* €itheless 1 live; yet not I, but Christ

liveih in me: and the life which | now

live-in the flesh 1 live by the faith of

. the-Son of God, who loved me, and
gave himself for me” (Gal. 2:20).

. Jesus Chnsl who has come in
ﬂzsh 1s sull “m flesh™ today. Heis -
tiving His life_in His servants who
make up the splrnlual ‘body of®
-Christ” to this very day!

- This truth is also .mentioned in
L John 3:24: “And be Jhar keepeth
his commandments dwelleth in him,
and ke ifi hitn. And hereby we know _
that He abideth in us, by the Spirit
. which he hath given 35." Jesus Christ '
Mives “in flesh” of those whe keep the
commandments. [t is only logical to.
expect that as Jesus Christ kept His -
Father’s commandments (Joha
15:10), those true Christians He lives
_in will alsogheep the®Father's com-

._mandments follow ing«€hrist’s exam-
"ple (I John 2:3-6). .

meooorsws-we@ma

-




Notice lalso I John 5:20: “And we

know that the’Son of God is come, *

ahd hath given us an understanding,

that we nfuy know him that is true,

and we ar¢ in him that is true, eyen in

his Son J:&;us Christs Tlus is the (ruu
sternal life.”™

hod, and
( 11 Jphn|7 makes another \.tuuﬁu;m
{ f

about falye prophets: dnq deceivers;
“For many deceivers are’entered into
he world,| whmconfoss not that Jesus
Eﬁris_& is ¢ome in the flesh. This is a
deceiver apd an antjchrist.”
~ There is a allghl variation inhe
Greek text from which the Lngh\ih
. words {5 dume arpatranslated in this
verse. The words here literally, mean
“is coming.” Hepe it is again appar-
ent thit Jesus Christ not only came in
the flesh, but that He still “is com-

ing™ in fesh, living His lifc in true

j(’hrisliumwday e

" How does Cheisy i ,,{n uo?‘
If Chrigt is reallyNliving in-us, we_
L will live tlc sume kind of life Christ

lived, Chirist will nbt_live his life in us.
i 4 comtrgry manner to the way He.

1vud“m thy flesh. .
“We alr ady saw that Chrlsl kv..pt

torthat.sia dard pcrfcctly. as d result™
“of a sin, w¢ will repent and quit fiving
in‘that sin.|Our overall way of life will
_be, that 0}{ commundmont- kucpmg.
not,_comm ndmcnt«brcakfng

! . . ‘
me receiveth him that sent .me”
- L

(John‘u-zo) \

WOuId Christ ro]ect Hlo
own rule?

" Going one- glcp further, such
people will also accept the rule of
those Christ sends. “Qbey them that
-have the rule over yqu, and submit
yourselves: fory they watch for your
souls, as they that mugt gm. account,
- that they may do it with joy, and' not
with gricf: for that is ynprofitable for
you™ (Heb. 13:17). .
Some who haveleft] God's Chu{ch
loudly proclaim their lgyalty to Chtist
- while they rejebt His rule in His true
Church! Such people will not “hear”
the ‘ones God sends (1 John 4:6) be-

cause Christ iy no longe hvmg inthem,

or else never did]

Since Jesus® Christ]
peoples - in-His Church - those
people will keep -the [Sabbath holy,
‘the same day He kqpt Holy - each
week, They further wi
same Huly Diys j.hut

23:21, 31, 41). (Jesus Chnst w (he
Guod who wus wnh Ibr' ¢l in the wiL

lCor I04)

he. Church — are the:
“of Christ," they will
Work instead of “doin

odern “body
¢ doing His
their - own

L Since. God's poog)ié g ll(,cuvely —_

lives in His™

Little Children

! Continued from pagel 1)

numbers atténding the Feast grew and
the number of infants to be blessed
increased, the demands |r{ time to per-
form the service also grew.

Mr. Armstrong instructed that the |

blessing of the little children should .
no longer be done at the Feast sxtcp,

: He noted that God Had raised up ™

numerous churches pastored by dedi-
cated, qualificd ministers .of Jesus
Christ. The service became’ the re-
sponsibility of the pnslors m thcsc
churches.

‘Fhe second, Subbath ufter the
Feastof Tabernacles was set for. the
puru\ls to come prepared for the ser-
vice in’ each church. So just before

‘the sermon on the second Sabbath

“Tllowing the clode of the Feast,
* periptures quoted above are read an

a general proyer is given. The minjs-
ters, in pairs, ttke each little.child up,
fay théir hands on him or her and |
pray for God's protection, und blcss-
ing beyond that which the purcm,x are
able to provnde

A prdtound mganlng '
. As -members watch: ‘und enck’ cluld

is taken up in the iinisters’ arms, a

sentiment of appreciation for God's
ldve and’ concern spreads throughout
the congregation. Pruyers pour up
snlmtly before His throne, addmg an

-

3

'
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A persop:in whom Christ i living

~will know |the true doctrines of His

- Church, a$

- bes of
. Christian vill also have love and not
hatred for|other true Christians ,-4

" '\rhe GOOD

Bible. “1f 4ny man will do his will, he
shall know/|of the doetrmc. whether it
4" (.lohn 7:17). A Arue

brethren jn God's

13:34-35).

“Church (Johd

Down through the ages God has '
sent servants to carry out His Work.
. _and_His_will, ‘but most people re-

lhuy are revealed in the.

“thing.” Just as Jesus sai

(John 4:34), so His serjvarits today,
since He lives. in them' tgday, will be
doing that gume Work.

The true servants of Christ will not
be speakmg aghinst (GGod's law or the
tc timony of Christ. Mot ministezs’

ay ‘preach agaidst the llaw of God
and many sa¥ yow are undier a curse il
‘you try to obey that law,inot under-
standing the”scriptures of this sub-
ject. *To the law and to the testimo-

“jected the

prophets Fd of Jes 8, Christ Hlm-

- ters down fo and mcludmg the pres-

ut thosc who have Jesus

this mistake. They recognize” and

accept thgse Jesws-Christ sends.

- o Verily, verily, - say unta you, ‘He
~ that receifeth whomsoever 1 send
"+ recgiveth

c; andehe that receiveth

EWS  Seplember 1980

.“This was' true of the - .

. spmt o

ny: lfthcy speak not accordling to ) this
word, it is because. there is{no hghl in.
lhem" (Isa 8: 20)«

the true
Bible prin~

‘er thcy gre led by and inspited by the .
Holy Spirit oT Géd, lor by spme othcr

He dird the |
Work that the Father sent Him to do-

famen™ to those of the ministers who
pray over the children. :
Throughout the 15 minutes or 'so

of this special ceremony, all appre- -

~ciate that each child beingso blessed
-i8 specifically san@tified before God ™
in heaven. Mpny adull tears come at
‘the iniocence and tryst in the eyes of

- the little ones ds they lowk up into the

faces of the ministers holdmg them.
There is no compnrablc service in the
Chun.h of the living God!

‘Look forward to this ceremony in

your church, This special blessmg is

" for. your children, so they can have. o
* God's guaranteed extra protection * -

and blessing, for the troubled days

.through which they have yet to live.
' Then when Christ returns *— very’
shortly. néw - to receive ‘them to

"Himself, thll hdve béen pre-
. pared to Ydtume co-laborers’ with
"Him i His limitlegs nmverse\ fm; all
eternity! - ql

, 13
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gooancwe on the Britlsh Work

It has been thru decades ¢
since Herbert Wo Armstrong
sent his san Richard to Lon-
- don, l-'nglum‘, 1o establish the
first branch \nf God's Work
oulsice tne United States. For
the British chutches this peri- '
od has hgen every bit as inter-
esting and eventful as the

‘| times in which the churches

mentioned in the. pook o[@ul\
existed
. Mxmly, readers wills agso-

God’sWork in Brltam o

ciate the Work in Britain
with the Bricket Wood cam-
pus, of Ambassador College,
which was for 1§ years the
headquarters of the British
churches, ‘However, in 1978

grounds “were sold and
‘Church headquidricrs was
transferfed to the Work's
printing  press guulplux in
“nearby. Radlett.

Bricket Wood served a

the college buildings and.

]

great purpose by bearing
much fruit over the ycars.
Graduates around ghe world
supporl the goals and*purposes |
o[ the Worldwxda (huruh of*
IGod. .

- So while an era ma‘y have
passed with _the collegeg clo-
sure, the "Church in the

United Kingdow continues fo
fulfill its - main, gbjective -
preaching the Gospel to the
British people.

Promotions -
in 1980 n

With radio and television
still unavailable to World Tp-
morrow programing, the
Work is using a. varigty of
newspaper and magazine ads
plus Plain Truth exhibition
stands to get the Gospel mes-
sage out to the British
people.

In- 1980 a ghreat deal has
been accomplished with a con-
1 trolled “program of national
“media advertising, backed up
by Plain Truth campaigns at

country. The exhibition pro-

sites. These sites included a
stand of display boards adver-
tising the magazine alofg with
an eight-minute audiovisual
_presentation giving back-
ground information about The "
Plain Truth. The British
Work's officidls - have been
amazed at the pumber of

nel that they bsed to read Th
Plain. Truth buj did not real-
ize it was-still availadle.

wOne million specially

key exhibition sites drbund the-

) gram included stands in 25 ¢

people who told smnd‘pnrq\u\

-

Frank Brown, . regional di-
rector for the United  King-
dom Black Africaand §cmd1—
navid, was ordained an evange-
list in Japuary, 1976.
~ His experience as business
manager at Pasiadena for the
previous 2" years and a total
of nine years ‘'of broad admin-

L

istrative expericace in the
American Work has proved

"} invaluable in superviding the |

" churchesand developing ad-

grams' in the Umled ng-
dom .

© A native Enghbhmdn‘ M.’
Brown graduated from the
’ British campus of Ambassa-
dor College in 1965. He mar

_ried Sharon Roesler after’ be-

vertising and promotional pro- |

The Dlrector and the Job

ing ord.\mcd into the full umc
ministry of the Church, and in
latk 1965 caihe to Pasadina to
assist in-the F rehch. Depart-
. ment: The {ollowipg ‘year he

Work's business manager.

Since his appointment as
regional dm.uur ol the l%rmsh
F'Wilrwlffﬁﬁfirl 976. Mr.
Brown hds been streamlin-
ing and comwolidating the
Church's United Kigpgdom
operations 1o allow it to rely -
solely upon mdxgcnous in-
¥ come.

He has also dLVOlLd much,
of his attention to improving
public awarcness of the
Worldwidg Church’ of God

and its role in Britain.
Ve

became., they assistant ‘o “the

Frank’ Brown

As part of this awareriess
progrum, Church treasurer
Stanley R. Radet” spoke -at
1MLondon’s exclusive, Trabellers
-Club in mid-January, 1980.

printed color leaficts, tonfaing
| ing background information’
and offering a fru

‘the exhibition stan
where in the cities
bifions wer¢ bging held.
addivion, The Plain Truvh was
offered by direct mail to civie
leaders; businessmen and doc-
torsyin Lach city.

However, perhaps most en--
coutaging about the promo,
tional program: were: the’ re-
Sulis of adveriging The Plain—
Truth dir_cclly\ in" several of
Britain’s leading national.
newspapers.such as The Daily
_Mail. The Daily Telegraph,
The Sunday Express and The
| Observer.

The average lplal» circu-

and thc very ﬁr:,t news'
1 advurhaumcnl this year prgs

14
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‘_; duced almost 20007 1¢ | hicbert W, Armstrong con- q:lcupcd tp 120,000. But"British
: sponses.oThousands ol peopl avted i yeried ®of cvangelistic government legislation was
i > {-¢ommute to work tn b Ve goagns in Belfast, North- L cnacted to ‘prevent these ship
) ~ | by train and most of 2l o lLicland: Glasgow, Scot- stations from furthcr cﬂ'ccuvc
7| read these® natiomal danhew™] ind: and Manchester and broadcasting.
while traveling. During the | London, Englind. Ona Sept. Dgspite thls setback, how-
year uhead, the British [ 17, the lifst British member-of cver, the British branch of
. should” have a Tar greater | the Church of God was bap- God's Work dxsp]aycd sterling
] - chance of coming .in contact | tized. 1 resilience.
E W with an advertisement for J The stage was set for fur- A massive Plain 'I‘rulh
H - The Plain Truih. ther growth, and in 1956 the newsstand program, increas-
. * | first regular church was estab- ing circulation to 300,000
{5 lishetl in London. By the end 4| magazines a month, coupled
; The Open Door af 1958, Plain Truth arcula- with countrywide evangelistic
N | tion had. climbed to about | (. - campaigns followed in the
’ th door opcntd o prmth 12‘000_ [ ] m'Imm_»\/mxl/.w“n, established the 8nt- 1970s.
. shobranch ol Gods Waotk three de- vy A

carly as 1953, when Jan. 1 the
World Tomorrow broadcast
was beamed ‘across the En-
glish CHannel by Radio Lux-
embourg.

Then in September, 1954,

ing thé Gospel to Britain as

In the early 1960s growth
in Britain cbbed ' because of
poor radio reception. Then the
scemingly impossible hap-
pened, when the so-called pi-
rate ships opened their doors
o The World(lomorrow

“Plain

cades ago - ((ood News pholo)

broadcast in 1965.

{Over the néxt 20 months,
mnxt of Britaine®us blanketed
with the Gospel message.
I'ruth circulation

S "'ﬂ""“
N 'mm"o': St Aans . ®
loquhf Lu!on Belldon

Bouhnmw od
L4 -

glmbndm

_running about 'S percent per

_studics, many studies are now

homce. of pr mmcm members.

P wave satellite communication”

Church Growth

There are now 41 churches
-and several' Bible studies in
the United Kingdom and Ire-
land. comprising about 2,200
members. ‘Church growth is

year and chdrch atiendarice is
Up 15.5 pcrcenl And mmls-\
ters are'increagingly hard
pressed to visit the upsurge in |
prospective members. .
Besides the regular Brble

conducted by church pastors in
members’ fiomes because
people can't{afford to travel to
‘maip centets. This practice
Néw Testament”

~Feslival “attendanice has:
grown at the steady Tate of $
percent for the past few years,
and 1980 i to be a banner
year for the Feast of Taber-
micles in the United King-
dom.. For the first time since
1974, the brethrep, will all be '
mccllng at_the same place —
the south coast resort of
Brighton. Some 4,200 are ex-
pected to attend. There is a
strong possibility that Herbert
-W. Armstrong- will speak to
—the British-brethren live direct
" [rom Tucson by way of micro-

on thé evening following the
first Holy Day.

The British brethren* are

ateful for the growth God is
granting in, the Uqucd King-
dom and Ircland and lgok for-
ward” to much’ grcalgr m-
créases as the “end of the age™

rushcs closcr 0 rcamy a

[ »
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the firstborn of Raghel. ‘He was

borri while. Jatob was stili’.
* working for Laban near the end of

. J oseph was Jacobs favorltc sorr

__the second ‘térm_of scéyen_ years

(Gzn 29:30).

Young Joscph grew up strong, in-

telligent and-capable. And because of

his father’s special love for him, jeal- -
ousy developed between' Joshph and

hig older brothers. -

The situation worsened. When Jb-
seph went out to tend the’ flocks with
them, he would. report their mischief

- 10 his fagher at the end of the day.As
- far as his brothers.were. concerned,

Joseph was a “daddy’s, boy” and a

Jacob even rewarded him with a

‘beautiful coat;, tailor-made from

many colorful pieces of cloth. But.:
every time he wore it hid brothers

were reminded of Jacob's favoritism

-’; Widn’t have the good sense 13 keep his
_w_'tlfoughts to himself. So h
' they hated
. him-all the more (Ggn. 37:8).

_ers.were tying sheaves of grain in the
‘field, and their sheaves bowed ¢
- to his sheaf. He was onl

brothers lhc dream, a

But then Joseph dreamed another
~“dream ~—that the sun, moon and 11
_ stars bowed dowi to fim. He again

~“told it to his brothers and even to his -
having |
- interpreted the sun and moon ta be

father Jacob rebuked him, |

- himself’ .and Joseph’s stepmother,, -
'Leah He asked, “Shall T add your

-¢mother and your brothkgs bow down
ourselves™o you?” | ¢

tattletale. But to his father, he was a . Yaqt Jacob considered: Lhcse B
- youn}, than of fine character who was
_growing daily in respect for the Iaws .
“and power of God. '

dreams, for he knew they could be
frod God: But Joseph's brothers ‘only
grew angner :

¢

Sold lnto slavery _ ¢

One day when Joseph approachcd '

his brothers in- the

field, they-con-
spired to kill hiry

tendmg to throw

: unha.r.m’cd.' suggesting there might be
-a better solution: ‘He actually in--

tended to rescu¢ Joseph later. For
Reuben could have used a little good-.

will from Jacob, as he had sinned
with Bilhah and- fost the blrthnght

(Gcn 35:22,49;4).°
- Before Reuben could return to-

hclp Joscph however, a“caravan of .
Ishmaclites came by, bound for .

Egypt. To Judah, this looked like-a

. solution tg the prpblem of . Joseph .
all. So at the prompting .

‘once and
of Judah, his Brothers sold Joseph as

a.slave to the Midianite merchants -

(désgendants of lshmacl) or 20
' pieces of silver.

gldest and held accoumable

But the other brothers took Jo-
seph’s ooal dipped it in the blood-of

a young goat and reported to their
father that his favonte son had been
- killed: by a wild beast. and ihe cogt

was all that rdmained. In anguish,

When_Reuben: rétarned, l;c tore
his Hlothes in remorse, for he wag the '

- and only, became more annoyed. his body into.a. pu ’ . Jacob tore his clothes and wept.-He. »'
Then, to make\matters worse, Jo- But Reuben, the eldest, convinced rcfused comfort from anyone, saying ‘
* seph dreamed that he and his broth-  .them to drop “Joseph into the. pit. that he would take thxs sorrow to hxs T
i L. N o, - et 5T The GOOD NEWS Soptomoer 1980
R . . s L . .. o BRI . 7 ] ‘ . "1
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grave. The merchants sold Joseph to
Potiphar, an of’ﬁcc[ of the pharaoh
of Bgypt. Joseph was well educated,
mannerly and strong, and probably
brought a fine price. Potiphar was

so dmpressed with him that he gave’

him* a .wage and eventually made
him .overseer_of his thouschold.

- Joseph was well liked by everyone
and respected.” It was obvious that
God was withy him. He even bccamc

trated, but bitter. She fabricated a
story about haw Joseph attcmptod to
rape. her and left his coat in her bed-
room. When Potiphar heard the ac-
count, he was angry and had Joseph
put into the pharaoh’s prison.

The prison yoars . ’

So Joseph, innocent but without
cecourse or defense, was consignéd o
prison. He was a slave and Had only

unjust imprisonment anc‘i‘ ‘mention his
_ plight before the pharaoh. But the

. butler, upon his release, forgot to ful-
" fil his promise.. '

- Yet, despite his discouragement

and tridls, Joseph remained faithful-’

to God. He no doubt prayed often
and sought God for strength and-
patience, knowing that one day, God
would deliver him,-in His own time.
That time came two years later.

N
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‘wn'c developed an atfraction’ for Jo- ~
i ‘seph — riot s0 much for the way he

Lt

~

'

f

%
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K sochhat prospcrous_ in the capacny
: of a sXave

L

Pollphar p wlto :
Over-a. perlod of time, Pot:phars

_“managed_the household, but for. his
youthful manhddd .and good looks.

’

SHe'began, as the scripture says, tm. .

“cast her cycs"  him (Gen.- 39:7),
_ and one-dayiried aseduce him while
her hiusbgnd was' away.

L .loscph sefused her -advances,
’ exprcssmg h‘ns;loyalt.y to Potiphar
" and hi¢ réspect for God's laws. His

limited civil rights. Yet God saw his
plight and gave him immediate favor
with the prison guard. The guard saw*
that Joseph was well educated: and
:espom.nblc, and eventually e, made

A few months lajer, two_new in-’ -

. mdtes were hmught in' - he pha-
- raoh’s: ghief butler and ‘chief baker.

Angry at them bath, the pharaph sent
them to prison; where they feli under -

* Joseph's charge.-

. Not long after lh:s. lhe lwo men
bo(h had dredms on the same night
ahd were convmccd they held somg:

. spemal meaning, but ‘could find no

rejection, «howcvcr,,x only strength-

~_ened her resolve. Shra coninued her

seph tried to, avoj <her presgnce al-
togethef. But’ one e grabbed
* him by the ;arm and as]

_reconsider her offer, for

no other servants in the house at the
. fime. Joseph - refused agaih, but
~ when she “wouldn't let go of his

“

sleeve, he slipped oyt of hxs coat and »

left. the house. . . ¥
Thns time she was, not only frns~

suggestive propésaf unle finally Jo-

l\;‘m to .
bre "Werg
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ifterpreter. When they told Joseph of
their dileinma, he explained that the -
"true interprelation of dreamfls wasn'f
possible without the help of his qu
“the ohly true-God.” 4. -

They tecounted dhéir dreams, and,'
.God gave. Joseph
butler wduld be reftoged to his place
in the pharaoh’s house within three
days. but the baker, after lhree days,
would be Shin. -

Josebh asked, as a’ personnl fivor
that tha butler remcmber himand his .

. fat cattle came up out-of the
. stgod eating in:the’ meadow. Then = -
+'séven lean cattle came up out of the

mearnings: The = -

Phuraoh himself dreamed a dream
(Gen. 41:1). In fact, he dreamed
twice “the same night.
‘dreams were so vivid and unusual
that he called in his. wise men gnd

Pharaoh’s Gream .

© ‘He told. them what, h;: saw; Seven

river and devoired lll e fat cattle, but

they still femajned thin. And latet he .
dreamed that seven fat, full cars-of .
. corn'came out on one stalk,.and then:
seven thin and dry cafs sprung out .
~ and.devoured the fat ears. - e
" Pharach waited for the i m[Erprﬂa-", RN
tion, but his magiciahs and seers were .
. *unable o tell ham what the q,rcams

meant.
Then the chlef butlcr remcm-_.
bered Joscph and fold the pharach

"how. he had integpreted his dream
~ while i in pnson This 'was an answer,.

1o many agonizing hours of prayer,

for’ Jmcph was_finally’ brought out =
,_'of’ prison’ to -dppear- bcfo_xjc the. pha-

.
&sb'm by Blﬁ wmﬁiﬁ
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raoh. Joseph again gavp God the
credit for his ability, saying that of
himself he was helpless to know the
interpretation — that it must come

. from God.

He explained that both dreams
referred to the same thing. There
*would be seven years of pienty,-fol-
lowed by seven years of gricvous fam-
ine. Joseph suggested that officers be
appointed over the land to sgt aside
20 percent of the harvests durifig the
seven years of plemL to prepare for
the years of famine.

Pharaoh was impgessed. He put

" Joseph in charge of all preparations,

and also made him head of his house-

+ hold — second ip command through-

y o

‘

»

. ]
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out all ‘Egypt. What a remarkable
turn of events! God raised ” Joseph
from lowly prisoner to mighty co-
ruler of Egypt in one day.

Among Joseph's other blessings -
gift of the pharaoh. Her
name was Asenath, and she was the’
_daughter of a priest of On (quite pos-

was a wife, a

sibly a priestly order that worshiped -

the true God, for there were still

some in Egypt who respected God's
laws). During the years of plenty, she

named Manasseh which means “for-
getting,”
~his troubles and the ill treatment by
his brothers. The second son he
named Ephraim, rheaning “fruitful,”

«~bore him two sons. The ﬁrs_1 he-

because- he had' forgotten !

.

because God had. given HLifn so many

bl!ssmgs. -

During those years God also abnn— '

damly blessed the harvests of Egypt.

But after the seventh year passed, the |

waters of the Nile no longer over-
flowed the banks, and the famine
began — not only in Egypt, but
“throughout the surrounding coun-
tnmaswell S

Jouoph sees his brothers

Now an cpnqodc in Josephs life .

* clearly showed what God had in mind
aQalong — bringing Jacob's descen- .
dants (Isracl) into Egypt to “build

" them into a nation. God uged the o
famine to get the move started, for

the dearth was so-severe in Canaan-

that Jacob was finally forced to send

his sons (cxccpt Ben)amm) to- Egypl
for food. — -

' - The account of thelr unwmmg

“reunion with Joseph after 22 years

-and the dramatic; emotlon-chal‘ged- )
- series of events that followed is cov- -

-

«before him,

- dreams.

. there would be plenty to eat dunng‘ 1

_-» But before -he died; he prophesied” . |
_that the God'of Abraham, Isagc and = -

- Jacob would one day call their nation

- “out of Egypt to take them to the land.

- of promise, according to His .cove- -

sold lgseph into sluvcry

ered in great detail in Genesis 42-
Joseph chose to hide his true identity,
and his. brothers were brought to a
point of exasperation, bewilderment
and eventually even humility.

They wer brought to their knees

as God had Jong
hetic

ago shown Joseph in

The intrigue finally cnded w}len )

Benjamin was- brought to Egypt'on
the second trip. This encounter, espe-
cially Judah’s humble and heartfelt -
plea on behalf“of Benjamin (Gen.
44:18-34), so moved Joseph with
emotion that he broke down and told”
them who he was.

They were astonished, speechless
and terrified for their lives.

‘But Joseph told them ™ not to be
alarmed and' explained he was in.
Egypt by God's will — not by their
malice — to save the entire family
from famine. For there were five

“years of severe famine left. He then

.told" them that Jacob and his whole
‘household should immediately come
down to Egypt and establish them-
sclves in Goshen.

the Hebrew tongue, not through an

over ail Egypt he famtcd in shock
and dlsbehcf Bul when they recited

ed and showed him the gifts.and
apons, he ﬁnally belicved them.
This\was mdcncc eu(mgh and -he
was ‘tcrmmcd w go 0 Egypt to
see his\son.’ ;

So hid\entire. houwho!d — spns
daughters, graﬂdchlldrcn ‘servints, -
cattle and goods — Igft Canaait and

traveled south. Sixty-six blood: de- %

scendants of Jacob made the trip to *,
Egypt. Here, in a_joyous reuhion,

Jacob was reacquainted with a sqfqn he %

' thought dead.

interpreter as before, And they final- /'\

ly believed he was their brother.
Embracing and wecping, they talked ¢
well into the night. :

Pharaoh, hearing Joseph'y] brothers

“had- come to Egypt, was especially
pleased. He _sent an invitation ‘for

themgo bring their families and gettle
‘in some of Egypt’s best land. He even -
provided wagons to thove their wives
and little ongs and told Joseph that he

~~would dbsorb the costs.

Joscph gave his brothers’ cach a-

changc of ‘finc clothing, but gave
" Bepjamin, his only full bro\her, ﬁ‘(c

"sets of ‘elothing and 300 pieces ’of -

silver. Then he loaded 20 donkeys
_with gifts and food for his father so.

_ {heir return_ Lrip. .

He sent them on thc:r wwqth a.

warnmg not to disagrec.among them-
_selves ‘or change their minds about
rcturnmg to Egypt. For he knew they-

were fearful of cxplammg to Jacob' .

how tliey had lied to himagnd actually

Iir“l comn te EQypt
_ When Jacob ‘heard that Joseph

-

was somchow alive and governior

Lo - . et

The children of Isracl were given
the best Jand of Egypt ~— the land of
" Goshen — according to’ the com-
mandment of the pharaoh. And Jo-,

_ seph provided them with food, fdr the

_famine was now very.severe. _
After the famine the Israclites
stayed in Geshen, and Jacob lived out -

* his last days near- Joseph. He spcnt a

total of 17 years i Egypt. And in his
old age he blessed his sons and Ma-

" nasseh and Ephraim, the sons of
“Joseph. Upon death, he was taken by
" He now spoke directly to them in_a o great pr

ion out of Egypt and
buried in Hebron.

- But Joseph's ‘brothers were still -
“farful that.Josecph might punish
them for selling him into 'slavery,

especially now that their father was

dead. They asked his forgiveness, say-

ing this was at the behest of Jaoob -

_before he died.

Joscph wept ‘when he. heard thelr T
request. And when they came’ and ~

bowed down before him, again a ful-

-, fillment of his dfeams as & youth, he- .
told them not to be afrad, for it. .. ;-
wasn't his duty -to judge. them for "

- their actions: God, after all, had di-

- rected the entire courseof eveiits for

the good. . - o
Joseph lived 10 be 110 years: oldv-
and saw the family of Israel giow into -
a.small, prosperous nation. of ‘people. -

nant. And he made them swér to
take his, bones up out of Egypt with

. them.
< At death he was - embalmed and
<+ placed in'a coffin to await the exodys.

It came, under Moses, about 170 3
yws later . \
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“of outside the New Testament “was

" elder in the church at-Hie ‘p_olm in

»

The Feast of Tab ernaclek n

and the

illennium

in History

By Lester L. Grabbe

»

s a member of God’s. Church -
a you are already familiar with

i . the- biblical passages con-
_cerning God's millennial Kingdom.

" Howevcr, you may not be aware of
the many commentaries about the
_Millennium and the Feast of Taber-

” nacles found in extrabiblical writings .
from-both the Jews and carly Chris-
tian fathers.

In the long centuries. bétween the.
Old and New Testaments, Jewish

. writings often described God's King-

_“dom on earth. Similarly, the early
Christian church fathers frequently

" mention a-1,000-year rule-of Christ

-_on this physical planet. Belief in the
Millennium was almost universal,
" even among Cathollcs ’

Tho record of Piplao
~One of the earliest figures. we know .

Paplas He was said to-have

Asia Minor and to have
-apostle-John. Not long after
of Revelation. was written,
one of .the -early church fathdrs, at-.
tempted tb collect “all' the: saymgs
dttributed to Jesus apd put them ina”
" five-volume' work. ‘One of lhm al-
leged sayings is this:
" “The. days will come when vine-
* _yards shall grow cach with ten n thou-
- sand vines; and on one virie ten thou-,
: sand ‘branches, and on one branch ten

O thousand shoots, and qu. every shoot

ten ‘thousand clusters, and in ew:ry
- cluster ten thousadd grapes,” and -
Jevery grape when pressed will give
“twenty-five measures of wine; and -
" when one of the saints grasps a clus-

: ——tcr, another cluster.will cryout: ‘1 am

* better, take m¢, hlm the Lm'd on iny
account.” " . -

-
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This saying is not- from TJesus, con-
trary to what Papias thought, but
shows a current belief. Actually, the
belief in God’s ngdom on earth had
been expressed in Jowish literature
long before the time of Papias. One
writing, which probably dates before
200 B.C., states: *

- “And in those days the whole earth
will be tilled in righteousness, and all |
of it will be planted with trees, and it
will be filled with blessing. And all
pleasant trees they will plant on it,
and they will plant on,it vines, and the
vine which is planted on it- will pro-
duce fruit in abyndance; and every

.seed -which is sown on it, each mea-

sure will produce a thousand, and .

_each measure of olives will produce *
. -ten baths. of oil” (Eth. Eng j0: 18-
. ’\

-

“The tradition of the. coming nga

. dom of God. on earth was strong in
" Jewish- literatare before and during
‘;thc first ccmhry A.D. One Jewish

‘writing. which dates from about 150
is essentially a- pamphrase of
Genesis but has a small smuon on

: 'oom}ng Klngdom

k:
~**And - in-those days the bl'uldrc
will bégin to sludy the laws, and to”

- seek thie commandmems -and to re-

turn-to sthe path Qf rightéousness.

men. till théir days raw mgh 1o ane
thousand Jears, and 1o a greater, nurh-
bex bf chrg than before was the num-

_ with hng days, for all will be as ch:{

" dren and youths. And all their days -
theywill complete and live in peace: £ The earth also shall yield its fruit ten

. And* those \vho .

and in wy, and {herc will be no Salan

nor g}\y evil destroyer” (Jub. 23:26- ‘
29).
Not ‘surprisingly, these Jewish

works often use language reminiscent :
" of the Old Testament. Batisome, of .

them. were written to be read by the
pagan Greeks and Romans and often
‘took on the Xanguage of the Hellenis-
" tic oracles, since this commanded .
more attention. Yet even then, we
+still find reflections of the biblical
statements. From about the middle of
the second century B.C. we redd:

%

¢ “For Earth the universal mother .

shall give to mortals her best fruit ini
ooumlms store of corn,”wine and oil.
Yea, from heaven shall come a sweet

draught of iuscious hohey, the trees

shall yield their proper fruits, and
rich flocks. . .. And the cities shall be
full of good lbmgl and the fields rich:
neither shall there be any: sword

" throughbut the land ‘nor battle din: -

nor shall the earth be convulsed any
inore with "deep-drawn gro:ns (€]
8ib. Orac. 144-52).
The lemsh people as.a whole did .
not accept Jesus as the pxormsed
* Messiah. But even after -the
trous war with-Ropme i iy '66-70, fany
continued-to kope in & messial’ who-
would usher in God's Kingdom.
- About A:D. 100 one writer-envi- .
Ju)ned a messish who would

of peace But then be aftcr

€
"a%uch God would causg “the | xesur- B
_ rection apd final j

udgment: (Apac
Ezra 7:26-44). Another wrmng
shortly after this, howcvcr is closer.
to biblical teachings:

“And it shall come 1o pass when all
is ncoomphshed that was to come to~
pass.in those parts, thét the Messmh
shall then begin‘to be revealed. .

thouundfold

wing an.
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have hungered shall rcjmce more-

over, also, they shall behold marvels
every day For winds shall go forth
from before me to bring every morn-
ing the fragrance of aromatic fruits,
and at_the close of the day clouds
dislilling the dew of health. . ..
it shall come to pass after these
things, when the time of the advent of
the Messiah is fulfilled, that He shall
return in glory. Then. all who have
faljen aslecp in hope of Him shall rise
again” (Apoc. Bar. 29-30).

Th‘ Catholic view

Justin Martyr, a Catholic, referred

to many Catholic beliefs, such as
worship on Sunday. when he wrote
“about A.D: 150. Yet Justin held a
strong belief in the Millennium. In
~his Dialogue with Tryp'ho 80, he
© wiites:
" *If you have ever enountered gny
" so-galled Lhnsuans whoib not admit
this doctrine [of the Millenniur],
but dare to blaspheme the God of
‘- Abraham and the God of Isaac and
- the God of Jacob by asserting “that
therg_is no resurrection, of the dead,
but that their pouls are taken up to

heavén at {hefvery momient of their
death, do not Consider them to bereal
Christians. . . . But I and every othér

cnmple’uly,onhodox Christian .feel
" certain“that there will bé a resur-.

recfion of : the flesh, followed by a

thoisand yearsiin the rebuilt, embel-
-city .of Jerusa-. -

.+ - -lished,- and enlarged
lem, as-was announced by the. pragh-
ets Ezechiel, lsamm and t!ic
" others.”

Toward the end of thc seoond-‘ccn-f
- tuty, Irenaeus, the bishop of Lyons, -

alsd wrote oh’ the subject. In ‘his
. yolith, he had heard’ Polycarp preach:

-refers to the’ 'Millennium in a nq:mbc‘r
* of passages. He :writes, “Foy, in as

many days as this world was fade, in .
80 many thousand years shall it be .
- mqeluded «{5:28:3). After; siting

‘vatius prophecies about the King-

dom on earth (5.34.1-4), hc motes o

that these prophecies are to be taken
literglly (5.35-1).

Hippolytus of Rome, i the’ early»"
third century, wrole a commentary .

on the book of Daniel. Like so many
“others, he believed God would inter-
vene after 6,000 years of human his-

_ tory: “And 6,000 years must needs.be -

aecomplmhed in order that the Satr

0 . By
BT S -2
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bath may come. . . . For the Sabbath
is the type and embient of the future
kmgdom of the saints, when they
‘shall reign with Christ,’
comes_from heaven, as John says in
his Apocalypse” (4.23).

In the fate third century, Victorin-
us of Pannonia wrote a cofnmentary
on Revelation in which he shows his
acceptance of the Millennium. Else-
wherc he similarly writes, “*‘Where-

forg, as | have narrated, that true

ath will be in the seventh mille-
nary of years, when Christ with his
elect shall reign™.(De fab. mun.).

- Anti-Millennium concepts
‘Belief in the Millennium  was prac-

tically uniyersal in the second ckn-
tury, lhou‘éﬁ
But by the carly third century, oppo-
sition had begun to mount.

* The archheretic Marcion of the
second century rejected any literal

“interpretation of Revelation 20 (Ter- -

tullian, C. Marc. 3.24). In the third

_century the widely influential Origén
“of Alexandria castigated the ideaof a.
rule of Christ .and the saints on a

-physical earth (De princ. 2.11.2). -

‘By the fourth eentury, belief in the
Millerinium was more criticized than
accepted. Granted, such writers as.
Victorinus still' believed it. But

‘thurch historign Eusebius wrote

against millennial teachings and pre-

sented’ mllleqan:ms such as Papias in -
a poo: light in_his, ccclcsmsucal his- .
- tory. -
By the end. of the fourth ccnlury..
- the Millennium had become a mere
vestige in the Cathchc church: Je- -

romiec cven made 4 new édition of
Victorinus’ commientary on Revela-

< tion, in which he c¥ited out all mil-
ln his work, Agau/ur All Heresjes, he

lenhial teachings! Augustine, who set

the standard of Catholic thought far . -
*“centuries, .wrote in his Cuy of God
20731

“But, as'they assert that those who

feeling of the’ temperate, but even to

" surpass the measure of credulity it-
| self, such assertions, can be believed
) only by rhe camal " :

¥ abomaclqs atype

Jerom¢  heaped scorn on those
\vho looked forward to 1,000 ‘years

when He.

some did not accept it. -

-~ .

.

on earth and called them Judaizers.

But he dlsa noted that the Jews cel-
ebrated the Feast of Tabernacles as’
a type of the 1,000-year MesSianic
Kingdom. In a comment on Zecha-
riah 14, he writes (Comm in Zach.

625- -31):

*He says, all who are left of the
nations who came against Jerusalem
will come up once 4 year to worship
the King, the Lord of Hosts, and to
celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles.
The Jews look forward to these
things also with a vain future hope
in*a reign of 1,000 ycars, of which
the celcbration is itself a begin-
ning.y

But perhaps the most telling ex-
planatior of the Feast of Taber-
nacles is that of Methodius,” who
died A'D. 311. He points out that

_ plam products used to build the-

booths symbolize the resurrection
and the celebration of the spiritual
Feast in the-Millernium. (236). The
fact that the Feast.is in the seventh
month represcats the great day of

‘the resurrection (238). Later he
_comments:

“For they onmly- ‘who have cele-

"brated the Feast of Tabernacles come

to. the Holy Land, seumg out from
thuse dwellings whichare called tab-
ermacies, yntil they come to enter into

the temple and city of God, advanc-

lng to a greater and more glorious
joy, -as the Jewish types indi-
cate. . .. For | also,-taking my jour-
ney and going forth fromithe Egypt
of; this life, came first to the résur-

rcqhon,.whlch is the true Fcast of -7

Tgbcmaclms -and 'there having set up

“y tabernacle, adorned with the
* fruits of virtue; on the first day of the .

resurrection, which. is the day of
judgment, celebrate with, Christ the
Miliennium_of rest, which is called .
the seventh day, even tho true Sab-
bath” (253- “4).”

< Methodius, was *d Cathohc and
‘then rise again shall enjoy the leisure .
_of immoderate carnal banquets, fur-
nished with an amount of meat and .
drink such..as not only %o shock the

certainly did pot. keep- the Feast.
Nevertheless, he rwogmzed albeit -
cenfusedjy. that there is basic spiri-

‘tual significance 4o the' Festival:

How much" more we who have
God’s Spirit and hear the Words of
God! God’s Church knows the pur-
posc and deep spiritual meaning of

_the Feast. As we kéep it, we look

forward to the time €od Himself -—
in the pérson of Jesus Christ — will .
‘Tule over the carth;, - O

_¥he GOOD NEWS Segteniber 1980
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Whatlsa T
| Real Chrlstlan? |

T n Prepared by Richard H. Sedhac:k

e

b 4
What is a real Christian? Could you gme the
Bible definition?
Jesus gave us the very basis of real Chnstnan-

_ity in what is commonly called the ‘Sermon on the

Moupt found in Matthew, chapters.5 thtough 7. He

pointed out those characteristics, often calied .

beatitudes, which would Gle&rly ldenhfy His true

followers. . X -
Befors we pick up the story in Ma;thew § and

tocus on several of these Christian characteris-’

- tics, you shouid read the entpfoty of chaptera 5, 6

and 7.
. 1. What did Jesus say about the poor in spirit?

Man 5:3. When He spoke of the **peor in'spirit,”
-did He mean they would lack the Spml of God?

Bom. 8:9; Luke 11:13.
No, Jesus wasn't suggesting that the * poor in -
spint” wouid be lacking God’s Holy Spirit, as did

ard truly_ humble in attitude of mind are bleased

i beceuse théy will be in de's Kingdom.

2. What s_ué_ the meek in Christ. deuhned 10
mhem in addmon to bemu born into’ God's 8 ng-
om? Métt. 5:5. Was Jesus meek? Matt.-11:29..

‘Will'a real Chrigtian exhibit meekness in the way.
~he conducts his daily lite? Eph. 4:1-2. o

: ,There is a difference between. being’ meek and
being weak. Jesus was meek but not weak| He:

" .endured abuse and injury with pahence and \ﬁm

" the five foolish virgins.in the parable of Matthew. -
25. Rather, He went on to show that those who -

‘out resentment. He  didn’t deliberately. try to stir |

up argurients and trouble.

A meek person will naot try td; lustlfy' the ae{t
when wrong. Neither is he revengeful And he
certainly. doeg not feel superior to otherax'".

"3, What-will a true follower of Christ — a {raﬁl

Chnahan — be “thirsting” h)r? Matt. 5:6. What is
-the Bible definition ot "ngh!eousness"? Ps.
172,

To ‘ihunger,éxnd thlrs:" for nghteousness is to
be deeply muttvated 1o obey God — to keep His

»laws which are given 10 us in lovmg concern for
our own good.

Those who dre lruly hungering and thlrshng far.
nghteousness will be studying, for true’ ynder-
standmg and will be wullmg to change whan they

/

. not make it into/ the. Famify of God by’ Tuat sitting.

_ God's love? | John 5:2-3. How m Gods Iove

“+ 8. ls d real Christian one who strives to toilow
. Christ — 13 imitate His example — to ‘waik"

»

see ihéy’ve been wrong, admitting their wrong
beliets, their mistakes, their sins. "'Study to shew

thyself approved unto God" is the apostie Paul's

admonition to Timothy and to ali Christians (il Tim.
-2:18).-“Prove all things" said Paul to the Thessa-

_lonians.and to,all of us today (I TRess. 5:21).

-4. Who did Paul say are justified before God |
— the hearers or the doers of God’'s law? Rom..
2 13 Did Paul make it plainthat even though the
unmerited pardon of our sins is by tho grace of
‘God through taith in Christ’s sacrifice, nbverthe-
less a Christian is stilt obligated to God to keep -
- His law? Read Romans 3:31 and ail of chapter
5. Wha did Jesus say-will enter theKingdom of .

|' God? Matt. 7:21. What did the apostle Paul plain-
iy say was most important for a Chnahan to be

" doing? | Cor. 7:19:. ¢

"Notice that in. order to enmr God's ngdom
. there i8 domg required — nof only the confession )

of Christ as our Sawor God is also. véry ‘much
concerned about our spiritual "works after be-
- coming Chnatlena He plainly states that we can-

back and thinking. Christ has dona it all for us! |
8. liniess wa have the ldve of God, can we

: ;really be a Chrigtian? Read ail ot Connthrana 130
|. (The word charity in the“l'gmg James Mranslation "

“means i6ve). What are we if we lack tha«luve of
God? Verss 2. . v

7. Wil God s love, whach He mpanu through

His ¢ Spirit (Gal- 5:22), 1ead one to keep Hia- Ten

Commandmen!a —.al/ 10 ottham? Rom, 13ﬁ~ Jor Bl
in. what way did Gad inspire John to canfqm- )

‘Paul’s statement - what ll'ﬂ!e Bible doﬁnmon of

pettected in one? | John 2:5.

with Him? | Pet: 2:21; | John-2:6.

9. Who is one of the firat men in the Bible who . |
N'walked'’ mmﬁeod? Gen. 5:22-24. What else are

‘\wetold about knoch? Heb. 11:5, last part. Will he
be in'the resusrection? Heb. 11:13, 38-40.
10. What other greal patnarch walked wuh

God? Gen. BQ Did Noah theratore find grace in
1]

o

o

.

NOISHELANOO' |




i

God’s sight? Verse 8. Was Noah clearly a faithful
and righteous man, pleasing before God? Heb.
117 :

11 What was God's command to Abraham?
Gen. 17:1. Why could it be said that he did indeed
-.walk with God? Gen. 26:5; Heb. 11:8-10.

12. Was Abraham consequently the friend of i
God? Il Chron. 20:7; Isa. 41:8; Jas. 2:23. How can
we become Christ’s friends? John.15:14-15.

13. Did God especiaily command His Church in
the wilderneas (Acts 7:38) — the nation of Israel
+— to walk in Hig ways; that is, to obey His laws?'
Deut. 5:32-33; 86 10 12; 11:22; 13:4; 26:17-18;
28:9.

14. Did God promlae to walk with them if they
watked with Him? Lev. 26:3, 12. Would He greatly
bless them if 1hey \galked with Him? Verses 4-
11.

contrary to God — refused to walk in His ways —
what did God say would happen to lhem? Lev..
26:14-39.
To."walk with God” clearly meagg to- obey His
commandments and laws; and to do those things
.that are pleasing in His snght lt ig the. only way to
really be a Christian!
16. What will. be &-real Christian's  attitude
. toward the sinning society around him? 1 John~
© 2:15-W; | Pel..4:1-4; Rev. 18:4. What will he
. rather be strwmg to live by? Matt. 4:4.
A resl Christian will no lonnJF be able" to ‘con-’
gcnamlous[y follow all the customs and practiQes -
~atRhhe ‘society around him. Wherb he formerly
_“went along with the crowd,” tm)ughtlessly in-
- dulging.in various social activities and business
_ practices, he will now baqnn.to serioysly question
" hig litestyie. He will begin asking: “What is God's -
will? How does God say.l should live?"' He will
’ .-begm saying, with Christ, ''Nevertheiess not my
--will, but thine, be done.” And he will be diligently.
_ searching the Bible to.learn the. wull of God. and
" following it.
. Ofcourse, God'a peop!e myst hve in th.s world
" (John 17:15-16). And while diving to fully obey _
God — - not being conformed 10 this worid’s ways*
* (Rem. 12: 1-2) - thay should smve to hve
peaceably with. a!l mqn" (verse 18) Ands if 8 -
- Christian has to disagree because of hiblical

N B -taachmg he does 8o without bemg dnaagreeable

* or seif- nghteoua about it.’
*17. What further responsibility do Chnanans
have toward the world? Matt. 5:14-16. . :
While not “of the world” in the sense that
‘Christ meant, those men and women of God hav-
_ing the Holy Spml and a ‘knowledge of His Iruth

- 15, But if the people of Israel chose to-walk -

and abundant way of life have a responsibility to

be bright “lights” in the world. Far from just .
“‘quietly glowing’' like a 25-watt light bu’lb.‘or

hiding their light “under a bushel‘," God's people

shou'd be exhibiting the “‘fruit,’”” or characteris-

tics, of God's Holy. Spmt within them (Gal 5:22-
23).

~ Each one can reach out with friendliness and

with a helping hand toward his neighbors and

‘those he comes in contact with every day. -
- People not as yet called of God will be encowr-

aged as they witness some of the mind and
character of God in action through the llvmg
example set by individual Chrigtians.

18. What steps has a real ‘Christian already

taken to be récognized by God 4s one of Hid
children?. Acts 2:38. What has God bestowed
upon him as a free and unearned gilt according to
Mz willing Obedience? Same verse and Acts 5:32.

('*Holy Ghpst" is an archaic rendering in the King

James Version. and should rather read “Hol»y
Spint.”) _
A real Chnistian'has been conqueved by God,

" His “carnal’’ antagonistic attitude toward God

(Rom. 8:7-8) is now broken. Hé came to realize
he had sinned agamst God. having broken His

holy nghleous Taw (1 John 3:4). Therefore he 1
oried out to God and asked His forgivaivess for- |-
_those sins through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ,
. and a hifting of the death penaity that every sin -
- Ingursg(Rom 6:23). Then he submitted to the
ordmance of baptlsm !hai lllustrated to God his |

deep smcemy .

‘And as ha\ expected God to stand bahmd Hls
promisa to beget him spirituaily by the Holy Spmf
as a result of his repentance, baptism and ‘the

‘laying on of hands, he was indeed imbued by the

Sprit .of the Father and became a smntuaily

, begotten child of ‘God. It was. then that he

became-a real Christiant
~ 18. Can one be a true Christian mthout hevmg
the Holy Spmt of God? Rom 8:9-10.
20. What dges God call the person who-clalms '

_to "know" Chnist, who says heis a Christian, but «
refuses to walk’ aﬁ Hig, \vaya - refuses to keep

His commandments? 1 John 2: 4 ‘What will the one
wh_o is indeed a real Chriehaa actually be doing?

" Vdrses 3, 5-6.

A real Christian has smcerely repemed of his
sing and is striving, with the halp of the Holy

Spirt, to live by his Savnqr s teachings: He is . o

walking with God, seeking {0 do His will in evelry
aspect of his lite. And he is bedoming a recjpient

of-the happiness and bleasmgq that come with. +§ .-

obemenca 10°Godfs 1




They Did
- Look Backg

Lot’s daugh:ers made some truly astomshmg choices. They beheved
God's warning, they leftthe condemned city of Sodom, they relied on

By Kennety; C Herrman

- angehc protection and'they turned their backs on their betrothed And

-

they did no: iook back!

K4

<

v

W A ost people are familiar with
SN the story of Lot's wife.
“Why, she’s the one God

wrned into a -pillar of salt!’” you
- might quickly. say.
" then shift to whether it was a ‘literal
pillar.of salt o7 just a figare of speech.
You might nwnon that varioys totr-
1sts rcpor(cdsaghlmg pillars o sait in
the area in the ecarly cerituries A.D.
You cauld express skepticism as to
‘whether any one of them was, after
19 centuries, the actual remains of
Lol s wife: -
7 But vou would be - mlssmg the

- important points in the story of Lot’s
escape from Sodom, before that city's
desiruction. True, we are o remém-
_-ber Lot’s wife, but it is vital to read
the whale siory (Gen. 19) dnd re-3”
. member. also the example of lhosc
. who did deNaok back.

‘A.chance to escape
Lot's’ wﬂ'e had a chance to Imve

C wicked Sodom under the pmlecuon

of angels and in the company of a

- nghtegu.s husband- Yet, upon reach-

- ing the village of Zoar, she turned

_and fooked hack {verse -26). h cost

her her life. ©

+ bol'y wife dooked. back 19 a city
whcse ways caused angmsh SOPTOw
and crying that reached into the
heavens. She apparently had ‘left be-
- hipd something of value — at least
_of ‘value to-her Commentalors sug-
" gest that she even hurried back —
but only to be overwhelmed with a
rain -of fire, salt and sulfur. God's

, . destruction snuffed out the crying
7 of that city..
"~ But now, mnsxdc: the daughters of
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FE S

Lot. They,

Your talk may..

too. had 1o decide what
was important 1o thém. They were
being given a chance to legve a city
that may have been the place of their
birth with a father who had.: the eve-
ning before. offered them to a de-
praved mob (verse 8) and a mother
who would soon turn back.
But-more. Verse 14 speaks of Lot’s
“sons in Jaw © According to Jose:
phus, Lot's daughters had been be-
trothed to’ two mer, although they

_were probably not married yet

(Antiquities. Book L. Chapter XI.

Section 4). Lot's daughters were

faced with a choice. They had to
decide whether to trust ‘the angels’

- message procigimed by their father

or remain with, their chosen hus-

" bands, who pre!‘errcd the company of

the wicked And. couragéously. they,
made the sight decision. -

“Oh, yg¢s." you might say. "Bm
these were awful girls who got their

father drunk dad then commitied
sexual sins with him. Why, they’

shonld have been left in Sodom with
the rest of the wicked.” But if this is

* your attitude, you are still missing

the important poiriis of the story.
‘Separate the nhon trem ’

- thechat - o

. A once-a-year treat for wheat

- growers is 1o siep out into fields near-

Iy ready for harvesuing and pluck a
few cars of whet. Quickly rubbing
the wheat in"vyour hands frees the
husks from the kernels.

These 'soft berries of wheat (or
other grains) require no cooking;
they can be eaten right in the field.

-Jesus and his disciples “‘went on the

e e yd

.

" sabbath day througl the corn [bar-

ley): and his disciples were an hua-
gered, and began to pluck the cars of

~ corn, and to eat” (Matt. 12:1). They

obtained some excellent food with a
minimum of effdrt that in no w(/
broke the intent of the Sabbath.
~ But suppose you saw someons de-
liberately picking the chaff from the

wheat in his hands — corapletely

ignoring the wheat and exfmining
each bit of chaff with the greatest of

care? Then suppose you saw him toss
away the wheat, trample it underfoot
and keep the chaf™ Wouldn't you
question his taste? Likewise, you can

. question the judgment of those who

pick at the character flaws of biblical.
heroes and heroines and miss out on

the imporiant examples placed in -

God's Word for our learning.

Lot's daughters_ were among those = -
biblical heroines. a o
Other daughters of Lot S L

The modern natign of Jordan is

descended fmm Moab and Ammon,

the two “sohs™ of Lot by His daugh-

_ters, The capital of Jordan is even

named Amman. Moab's descendants
are compared in Jeremiah 48: Fltoa
botile of wine that has beej. allowed

" to age without ever being disturbed, i

bottle whose “lees” have, settled to
the bottom. ™~
The descendants of Moab and Am-

* mon inherited thé conservative na-

ture of their father Lot. They were,
s0 to speak, hesitant homebodies
rather than adventuresome pionesrs.
They continue to this day in the land .
of their ancestors. But whild most
‘descendants of Lot exhibit this seden-

I T a
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tary nature, note the contrast in the.

traits of Ruth and Rahab, also two

Aater daughters of Lot.
"Ruth, a young Moabite. widow, -

turned her back on her society and its

god, Chemosh, whom the pedple pla- .
" cated with human saorifices. Listen

to Ruth’s plea t0 Naomi, who taught
her of Isracl’s God. “Entreat me not
to leave thee, or to return...thy
people shall be my peeple, end thy
G@d my God ™. the Lord do so to

if aught but death part thee
and “mé” (Ruth 1:16-17). She chose
Naomi's God and turned her back on
a pagan deity.

n the resurrection, Lot’s daugh-. -

tcrs can look with pride at this distant

dsughter of theirs who jeined them in

choosing Abraham’s.God. One would
suppose that the descendants of
Moab and Ammen intermarried, and

 thus both girfs might claim Ruth as a
 descendant.
Lot's daughters can aIso hear a.nd :

approve of Ruth’s marriage to Boaz,

the son of Salmon, and a glrl from.

Jeriche named Rahab. Rahab like-
wise turned her back on an evil city
and its ways. She also choseto believe
that Israel's God wouid forgive and
protect those who turned to Him, and
that He would just as surely destroy

Jericho as he had Egypt, Sodom and

Gomorrah.’

. Yet 10 this day, people habitually
think of this biblical heroine. only 3s
“Rahab the harlot.” \ln reality Sal-

mon, an Israclite perhaps born during -
the 40 years of wandering, chosea™

courageous woman for his wife.

Their son, Boaz, dcca.des ldter

quickly reeogmzed Ruth’s unusual
character iraits. And these two pro-

" vided Naomi with a son when she was
- too old to marry and replace her sons

who died Q:ldlw in Moab. Obed,
Naomi’s “son,” was the father of

Jesse, ‘and Jesse was the father of
~ King David (Ruth 4:14-22).

" Here were more outstanding

 women whoe walked away from evil

and chose righteousness.

Chosen “sixes”

Naah's three sons and 1 _}elr wives.
repapulated the world in the post-
Fleod cra In the company of N
and his wife, these six were spar
from a watery demise that enguifed
all else. And it was these six who

- ¢carried out the command, “Be fruit-

ful, and multiply, and w‘ep‘enﬂsh the
- earth” (Gen. 9:1). :

Centuries later, it was again six .
individuals who were given the op-
portupity to leave Sodom: Lot, his
wife, their two daughters and their
fancés. “And Lot went out, and
spake unto his sons in law, which
married his daughters, and'said, Up,
get you out of this place ..
seemed as one that -nockcd unto his
sons in law™ (Gen. 19:14).

The angels took the four who, how-
ever reluctantly, weuld come, and led
,them out of .the city. Six had been -
“selected for the escape, but only four '
participated and arrived at Zoar.

» Lot's wife looked back and then therc

were three.

Count the generations fmm Adam
through Shem and his brothers.
Shem was the |1th generation. To
those six survivors of the Flood was -

_given the commission, “Be fruitful, ~
and multiply.”” and a promise, “} will

establish my covenant with you: nei- |

ther shall all flesh be cut off any more

by the waters of a fload™ (Gen. 9:T1).

" God 'told them not to fear living in

the lowlands or building citics by the
seashorc. They were 10 lca\c Ararat,
. go down 1o the plain and ,begm the
_human race again_ .

-Conlinte 1o counl gencrations
from Shem to Lot's daughters: Lot's
daughicrs were the 22nd generation.
Was another worldwide devastation,
bul of 'a different t\pe- abaui to occur
- 10 again énd man’s violeiGe? . =
- Eleven generations had now passed

" since the' Flood. In a ferile valley

where life could have been pleasant
with a mumimum of hard labor,.

wickedness Wad once more permeated -

society. Lot and his family were of-
fél’ed a chancz to. escape.. .

" The rescue of these sin from Sod
om went awry, and three were left
behind dead. Hall were taken and
balf were left. The message of Sodom
and Gomorrah: is foi the end-time
generation. Entire cijies could be de-
stroyed withoul survivors if nuclw
‘war breaks out (ls& 6:9-12):

- A dilemma

Now reread the account of Lot and
his two-daughiers. Chosen to survive,
they found thémselves in a cave in the
*mountains above the poisonous sul-
“phur fumes of the valiey. They, must
_have -wondered \vhelher the entire

But he

world bad been destroyed, Were cnly
the three of them left cf alf mankind? -
Or kad only this area of the werid. —
their own family — been involived?
Look cnce more at the statement
of the firstborn, “Our father is old.
and there is rot @ man in the earth to

. come in unfo us after the mawner of

all the earth™ (Gern. 19:31). If the two
girls believed ail cthers op carth were
dead, then they and.theu' father aione
remained.

On the Cther hand, if only their
area and their segment cf the humar.
family were involved i the disaster,
then they were stiii feft alone. Inter-

- .marriage with other branches of man-

kind was ‘expressiy forbidden- and

thwarted by God when he scattered

humanity at the Tower of Babei. .
Had Uncle ‘Abraham and Aunt

_ Sarah also been .wiped out? Lot's.
) daugiﬂers must, have seen Abraham

‘waver in faith on occasion. Had God
pow given up on Abraham and turned
instead to Lot? The girls knew their
father was a righteous man. Angels

" specifically picked their father Lot

and all who would go with him, just
as 11 generations ecarlier Noah and
his wife and their three sons. were
chosen from all others.

LH- must go on

In view of these events, the c.ider of
Lot’s daughters said. in effect. 1o the
younger: *We were chosen from an.
evil generation. spared .from. the de-

Tsiruciion. we see everywheire. Our

husbands are dead and we have an
obligation to raise up sons, fer them.
Our father Lot is a righteobs marand .

_heisold. If our father should die, the _

human race vould come to an ¢hd
with eu;/o’nn deaths as widows. Or,

. even if other segments of the human

race have survived, intermarriage

with them is forbidden.”

It was in this context that Lot's

.dau@nem chose Jo preserve their fa-
. ther’s lific And raise up sons for their
‘own dead husbands.” )

. Why judge the dgughicts of LOX sQ
harshiy? What they did was wreng,
vet their lives to this peint were a

. witnéss to thew fancés. and o the
" surrounding community. Their inten- -

tioh was 1o cagry on with the commis-
sion to refill the carth with obedient,

God-fearing people. Their shorlwmA -

ings and their. namcs are cow

Tered. o
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tor was Jesus — the Sor
{ God — like as 3 human
ing? It mav come as a

haired, weak-looking Jesus -por-
treyed in most qhu;eheﬁs‘f’mh a

,u}ia robe and a halo ig not the
~Jesus of the Bible. The picturgs and

" statues depict® “apother Jesus” (I
Cor. 114!

There is no s.ng‘a patsage u{ Serip-.
ture giving a complete description of

Jesus the man. Bul many scattered

verses gllow us glimpses ‘of Him as

" He really was. Here is a list of several.
» . such verses. Bessure 1o look them up

in your cun Bible. Analyze them and
% yoursell if you _have envisioned
Jesis as He mm was.

Jesus was not especially handsome
{sa. 53:2). He could walk right

&hmﬂ;ha crowd without being recog-
nized (Luke 4:30). Judas had to point ~
Him out’ with » kiss (Mail. 26:48-
4%y, His haiv was shorr (I Cor.
_ 144, but there is 3 pmnbnhly He
hsda beird (1sa. $0.6). .

* Jesus was the cider biother to e

- erai -younger brothers and sisters
- (M 13:55-96). As g child He was .
ampuomih bright {1 uke 2:46-47);

ax e adult He amazed mmma
Hnday {John 7:15).

‘He was no physical wuﬂmg Y

&m Jeaus was 3 caspenter {Mark,
“%:3}, His hands must hsve been cal-
Jdouséd snd Blis shoulders beg As

then, sawing and drilling were ¢
by hand. This was hard worl, A

wally weak person could m}“ uﬁm-~

he Roman scourge (Mark 1615}, or
famt for wdagsandlbenguonmum

. b {ost decisive: battle of axs tame

His own house in Cipti

z"i":m”:""m’ - 8 house large enough that
-JHC touid eatertan a0l of peopie |

‘m&&m mvm

sime thal the sad, long-
© 30), = well a3 the pringples of ggn

MR W‘iﬁ-ﬁx@m —Frand, A Wi

~~§1Maﬂ 14:22-23,

By Clayias Slesp -

: Y
{Mark 2:73). Beirg a carpenter, He  of the laborer as weil as the employer
could have buiis it Himself, 0 §Man. 20:5-16). He knew the true
Jesus was familiar with the uaysd ‘. principles of ecoromics znd how 10
wild amzmismd p&mu {Malt. ‘626~ handle wealth {Mat -3 23, Luke O .
18:12-26;. And He paid m&,.&w e
culturet {Ma\ 13:1-43) dag csmg {Man, 17:24-28, 22:37-21¢0 N 7
“for domestic animals GJobn 10:1-8 [ Jesus ate m;h publicans end sip-
Luke 13:15, 14:5). Byobumngtbe © mers (Matt. 9:16:11) aad with Phar-
clements, He knew what kind of - 'm(Luke?!&,h He knew bow (0
- weather 1o expect {Mait. 16:2-3). conduet Himself in any social situs-
Tanned by the ludean sun, Jemia -~ tiom. He dressed well. His closhing
was accustomed to walking loag ds-  was of such value tha! Rownen sol-
tances until He was-sweaty asd  diers aambled Afor: n ,i\ial&
thirsty and weary {John 4:6-7). 27:38) -
There were no doubi times when it *ilmaawcﬂdmgeemmah
was necessary during His travels W well-to-do fam,ly that Jesus did His
Beepeuzumierihemorwm first miracle. Thcyhaddmﬁk&hhe
- shelter could be found (Mase 8:20). - wine. So Jesus changed water into’
Those who imagine only a “geatle  more wise — perbaps 100 & 150
Jesus, meek and mild” have forgotten pim of it (John 2:1-113" Jesws
‘bow He twice chased the momey . good food ded good drisk . .
changers out of the Temple (Joze {Lake? 33-34}). But He Mﬁfw SR
2:13-17, Mark 11°05-17). Dumping  cised perfoc v seif-comtrol. | Lo il
" their money on (he floor, He pushed . Jesus smufﬁi}yhsdm .
mrrbaruﬁaw:mﬁtkw**w tewbym{mﬂs**“~
chairs. %h&exuwm fong befere micropboines were in-
¢y changers 10 ot out of  wvemte§ (Matt 15:10) Whea it was
His way, Jesus dsed s smrall whip t0 - sppripriate He spole with s acte of  *
drivecout the fnghsmd ouen sod . bumer (Luke 1332, Mark 317} He -
bleating sheep. vy loted'life and irved it abundantly Bt
"ﬂvcsmtﬁsm-hchlhem He sever let saything or ﬁﬁyhﬁy Cl
changers saw the fire of - s mimm&pmng R
" anger flal (Joha 2:17) overfiowsd | of the Kimgdom of Gad and. IR
" oa other occasions with tears of tee-  Father's will™ { uit. 633 Jen R .
- derness and sorrow (Joha 11:35, I ). A
- $373). Jesus was full of compession anfﬁéuﬁh C‘dmm
(Mat: 9:36). He was fond of children  flab — 2 Ttidla N dependablc

fomd of Him (Mait. 21:35). He loved ~ mhﬁ

10 be with peopie { Mark §:34, Luks mmm»
9:11) and to scive them {Acts 10:38), ers, children, Roman soldiers, Jews, -
Bua}iemwsﬁmaeﬁmwtay Smmujs ‘widows, mmdth
by Himsel! so He cquld mainisia : ‘
contact with Mis Father in m

Zliﬁﬂlhcrﬁ(m XZI}} sed Hle
34). He compreheasied the probiesss  * Father,




s . atl WRONG! | had to give up My  said .. Ye take too much upon - through His chosen apostle. It was
- "\ ideas, beliefs. dpinions and’ ways. | you.. whercforethenisfiyeupyour-  done sccretly. Christ's apostle was .
N : had to aliow God to sweep my mind  selves above the: congregation  overseas most of the time, andit was
i . clean, so He could ﬁli it with HIS iChurch] . .« ?"{Num.16:1-3). -  carcfully kept from him. It was
I ! ; ~ Trueth ) ‘ Now through-Moses. God had giv-  handed out to all the ministers as the
. ' ~ Now [F this trulv IS the Churchof - en them important offices in the Ol “official doctrines of the Chugch.”
- T GOD and noi ¢ THE PEOPLE —ILGOD ; Testament Church — they were  Therc were at least six or seveh’
v ' ismotondy very much /Vthepicture —  “'men of renown.” But they wanted - voP offices next to Christ's apusllc m. .
. L but FIRST ahd AT THE HEAD of it more — they coveted Moses’ seal!  authority — men trusted and hon-
- - — UPPERMOST in owr minds —  They wanted 1o be chief boss! Thcy * ored. But they were gomg to make it

. - -
' VJ. - 4
7 - ~ J“ -
~. v i . R
i < ':‘ -
i
T - - . | . - iy - . 7
7 o - v only saw.the leader Gdb chose —  Washington, D.C. But those so “asso-
I . P! ‘ ;RSOX'\[_‘ \{oses Gop led tfem. through - ciated” socn fell out ameng them-
N ° muced . Moses. . . seives. GOD WAS NOT IN THEIR PLOT .
€ ! LO . N . - . .
‘ . 'Continued from page !/ They became ofganized. Scme  TO T4KE OVER — NOR IN THEIR
LT would have chosen, the lad David.  were put in positicns over 30 people.  ATTEMPT TO BLILD A NEW 'CHURCH
i

“‘He is the one | have chosen.” said  Some over @ hundred — some over . OF THEIR OwN when their attempted
God. “The ETERNAL sges n® as man g .hwe "Among them were some  ocoup failed! It was the “orkﬂ‘bf

B - sees: for ma¥ looks on the cutward.. - who had been elevated quite high in  covetous MEN.” It fell flat on its face.
: :Ex\::m;x %u! the ETERNAL laoxzu the organization — men of renown it came to naughl'
- on the hean - — lust.gs ip-the Weridwide Church “EXCEPT THE LORD BUILD THE

! Mar ﬁms ala3 sec‘ti::gs the wgy  of God today we have had men in HOUSE, THEY LABOUR IN VAIN THAT

" - God does. God says. "There is & way "qpa:amei\ high office — “men  BUILD IT” (Ps. 127:1). )
which seemeth night untoa man. but  ¢f rerown.” | do not need to print “ later. other “men of renown™ in
he ”d therge! are- the ways of  1heir names — you know who they = God's Church couild not see CHRisT

! : DEaTH (Prov.. 1412¥ As to how  were - in the Church — only THE PEOPLE!

{ ’ .. MaN jooks at it — how maN would Bu: GODSrﬂ’S *Now Korah ... g-=-TFhey were in very high position in-

) chowse, God says. “Lean not unto  and Dathan and Abiram . anq .. God's Church — bui they wanted io -

thine owna u‘*dcrsla“&dmg (Pro» _'On... rose up belore Moses. with - _make it MAN's-church. Their con-
0 3:83 ... two hundred and fifty princes of  3piracy was far more subtle than that
L N How did Gob prepare the one HE tke assembly [Church], famousin the  of 1974. The} undertook to produce a

: had- chosen 1o lead you — His  congregation [Church]. men of re-  “scholarly work™ setting forth their
, Church of xag time? § had 10 learn  nown: And théy gathered themselves  own disiortion and perversion of the
- . -. and admst that what | believed was . togethen_aghinst Moses.. .. and docirines Gop had put in His Church

il

‘ . then HOW doss Goprunoroperateit?  coveled more power!
. HOW did He raise up this generation or In 1974 rhen of ren
succession of 117 Just as (God aLways  ably high position in
R ~ has. done when raising up anylhmg of our time, ‘covet MDRE POWER. . picture of God\s Church. They. were
™~ _ihmugh humans. How is that? . .and AUTHORITY. | 'qQuoted ‘the above’ - LiBERALs! They liberalized Ambassa-

““THE EHURCH'QF PEOPLE,” instead of
‘n, in reason- - the CHuRCH OF Gop. They could not

humans in His great overali spiri-  DIFFERENCE. They’conspired to take  Plain Truth magazine. They changed

" JUAL PURPOSE FOR MaN, staried with over headship of mc\Churcﬁ: — to  and®iberalized Church doctrines and,

ONE MaN — Abraligm, All theprom-  depose C hrist’s chosen apostle. They teachings and beliefs.

¢

o’y CHURCH - © see God nor Christ in their mental -

Alof Gad's catting and etection ufw ~to them about Korah: Iv MaDE N0 - - dor ~College. They liberalizad The™

. _ ises, both malerial. natipnal and spifi- ©  had two geen — vice-presidents. and But God brought His chosen apos
| - . tgal. were made to.and come to'és  of evapfelist ragk — men in hish tle back from the jaws of DEATH —°

P through Abraham .— promises  positibn — men of renown — at  from complete heart failure. Ged,
: passed on 0 lsaac aitd Jacob who  headquarters, They thought that with -tlzp-gh*zgs»apostﬂe, PUT THOSE MEN _

with Abrahamgbecame “"the fa-  these high-up men at headquarters  0OUT oF His CHORCH. Now churches

thers . they could pull a coup — a PoLITICAL or works OF THEIR OWN have been

When God decided to cail scengin, REVOLUTION — and' the GOVERN-  started. But they overlook one thing:

o group of humans to be His people — ' MENT in the Church would cave i~ “EXCEPT THE LORD BUILD THE

b .' His cangregation or CHURGH of mz umdcr men polmca!&y conspired * HOUSE, THEY LABOUR IN VAIN ‘THAT

f =~ Oup Testament, He chise (o fead — et e e < BUILD i7" Godh is N(ﬁ?m‘gﬁig up and

E; T _,mem oNE MaN, specially prepeaxed ‘But- they L\Dnasnunm the - buildisy a “house™ based on resent-

L and irained for the purpese — | et Heap of the Church — JeSus  ment, bitterness and strife — on an

L £s! God freed the Israelite slayes,  Christ® They thought it 'was a church attempt to. DESTROY what Gop has

~— made them HiNgATION, His CON-. OF TuE PEOPLE — not the Chutch oF  bullt and build sometbing for SELF —
GREGATION "of O1p, TesTaMent  Gop! Gdb simply was not in the pic-  on an attempt 1o-DESTROY the World-

b did’ By supernatural miracles ‘God " Chnist's apostle did not caye iz, _ wiiness and false accusation of
. - took ghem acrass the Red Sea. But .~ These men WENT ouT — several of  wrongdoing in God's Church, bring>
the fople were ded by God's chosen,”  them forined what they called the  ing abput the massive lawsuit by
o uwl‘hc)du!wtutﬁod Lhey . “Asscciated Church™ in or near  America’s largest state to try to take

I, . {.hll!?!‘i WHO readly led. themn? GOD N.U’ﬁ i thewr eyes! - wide Church of GQd by their faise i .
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" DOWN <o

[

¥

- yeturned

* . The li

over and hisTROY the Churchof the

living Gob! — and to hwild for THEM-
SELVUS b;
" Worldwide C hurch of Gobt .
No, thjs, like several otlier little
tiny offshgots of embittered, angered,
revengeyeking, disfellowshipped
former 'ifiembers, MUST coME TO
NauGHT! |Gop is not building their
“houses! S
Look at

them — uall now coming
ull coming to naught! They
ORKS OF BMBITTERED SKLE-
-SEEKING MUEN —— ALL FALLING VLAY
ON ‘GRIBI FACHS! v
The.oly good they uceompliuhcd

are 1K

* wils to attract out of Gon’s Church
. the
troublempkers. God’s ministers re- -

few | mylcontents, disgruntled

port to me that ngw that those con-
tentious, hegusing. bickering trouble-
makers huve left local chu?che&.
THEY HAVE PUACK

JOf ‘course -a few ‘well-mesning

© members wefe honestly deceived by.
‘these departed leadors. They hwe

since had their cyes opened —— they
- have realized their mistake and have
HoME into GOD’S Church, -
Our Gob turns. Sptan’s handiwork

ing Jesus Christ: ruised up
from desth His apostle, whom He has
used 1o
- THE, TRA

" into bleuEmgs for His people.

5T HiS CHURCH'BACK QN
Ck or GODI . | e
has “been restored. God's
been restored — the liber-

adend, There is now ONE GOAL in 1
"Church
~God aroynd the world and to prepare-
* Gop’s prople fo¥ Christ’s soon com-
ing' The Spirit of GOD vitalizes the
Church,|dews us closer to Him.and
closcrt 'UNE ANt)hmn'
. Now, juiter some 12 years of tear-
‘ing dowp-what Christ hid- hnilt. onee,
' again new members are coming in —

Churchl ROWTH 1§ ONCE 9 ﬁill. dUl'-'

ing 1980, up to a 30:percent incréase

. — as. it was for 35 long years!

Today Gap AvMicHTy and the hv?

“ing Jikus Lmus"r are very mugh IN |

THE picTurgl It is truly the CHURCH

¢s : . without me ya can
ING™ (John 15:5)¢ .

© TheGOODNEWS Seplember 1980

“siphoning &fI™ to_their
LowWn wogks the. mcmbcr-i of the

what, now, do we have? |

— b cCOMPEETE the Work of

~ not the “church of

ThéTHistory\ \

(Continued from page 3)

1. lishing my publishers' repro
business in Chicago, 111,

some duy to own one of the fine
largest homes in the north-y
tocratic suburb of . Win
wunted tg be regarded us ‘s
by the importunt.”

Crashing down to reality

“1 was so zeslously set o
plishment that it became the g
served.

*Gad could not use me ay lon
liad-unother ‘god" wofe importynt in
my eyes than He. Of cours
know yet, then, that God intended to
use me. But when He did, tearing

* rightegus Job dow

' ’ &"4 ')
sxghl 1 could not $ec "(Jou in the
picture! But God had Avhittied: scif-
to size. God
drove strutting King Nebuchadnez-
e of ancient ylon- out to eut
. grass with. wild beasts. God. struck
dawn’irrogant, persecuting Saul with
 blindness so He could open his eyes,
“convert_him, change his name to the
* apostie Paul.'And He 'wus adequately
iible to kuock me down ofl my iinagi-
nary perch — ugain and dgain —
until 1 surrendered completely to
Him! | came to sealiZe that all that
‘self-importance’ was pure illusion. 1
was brought dowp to reality with a
THup!
“Then insteud of vunity, ego. mis-

uided, self-importance God fed me,
or“?&.km( yc'irs. \he raw and
: wmy dlcl ol /hurhiliation,. pover!y:

4

‘perish.” But few
true vision is God
Work of Ged, 1

cr

It is'tFue that “where tk
people re:

is no vision thy-pcople

- veby life itsell—-- for it hdd been my
 lifel wus smishing deéad evefy!hmg
'I' | had lived and worked fof!
“Su- God started -the process by

. TTH " fiest taking away. my - Husiness by .
. alism '—ThcrfimwhW" -—bm'rkmpﬁn njor-glient:" ———*
mony und TEAMWORK solidly bclund That included ,suuh Biapt ‘corpord-
(ghmt d His chosen apostieg “tions us Goedyear Jirc|& Rubber ..

La ‘the. LT, Case farn implemcnt

went into rcwwcrshxp @ l‘w:ce. lnter.

mulf&mlhon dollar rewsrds right out.

valuc, $175,000 a year

. “But the bigger they come, as the
saying is, theharder they fall! And gli
that ego caine crashm down, dawn,

‘He swept busincsses that .promised *

~ OF enjoy the g

+ pnd Ynger!™ Yetbon surrender and
. convgrsion, He began feeding me also
lon - ¥ArTH replucing , self-confidence,
TRUTH replacing worldly ucquisition,
the way of His law - LOVE, GIVIN

. SHARING “— replucmg varnil ug’r-

—(m&a}!eweéfmefwvmﬁer-
reverses, even 1o the point of.
éxperienying real hunger, for s day or

8 year,
same sendc of materiplistic ambition,
once back\on my financial feet.

“But Giud had in mind, as cwemi '

since have provcd asing me ‘as- His
instrument|in preparing the way for

PEACE — foy ungversal happiness, joy
~und salvatioN. Mnﬂ, for a
growing wol ldwide Wor involving
vice. He knelv that He could never
entrusi e jo\hundle millions of dol-
lars of His money, so long as.my heart
‘remuined set-\on personal STATUS,
self-importange and things money
could buyto explt self-vanity.

“*“But please g not misunderstand.

It is not tvrong i'God's sight to have -
material things in

life. (;wd's .greal
' . 2r

lize that the soutce of
...% this \great Work .. is the ",
ot of man| and the vision.and
planning has been that of Jea s Christ..

that false amblmm out of the was like
yunking out, root and branch, my

night have fegained the

thg KinaogM oF Gob - for woRLD

in-His sere— =

t men, Abraham, - -

»
-

.

“




W o LA ) \ -
!
. 1 . 1
e Ianac, Juk:ob.’léscph, were prosperous . But don’t ever suppose , it "comes TRUTH, brings a real REPENTANCE . . -
(S T and wealthy men. God Himself pros-  easy! You will receive a poruon — " frgm these ways of “"GET"” — that is, L.
' oy pered them because their ways were  probably a very small portion at first - rning FROM those human ways ~

S right before Him. Although God al-
N lowed Satan to take away| Job’s
" wealth it was not bgcause his 'wealth

' his sin of self-righteousness. Once

* was a sin — but to h}mblc Job from

Job's vanity wus déflated, God' re-

stored his material wealth pounte!
* What is wrong, and therefore sinful,
| is sgtting our hearts on t 1ese material
! / things ingtead of God' ALUES!
‘ " The love of material ll ings — the
_ VANITY of exalting the self above
God — of wuntmg
PEOPLE by coveting sTaTUs in their
eyes —*these are the evil things God
wints rooted out, When the heart is
set on such things, the CHARACTER
shrinks. inwardly. and "dries up.
“THANK Gob He saved ine from such
‘ va- fate by' 28 years of poverty and
U humility!” \

Dylng to live! -

o ‘brought 16 the-place where | real

! , my,own NOTHINGNESS and God's®

L GREATNESS — until Satan’s injected
| VANITY was driven out and the cgo
_was completely whipped, defeated,

i conq{mredl ‘When | came to consider
K . myself-uas a worthless *hunk of human
i * junk’ not even worth throwing on the
junk pile — the self-exalting ego con-

3

¢+« the way | had traveled — now ready

the  pruise of '

“I was not converted um!l Iw lﬁ%’

qum'd — completely REPENTANT for. -

— of God's Holy Spirit upon a hnA,L
REPENTANCE, FAITH and baptisry.
Repentance is far more than ke-
MORSE! | know a man who could shed
almost “buckets of tcars™ in remorse.
— but always tomorrow was another
. day and l\c hud not relly cfranged pt

alll As I’said, had God kept me in

* poverty only a day or a year, 1 might
have reverted right back to thesame
old ways. RERENT means to TUR
rRom! It means the pEATH of the old
self. It means 8 CHANGED and 8 NEW
Lisk in Cuwisth It is often a very
PAINEUL process - t~was for me!’

But cons‘icr th\! You were hot

" The REPENNANCE
v requingd by)God’s
conditions 16 ung truly,

. converted..is .,
_someth{d g fa different-
than ople .

suppOse' It is mﬁmtely
 more than merely ",

” “seeing” God’s
truth .
‘enough to... embrdce it

born wnth \human naturc as we

| e fo TURN FROM that former life —
N \old God 1 was now ready to GIVE
myself and my life to Him! 1 didn’t

He could He could have_ it. Jesus
w5th His life's blood!

¢ " God could take that wmplctely de-
' " feated, worthless life, and use it to
- develop .and- bulld what HE Has
:DONE, He ¢an take your life, too, and

‘then see how He could use it; but if
" Christ, had boaght and paid for it

“But let me say to the readcr, ¥

use it — nnd in due time convert it

God's divine nafure! - ¢
What we call human nature is sub-

tly and gradually injected by SATAN

the preat peCcEIVER! He is the “prince
" of the power- of the air™ (Eph. 2:2).

As radio ‘sounds and - television pic-

tires come into your home through
the air, so Satan’s iaturé comes into
_every human as soon ‘as the baby -
mind begins to function! SATAN
- BROADCASTS! Not in sounds, words or
pictures- — but-in ATTITUDES,

"' ceive Gop's HOLY, DIVINE NATUR% n

[y

+ nor can YOU! So do not become dis-

* attain perfection at one bound all at N

.. and being good' "

kniow it Neithér Were you born with lefped into Sulém und-Portland, Ore——ﬁ?

" Satan pumped in — one gannot re-

its complete wLLNEss all ‘at once!
Not any more than you -received
. Satan’s pature all at oncc’

One mist grow in grace and h
knowledge of our Liord agd Savior :
Jesus. Christ! Old ways and habits
must be rooted out. A newborn baby.

« doéin’t learn fo wulk all at once. One .
does nof overcomg the former life, . .
old habits, all at oncd, In his MIND — '
in the inner INTENTION — one makes -
the full decision to cuanaE all at
once. He intends to, means to do so,
but is unable to become, spiritually -
perfect all at once. i .

I did deeply MuAN TO y life .
over to CHRIST at conversion. But I
did nqt succeed pll at once in doing
that job pérfectly and completely — -

couraged. It is the OVERCOMERS who -
shall reign with Christ. /.am still
* overcoming! So, 1 hope, are you! *
Growth of the Church

As each individual child of God - | .
. must GRQW*'— and gradually, not |

c 4

dhce — 80 God’s Church in our tm’lc
has had to Grow! |
1 did ‘carry on coitir yal, pcrsonﬂl _ |
Aix-nights-a-week cam forsome -«
time. Ridio broadcssting in due tidie !

.

*

—.then Spokane, Wush then Los

_ Angeles, Calif., then COAST TO COAST!

Little by little The Plain Truth grew. |

Litile chugches were formed from my. ¢

pcrsonal campmgns, but because there

wis id minister to feed.the flock, cachl_.

soon died. Cooperation continued with'

the Salem, W.Va., offshoot, and also - N -
. with the Stanbcrry -Chiurch of God . ; :

‘bodies. Persecution from their minis- )

tersdontinued. - v
., By 1946 1 planned definitely, as l

i
R . I .'
|
|
i

. Cl nifies.the power and glory of Gob-to
v . ,. «  take such a worthless but submissive

posea 1hrough it

" injo a very immortal- SPIRIT-COM-" -
-« ' POSED, Gon-BEING as one of His chil-
" dren in .the glorious KINGDOM ‘OF,
‘Gop! There is NO END to what He
‘may do with YOUR life, ultimately!-
_UnpEersTanp, what has happened’
“since gives me no glory' Buy, it mag- °

. tool and accomplish what HE pur-

~ THOUGHTS, IMPULSES! -

But Satan broadcasts intg lhe in-
fant mind only little by little — self-
“ishness, coveting, vanity, then grad-

uaily jealousy and envy, resentment

of authority over one, a spmt of COM-
PETITION, the desire to “GET,”
take, 1 have, 1§ accumulate. This evﬂ
_nature. grows littie by little.-

£l

When one_ is' converted — when .
God calls, opens ‘one's cyn to His .

Chtist"led, fo taise up Ambassador |
" College in' Pasadena. _Headquarters
. weré moved there. "The. college
started Oct. 8, 1947, Begihming 1951 , .
"and 1952 a few graduates became -
ministers. New churches sprang up. .
It was a story g&u GROWTH! As you '
_and I, as indivitivhls, mugt GRow in .
- spite of adversity, so the Church and -
Work has GROWN. Jasus Cmtm DID .
ALt o
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1 ' k3
’ is? One who does not seck correction. not God's. They didn’t care for His
CorrectedP He thinks of himself as better than  suthority and laws. They wanted to -
others. . He suffers from ¢self-‘righ- be like other nations who were cut off
(C‘”‘""“"d frompage 9) teousness. God opposes such a per-  from God, free to do as they pleased, i ,
scmusly or npt, most people are too « son. When correcting someone, al-  cven though it meant suffering and . :
« lazy to maké thé effort to change.  ways apply the golden rule, “Do ‘unto,,  death! \ b
.. Life has become routdge for themand  others as you would hnvc them do- Imagine! God was their Ruler, |
L5 they, get into a rut. Thcy yegetate.  unto you. their King and their Prbtector. He
"Rut vegetating' is not 'growth in a Whether at home or at work, with - was their Counselor and’ Teacher. - .
Christian life. 1f you don t grow, you . friends or among: strangers, be honest  But they rcjccledei , prefetring to )
go backwards. |xmdtrue.“lnallthmgsshewmgtﬁysclf a, be slavesato sin. Evgn when "tlie . .
UnforLunatcly, somer of God's ~ pattern of good wotks™ (Tit. 2:7). Be  prophet Samuel warned _them “what . :
people can't sec their own problems. A genuine,not a hypocrite. You can nei-  would happen to'them, they refused [
' In their sclf-rightcousness, pride or’ Thergive nor receive correction properly.  to listen. “They said, Nay; but we : i
somctimes blindpess to their own  if youareahypocrite. will have a king over us; That we allo |
.| ¢ faults, they don't allow God to show Paul wrote, “If you arc sure that  mdy be like all the nations; and that , a
. ':[\ theln how 'to chahge. They are not . .you arc a guide to the blind [and vour king.may judge us, and go out N
. - willing {¢*pay the price to change! - every member of God's Church is in. .~ before us, and fight our battles™ ) .
_ ' Thefpatriarch Job paid dearly to  some ways a guide to the spiritually (I Sam. 8:19-20). v )
- § this lesson. But he learned it blind] ... a corréctor of the foolish Do, you wish. you “were free- [lke T \{ﬂ&*
_wéll ad in thelend was more blessed [thc fqohsh are those who do not other people — free to do what_you ' ’ v
han before. Just like ifm, we-must  believe in God or, Gad’s Word], & want? You would only be a slave to- N . L
"learn td tell God: “I knowsthat thou  .teacher of children, having in the law . 'sin! We were called ‘to be God's o .
. canst do every' thing, and that no .the embodiment of knowledge and  people — not like * ‘other pcople ! E i
| -thought-can b withholden from thee. - truth — you then who teach others, ~ We have to be mallcable in His. A
© AWho 15 tre that hideth counsel with-  will you nof teach jourself?”” (Rom.  hands. How sad that some of God's - \ /
.out knowledge? therefore have‘f ut-.  2:19-4 RSV). ., 'people leave the Church’becauge they " VoL
* tered, that | derstood not;"things * 4 ThWN strong words 3re meant to‘ ‘want to be like “other people,” reject- . -
‘ too wonderful for me, whigh.l knew ™ . change and correct tvery.one of us, to - ing correction because of prid, stub- - : \
. not: Hgar, 1 besegch thee, and I will . train usin rightequsness. Gmng cor-  bornness and vanity. - f B L
speak: | wil- demand of thee, and  rection to others is dn important . . Be grateful when you are cdrrect-
declare thou unto me” (Job 42:2-4). rcsponblbllnty - “ " ed. Accept rcproof with humility and Y
Can you pray like that? Have you . . . make the necessary changes. After-- - -~
‘learned to.accept correction in erder ° ,_c°“"5?'°" Is change = wards, forget the mistakes God has .
X _ to say ta God:,“I have heard of tee - Obedience to God 'is synonymous ' forgiven.'Doi't blirden yourself with ~ -
-by the hcarmg of the edr: but now ° with wanting to be changed and cor-  'a'guilt Yomplex, which can only hin- - . .¢.(,‘ 2
, mine ¢ye scethythee:” Wherefore 1 - rected by Him. Growth spells conver- de; your growth. God is-always wills e
: - abher- mysUf and repem industand  sion, and it results>from applying the. ing to forgive you If you accept cor- . oo
~ *ﬁ""ashcs’ (verscs 551 et téachings- you-learn. - A —tection-gnd-change- - . — . L
' That is the dttitude we must {navc- “Bescech God; “O Lord, cortect . “He Who hatés repfoof will die,” =+ (. 'l
to cnter God’s ngdom' . ' e, but with judgment; not'in thiné  says God. That's an- awesome warn- R .
' o . anger,.lest-thou brmg me to nothing” *  ing. ut\ He adds, “Fe whose ear T~ : (
e How to give correction & - . (Jer.'10:24). It takes tourage ta pray ~ " heedy wholesome admonition will - s
It is said that no one- is able to ~ this'way, but a begotien chlld of God - abid ong 1he wiseY (Prov.* " - :
- - command unlesy’ he first is willing'to , must haye courage. ©7 1510, 31, RSV)! . S o
submit to orders. In-like manner,. C‘hnst said' that- unless' we become - Notice: If 'you heed ndmomuon i :
before you can correct anyone propr like litile children, Wg shall not enter.  you: will live with the wise. The wise o * .
- eily, you must be willing 10 recgive - God's ‘Kingdpn. Byt why? What  are those wholisten to God's counsel, ' g
correction. Whetlier you are givingor' . childlike qifalities does Christ desire  submit themselves to His authority,
receiving correction, .you must have, . in adults?. Ckildren are more teach-  accept correction and hve by ﬂm
" understanding, humility and love —_ - qble and adapt better to change. They  every word.. - ‘
T ‘*“W“w:thbnmﬁrﬂpmmmc" e g R/wpnt “thieir-trust—in—those -who-are ——*And- therthm be- wnseshathmew‘ R —
"~ Ifthe task of*cormclmg someonc - watching over them, and they ‘usuall . s the brightness of the firmament;. T
falls on your shoulders, be you .. do what they dre told, even though ~ and they.that turn:many to nghteoua- “. |
. yourself are not. guilty of th -same - they may not always agree with it. nessyas the stars for ever and ever” - o
faults. Set the right example. As Gpd " Christians > must ‘be like’ thxs The  (Danl. 12:3). They: will be members of * - T
says, “Yea, all of you be subject one - degree of your conversion is deter-~  God)s immortal spiritual Family. . :
< _ to anather, and be clotired with hu-" . mined by how well you rgspond to cg ese are Gods words, and they . -
' rmhty for God résisteth the proud,.  correotion. : not be broken. If4ou hate correc- E
: and giveth grace to the. humble” (L The, ancient lsracmes didn’t hke llion. you ‘will die. But if you love =~ 7 o
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