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NON-TITHING IS STEALING

By Herbert W. Armstrong
find it impossible to
believe that a minister of

Jesus Christ could at the

same time be a THIEF —

STEALING FROM GOD!

Nearly all ministers and 98

percent of brethren have

been LOYAL.

Yet during recent years
“*liberals'" have risen up in the
Church, watering down the
laws of God.

God says, “*If there arise
among you a prophet, or a
dreamer of dreams, and giveth
thee a sign or a wonder, And the
sign or the wonder come to pass,
whereof he spake unto thee say-
ing, Let us go after other gods

. and let us serve them; Thou
shalt not hearken unto the words
of that prophet . . .

**‘For the Lord your God
proveth you . . .
after the ETERNAL your God, and
fear him, and keep his com-
mandments'® (Deuteronomy
13:1-4). And in Old Testament
dines such a false prophet was
put to death.

Yet it is reported to me that a
minister has said to a congre-
gation words to this effect, “'If
you don’t want to tithe, you don’t
need to.""

Back on God’s track

The living Christ who heads
this Church, has been, for a full
year now, SETTING GOD'S
CHURCH BACK ON GOD'S TRACK.
Jesus Christ has moved swiftly.
Great strides have been taken —
great change already has taken
place.

But during the past 10 years
much false teaching has gone
out, subtilely, craftily, inducing
many of God's people to ease off
on keeping God's command-
ments, leading many into SIN,
while being deceived into sup-
posing they are on safe ground
spiritually.

God has shown me that my
commission is not ONLY to pro-
claim the good news of the coming
Kingdom of God, but also to
raise up this Church (which al-
ready has been done), and, far
more, to lead this Church into be-
coming READY for Christ's soon
return in GLORY to earth.

LISTEN! fellow ministers and
wives — and all you brethren in
the Church: Jesus ““loved the
church, and gave himself for it;
That he might sanctify and
cleanse it . . . That he might pre-
sent it to himself a GLoRriOUS
church, not having spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing; but
that it should be HOLY and
WITHOUT BLEMISH'' (Ephesians
5:25-27).

Time is SHORT
Again (Revelation 19), at the

Ye shall walk

time of Christ's return in power
and GLORY, the Church shall have
MADE HERSELF READY'' — and
brethren, we have many spots to
be cleaned out, and many wrink-
les to be ironed out before we are
READY! And TIME IS SHORT and
GROWING SHORTER FAST!

Actually, I'think God aiready
has held up the progression of
world events, TO GIVE US more
time to 1) give out the Gospel of
the Kingdom in greater power to
more, and 2) get ourselves — the
Church — READY!

I am simply heartsick that my
son assumed power and authority
neither Christ nor I gave him to
WATER DOWN GOD'S TRUTH. In
that infamous **STP"" [ Systematic
Theology Project], paying tithes,
which we owe to God, was
changed to merely mean a little
GIVING — IF we feel like it!

God says, “*To him that
knoweth to do good and doeth it
not, to him it is siN!"" Perhaps
some of you — even ministers —
were DECEIVED by these ‘‘intel-
lectuals’™ who felt they were
superior to Jesus Christ, put out
of circulation the official Church
booklet on TITHING and substi-
tuted a new booklet based on the
STP.

Perhaps **the times of this ig-
norance God winked at, but now
commandeth all men everywhere
10 REPENT"" (Acts 17:30) — and
THAT MEANS YOU!

An ordained system
God has ordained the tithing

system. This whole earth
BELONGS TO GOD — not to us!
Everything we have, whether
goods or value in money, comes
out of the ground. Even we, our-
selves, have come out of the
ground — WHICH ISGOD'S EARTH
— therefore even WE OURSELVES
belong to God, whether we wish
to admit it or not.

The Church of God is built on
the foundation of the apostles and
the prophets — Jesus Christ
being the chief cornerstone. The
prophets who form part of the
very foundation are the LD
TESTAMENT prophets, for the
apostles’ teachings, and New
Testament writings, are quite
largely built on the Old Testa-
ment prophets.

There were NO NEW TESTA-
MENT PROPHETS WHO CONTRIB-
UTED any doctrines or teachings
to the Church. Malachi wrote
after both the kingdom of Israel
and the kingdom of Judah had
gone into captivity and slavery,
and was therefore written for us,
rather than for recording Old Tes-
tament teaching. It is THE
WORD OF GOIR! $

And this prophet on which the
Churc¢h was built, says to You
who have not been tithing: *“Will
a man rob Gop? Yet ye have
robbed me . .. In tithes and
offerings. YE ARE CURSED WITH A
CURSE: FOR YE HAVE ROBBED ME,
EVEN THIS WHOLE NATION.
Bring ye all the tithes into the
storehouse . . . and prove me
now herewith, saith the LOrRD of

hosts, if I will not open you the
windows of heaven, and pour
you out a blessing, that there
shail not be room enough to re-
ceive it"" (Malachi 3:8-10).

A New Testament command

You ought to know how tithing
is COMMANDED in the NEW Tes-
tament also — even though some
liberals try to twist the Scriptures
of the Holy Gop so they can GET
and never GIVE. Speaking of the
Old Testament Levitical priest-
hood, we read in Hebrews: ** And
verily they that are of the sons of
Levi, who receive the office of
the priesthood, have a com-
mandment to take tithes of.the
people according to the law . . .

**But he whose descent is not
counted from them received
tithes of Abraham, and blessed
him that had the promises . . .
And as | may so say, Levi also,
who receiveth tithes, PAID tithes
in Abraham’® (Hebrews 7:5-9).
(Tithing in not a matter of taking

.pity on poor God and G1VING Him

alms and charity in the form of
tithes and offerings — IF You
FEL L LIKE IT. IT IS A MATTER OF
PAYING to God WHAT YOU OWE
AND ARE COMMANDED TO PAY.)

Neglect or refusal to PAY is
STEALING from Gob — cutting
yourself off from the lavish
BLESSINGS He promises to faith-
ful tithers as quoted above.

But continue in Hebrews 7:
“*For the priesthood being
CHANGED [not abolished, but a
change in which priesthood re-

Phoenix personal appearance

draws largest attendurnice yet

By Ken Tate

PASADENA — Momentum is
building in the series of personal ap-
pearances, with the largest crowds
yet gathering for atwo-night campaign
June 23 and 24 at Phoenix, Ariz.. ac-
cording to Sherwin McMichael., diree-
tor of personal appearances.

1 am very excited about the en-
thusiastic response.”” said evangelist
Roderick C. Meredith, head ot
Pastoral Administration, who spoke
at the Phoenix campaign.

Mr. Meredith said that the cam
paigns follow Herbert W. Arm-
strong’s method of building and
strengthening the Philadelphian
Church early in this period

Mr. McMichael said “"new atten-
dance for the campaign was 105 for
the first night and 90 for the second,
total attendance was 540 and 525 re-
spectively.”

Phoenix was the third program for
Mr. Meredith and the sixth of seven
in the series. The last of the series is
slated for Aug. 4 and 5 in Dallas,
Tex., with Dennis Luker speaking.
Mr. McMichael said he expects the
Dallas campaign to be the biggest
turnout of the series.

Mr. Meredith termed the latest
campaign “excellent. Even though
we had no advertising whatsoever,”
he said in a June 25 Pastor's Report
letter to the ministry, **we, neverthe-
less had larger crowds than any so far
in the series of minicampaigns.”™

Following the program. he said.
**The brethren in all of the church
areas in which we've had campaigns
are very enthusiastic. This series is
helping to build the Work and the
Church of God.

1 hope 10 see dozens and dozens
of these campaigns conducted across
the United States in the coming
year.™

Another benefit of the campaign
series, according to  statistics
gathered by personal appearance per-
sonnel. is a high response rate to lit-
erature offers.

Invitations to the campaign sent 1o
the Plain Truth mailing list included
offers of free literature ranging from
**Are We Living in the Last Days !
0 *"Faith and Hope.™

Highest response to the literature
offers has been from Phoenix, which
topped out at 12.3 percent, according
to Budde Marino of the personal ap-

pearance department

Mr. Marino said there have been
several of the mailings to the six
campaign sites receiving response
rates of 10 percent or more: the aver-
age for all six sites is 8.6 percent.

He added that the department is
“*delighted with the results,”” as
the average acceptable response rate
for direct mailings usually runs 3 to 4
percent. Mr. Meredith said he is
“very grateful” for these results,
being another indication of the
growth of God's Work.

Statistics from the literature offers
show that several thousand people
have responded to the literature of-
fers since the series began

Mr. McMichael said the personal
appearance department is stll re
searching the possibility of another
series of campaigns for late fall and
carly winter in other sections of the
United States.

Mark Cardona. pastor of ihe
Phoenix and Prescott, Ariz.. churches
was master of ceremonies for the
Phoenix campaign. Music was pro-
vided by vocalist John Beaver.
accompanied by Ross Jutsum at
the piano.

ceives your tithes, under the NEw
TESTAMENT] there is made of
necessity a change also of the
law'" (verse 12). What law is it
talking about? As quoted above,
a law in which the priesthood
“have a COMMANDMENT to
take tithes of the people,
ACCORDING TO THE LAW"" (verse
5).

The priesthood was changed at
the founding of the New Testa-
ment Church back again to the
Melchisedec priesthood under
CHRIST. There is therefore a
CHANGE in the TITHING LAW
that COMMANDS YOU AND ME 10
PAY TITHES TO THE MINISTRY OF
JESUS CHRIST, since Christ is now
our High Priest at the right hand
of Gop! (All above quoted from
Hebrews 7.)

Stealing from God

Brethren, it is not easy for me
to write to you whom I dearly
LOVE, and tell you that some of
YOU ARE THIEVES breaking
God’s holy commandments, and
stealing from GOD — which
surely is far worse than holding
up and stealing from a bank!

i want you to think this over. |
don’t know WHO you are — |
have just been informed that a
shocking number of members
and ministers ARE NOT PAYING
TITHES. and are giving cither NO
offerings or a comparatively
small amount.

I want vou to look at it as Gon
looks at you!

Jesus said to the Pharisces.
“*Woe unto you. Pharisees! for-
ye tithe mint and rue and all man-
ner of herbs, and pass over judg-
ment and the love of God: these
[tithing] OUGHT YE TO HAVE
DONE . and not to leave the other
undone™” (Luke 11:42).

You who have neglected tithing
have NEGLECTED SO GREAT
SALVATION (see Hebrews 2:3).

The living JESUS CHRIST put
TITHING in God's Church from
the very beginning of this
Philadelphia era, and it has been
in God's Church EVER SINCE
A.D. 31.

Heretofore I have made NO EF-
FORT TO CHECK OUR COMPUTER
RECORDS TO FIND OUT WHO
TITHES. | surely never wanted to
“*snoop."” But it is A LAW! Ne-
glect or refusal is MAJOR SIN!

I am not pussyfooting! Com-
mandment breakers won’t get
into the Kingdom of God, and |
am commissioned to blot out the
spots and iron out the wrinkles
(Ephesians 5:27) to make God's
Church READY when He comes
(Revelation 19:7).

Called to be separate

Brethren, we are not like other
people. We are not like those in
the more than 250 Protestant
**Christian"’ denominations. We

(See STEALING, page 5)
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Pope’s trip ushers in new era

PASADENA — Excitement sur-
rounding the election in Brussels was
high, as | waited in the pressroom of
the Common Market headquarters
June 11 while results of the first di-
rectly elected European parliament
were tallied. But community offi-
cials were disappointed for two basic
reasons.

First, the turnout was, in their view,
““disappointingly low."" Apathy
combined with significant voter antip-
athy was the rule in much of Britain
and Denmark — the latter electing
five anti-Common Market represen-
tatives. Officials in West Germany
— the Common Market’s most en-
thusiastic supporter — hoped for at
least an 80 percent turnout but had to
settle for 15 percent less.

The second and most detracting
factor in the Euro-election was that
the old bugaboo of nationalism re-
fused to recede into the background.
In fact, national politics seemed to

~ dominate the conduct of the elec-
tions.

The Daily Telegraph ran an article
June 17 stating that the European
clections were bound to radically
alter the future of the Common Mar-
ket. That is hard to see at this junc-
ture. Political control of the com-
munity will still reside largely in the
hands of the EEC’s Council of Minis-
ters, who directly report to their re-
spective national governments.

Platform for Dr. von Hapsburg?

Still, it would be premature to
dismiss  the expanded Euro-
parliament as having no influence.
Voters, for the first time having a di-
rect stake in its makeup. will expect it
to be more than a rubber stamp.

But perhaps the most important
role the body will have will be to
serve as a plattorm for the views of its
members. One of the most con-
troversial delegates is certain to be
Otto von Hapsburg, son of the last
emperor of the Austro-Hungarian
empire.

For years Dr. von Hapsburg has
tirelessly campaigned for the ideal of
a united Europe. He became a West
German citizen last year, primarily to
qualify for election to the European
parliament (Austria is not a
member), and is expected to carry his
theme forward into the parliament’s
two chambers in Strasbourg and
Luxembourg. s

Dr. von Hapsburg also has a much
broader perspective of what Europe
should become in the future. He told
interviewers for th» West German
magazine Der Spiegel that if one as
pires to be @ cu, parliamentarian,
he should **stand up for all Europe.™
adding that * “the Europe of the nine is
merely a starting point. Just like the
ltalian unification in the 19th cen-
tury started with part of a state.
Piedmont, so shall the greater Europe
evolve later from this Europe of the
nine.”

Asked by Der Spiegel how far **his
Europe™ extends. Dr. von Hapsburg
answered, "It extends to the borders
of Russia™ — meaning also what is
today Soviet-occupied Eastern
Europe.

Pope calls for spiritual unity

It was in Poland, however, just
preceding the main voting for the
Euro-parliament, and before the
highly publicized SALT Il summit in
Vienna, which this reporter at-
tended. that the really big news was
made.

From June 2 through 10the dynamic
new head of the Roman Catholic
Church made a precedent-shattering
pilgrimage back to his homeland in
Poland. one of the Communist-bloc
countries. Altogether. at least six
million Poles assembled en masse at
various stops along the pope's nine-
day tour to applaud bis triumphal re-
rn

The enthusiastic throngs heard the
former archbishop of Krakow call for
the **spiritual unity of Europe.”” He
issued a bold challenge to the legiti-
macy of Communist governments
from the Baltic to the Black Sea.

The significance of the pope s per-
formance was not lost on some
newsmen. New York Times
columnist James Reston, writing on
the eve of the SALT 11 summit, said:

**In a mocking question about the
pope near the end of World War 11,

_Joseph Stalin asked. “How many divi-

sions does he have?" Now, after the
rapturous reception of Pope John
Paul Il in Poland, Brezhnev knows
the answer: ‘Quite a few!" . . . More
than Stalin or any of his successors
imagined and more than they had to
think about when the Carter-
Brezhnev summit was originally
planned.™”

On this historic trip the pope of-
fered a vision of the future and

W today. unless they have the
hearts of the people with them. Only
the church cun deliver the masses to
the approved state authority!

The Communist authorities al-
lowed former Cardinal Karol Woj-
tyla to return because they hoped
to get a papal visit “"out of the
way early.”” Now the pope is serving
notice he wants to return in about
three years, really putting Moscow
on the spot!

Pope John Paul Il is also consider-
ing an appearance before the United
Nations this fall, combined with a
circuit visit to at least seven Ameri-
can cities.

Strauss moving up fast

At the same time we have Dr. von
Hapsburg working on the state end of
the church-state system in Brussels.
And Dr. von Hapsburg's good
friend, Franz Josef Strauss, is at last
making his bid for the West German

W®RLDWATC
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perhaps a glimpse of the long-term
lines of his pontificate.

John Paul II delivered these thun-
derbolt words on one occasion:
“*Europe, despite its present and
long-lasting divisions of regimes.
ideologies and economic and peliti-
cal systems, cannot cease 10 seek its
fundamental unity [and] must rurn to
Christianity.

**Despite the different traditions
that exist in the territory of Europe
between its Eastern part and its
Western part, there lives in each of
them the same Christianity . . .
Christianity must commit itself anew
to the formation of the spiritual unity
of Europe. Economic and political
reasons cannot do ir. We must go
deeper.”"

The pope is saying in no uncertain
words that neither politics nor
cconomics alone can unite Europe.
In fact, the two differing political and
economic systems are keeping
Europe divided today.

Vatican's **good offices’”

With God-given insight, Herbert
W. Armstrong wrote in the October,
1951, Plain Truth:

**The pope alone can provide the
leadership, the unifying. solidifying
element to make this United States of
Europe — this resurrected Roman
Empire — a reality.””

And in the January, 1979. Plain
Truth, before Pope John Paul em-
barked on his precedent-shattering
trip to Poland, Mr. Armstrong wrote:

**The nations of Europe have been
striving to become reunited. They
desire a common currency, a single
combined military force, a single
united government. They have made
a start in the Common Market. They
are now working toward a common
currency. Yet, on a purely political
basis, they have been totally unable
to unite.

“*In only one way can this resur-
rected Holy Roman Empire be
brought to fruition — by the good
offices™ of the Vatican. uniting
church and state once again. with the
Vatican astride and ruling (Revela-
tion 17:1-5).""

It is plain now — to those who
have eyes to see — that the soon-
coming resurrection of the Roman
Empire will indeed comprise a
church-and-state union. In one sense
Joseph Stalin was correct. The pope
does not have ““divisions.”" but he
has millions of people. Their organi-
zation into operable divisions wiil
have 1o be the function of state au-
thority .

Similurly., secular rulers cannot be
effective. as the Communist leaders
of the Eastern Europe graphically

chancellorship next year. Reports the
Daily Telegraph June 21: **Nobody
would have believed it possible until
this year that Herr Franz Josef
Strauss would make such a come-
back. His Bavarian political base
seemed too narrow, his right-wing
political views too provocative, to
allow his nomination for the federal
chancellory.™ .

As we go to press, the CDU/CSU
parliamentary caucus has just
selected Mr. Strauss as its candidate.

Given a sharp downturn in the
West German economy, as a result of
the world oil crisis, and the West
Germans just might turn away from
Helmut Schmidt o Mr. Strauss in
droves.

This quick trip to Europe made me
realize more than ever how rapidly
the pace of world events is escalat-
ing. Rarely have so many important
developments taken place in so short
a period of time. Prophecy comes
alive!

experience.

NOTICE CONCERNING FESTIVAL MUSIC

In order to provide the finest music from among the Church
membership for this Feast of Tabernacles, we request those
who wish to be chorale directors, singers and helpers to please
let us know your desires, experience and suggestions.

Even if you have been assigned to a specific chorale, we
need to know what your assignment is, who assigned you, what
assignment you desire, which area you will attend and your past

Ifyour chorale is already organized and rehearsing, please let
us know who the members of your chorale are, what music you
plan to sing and any other information you feel might be helpful.

Write to Hugh Mauck, Festival chorale coordinator, at the Feast
Office in Pasadena, 300 W. Green St., Pasadena, Calif., 91123.

Scandinavian ad series

to build ‘PT’ foundation

By Martin Keen

LONDON — Major new advertis-
ing programs for Scandinavia, the
first from May to June and the second
beginning at the end of September,
are utilizing advertisement space in
such publications as the Oslo, Nor-
way, Aftenposten, the Bergen, Nor-
way, Bergens Tidende, the Stock-
holm, Sweden, Dagens Nyheter, the
Gothenburg, Sweden, Gote-
borgs-Posten, the Copenhagen,
Denmark, Berlingske Tidende and
Politiken, and the Helsinki, Finland,
Helsingin Sanomat.

According to Torin Archer, coor-
dinator of the Scandinavian Work
[Sweden, Norway, Denmark and
Finland] under Frank Brown, re-
gional director, the ads feature such
booklets as *‘The Seven Laws of Suc-
cess, The Occult Explosion and
Building a Happy Family. Those re-
sponding are also offered a six-
month trial subscription to The Plain
Truth magazine. The goal is to in-
crease the circulation of the
magazine in Scandinavia from 5,000
to 8,000 by the end of 1979.

**In one sense we are looking for
this campaign to provide us with les-
sons for the future,”” Mr. Archer
said. **Then, once we have laid a
solid foundation of Plain Truth

Fund-raising projects:

‘You name it, we did it’

PASADENA — Fund-raising
projects in church areas have raised
$186.433 for the Church as of
June 22, reports Richard Rice, direc-
tor of the Work's Mail Processing
Center.

“Members have responded with
money-making projects ranging
from maving a house in Greensboro,
N.C.. to running a marathon for
a dollar a mile in Santa Barbara,
Calit.

Alton **Don"" Billingsley. pastor
of the Fresno and Visalia. Calif.,
churches, which raised a combined
total of $9.648.25, said. **The goals
we set for the two churches seemed
impossible, but because of God
blessing our efforts and answering
our prayers, we not only were suc-
cessful, but went over!"™

He went on to say, “*This project
has also been a very rewarding one.
At a time when it is easy to be dis-
couraged by the devices of Satan.
this project . . . helped us to get our
minds and bodies actively involved
in helping this Work of God go for-
ward.

“We are now more a team than
ever before — solid, unified and in
harmony.™

David Mills, pastor of the Ash-
ville. N.C.. and Greenville, S.C..

churches, echoed these sentiments:
**The members here really did enjoy
pitching in and becoming actively
and personally involved in raising
funds — in coming off the bench and
getting a piece of the action.™

He said, "'l think God was really
blessing our efforts . . . At first it
seemed like mission impossible to
raise $5.000, but doors began to open
and the funds started to mount.’* Big
jobs like painting a house, for $999,
block-laying, for $1,322.50, and
store inventorying, for $491.50, in
addition to flea markets and yard
sales, which brought in $2,500, net-
ted the churches a total of $8.853.46.
Members made personal donations
as well.

Members of the Greensboro,
N.C., church, whose projects in-
cluded yard sales, collecting metal
and newspapers. chopping firewood
and donating overtime pay, reported
some stiff competition from their
teenagers. who raised over $1,300 in
a walk-athon. The total raised by that
church was $6.404.77.

Gene Griffin of the Little Rock and
Russellville, Ark.. churches. which
raised $2.775.75. summed up the
methads used by his area and
seemingly by all — when he said.
“You name it, we did it

readership, the time will be ripe for
subscriber lectures to encourage and
feed the people God is calling in
Scandinavia.""

He said the most likely locations
for these lectures would be Stock-
holm, Oslo and Aarhus, Denmark,
where the three Scandinavian
churches meet, and Helsinki, where
Bible studies are conducted. .

Mr. Archer stressed that with the
current setup a greater proportion of
the budget would be directed towards
**sowing the seed. Time and more ef-
fort will be needed before we begin to
reap the harvest, but the advertising
program beginning this spring will be
a major step in this direction,”” he
said.

In the early spring of last year a de-

tailed study was made of the cost and

benefits of maintaining an office in
Oslo. Prices there are virtually dou-
ble that-of Britain.

“‘We realized, of course, that the
financial considerations were not the
only ones, nor were they necessarily
the most crucial. The administration
of the Scandinavian Work had not
only to be cost effective, but also,

" and more importantly, service effec-

tive,"" Mr. Archer said.

**We came to the conclusion that
although there would be disadvan-
tages in not having an office on the
spot, from the point of view of the
Work as a whole, the advantages of
operating from the U.K. did out-
weigh the disadvantages."’

Mr. Archer said the money saved
from the move, around 20 percent,
could then be redirected into adver-
tising, promotion and translations of
booklets and the Correspondence
Course.
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Southern California churches celebrate July 4th

WA says, “Thanks a million!”’

PHOTOS BY
JAMES CAPO DEXTER FAULKNER
AND SHE:LA GRAHAM

A FESTIVE FOURTH — Close to 4,000 Southern California
Church members accepted Pastor General Herbert W.
Armstrong's invitation to celebrate the Fourth of July on the Am-
bassador College campus in Pasadena. The brethren were
greeted by a videotaped message from Mr. Armstrong thanking
all for their support and loyalty during the past six months. Church
treasurer Stanley R. Rader also expressed his appreciation to the
brethren in an afternoon address. During the fireworks show in
the evening a “Thanks a million” message from Mr. Armstrong
flashed from an airplane circling the campus piloted by Rob-
bie Whitesell. The festivities were covered on Los Angeles,
Calif., KNXT, Channel 2, news. Clockwise from above left: Deb-
bie Bowman oversees the sack-race competition; two hop
ahead: Mr. Rader goes to bat; tug-of-war participants struggle for
position: Mike Hale, picking and grinning: taking a lemonade
break: a busv balloon line; Mike Wallace and Shirley Faulkner
man the fire engine: a solid hit for his softball team: Qretnren line
up for Carlton Green's chicken and ribs ~
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FORUM

WITH STANLEY R.RADER

This issue’s “Forum” is the result of a question-and-
answer session held by Stanley R. Rader, the Work's trea-
surer and general counsel to Herbert W. Armstrong, in
Pasadena June 15. Mr. Rader’'s comments cover various as-
pects of the present state of the Church.

A couple questions, my basic
concern is over what’s been in the
paper recently. One had to do with

hing about do the
State has. What is your situation as
far as giving your own deposition?
And secondly, any comments con-
cerning the article in the L.A.
‘‘Times” concerning how papers
and records [unclear], is that part of
GTA’s papers?

No. The question had to do with
my own deposition, No. 1, and the
second question had to do with the
recent article in the Los Angeles
[Calif.] Times.

To answer the second one first, I
think my comments concerning the
audit, which we will be completing
within a few weeks, will dispel all of
the questions that were raised in Rus-
sell Chandler's comments in the
Times.

As Mr. [Jack] Kessler knows, the
audit is for all practical purposes, and
to get down fundamentally, it is not
an audit of me, nor an audit of Mr.
[Herbert] Armstrong; it is an audit of
the Church, but more fundamentally
becomes an audit of the system that
we have here, becomes an audit of
the Work, of those people who have
been responsible for many years for
the maintenance of the system. They
have been delegated a lot of respon-
sibility and authority to preserve our
I’ECOIdS, o preserve our assets and to
see to it that the books and records re-
cord everything properly and consis-
tent with what has transpired.

And Mr. Kessler has had full ac-
cess as a Certified Public Accoun-
tant for years. And he knows, and 1
know, and others know, that he is a
very fine, thorough, extremely capa-
ble auditor. And what’s more, as Mr.
Armstrong has said, he has God's
Holy Spirit as well, and Mr. Arm-
strong would much prefer that Mr.
Kessler would be the person continu-
ing to do the audits for that reason.

But obviously the audit becomes,
in large part, an audit of his work dur-
ing the last four or five years, and
when the thing is over he will be to-
tally vindicated. Which means the
institution will be vindicated as well,
and the individuals. And a lawsuit
that Mr. Kessler has against various
parties for defaming him will be for
all practical purposes won. It will
take time before they cave in because
they'll all have insurance companies
that will be rushing to their defense to
try to keep the damages down. But
believe me, he will recover very sub-
stantial damages for the attack upon
him.

In my own case, I think you ought
to understand my situation vis-a-vis
my deposition. I have tried for years,
singularly, to do one thing, which
has been to protect this Work, and to
protect Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong as
Christ’s apostle, and anybody else
who needed protection.

As Mr. Armstrong has tried to in-
form you. Garner Ted Armstrong
only had one other supporter in this
organization from 1971 forward, and
that person is standing here before
you. Every other person of any stand-
ing in the ministry tried, on more
than one occasion. to kick him out of
this organization, and for good. Now
I'have assiduously done everything 1
could in my power to defend this
Work.

And on several occasions when |
was not exactly feeling in the best
mood, I reminded Mr. Armstrong

from time to time that if Ted didn't

stop misbehaving, 1 was not forever .

-going to keep my silence. That if 1
had to, to defend myself, if the chips
were down, I would have to do what I
had avoided so carefully for so many
years, apd that is to make any com-
ment that was nonsupportive, and to
reveal intimate details about his son
and what went on here for a period of
more than 10 years.

Now if I speak, or am compelled to
speak, Ted Armstrong couldn't get
10 people into a room — not into a
room where ‘people are thinking
they're speaking of a man of God. He
may be anything else, but if I'm
forced to testify, there’ll be no doubt
as to who he is, what he has been.

Now I have wanted to testify. I ac-
tually showed up at my deposition,
and 1 did not fail to answer any ques-
tion except upon the advice of coun-
sel who were concerned about onty
one thing, which was would any of
my answers hurt the institution?

They tried to get — it's a matter of
record — from the attorney general a
stipulation that any questions 1 might
answer would not be considered as a
waiver of any of the Church’s or the
other corp ‘s FirstA d
rights, and they refused to stipulate.
Do you follow that? If I'm being
asked a question, I'm both an indi-
vidual and I'm an officer and I'm a
director. If I let down that bar just a
little bit, then maybe I will have
waived the First Amendment guaran-
tees, which are the essence of this
lawsuit. And they wouldn't stipulate
to that, and that’s the basic issue that
we're talking about.

I'm prepared anytime the lawyers
tell me that I should testify now, to
testify, and let the chips fall where
they may. I don't think that, after
what I've discovered in the last
week, I don’t think Garner Ted Arm-
strong deserves one whit of my pro-
tection any longer.

1 will not go and volunteer the in-
formation. I will continue to play the
game according to the rules that my
lawyers and the Church's lawyers
have laid down for me, and that is
when, and if, they think it's desir-
able, 1 will testify.

Our primary lawyers, lead
lawyers, feel that I ultimately will
have to testify, and should testify.
And they don’t want to take a chance
that if I don't testify at a deposition, |
would be prohibited from testifying
if the case ever comes to trial, be-
cause as a repository of so much in-
formation 1 would be the best witness
for the Church. .

So we're not attempting to avoid
the testimony, we're trying, pending
aresolution of some of the other pro-

cedural issues, we are doing our best

to defer it until we can get some relief
in certain areas and certain clarifica-
tion of what my testimony might
mean vis-a-vis the other persons
being compelled to testify.

But, believe me, I have nothing to
hide. Everyone knows what my posi-
tion has been on every single issue
that has ever transpired in this Work
of any consequence, because I had a
habit of putting it all in writing.

Ididn’tcare if  was wrong. I never
tried to keep two feet in different
places, on opposite sides of the
fence. Whatever was necessary as
part of the job that | was doing, I said
it. And 1 said it forthrightly, frankly
and one occasion vigorously to the
point that it was maybe too blunt.

So my advice, my counsel, my
position, my activities, are well
known to everybody who has any in-
timate knowledge in this organiza-
tion. I'll stand on the record.

I have two questions. The first
one is, do we now have strong
proof that GTA was involved with
the conspiracy from the very be-
ginning?

We now do. We now have proof
that Garner Ted Armstrong was in-
volved, yes, and his son, Mark.

And secondly, do we? Well, of
course, I'd like to know what kind
of preof they’re talking about?

We have proof. We have testimo-
nial proof from one of the people who
brought the lawsuit. That's enough.
He testified under oath.

Also, do we know who the mas-
termind who planned all this stuff
up was?

I know whoever it was wasn't very
masterful, was he? Then I would say
we know that the people who are in-
volved were the people whose names
appeared, and a lawyer back in New
Jersey, and a lawyer out here, and a
deputy attorney general, a corrupt
Jjudge, and an ex-judge who wanted
to make a lot of money. And there
you've got it.

But I don't think they thought the
problem through very carefully.
They relied upon a lo of information
that was false, and they didn’t protect
themselves as to what would happen
if it were false. But they were told by
others, such as Wayne Cole, that
there wouldn't be any resistance, that
everybody wanted Mr. Armstrong
out of here, and that he was holding
things up.

Ron Dart has been quoted as say-
ing, “‘If Mr. Armstrong had only
died years ago, this Work would
have been better off!"* Anyone be-
lieve that in this room? That's what
he'd been quoted as saying. If he'd
only died years ago, what we could
have accomplished again. Ron Dart.
Couldn’t even handle Henry Corn-
wall. Henry handled him all by him-
self, just took two letters, and he was

.a packing all the way to Austin

[Tex.].

The power of the pen, you know,
particularly when it’s a powerful,
truthful pen; it’s very strong. Two
letters Mr. Cornwall sent out just get-
ting a few facts before the people.
Garner Ted Armstrong had to elimi-
nate Ron Dart from the ministry here
for all practical purposes. Sent him
on sabbatical to make a precedent out
of him. Sent to Austin to learn some
educational courses and come back
as president of Ambassador College.
But for. the moment to get him out of
town — anything.

No, I dont think it was very mas-
terful, but that was the conspiracy.
That's what they tried to do, and they
were hoisted by their own petard. In
other words, they just simply didn't
think the problem through.

What would happen if the informa-
tion that had been coming to them
from these people, what would hap-
pen if it was false? And what would
happen if Mr. Armstrong wasn't
some senile old fool lying down there
in Tucson in a state of semicon-
sciousness.

That’s what they were told. Mr.
Armstrong didn't even know where it
was all at. They found out in a hurry.
His letters alone destroyed them. Ev-
ery time they did something or said
something, he wrote another letter.

It was a marvelous battle if you
think about it. Whole power of the
State, 20 million some-odd people,
and Mr. Armstrong, this man who
they described down there, this man
he treated as a son-in-law — son,
rather — calling him senile in af-
fidavit: made every move by letter.
Everything that was done. he just
wrote another letter. The battle was
quickly over.

But, of course, we had God and
Christ protecting us too, you know,
so that's that spiritual resource they
didn’t count on.

But we have the proof now. We
had suspicions before. And you re-
member some of you asked questions
right in here, did I think Garner Ted
Armstrong was involved? Re-
member that, all the way back? I said
1 don’t know.

And when 1 didn't know I didn't
comment, did 1? 1 said, 1 don’t know,
and I said as long as I don't know it
isn’t relevant. It isn't all that relevant
now, it’s just kind of interesting.

It's kind of interesting that Wayne
Cole is now employed by Garner Ted
Armstrong and is preaching in Tyler,
Tex. The highest-ranking person in
the ministry a year ago, who had
come to Mr. Armstrong with all of
the support he could muster and with
as much power and authority as he
could, let’s say. collect of himself, to
make the presentation, urged that
Mr. Ted Armstrong be thrown out of
this Work, for a variety of reasons; in
writing and again, and again, and
again orally. How do you account for
them being together now? So that's
just curious, that's all.

Mr. Rader, this is concerning
the great commission, which we’re
doing. What are our plans now for
getting out the printed word in
these countries where Mr. Arm-
strong has visited? Are we going to
continue to try to approach it with
the printed word, say by ‘““The
Plain Truth'’ or by literature? Or
are we going to try to follow up
with, in terms of radio or TV?

We just mude our first visit to
North Africa, as you know, and it's
French speaking. And we have a via-
ble French Plain Truth, and I think
we can see that it's circulated there.
And 1 think that we can do some good
work there.

We'll also work through the foun-
dation, as 1 think 1 mentioned in The
Worldwide News. We're going to
work in the area of nutrition. And
Mr. Dale Schurter, by coincidence,
on his own has arranged for his own
speaking engagement in Algiers
[Algeria] on the same subject very
soon. So we’ll be catching a lot of at-
tention in that area and have already
made a fairly powerful impact.

In the meantime, Mr. Armstrong
will be working, and now with the
new format as much as possible, for
television in this country and for pre-
sentation in Canada. We're doing
everything we can to make him as
satisfied with the makeup of The
Plain Truth so that it becomes, as he
has wanted it to be, the most power-
ful printed medium for the fulfill-
ment of the great commission.

And once the domestic and Cana-
dian version have been brought into a
position where he is totally satisfied,
then we will turn our attention to
being certain that the foreign editions
are doing their job.

I have confidence that Mr. [Frank]
Brown in London — He's con-
cerned about what The Plain Truth is
doing and has been doing in London
for the English Work. He feels he has
some definite ideas, and he wants to
present them to Mr. Armstrong at the
proper time, about what The Plain
Truth could be and what it could do in
England.

And the same would probably be
true of the people in the other offices.
But Mr. [Brian] Knowles is working
as hard as he can to bring about for
The Plain Truth what Mr. Armstrong
is going to put his stamp of endorse-
ment on. )

I think the concern that I’'m ex-

.pressing here would be diversity of

languages and the problem.we
have with illiteracy, because there
are a lot of people who can’t read
““The Plain Truth.”

They also don't have radios, and
they don’t have television sets, so we
don’t really expect to convert that
many people in the Moslem world,
even if we were called upon to save
souls.

We have a commission, however,
that tells us we have to get the an-
nouncement out, and we've always

felt that The Plain Truth is the vehicle
for the printed words, the vehicle that
is going to bring to the attention of
the people, with the most impact,
what our message is all about.

And those people are very literate.
They speak English, they speak
French. They speak other languages,
although French is their primary
tongue. And as a consequence, when
we were there I had the unique experi-
ence of giving my first speech in
French, and before about 150 of the
country's leading people, including
the minister of culture and the minis-
ter of education and the minister of
the cabinet, and so on.

So 1 did give my address in French
because that is their tongue. But 1
would say that for those. and re-
member, they have a lot of Catholics
in those countries because the French
were there, and some of those people
may very well heed our message
even more so than in some of the other
countries.

I think we’ve dealt with the ques-
tion of illiteracy satisfactorily in
places like the Philippines, where
you have 